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INTRODUCTION. 


^HE  Ronumee  of  Sir  TriHrent  waft  ocmipoeed  by 
^doMAs  of  EEciftLDoitim,  cflUed  the  Ratmex, 
who  flourished  in  the  ISth  century.  The  only 
^opf^  known  to  exist,  ii  contained  in  a  large  Bhd 
-raluable  colleetifiti  of  Metrical  Romances,  belong- 
iDg  td  the  Library  of  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and 
oafled,  from  its  donor,  the  Auchinleck  MS.  A 
eorreet  edition  of  this  andent  and  curious  poem 
fi»  now  submitted  to  the  public  This  prefatmy 
memcnr  is  designed  to  contain, 

t.  Some  account  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune ; 

11.  History  of  the  romanoe  of  iSSr  TVMr^m  ; 

IIL  Observations  on  the  copy  now  published. 
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I.  Thomas  of  Erceldoune  derived  his  ter- 
ritorial  appellation  from  the  village  of  Erceldoune, 
in  the  Merse,  or  county  of  Berwick,  situated  on 
the  river  Leader,  about  two  miles  above  its  junc- 
tion with  the  Tweed.  It  appears  that  this  small 
village  was  once  a  place  of  some  importance,  and^ 
at  least  occaaonally,  honoured- with  the  royal  resi- 
dence. The  foundation  charter  of  Melrose  Abbey, 
granted  by  King  David  I.y  dated  June  1136,  is  sub- 
scribed at  Ercheldun.*  The  confirmatory  ctiarter 
of  the  same  abbey,  granted  in  1143  by  Prince 
Henry,  son  to  David,  is  dated  at  Ercheldu.— Huf* 
CHiNsoN,  vol.  1.  Append,  p.  3.  The  family  of  Lind- 
sei  appears  anciently  to  have  had  an  interest  in  £r- 
celdoune;  for,  among  the  charters  granted  to  the 
abbey  of  Coldingham,  and  preserved  in  the  ar- 
chives at  Durham,  occurs  Carta  WUhehni  Limeia  de 
Ecdma  de  Ercheldoun^  dated  in  the  time  of  Da- 
vjd  I.,  or  Malcolm  IV.,  his  successor.^-NiCHOL- 
som's  Scc^M^Huknical  lAbraryy  App.  No.  VIII. 


*  See  a  &e-6imile  in  Andenan's  Diplomaia,  Tab.  XIV., 
procured  firom  Edward^  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  and 
another  in  Hatchinson's  View  of  Nortkumberland,  Vd.  I.  Ap« 
pend.  p.  9. 
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The  earis  of  March  were  afterwards  lords  of  Er- 
celdoune,  where  they  had  a  Btixmg-hold,  called  the 
Earr^  Towa*.  It  stood  at  the  east  end  of  the  vil- 
lage, 4>ut  is  now  demolished.  From  tlus  circum- 
stance  the  original  name  of  Ercheldon,  or  Ercel- 
doune,  has  been  corrupted  into  the  modern  appel- 
lation of  Earlstonn. 

In  a  tower  at  the  western  extremitjTof  tins  ^-  • 
lage,  the  ruins  of  which  are  still  shewn  after  the 
lapse  of  seven  centuries,  dwelt  Thomas  of  Ercel- 
doune,  the  earliest  Scottish  poet  Of  his  history 
it  is  rather  surprising  that  we  should  know  so 
much,  than  so  little,  oonfiadering  that  he  seems 
eiily  to  have  been  distinguished  for  his  talents,  and 
for  that  supposed  prophetic  skill,  which  all  bar- 
barous ages ^have  judged  an  attribute  of  the  poeti« 
ai  character. 

•  We  stumble,  however,  at  the  very  threshold  of 
our  enquiry.  All  later  writers  have  affirmed,  that 
our  author  bore  the  family  name  of  Learmont; 
and  it  must  be  owned  ihat  an  unvfirpng  .tradition 
corresponds  to  thdir  assertion.  Nevertheless,  the 
ingenious  Mr  David  Macpherson,  and  other  mo* 
Aeara  antiquaries,  have  been  led  to  doubt  whether 
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Tfaonw  090^  bore  any  otW  appettation  dian  Im 
territorial  defidgw^on  of  Brceldoune,  and  the  per- 
sooal  qpitbet  of  Rhymer,  aoquir^,  probably,  by 
bis  pcHStical  fame.  In  a  charter,  presently  to  be 
quoted,  he  is  called  Thomas  9hym»  de  Ercel* 
duin;  in  anolh^,  granted  by  his  son,  Thomas 
Rhjrmer  de  Erceldon^  Robert  de  Bhume,  For- 
dun,  Barbour,  and  Wintoun,  term  him  simply 
Thomas  of  Erceldoun ;  and  Henry  the  Minstrel, 
Thontfus  the  Rhymer.  From  tins  conourraace  of 
liie  more  ancient  authorities,  there  se^pas  no  fbun« 
dation  for  beheying  that  Learmont  vaa  the  fiunily 
name  of  the  proph^ie  berd«  Mr  Maopheraon 
supposes,  that  Thomas,  or  his  predecessor,  had 
married  an  heiress  of  the  family  ^  Leannont,  and 
occasioned  tUs  error.  It  may  also  have  ariaoi 
£rom  some  family  of  that  name  tradng  their  de- 
scent from  him  by  the  female  side.  Surnames 
were  not  beccnne  hereditary  and  unalienable  in 
the  days  of  Alexander  III^  Besides  those  which 
arose  from  the  place  of  abode,  an  individual  might 
have  a  name  derived  from  his  person,  his  talents^ 
or  his  offioe,  and  all  these  imght  be  oombined 
wkh  the  name  of  hb  sept,  or  dan.    But  these 
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penonal  i^ppeUatiomi  only  desoended  to  thcor  poft> 
tally  ID  aa  far  aa  they  correqioiided  vitih  their 
drcumstanoe&    Thua,  in  the  charter  granted  by 
nnmaB^  natk  to  the  oonTent  of  Soltr6,  he  calls 
hiB  fiirtlier  Thomaa  Rymour  de  Erceldoon,  Inithim- 
aelf  odiy  Thomaa  de  Evoeldoim.    The  reaion  of 
the  diffetenee  is  obTioi»«»-4ie  had  iniceeeded  to  the 
hods  of  Erceldoiuie,  but  not  to  the  poedcal  tar 
kata  of  the-  Rymer.    By  afienatsng  the  landa  to 
the  oonvent,  the  son  of  our  poet  would  cease  to  be 
eren  Thomaa  of  ErceUoune ;  and  it  seems  no  im- 
probable  conjecture,  that  he  might  then,  for  some 
reason;^  adopt  the  surname  of  Learmont.*    But  we 

a  In  noMiviiig  and  anraaging  some  ancient  papen,  lodged 
in  llie  oflloes  ef  the  derks  of  Session,  the  fbllowing  genealo- 
gieal'  owmeir  was  diseovered,  among  many  writings  belonging 
to  the  floBily  of  Leannonth  of  Balcomy,  whidi  is  now  extinct 
It  is  in  a  httid  of  the  seventeenth  century;  and,  if  the  writer 
was  comot  in  his  reftvenee  to  the  contract  of  marriage,  may 
bs  considered  as  throwing  some  light  upon  the  Rhymer^s 
and  lineage: 


'*  The  Oemealogy  qfihe  honourable  and  ancient  Simame  of 

Leirmont,  % 

**  Lonnont  beares  Or^  on  a  cheyron  8,  three  maades  voided 
«if  the  first;  the  name  is  from  France.  Theohief  of  thename 
was  the  Laird  of  Ersilmont  in  the  Mors,  whose  predecessor, 
Tliomss  Leinmmth  (Uyed)in  thereigne  of  K.  Alexander  III. 
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may  distinctly  oonelude  the  name  of  the  bard  to 
have  been  ThcHooas,  called,  .firom  his  property,  de. 
Erceldoune,  from  his  works,  the  Khymer.f 

The  tiine  in  which  the  Rhymer  flounidied  may' 
be  ascertained  with  some  plausibility.  He  was  wit. 
ness  to  a  charter  granted  by  Petrus  de  Haga  de 
Bemersyde,  which  unfortunately  wants  a  date ;  but 
Petrus  de  Haga  was  .himself  a  witness  to  another 
charter,  by  which  Richard  de  M oreville,  ccmstable 
of  Scotland,  granted  certain  serfs  to  Henry  St  Clair. 
Jiforeville  was  constable  from  1162  to  1189. '  Sup* 

Me  foretold  his  death.  On  of  whose  sons  married  Janet  de 
Darsie,  and  had  the  lands  of  Darsie^  hi  Fyfe^  he  that  mair&ge  ; 
the  contract  is  yet  extant^  confirmed  he  the  king.  The  house 
of  Darsie  bear  a  rose  in  base  for  difierence.  It  is  now  extinbt ; 
only  Leinnont  of  Baloomie^  in  Fyfe>  is  chief  now ;  whose  pre<^ 
deoessor  was  master  of  howshold  to  Kii^  James  IV.  His  pre« 
decessor  was  the  eldest  son  of  Daiisie^  and  took  to  himselfb 
the  estate  of  Balcomie^  leaving  Dairde  to  the  second  farother. 
Upon  this  account^  Balcomie  is  holden  of  the  king,  and  Dainie 
o£  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews ;  so  Balcomie  bears  the  simple 
coat  without  the  rose  in  base^  since  the  distinction  of  Dairaie. 

**  They  hsve  been  famoiv >  leanied,  gpod,  and  great ; 
Which  Maronean  style  could  never  rate." 

•  ft  must  not,  however,  be  suppressed,  that  Rymer  actually 
existed  as  a  proper  name  in  the  Merse  at  this  time,  fbr  Johh 
Rymour,  a  fi-ediolder  of  Berwickshure,  occurs  among  diolfe 
who  did  homage  to  Edward  L,  in  1296. 
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pofling  the  charter  dated  in  the  last  year  of  Morei- 
TiUe^s  conslabuiary)  t.  e,  11899  ^  Haga  must  then 
probaUy  have  been  twenty  years  old,  in  order  to  be 
a  witness.  If  we  suppose  de  Haga  attained  the  age 
efaeventy,  and  that  the  diarter,  to  which  the  Bhy- 
nuar  was  a  witness,,  was  grant€fd  in  the  last  year  of 
bis  life,  its  date  inust  be  1289.    Assuming,  there- 
foe,  die  poet  to  have  been  twenty  when  h^  wit- 
nessed that  ckarcer,  his  birth  will- be  fixed  to  1S19* 
Thomas  the  Rhymer  was  certiunly  alive,  and  in  the 
amith  of  his  piO{4ietic  reputation,  at  the  death  of 
Alexander  }II.  in  1286.    On  the  other  hand,  he 
must  have  been  dead  before  1S999  the  date  of  the* 
tjiarter,  in  which  his  son  calls  himself  Filkts  et  hce^ 
res  Thomas  Rymcur  de  Erceldony  and,  in  that  capa- 
tity,  conveys  to  the  Trinity  House  of  Soltre  all  the 
lands  which  he  held  by  inheritance  {hereditarie  te- 
'ntri,)in  die  village  of  Erceldouhe.*-    If  the  father 
had  been  alive,  this  family  property  could  not  have 

*  The  Bymer  i^pears  not  to  haye  posaeised  the  whde  of 
Erceldoune ;  fbr  Adam  Le  Feure  de  Eroddoune  did  homage 
to  Edward  in  1296.  Thomas  the  Rhymer  himself  does  not 
Jippear  m  Ragmaii-Roll,  perhaps  he  mu  dead^  and  his  son  mw 
der  age ;  or  it  may  he  that  he  held!  his  estate  of  the  Earl  of 
Dunbar. 
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been  disposed  of  by  the  sm,  wiihoirt  his  eqooiirw 
venee.  We  may  therefore^  with  some  .canfideiio^ 
pisce  the  death  of  Thoouts  the  Rhymer  betwixt 
V186  i£Bd  1380;  imd^  if  we  may  beheve  the  testi* 
iQQi^  of  Hairy  the  Miiistrel^  he  laiist  haive  smw 
vived  1396^  in  wlucb  year  WaUaee  took  arms^  and 
died  within  three  years  after.  Aocordi^g  to  tha 
above  ealcubtion,  he  must  thea  banr  baen  aaar 
eighty  yeio's  (dd.  SufqpoeiQg  him  to  have  eomi* 
posed  the  romanee  of  Sir  Tri^em  about  the  age 
of  thirty,  the  date  of  the  oompositimi  wifl  be  aboot 
1)150. 
Such  was  the  reasomng  which  the  editor  had 

founded  upon  the  few  facts  which  history  and  a»- 
dient  records  afford  concenung  the  Bhymer.-^i» 
But  another  authority,  pointed  out  by  Mr  Henry 
Weber,  seems  scarcely  reconcileable  to  the  above 
hypothens,  and  gives  ground  for  assigning  a  date 
considerably  more  ancient  to  the  Romance  of  Tho- 
mas of  Erceldoiine.  There  is  a  German  romance 
of  Sir  Tristraaoi,  written  by  Grotfried  of  Strasburgh, 
who  repeatedly  quotes  Thomas  of  Britannia  as  his 
authority.  Now,  Gotftied  of  Strasburgh  is  bdie- 
ved  to  have  flourished  about  12SS ;  in  which  case^ 
if  Thomas  of  Britannia  be  the  same  with  th^  Rhy- 
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mer^  (vhieb  ndll  hardly  bear  a  doubt)  hia  fomanoe 
Biuat  bave  been  oompoaed  as  early  at  least  a«  1880^ 
bf  twelve  yeara  ia  but  a  very  moderate  qiaoe  for 
its  traveOitig  to  Gennany.  Under  ibia  8Uiqpoei« 
doii,  the  Bhymer  must  have  been  bom  about  the 
end  of  the  twelfth  century  ;  and>  as  he  certunly 
survived  1286^  hia  life  moat  have  been  extended  to 
ninety  years  and  upwards. 

The  anecdotea  which  have  been  transmitted  to 
cmr  time,  oancerning  Thomas  the  Rhymer^  are  parW 
hf  histoiiEcal,  and  partly  preserved  by  tradition. 
They  relate  poncipaUy  to  his  pre^etic  character } 
for  it  w  only  to  Robert  de  Brunne  that  we  owe  the 
preaervation  of  Ins  poetic  fame.  The  moat  noted 
instance  of  precfiction  regards  the  death  of  Alex« 
ander  III.>  and  is  thus  narrated  by  Fordun : 

^  Annon  recordaria  quid  ille  rates  ruralis^  Tho» 
^mas  videliQet  de  Erseldon,  nocte  prasoedenti 
**  mortem  regis  Alexandria  in  castro  de  Dunbar^ 
**  obscure  prophetando  de  oocasu  ejus,  dixerat  cck- 
^*  miti  Marchiarum  interroganti  ab  eo,  ut  solitu^ 
^  ijuaai  jocando,  quid  altera  dies  futura  novi  easel 
^  paritura  ?  Qui  Thomaa  attrahens  de  imo  cordis 
**  siiigultuQsum  sus{urium,  w  fertur  comiti,  cnnua 
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*^  aiilicis  pdam  protulisse :  '  Heu  diei  crastinfle  1- 
^'  diei  calamitatis  et  miseris  !  qui  ante  horam  ex- 
^<  plicite  duodecimain  audietur  tarn  vehemens  ven- 
*^  tus  in  Scotia,  quod  amagnis  retroactis  tempori- 
**  bus  consimilis  minime  inveniebatur.  Cujus  qui- 
^'  dem  flatus  obstupeacere  fadet  gentes,  stupidos 
^^  reddet  audientes,  exceka  humiliabit,  et  rigida 
<^  solo  oomplanabit^  Propter  cujus  seria  affamina 
^'  comes  cum  aulicis  crastinum  observantes,  et  ho- 
**  ras  di^  usque  ad  nonam  considenmtes,  et  nul- 
^^  lum  vestigium  in  nutnbus  vel  signis  ventosis  coeli 
<'  auspicantes,  Thomam  tanquam  insensatam  repu- 
'*  tantes,  ad  prandium  properarunt  Ubi  diun  oo- 
<'  miti  vix  mensae  coUocato,  et  signo  horologii  ad  I 

meridianam  horam  fere  approximato,  afiuit  qui- 
dam  ad  portam,  importunis  pulsibus  aures  comii 
tis  eoncutiens,  aditum  sibi  ocius  fieri  fla^ta- 
vit.  Intromissus  i^tur  advena,  et  de  novis  im- 
**  petitus,— -^  Nova,^  inquit,  '  habeo  sed  nosdva, 
'^^  toto  regno  Scotise  deflenda,  quia  inclitus,  heu ! 
^^  rex  ejus  finem  praesentis  vitse  hestema  nocte 
^  apud  Kingom  sortitus  est,  et  hsec  veni  nundare 
^  tibi.'*  Ad  hanc  narrationem,  quasi  de  gravi  som- 
^*  no  excitatus,  comes  una  cum  familiaribus  tutide- 
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^'  runt  pectora,  et  dicti*  Thoooie  experij  sunt  ere- 
'*  dibiliA  nimis  facta  fore  v^ticinia.^-— FobbitnIj 
ScoH  Chronicony  Lib.  X.  c.  43. 

Boece,  as  translated  by  Ballenden,  gives  us  the 
same  story.  ^*  It  is  said  the  day  afore  the  kingis 
deithy  the  Erie  of  Marche  demandit  ane  prophet 
oamit  Thomas  Rymour,  otherwayis  namit  Ersil-^ 
toun,  quhat  wedder  suld  be  on  the  mcmw.  T6 
quhome  answerit  this  Thomas,  that  on  the  morov 
afore  none^  sail  blow  the  gretist  wynd  that  ever  was 
hard  afore  in  Scotland.  On  the  morow,  quhen  it 
was  neir  noon,  the  lifl  appering  loune,  but  ony  din 
or  tempest,  the  Erie  send  for  this  propheit  and  re- 
previt  hyjn  that  he  prog^sticat  sic  wynd  to  be  and 
nae  apperance  thairof.  This  Thomas  maid  litel 
answer,  bot  said,  noim  is  not  yet  gane.  And  in- 
continent ane  man  came  to  the  yet  schawing  the 
king  was  slane.  Than  said  the  prophet,  yone  is 
the  wynd  that  sail  Uaw  to  the  gret  calamity  and 
truble  of  al  Scotland.  Thomas  wes  ane  man  of 
gret  admiration  to  the  peple  and  schaw  sundry 
thingis  as  thay  fdl.^  Ballenden^s  Boes,  fol.  cciii. 

Translated  from  the  monkish  eloquence  of  For- 

dttn>  the  story  would  run  simply,-— That  Thomas 
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presaged  to  die  earl  of  Matdi  that  tiie  next  day 
would  be  windy :  the  weather  proved  cahti ;  but 
news  arrived  of  the  death  of  Alexander  III.,  whidb 
gave  an  allegorical  turn  to  the  prediction,  and  saved 
the  credit  of  the  prophet  It  is  worthy  of  notice, 
that  some  of  the  rhimes,  vulgarly  ascribed  to  Tfainnas 
of  Erceldoune,  ore  founded  apparently  on  metearo* 
logical  observation.  And^  doubtless,  before  the  in- 
ventioii  of  barometers,  a  weather-wise  prophet  might 
be  an  important  personage.«^uch  were  the  predict 
turns  <^  a  greater  bard : 

Quid  fiuaat  Istas  segpetes,  quo  sicLere  temm 
Vc 


Barbour,  in  his  Bodk^qf  ike  BrucCj  composed 
about  1375,  refers  to  a  prophecy  of  our  bard,  con- 
cerning the  exploits  and  succession  of  Robert  the 
First  After  Bruce  had  slain  the  Red  Cumin  at 
Dumfries,  in  ld06,  the  bishop  of  Saint  Andrews 
is  introduced,  sajring, 

I  hop  ThamaB'  prophecy 
Off  HenOdowne^  weref^d  be 
Inhlni;  te twft mir  Lord hdp me, 
I  haiff  gret  hop  he  schall  be  Idog, 
And  haiff  this  land  all  in  lading. 

3nV  mtWjif  B«  V,  V*  86» 
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Wintoun,  who  died,  aoooidmg  to  Mr 
ton,  about  14M^  alao  refers  to  tbe  prophetic  fame 
cf  our  Thooias  of  Ercddoune.    His  words  are 


Of  Uiis  fydit  qvliiliim  ^ak  Thomas 

Of  Erceldoune^  that  sayd  in  deme^ 

Thue  sidd  meet  stalwardy^  stark^  and  aterne. 

He  aayd  it  in  bis  pro^heeiey 

Bnt  how  he  wist  it  waa  ferly* 

Ldand  quotes  the  following  passage  from  the 
Scala  Chromamt  an  ohl  history,  apparently  written 
about  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  and  translated  out 
of  French  rhime  into  French  prose  by  an  English 
gentleman,  during  his  residence  at  Edinburgh  as 
a  prisoner  of"  war.  ^'  William  Banestre  and  Tho- 
^^  mas  Eroeldoune,  whose  words  were  spoken  in 
**  figure,  as  were  the  prophecies  of  Merlin.^ 

Henry  the  Minstrel  introduces,  as  has  already 
been  noticed,  the  bard  of  Erceldoune  into  the 
liistory  of  Wallace.  We  are  told  by  this  romantic 
Uographer,  that  the  Scottish  champion,  lurving 
shun  the  Lord  Percie^s  steward,  was  imprisoned  in 
the  town  of  Ayr  by  the  English,  then  masters  of 
the  country.    Here  Wallace  suffered  every  sort  of 
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hardbship,  till  his  health  sunk  under  it.  His  jailor, 
.finding  him  in  a  swoon,  oondud^  he  was  dead, 
and  gave  orders  that  the  body  should  be  dragged 
out  of  the  prison,  and  thrown  upon  a  dunghill. 
Wallace^s  nurse  removed  him  from  thence,  with 
an  intention  of  doing  the  last  honours  to  his  body. 
She  observed,  however,  a  palpitation  at  the  heart, 
and  finding  life  not  entirely  extinguished,  fihe  car- 
ried  the  champion  of  Scotland  to  her  cottage,  and 

took  measures  for  his  recovery  and  concealment : 

• 
Thomas  Riroonr  into  the  Faile  *  was  then. 
With  the  mjnjBtix,  quhilk  was  a  worthl  man. 
He  uset  offt  to  that  rdigiousa  place  ; 
The  peple  demyt  of  wit  mekill  he  can ; 
And  80  he  told,  thocht  at  thai  bless  or  ban. 
Qahilk  hapnyt  suth  in  many  direrss  caoe, 
I  can  nocht  say,  be  wrang  or  ricfatwysnas. 
In  rewUe  of  wer,  qnhether  thai  tynt  or  wai^ 
It  may  be  demyt  be  divisions  of  grace. 

The  servant  of  the  minister  arrives  with  the 
heavy  tidings,  that  he  bad  seen  Wallace^s  ocnpte 
thrown  out  of  the  prison : 

Thomas  answered,  ''  Thir  tyihingis  an  noucht  gad,'!' 
And  that  b^  suth  mysdl  sail  never  eit  bteid*" 

*  A  TCligioufl  house  Hear  Ayr. 
f  Arcmnn^gud^    Arenottma 
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The  servant  still  affinns  that  the  death  of  Wal-. 
lace  is  certain,  and  that  a  poor  woman  has  taken 
away  his  body  to  be  buried : 

Tit  Thomas  8ud>  ^'  Than  sail  I  leiff  ds  mar 
Gif  that  be  tmw^  be  God,  that  all  has  wroucht^" 

The  servant  is  dispatched  to  the  cottage  to  pro* 
cure  farther  intelligence,  and,  after  taking  a  solemn 
oath  of  secrecy,  the  nurse  shews  him  the  knight  of 
Ellerslee : 

Scho  had  hym  Up  to  Wallace  by  the  deaa. 
He  ^ake  with  hym^  syne  ftst  agayne  can  preas^ 
With  glad  bodword^  thair  myrthea  till  amend ; 
He  tald  to  them  the  first  tythingis  was  less. 
Than  Thomaa  aaid^  "  Forsuth^  or  he  deoeaa^ 
Mony  thousand  on  feQd  sail  mak  thar  end ; 
Off  this  regioune  he  sail  the  Southron  send. 
And  Soothuod  thrifls  be  sail  bryng  to  the  peas, 
So  god  of  hand  agayne  sail  neuer  be  kend. 

Wallace,  B.  11.  di.  Ti.  ' 

These  are  the  only  anecdotes  concerning  Tho- 
mas of  Eroeldoune,  which  occur  in  the  more  an^ 
aetkt  authors.  We  may  coUect  from  them,  that 
he  was,  in  his  own  time,  a  dbtinguished  person- 
age, and,  as  such,  long  afterwards  remembered. 
His  aequaintance  with  the, earl  of  March  argues 
some  ijjggtee  of  rank  and  birth,  which  may  be  also 
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iaferred  from  his  witnessing  the  charter  of  Peter 
de  Hagm,  a  powerful  bar<m^  dbnig  with  Oliver^ 
abbot  of  Driburgh^  Wiliiehn  de  Bumdum,  Hu^ 
de  Peresby,  shirref  of  Bokyaborgh,  and  Will,  de 
,  Hattely,  all  whose  names  snffidently  indicate  high 
rank.  Although,  ther^re,  we  may  hesitate  to 
aflSnn,  with  Dempster,  that  he  was  the  chieflMii 
of  a  most  fflustrious  family,  or,  with  Nisbet,  that 
he  enjoyed  the  honour  of  knighthood,  it  woidd  be 
absurd  to  deny,  that  Thomas  of  Eroeldoune  was 
a  man  of  considerable  rank,  and  honoured  with 
the  acquaintance  of  the  great  and  the  gallant  of  the 
lime  in  which  he  lived* 

We  are  ignorant  that  he  wrote  any  thing  ex- 
oept  the  romance  of  Sir  TriHretn.  His  renown* 
ed  prescience  occaaoned  many  verses  of  prophe* 
tic  import  to  be  imputed  to  him.  One  of  these 
rhapsodies  appears  to  have  beat  written  ta  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  and  during  his  Seottish  wars. 
It  is  preserred  in  the  Museimi,  and  bears  this  title : 
LaC<H0UessedeJ)onbardemandea  Thoma^deEsse^ 
don  quand  la  guerre  d^Eicooe  prendtrii^^fn.  E  yl 
Ta  rqioundgf  et  dffi.  There  follows  A  metrical  pK>. 
phecy,  the  performance  of  some  person  in  the 
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B^gBfih  iotwM^  Md  pnmging  the  totiit  fubjug^ 
tkn  of  ScotkmL    The  poem  ia  ]ntnted  tt  length 
w  FinkerUNffr  Poem^i  from  the  Mailliaid  MS.  v«iL 
2,,  Md  in  the  Mmtrekjf  qfO^  SeoUUh  ttorier^ 
W9L  Ih  p.  9».    A  later  Wd  hm  composed  t 
ffliing  of  piophede^  not  uttered  bj  Thonuts  the 
BbyiDer  himeelf,  but  d<£vored  to  him  by  the 
queoi  of  T fiery 4    They  are  faitroduced  6y  the  fol- 
lowing wild  and  faiuaful  tale :  Thomis  of  Eroel- 
dottoe^  aeated  beneath  Sildoim»tree^.  a  i^)ot^  the 
iteDftn&tm  &r  whidb  miiy  perhaps  be  traced  bade 
to  the  daya  of  Pagaaisn,  saw  a  most  beautifui 
damsel  ridmg  towards  1dm  tipoft  a  grey  palfrey. 
The  sptendour  of  her  dresi  and  aoooatrements 
could  only  be  exceeded  by  b^  personal  dmnos^ 
The  Miymer. hastened  to  meet  this  beautiful  vi- 
mmf  and*  after  some  conversafaon,  ^  prayed  her 
for  bar  knre.^    This  boon  she  refutes  for  some 
time,  alledgii^  that  ^  it  would  undo  att  her  beau- 
ty,** and  that  ho  would  himself  aordy  repent  his 
tash  requeet    The  bard  despises  every  warnings 
ardently  presses  his  smt,  and  at  length  a  mortal 
ia  daapcd  in  die  arms  of  the  queen  of  Fa<^. 
THkd  change  which  ensues  in  bar  person  is  stF»- 
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kingly  painted.  Her  bright  eyes  become  dead; 
her  fair  locks  drdp  from  the  naked  scalp ;  her  rich 
raiment  is  changed  into  rags;  and  tlie  astonished 
poet  beholds  ah  odious  hag,  instead  of  the  lovely 
fay.  But  repentance  and  terror  were  alike  una- 
vailing ;  he  was  compelled  to  bid  adieu  ^^  to  sun 
^*  and  moon,  to  grass  and  every  green  tree,^  and 
to  leave  the  earth  with  his  supernatural  conductor. 
He  mounts  behind  her  on  her  palfirey,  and  they 
joumey,^  wiUi  amazing  ^peed,  through  the  realms 
of  utter  darkness,  hearing  only  the  roaring  of 
waters,  through  which  they  sometimes  seem  to 
cross.  They  pass  a  fair  garden  full  of  flowers 
and  singing  bird^  and  the  most  delicious  firuit. 
Thomas  puts  forth  a  rash  hand,  but  is  cautioned 
to  beware  how  he  touches  the  fatal  Tree  of  Know- 
ledge 6f  good  and  evil.  His  conductress  shews 
him,  successively,  the  road  to  heaven,  to  beQ,  and 
to  Fairy  Land.  The  last  is  their  route :  they  ar- 
rive at  a  splendid  castle,  filled  with  lords  and  la- 
dies, who  danced,  sung,  and  feasted,  till  midnight 
Of  all  these  festivities  Thomas  partook  with  his 
fiur  damsel,  who  had  now  recovered  all  her  ori- 
ginal beauty.    After  a  time,  she  told  him  to  pre- 
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• 

pore  to  return  to  '^  middle  eaith,^  smce  the  fiend 
c£  hell  would  next  day  viat  the  castle  to  daam  a 
tithe  of  its  inhabitants,  and  he,  being  a  fair  and 
stately  person,  would  probably  be  of  the  number, 
should  he  remain  till  the  arrival  of  their  infernal 
sovereign.     She  adds,  that  he  has  already  remain- 
ed three  years  in  Fairy  Land,  and  that  she  loves 
him  too  well  to  permit  him  to  incur  the  dreadful 
risk  which  is  impending.    Accordingly,  she  con- 
veys him  back  to  the  Eildon  tree,  and,  before  sei- 
paradng,  tells  him,  in  dark  and  figurative  lan- 
guage, the  fate  of  the  wars  betwixt  Englai|d  and 
Scotland.     This  tale  exists  in  MS.  in  the  Cotton 
library  (Vitell.  £.  X.,)  ui^der  this  title,  Incipit 
Prcphesia  Thomoe  ^  Arsddown,    The  book  which 
contains  it  has  unfortunately  been  damaged  by 
fire,  so  that  mjuch  is  illegible.     I  am  informed  that 
thece  exists  another  imperfect  copy  in  the  library 
of  Lincohi  cathedral,  beginning  thus : 

Lystyns  lordyngs^  both  gret  and  imalle. 
And  takis  gnde  tent  wbat  I  'Will  say^, 
I  sail  yow  tell  as  trewe  a  tale 
Aa  erer  was  herde  by  nyght  orday^ 

A  copy  of  this  poem,  modernized  and  halladi- 
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zed,  preBorved  by  tradition  in  Bootlftdd,  nmy  bs 
found  in  the  Border  Min&^el^f*  where  it  tin 
published  the  be^nuing  of  the  Cotton  MS.  There 
is  reason  to  think  this  poem  vrem  writtasi  by  a  na- 
tive of  England.  The  Linoohi  copy  has  this  coup- 
let: 

But  Jhu  Cfarut  that  dyd  on  tre^ 

Save  loglysohe  men  where  so  they  fiat. 

Some  metrical  prophecies,  vulgarly  ascribed  to 
Thomas  of  Erceldoune,  seem  to  have  been  very 
current  in  the  reign  of  James  V.,  Queen  Mary, 
and  James  VI.  One  copy  in  Ladn,  and  another 
in  English,  were  published,  with  other  things  of 
the  same  kind,  by  Andro  Hart,  at  Edinburgh, 
1615.  Bishop  Spottiswoode  firmly  believed  in 
the  authenticity  of  ^'  the  prophecies,  yet  extant 
**  in  Scottish  rhyme,  whereupon  Thomas  Lear- 
«  mount  was  commonly  called  Thomas  the  Rhy- 
"  mer  C"  and  gravely  adds,  **  whence  or  how  he 
'^  had  this  knowledge  can  hardly  be  affirmed ;  but 
'^  sure  it  is  that  he  did  divine  and  answer  truly 
*^  of  many  things  to  come.^     Dempster  terms  the 

*  Vol.  n.  edit.  180S>  p.  ^9. 


INTEODUCTION.  xjuii 

ssme  yencB  DeJiOuro  Scotia  ^tatu^  liber  wma  ; 
Mackenzie  u  at  the  pains  to  rejHint  both  the 
Latin  and  English ;  and  Nisbet  gravefy  laments, 
that  the  change  of  crests  and  bearings,  by  which 
thepersans  are  pcMnted  oa%  in  these  vaticinalions, 
has  rendered  th^oa  almost  iinintfillfgihie.  If  any 
of  these  authors  had  looked  at  the  verses  in  ques« 
tioii  with  moderate  attentkni,  they  must  have  seen^ 
that  the  author  does  not  assert  that  they  were  oom-^ 
poaed  by  Thomas  the  Rhymer^  He  only  saysi 
that,  walking  '^  upon  a  land  beade  a  ley,^  he  saw 
certain  emblematical  visions.  They  were  explain* 
ed  to  him  by  a  person  with  wh<Hn  he  met  When 
these  wonders  had  all  disappeared,  the  author  was 

left  alone  with  the  interpreter : 

• 

I  framed  fiist  what  was  his  name  ? 
Where  that  he  came,  ftmn  what  coontrie? 
'^  At  Endingtoun  I  dweD  at  hame^ 
lliomaB  Rymour  men  calls  me." 

Thus,  it  is  not  even  pretended  that  these  verses 
woe  the  oompoation  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune, 
though  the  author  professes  to  have  drawn  from 
that  veneraUe  bard  the  information  contained  in 
them.    Nevertheless^  they  were  not  only  received 
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as  the  genuine  produotions  of  the  Rhymer,  but 
continued  to  aniviate  the  adherents  of  the  house 
of  Stuart  down  to  the  last  unfortiuiate  attempt,  in 
1746. 

There  are  current,  among  the  country  pepple, 
many  rhymes  ascribed  to  Thomas  of  Erceldoune. 
The  reader  will  find  several  of  them  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Mingtreby  cf  the  Scottish  Border, 
Thus  concludes  the  history,  real  and  fabulous,  of 
the  Rhymer,  andohis  supposed  productions,  exclu* 
save  of  thjs  romance,  now  published  for  the  first 
time. 

II.  The  Tale  of  Taistbem  was  not  invented 
by  Thomas  of  Erceldoune.  It  lays  claim  to  a 
much  higher  antiquity ;  and,  if  we  may  trust  the 
Welch  authorities,  is  founded  upon  authentic  his- 
tory. The  fdlowing  is  the  account  of  Tristrem, 
handed  down  by  the  bards. 

Try  Stan  {i.e.  the  Tumultuous,)  the  son  of  Tallwz, 
was  a  celebrated  chieftain,  who  flouri^ed  m  the 
sixth  century.  In  the  historical  triads,  he  is  rank- 
ed with  Greidiol  and  Gwgon,  as  the  three  heralds 
of  Britain,  superior  in  the  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  war.    Trystan,  with  Gwair  and  Cai,  were  called 
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the  three  diadem'd  princes  of  Britain ;  with  Coll 
and  Pryderi,  he  composed  Che  triad  of  the  three 
mighty  swineherds ;  with  Gwair  and  Eiddilig,  that 
of  the  three  stubborn  chiefs,  whom  none  could 
turn  from  their  purpose ;  with  Caswallon  (Cassi- 
vdfaoiBus,)  the  son  of  Bei,  and  Cynon,  the  son  of 
Clydno,  that  of  the  three  faithful  lovers.  The 
last  epithet  he  acquired  from  his  passion  for  Essylt, 
the  wife  of  Mark  Meirzion,  his  unde.  He  was 
contenqporary  with  Arthur.  Upon  some  dii^st, 
he  withdrew  himself  from  the  court  of  that  mo- 
narch, -and  <7wal2smai  with  the  golden  tongue  (the 
Crawain  of  romance)  was  sent  to  request  his  re^ 
turn.  A  dialogue  passed  betwixt  them,  for  a  coj^ 
of  wfaidi,  as  well  as  for  the  above  notices,  I  am 
indebted  to  the  learned  Mr  Owen,  author  of  a 
dasflical  Wdch  Dictionary;  it  is'^inserted  in  the 
Appendix,  No.  II. 

Those  who  may  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  bigh 
antiquity  claimed  for  the  Triads,  by  Welsh  anti- 
quaries, must  admit,  that,  m  this  instance,  proba- 
Ulity  seems  to  warrant  their  authority.  Tristrem 
18  uniformly  represented  as  a  native  qf  Cornwall, 
in  wlnefa,  and  in  the  countries  of  Wales,  Iseland, 
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and  Brittany^  all  inhabited  by  the  Cdtic  lace,  the 
scene  <^  his  history  is.  hud.  Ahnost  all  the  names  of 
the  persons  in  the  romance  are  of  genuine  British 
origin ;  as  Morgan,  Roland  Biis,  Uigan  (Urien^) 
Brengwain,  Ganhaidin,  Beliagog,  Mark,  Tristrem^ 
and  Isounde,  Ysonde,  or  Yssylt  The  few  names, 
which  are  of  Norman  extraction,  belong  to  persona 
of  inferior  importance,  whose  proper  Britidi  appel« 
ladons  may  have  been  unknown  to  Thomas,  and  on 
whom,  therefore,  he  bestows  names  peculiar  to  the 
Norman-En^sh  dialect,  in  which  he  composed. 
Such  are  Gouvemail,  Blauncheflour,  Triamour, 
and  Florentin.  The  little  kingdom  of  Cornwall 
was  one  of  the  hist  points  of  refuge  to  the  abori- 
ginal Britons,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  modem 
Wales.  It  yielded  to  the  Saxon  inyaders  betwixt 
927  and  941,  Vhen  the  British  were  driven,  by 
.  Athelstao,  beyond  the  Tamar,  and  a  colony  estar 
bliahed  at  £xeter  by  the  conqueror.  Previous  to 
this  event,  and  probably  for  a  considerable  lame 
afterwards,  the  Cornish  retained  the  manners  and 
habits  of  the  indigenous  natives  of  Britain.  In 
these  manners,  an  enthusiastic  attachment  to  poet- 
ry and  music  was  a  predominating  feature.    The 
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bttids  tfa6  surging  htAoch  of  the  aadent  druids, 
claimed  and  reoeived  a  sacmd  homage  from  the 
heai^efs ;  and  to  their  fiongs,  celebrating  the  strug-^ 
^es  of  the  Britons  against  the  Saxonft,  may  be  re* 
ferred  one  principal  source  of  the  tide  of  romaiu 
tic  fiction  which  overflowed  Europe  during  the 
middle  ages;  I  mean  the  tales,  which,  in  exag<* 
gerating,  have  disguised,  and  almost  oUiterated, 
the  true  exploits  c^  King  Arthur  and  his  followers. 
In  the  ninth  century,  QeoSrey  of  Monmouth  conir 
pled,  partly  from  British  originals,  communicated 
to  him  by  the  learned  Walter,  Archdeacon  of  Ox« 
find,  and  partly  from  the  stores  of  his  own  imagi- 
nation, a  splendid  history  of  King  Arthur.  This 
enticing  tale  soon  drew  into  its  vortex  whatever 
remained  of  British  history  or  tradition ;  and  all 
the  heroes,  whose  memory  had  been  preserved  by 
song,  were  represented  as  the  assodates  and  cham* 
pons  of  the  renowned  Arthur.  Among  this  splen* 
did  group  we  have  seen  that  Sir  Tristrem  holds  a 
distinguished  jiace.  Whether  he  really  was  a 
^*'*^«*— t»oirary  of  Arthur,  or  whether  that  honour 
was  ascribed  to  him  on  account  of  his  high  re- 
nown,  and  interesting  adventures,  it  is  now  diffi- 
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cult  to  determine..  The  Welch  authorities  Affirm 
the  first;  but  his  history,  by  Th(Muas  of  Eroel- 
do^e,  and  the  andent  poems  on  the  subject,  in 
the  Romance  language,  give  no  countenance  to 
this  supposition.  That  Tristrem  actually  flourish- 
ed during  the  stormy  independence  of  Cornwall^ 
and  experienced  some  of  those  adventures,  which 
have  been  so  long  the  subject  of  the  bard  and  the 
minstrel,  may,  I  think,  be  admitted,  without  inciur- 
ring  the  charge  of  creduUty . 
.  There  occurs  here  an  interesting  point  of  dis- 
cussion. Thomas  of  Ercdidoune,  himself  proba- 
bly of  Saxon  ori^n,  wrote  in  the  IfigUSy  or  Eng* 
lish  language?;  yet  the  subject  he  -chose  to  cele- 
brate was  die  history  of  a  British  chieftain.  This, 
in  a  general  point  of  view,  is  not  surprising.  The 
invaders  have,  in  every  country,  adcfpted,  sooner 
or  later,  the  traditions,  sometimes  even  the  genea- 
logies, of  the  original  inhabitants.;  while  they  have 
forgotten,  after  a  few  generations,  those  of  the 
country  of  their  forefathers.  :One  reason  seems 
to  be,  that  tradition  depends  upon  locality.  ^^^ 
scene  of  a  celebrated  battle,  Uie  ruins  of  an  an- 
cient tower,  the  "  historic  stone""  over  the  grave  of 
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a  hero,  the  lull  and  fhe  valley  inhatnted  of  old  by 
a  particular  tribe,  remind  posterity  of  events  which 
are  sonletixnes  recorded  in  their  very  names.  Even 
a  race  of  strangers,  when  the  lapse  of  years  has 
induced:  them  no  longer  to  account  themselves 
such,  welcome  any  fiction  by  which  they  can  as* 
sociate  their  ancestors  with  the  scenes  m  which 
they  themsehres  hve,  as  transplanted  trees  push 
forth  eVeiy  fibre  that  may  connect  them  with  the 
soil  to  which  they  are  transferred.  Thus,  every 
tradition  failed,  among  the  Saxons,  which  related 
to  their  former  habitations  on  the  Elbe;  the  Nor- 
mans forgot,  not  mei'ely  their  andent  dwellings  m 
Scandinavia,  but  even  their  Neustrian  possessions ; 
and  both  adopted  with  greedy  ardour,  the  fabu- 
lous history  of  Arthur  and  his  chivalry,  in  prefe- 
rence to  the  better  authenticated  and  more  splen* 
did  atchievements'of  Hen^st,  or  of  Rolf  Gangr, 
the  conqueror  of  Normandy.  But  this  natural  dis- 
position of  the  conquerors  to  naturalize  them- 
sdves,  by  adopting  the  traditions  of  the  natives, 
led,  in  the  particular  situation  of  the  English  mo- 
narchs  after  the  conquest,  to  some  curious  and  al- 
most anomalous  consequences. 
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Those  who  have  mTestigated  the  Imtory  of  the 
French  poetry  observe^  vith  surprise,  that  the  ear- 
tiest  romances,  written  in  that  language,  refer  to 
the  history  of  Ejng  Arthur  and  bis  Round  Table; 
a  theme,  one  wouUL  have  thought,  uncongenial  to 
the  feelings  of  the  audience,  and  unconnected  with 
the  country  of  the  minstrel.  Mons.  de  Tressan^ 
first  gave  a  hint  of  the  real  cause  of  this  extra- 
ordinary preference)  by  suppowig  that  the  Nor- 
man ^mut^Oir^,  or  minstrdis,  by  whom  these  tales  (^ 
Sng  Arthur  were  composed,  wrote  for  the  amuse- 
ment, not  of  the  French,  thdr  countrjnnen,  but  of 
the  Anglo-Norman  numardis  of  England.  This 
dynasty,  with  their  martial  naUlily,  down  to  the 
reign  of  Edward  III.,  continued  to  use,  almost  ex* 
dusively,  the  Romance  or  andent  Frendh  Ian- 
guage ;  while  the  Saxon,  although  spoken  chiefly 
by  the  vulgar,  was  gradually  adopting,  from  the  ri- 
val tongue,  those  improvements  and  changes,  whidi 


*  BMiraUi  de$  Romam,  Tom,  L  p,  f .  TreBsan  is  treating 
of  this  very  tomanoe  of  Sir  Tritirem,  bat  aeems  to  be  ]g« 
norant  of  die  existence  of  a  metrical  copy  in  the  RomaBoe 
language* 
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fitted  it  for  the  use  of  Chaucer  and  Gower.*  But 
the  veil  has  been  more  completely  removed  by  the 
Abb^  de  la  Rue,  in  his  curious  essays  upon  what  he 
aptly  terms  the  Anglo-Norman  poetry,  those  com- 
poations,  namely,  which  were  written  in  French, 

*  From  the  foBowing  introducdon  to  the  metrical  raroanoe 
of  Arthur  and  Merlin,  written  during  the  minority  of  Edward 
in.  H  appean  Aat  die  Bngliah  language  waa  then  gaining 
ground.  The  author  aaya^  he  has  even  seen  many  gentlemen 
who  could  apeak  no  French  (though  generally  uaed  by  peraona 
of  their  rank^)  while  peraona  <^  every  quality  underatood  £ng« 
liah.  He  extola  the  advantages  of  children  who  are  aent  to 
adiooL 

Avaimtaga  thai  haven  tfaaK, 

Fieyndi  and  Latin  erer  aye  where ; 

Of  Fieynih  no  Latin  nil  Y  (d  noore^ 

Ac  an  IngluJhe  Ichil  td  tfaerfine; 

Bight »  dMt  Iv^fUbt,  IngBahe  undenloiidy 

That  waa  bom  in  I^glond ; 

Pieynthe  uae  ihk  gentilnuuiy 

Aa  inrich  Ini^Kahe  can : 

Mani  noble  I  hare  y-aei^a. 

That  no  Freynflhe  ooath  seye ; 

Bigin  Idul  fi>r  her  love^ 

By  Jcsos  lore,  that  eitt  above, 

Onlni^iaobetdmytale^  ^ 

God  ona  aead  aonle  hal^ 

Treviaa  tella  ub,  that  in  ISB&,  ''  in  all  the  grammar  aoolea 
of  Kngland,  chittgea  levetfa  French,  andoonatraothaadkni* 
ctfa  in  Rngtiflch." 
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but  for  the  amusement  qf  the  kings  and  nobles  of 
England* 

One  coosequenoe  of  the  popularity  of  the  Bri- 
tish tales,  among  the  Anglo-Norman  poets,  was^ 
that  alL  those  parts  of  modem  France^  in  which 
the  Romance  language  prevailed,  obtained  an  ear- 
ly and  extensive  acquuntance  with  the  supposed 
history  of  Arthur  and  the  other  heroes  of  Wales. 
The  southern  provinces,  in  which  the  dialect  of 
Languedoc  prevailed,  were  the  seat  of  Proven9al 
poetry ;  and  it  seems  probable,  that,  at  an  early 
period,  the  Troubadours  were  more  welcome  at 
the  court  of  France,  than  the  Norman  minstrels, 
who  resided  on  thfe  territories  of  the  sovereigns  of 
England,  and  tuned  th^  harps  to  the  fame  of  the 
andent  heroes  of  Britain.  In  process  of  time,  when 
Normandy  was  acquired  by  the  kings  of  France, 
the  minstrels  prudently  changed  their  theme,  from 
the  jvaises  of  Arthur  and  his  Round  Table,  to  the 
more  acceptable  subject  of  Charlemagne  and  hia 
Paladins.  This,  at  least,  seems  a  fair  conjecture  ; 
idnce  the  romances  of  this  latter  dass^  founded 
upon  the  annals  of  the  Fseudo-Turpm,  are  allow* 
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ed,  by  the  Ereoch  Ikecatit  to  be  inferior  in  wti- 
quity  to  tfaoae  relaliDg  to  Britibb  flltorj. 

AmoBg  the  tiiles  imported  iob>  France  fnun  Bri- 
tub,  and  which  obtained  an  early  and  extensive 
popuburity,  the  history  of  Tristrem  is  e«irly  di«tiii. 
guiahed.  Chresden  de  Troyes,  who  wrote  many 
romances,  is  said  to  have  oonqxised  one  upon  this 
subject,  which  he  inscribed  to  Philip,  count  of 
Flanders,  who  died  in  1191«  As  thi^  poet  also 
composed  the  history  of  Le  ChevaUer  SEpee  (pro- 
faaUy  the  story  of  The  Knight  and  ike  Sword,  oc-  * 
curring  in  Way'^s  FabUatuCj)  Le  Chevalier  de  la  ^ 
Charrette  (the  history  of  Sir  Lancdat^y  and  Le 
ChevaKer  a  Lion  (Ywain  and  Gawain,)  it  is  per* 
haipB  to  him  that  we  may  ascribe  the  association 
of  Tristrem  into  the  chivalry  of  the  Round  Table ; 
if  so,  he  was  not  followed,  in  this  respect,  by  later 
audiors.  It  is  difiScult  to  ascertain  whence  Chres- 
tien  de  Troyes  procured  his  subjects.  The  tales 
may  have  passed  to  him  from  Armorica :  but,  as 
the  union  between  Britain  and  Normandy  was,  in 
his  days,  most  intimate,  it  seems  fully  as  probable 
that  he  himself  collected  in  England,  or  from  £ng- 
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lish  authority,  the  aiident  British  traditions  which 
he  framed  iato  Romances.^  There  is  some  im* 
certainty  as  to  his  actually  writing  the  history  of 
Tristrem ;  but  at  any  rate,  in  one  of  his  songs^  he 
alludes  to  the  story,  as  generally  known ; 


Ainqnes  dou  buvraige  ne  bui 
Dont  Tristan  fut  empoisoner. 
Car  plus  ma  fidt  aimer  qui  lui 
Fon  cuers  et  bon  volupt^.t 


I  need  not,  I^  the  drink  oifbim, 
'\ybich  drugg'd  the  yaliant  Tristrei] 
My  passion  daims  a  nobler  source. 
The  free-will  ofoing  of  my  aouL 


*  La  Combe  observes, ''  Le  roman  de  Tristan  Leonis,  Tun 
de  plus  beaux  et  des  mieux  faits  qui  aient  jamais  4t4  publies^ 
parut  en  1190.  C'est  le  plus  ancien  de  nos  romans  en  proses 
L'anteur  etoit  encore  de  la  cour  des  due  de  Nonnandie>  rol 
d'Angleteire."  Pre&ce>  p.  xxvi.  In  this  passage  the  learned 
gentleman  makes  a  mistake,  in  which  he  is  followed  by  Mons. 
TEveque  de  la  Ravillere.  If  Chrestien  de  Troyes  actually 
wrote  a  history  o^'  Tristrem,  it  certainly  was  in  verse,  like  all 
his  other  compositions ;  and  it  is  morally  impossible  to  point 
out  a  prose  romance,  upon  that  or  any  other  suligeot,  previova 
to  1190. 

'  t  La  RAYillere.,  Reoofyiions  de  la  Langue  FrancoUe,  PoaicM 
du  Rot  Navarre,  tom.  L  p.  168. 
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Nor  does  the  celebrity  of  the  tale  xest  solely 
upon  the  eyidence  of  Chrestien  de  Troyes.  It  is 
twice  alluded  lo  by  the  king  of  Navarre,  who 
wrote  in  1SS6,  or  very  near  that  period. 

Bonce  dame,  s'fl  vm  plaiaoit^  uu  soir, 

M'auriez  plus  de  jme  don^ 

Conquez  Tristans^  qui  en  fit  son  pooir,  &o. 


De  man  penser^  aim  miex  la  oompaignie^ 
Q'oncqueB  Triatan  ne  fijtt  Yseul  s'amie.* 

The  ingemous  Mons.  de  la  Rue  informs  us,  that 
the  11th  Lay  of  the  celebrated  Mademoiselle  Ma» 
ne,  called  ChewefruiUe^  is  founded  on  an  incident 
takai  from  the  amours  of  Tristrem  with  the  wife 
of  King  Marc,  Marie  flourished  about  the  middle 
of  the  12th  century.  ArcAceolagiay  vol.  13.  p.  43. 
This  lay,  of  which  the  reader  will  find  an  abstract 
in  the  Appendix,  No.  III.,  begms  thus : 

Aaes  me  plest^  e  bleu  le  voO^ 
Du  lai  ge  hum  nurae  dbeYtefoil; 
Qla  verite  toub  encunt^ 
Pur  qud  il  fii  fet  e  dunt : 
Plusurs  me  le  unt  cunte  e  dit^ 
£  jeo  I'd  trov^  en  e«nt, 
De  Triatrem  e  de  la  reine, 
De  lur  amur^  qui  tant  fa  fine> 

*  Po09ies  <k$  Roi  4k  Navarrej  pp.  7.  14^ 
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Dunt  jlz  tKoealt  mdnte  dolor. 
Puis  mumrenl  ea  un  jour. 

Tlus  oelehrated  kidy  avowedly  drew  her  mate* 
rials  from  Annorica,  the  aeeoe  qf  several  of  Tm* 
trem^s  exploits,  and  finally  of  his  death* 

Thus,  the  story  of  Tristrem  a{^)ear8  to  have  been 
popular  in  France,  at  least  thirty  years  before  the 
probable  date  a£  Thomas  of  Ercekbune^s  work. 
A  singular  subject  of  inquiry  is  thus  introduced. 
Did  Thomas  translate  his  poem  from  some  cf  those 
which  were  current  in  the  Romance  language  ?  Or 
did  he  refer  to  the  ordinal  British  authorities^ 
from  which  his  story  had  been  verufied  by^the 
French  minstrels  ?  The  state  of  Scotland,  at  the 
period  when  he  flourished,  may  probably  throw 
some  Hght  on  this  curious  pcnnt 

Although  the  Saicons,  immediatdy  on  their  land- 
ing on  the  eastern  coa3t  of  England^  obtained  set- 
tlements, from  which  they  were  never  finally  dis- 
lodgecl,  yet  the  want  of  union  among  the  inva^ 
ders,  the  oomparatiye  smallness  of  their  numbers, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circumstances,  rendered  the 
progress  of  their  conquest  long  and  uncertain.  For 
ages  after  the  arrival  of  Hengbt  and  Horsa,  the 
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Y^ole  western  ooast  of  Britain  was  possessed  by 
die  aboiiginal  inhaibitantS)  engaged  in  constaikt 
wars  with  the  Saxons;  the  slow,  but  still  increa- 
sing tide  of  whose  victoa-ieB  still  pressed  onlrard 
horn  the  east  These  western  Britons  were,  un* 
fcMrtunatdiy  for  themselves,  i^lft  into  innumemUe 
petty  sov^ragnlies ;  but  We  can  distii^uiah  fdUt 
grand  and  gofieral  divisicMis.  Ist,  The  county  of 
Cornwall,  «ad  part  of  Deyonahii^,  retained  its  in- 
dependence, on  the  south-jwest  extremity  of  the 
island.  Sdly,  Modern  Wales  was  often  uJnked 
iindor  one  king.  SdBy,  Lancashire  and  Cumber- 
land formed  the  kingdom  of  the  Cumraig  Britona, 
which  extended  northward  to  Solway  Frith,  which 
15  now  the  Borders  of  Scotland.  4thly,  Beyond 
the  Scottbh  Border  lay  the  kingdom  of  Strath- 
dwyd,  including,  probably,  all  the  western  part  of 
Scotland,  betwixt  the  Solway  Frith  and  Frith  of 
Clyde.  With  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands, 
we  have,  at  present,  no  concern.  This  western  dl- 
Tisioir  of  the  island  being  peopled  by  tribes  c^  a 
kindred  origin  and  language,  it  is  natural  to  con- 
cekyoy  even  were  the  fact  dubious,  that  the  same 
tractions  and  histories  were  current  among  their 


xxxYHi  -SVEL  TEISTREM. 

tribes.  Accordingly,  Che  modem  Welsh  are  as 
well  versed  in  the  poetry  of  the  Cumraig  and  the 
Stradiclwyd  Britons,  as  in  that  of  thdr  native 
bards ;  and  it  is  chiefly  from  them  that  we  learn 
Ae  obscure  contentions  which  these  north-western 
Bntons  nunntained  against  the  Saxon  invaders. 
The  ^Ksputeid  frontier,  instead  of  extending  across 
the  island,  as  the  more  modem  division  of  Eng. 
land  and  Scotland,  appears  to  have  run  lon^tudi- 
nally,  from  north  to  south,  in  an  irregular  line,  be* 
ginning  at  the  mountains  of  Cumberland,  inclu* 
<ling  the  high  grounds  of  Liddesdale  and  Teviot* 
4ale,  together  with  Ettrick  forest  and  Tweeddale ; 
thus  connecting  a  long  tract  of  mountainous  coun- 
try with  the  head  of  Clydesdale,  the  di^rict  which 
^ave  name  to  the  petty  kingdom.*  In  this  strong 
and  defensible  country,  the  natives  were  long  able 
to  maintain  their  ground.  About  850,  the  union  of 

*  The  vestiges  of  a  huge  ditch  may  be  traced  from  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Gsla,  and  the  Tweedy  and  running  thence  south- 
westward  through  the  upper  part  of  BoxInirghfihire>  and  into 
Liddesdale.  It  is  called  the  Cat -Bad,  or  Cat-rail^  and  has 
certainly  been  a  land-mark  betwixt  the  Gothic  invaders^  who 
possessed  the  lower  country,  and  the  indigenous  Celts,  who 
were  driven  to  the  mountains.  Tradition  says,  that  it  was 
dug  to  divide  the  Peghts  and  Bretts,  L  e,  Picts  and  Britons. 
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the  Scots  and  Picts  enabled  Kenneth  and  his  sue- 
oeflscm  to  attack,  and,  by  degrees,  totally  to  sub^ 
due  the  hidierto  independent  kingdoms  of  Strath* 
dwyd  and  Cumbria.  But,  although  they  were 
thus  made  to  constitute  an  integral  part  of  what 
has  since  been  called  Scotland,  it  is  reasonable  to 
conclude,  that  their  manners  and  customs  conti- 
nued, for  a  long  time,  to  announce  their  British 
descent.  In  these  districts  had  flouri^ed  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  British  bards ;  and  they  had 
witnessed  many  of  the  memorable  events  which 
decided  the  fate  of  the  island.*  It  must  be  sup- 
posed that  the  favourite  traditions  of  Arthur  and 
his  knights  retained  their  ground  for  a  length  of 
time  among  a  people  thus  descended.  Accord- 
ingly, the  scene  of  many  of  their  exploits  is  laid 


*  Of  thefinmer  was  Merdwittn  Wyllt,  or  Merlin  Ihe  Savage^ 
who  inhabited  the  woods  of  Tweeddale^  and  was  buried  at 
Drummeltiar  {Thtmitlus  Merlini,)  near  Peebles;  also  Ane- 
wrin,  who  cdebrates  the  bloody  combat  betwixt  the  north- 
western Britons,  and  the  Saxons  of  Deiria.  The  men  of  Edin- 
Iraigh,  in  particnlar,  were  all  cnt  off;  and  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  the  strong  fbrtress  of  that  city  first  yielded  to 
the  Saxons,  from  whom  it  was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Scots 
and  VietB,  when  united  into  one  people.  Lothian  seems  final" 
Ij  to  hare  submitted  to  them  about  970. 
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in  this  frbntier  oountry  I  BandboroiigK  caade  IStb^ 
pointed  out  a&  the  Castle  Orgeilldus  of  ramaaoe^ 
«nd  Berwick  ib  the  Joyeuse  Gieurde,  the  stron^^ 
hold  of  the  renowned  Sir  LoiKeiot  Ifa  the  dajpt 
of  Fr<n6sart,  the  nkoiintains  dP  Cumberfand  w&re 
still  called  Waka ;  and  he  mentiona  Cariisle  (so 
famous  in  romantic  song)  as  a  ^'  cttj  bdmred  of 
King  Arthur.""  Even  at  this  dkjr,  the  Geldc  tradu 
tions  of  the  Border  ore  hot  entirely  obliterated,* 
and  we  may  tharefore  reasonkbly  conclude,  that  in 
the  middle  of  the  18th  century  they  flourished  in 
full  vigour. 

If  the  reader  casts  his  eye  upon  the  map,  he  will 
see  that  Erceldoune  is  situated  m  the  Ikirddrs  iof 


•  *  See  EmoYlpveSxed  to  Poems  fivmMaitknd  MS.,  hfMx 
Finkerton^  p.  Iviii.;  Compiaffnt  of  Scotland,  Introduction, 
p.  196.  The  editor  met  with  a  Guiious  instance  of  what  ia 
stated  in  the  text  Bang  told  of  a  tnulitioii  of  a  hunter  who 
raised  a  mighty  boar,  and  pursued  him^  from  his  lair  on  the 
Yarrow,  up  to  St  Mary's  Lake,  where  he  was  slain,  at  a  plaoe 
called  Muichra,  he  had  the  cariosity  to  eouonine  the  daira^ 
tion  of  this  last  name.  It  signifies,  in  Gaelic,  The  place  of  the 
Boar,  and  seems  to  attest  the  truth  of  the  tradition.  Indeed, 
most  of  the  names  of  places  in  the  aooth-west  of  Scotland  are 
of  Brittah  d^vation,  and  are  sometimes  found  to  refer  to  po- 
pular traditions  yet  current,  while  the  narratorB  are  lotallj 
ignorant  of  the  erideaoe  thus  aflRnrded  to  the  truth  of  their 
story. 
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dbe  aodent  Brilidi  kingdoni  of  Strathclwyd ;  and 
I  think  ire  tasy  be  aadiomed  to  condude,  that  in 
thiit  ooiiBtrj  Thomas  the  Rhymer  collected  the 
aoateriids  for  his  in^preflsiye  tale  of  Sir  Tristrem. 
The  story^  altfaoogh  it  had  afaready  penetrated  into 
Fraace,  most  have  been  pireserved  in  a  more  pure 
and  authentic  ittate  by  a  people,  who,  perhaps,  had 
Iiavdiy  ceased  to  sjteak  the  language  of  tlie  hera  ' 
Thaw  are  some  considerations  which  strongly  tend 
to  confirm  diis  suppoation. 

In  the  first  jdaoe,  we  have,  by  a  yery  fortunate 
oobicidence,  satisfactory  proo£  that  the  romance 
6£Sir  Tristreniy  as  composed  by  Thomas  of  Ercil- 
doune,  was  known  upon  the  continent,  and  refer- 
red to  by  the  French  minstrels,  as  the  most  au- 
thentic mode  of  tdling  the  story.  Tliis  is  fortu- 
nately established  by  two  metrical  fragments  of  a 
French  romance,  preserved  in  the  valuable  library 
€£  Frauds  Douce,  Esq.  F.A.S.9  of  which  the  reader 
will  find  a  copious  abstract,  following  the  Poem. 
The  story,  told  in  those  fragments,  will  be  found 
to  correspond  most  accurately  with  the  tale  of  Sir 
TriHrenty  as  narrated  by  Thomas  of  Erceldoune, 
while  both  differ  essentially  from  the  French  prose. 
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lomance)  afterwakb  publiahecL  There  seems  iocmh 
to  beUeve  thiit  diese  fi^igisiesitB  were  part  of  a  poem^ 
oompoBed  (as  is  believed)  by  RqouI  de  Besuvus, 
who  flourished  in  ISiSI,  about  the  same  time  of 
Thomas  of  Erceldoune ;  and  shortly  after  we  sup. 
pose  the  latter  to  have  composed  his  grand  work. 
As  many  Normans  had  settled  in  Scotland  about 
this  period,  it  is  probable  that  Thomases  tale  was 
early  translated,  or  rather  imitated,  in  the  Romance 
language.  The  ground  for  beheving  that  this  taak 
was  performed  by  Raoul  de  Beauvais,  is  his  being 
the  supposed  author  of  a  romance  on  the  subject  of 
Sir  PercevaJi  preserved  in  the  library  of  Foucault. 
.The  writer  announces  himself  as  the  author  of  se- 
veral o^r  poems,  particularly  upon  the  sulgect  of 
King  Mark  and  U*di  la  Blonde. 

Cil  qui  fit  d'Enee  et  d'Enide, 
Kt  les  oominandemesis  d'Ovide^ 
£t  Tart  d'aimer  en  Roman  mist^ 
Del  Roy  Marc,  et  d'lTselt  la  Blonde^ 
£t  de  la  Hiiase,  et  de  rErande^ 
£t  del  Rossignol  la  muanoe, 
Un  autre  conte  commence 
D'un  vallet  qui  en  Grease  fVt 
Del  linage  le  Roy  Artu.* 


*  The  late  ingenious  tSs  RitMAi  was  led  to  aaoiibe  the  mK 

numoe  above  quoted^  and,  consequently,  the  poem  Del  Ray 

* 
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The  author  professes  to  have  found  tl^e  original 
of  the  history, 

£t  an  des  liTres  de  Faumaira 
Monsigner  S.  Pierre  a  Biauvaia. 

This  seems  to  be  the  prindpal  reason  for  ascri- 
bing the  romance  of  Perceval  to  Raoul  de  Beau- 
vus.  But  it  is  probable  that  the  author  of  that 
romance,  whoever  he  was,  also  wrote  Mr  Douce^a 
fragments.  After  narrating  the  adventures  of  Sir 
TriHrem^  down  to  his  second  retreat  to  Britanny, 
there  occurs  the  fcdlowing  most  curious  passage, 
concerning  the  different  modes  of  telling  the  story : 


Mare  et  tTTseult  la  Blonde,  to  Chrestien  de  Troyea^  who  lired 
long  before  Thomaa  of  Erceldoune.  Ancient  Metrical  Bo* 
mances.  Introductory  Dissertation^  p.  sdiiL  But  that  indua- 
triona  antiquary  was  led  into  the  error^  by  Chrestien  being  tbe 
author  of  a  yet  more  ancient  romance  upon  the  same  subject 
cf  Perceval^  but  different  firom  that  mentioned  in  tbe  text. 
Thia  work  is  menticmed  by  Fauchet^  who  seems  never  to  have 
aeen  it,  and  ia  quoted  in  Galland's  Essay,  as  totally  distinct 
finom  that  whidi  is  ascribed  to  Raoul  de  Beauvais,  and  consi- 
derably more  ancient,  jtfinn.  de  XAcind.  de^  Inscriptions^ 
torn.  iL  £  67S,  680. 
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Sdgmm,  cett  aAU  «at  wMt  dirafi ; 

E,  pur  00,  Him  par  mes  herf^ 

E  dis  en  tint  com  est  meatier^ 

E  le  nirpliis  Toil  rdener. 

Ke  voil  pas  trop  emmi  diie. 

Id  divraie  la  matyere, 

Entre  ceufl  cpu  solent  canter^ 

E  de  le  ounte  Triatian  parlay 

11  en  content  divenement. 

Oi  en  ai  de  plusiir  gent ; 

Ajux  aai  que'  ehetean  en  dit* 

Et  00  qa*il  unt  mu  en  escrit. 

M^,  selirn  oe  que  j*ai  oij, 

Nfl  dient  pas  solan  Breti, 

Ki  Bolt  les  gestes  et  les  contes 

De  tus  les  ms,  de  tus  les  cantes, 

Ki  oient  6iti  en  Bret^gne^ 

E  sor  que  tot  de  oest  ouzaiogne. 

Flosun  de  iAm  grantor  ne  volent 

Ce  que  del  naim  dne  se  aoknt 

Ki  Ibmme  Kaherdin  dut  aimer. 

Li  naim  redot  Tristtan  naiter, 

£  entusch^  pas  grant  engin 

Quant  ot  afol^  Kaherdin. 

For  oest  pUue,  e  pur  oest  mal, 

Enveiad  Tristran  GuYemal, 

En  Engleterre  pur  Ysolt 

T7toma9t  ioo,  granter  ne  Tolt : 

Rt  si  volt,  par  raison,  mustrer 

Qu^ioo  ne  put  pas  est^er. 

Cist  fust  par  tut  la  part  ooneus, 

£  par  fut  le  regno  sius. 

Qui  de  ramur  ert  paijouers, 

Et  enters  Ysdlt  messagpers. 

Li  reis  Ten  baiet  mult  forment ; 

Guaiter  le  fesdt  k  sa  gent. 

E  eument  put  il  dune  venir 

Sun  service  a  la  curt  offHr, 

A  le  rei,  al  baruns,  al  jerjans. 

Cum  fust  estrange  marchant  ? 


this  tate  is  veiy  4ttEsnntI)r  told  ; 
And  tbereftfe  I  am    *    *    *    {imimtdGgibU) 
And  ten  as  modi  as  is  neQessarj* 
And  win  leave  the  remainder. 
I  win  not  say  too  much  about  it^ 
So  diverse  is  the  matter. 
Among  those  who  are  in  habit  of  tdKng 
And  rdating  the  story  of  Tristran ; 
They  tell  it  ^ery  dUfeaently  ; 
I  have  heard  it  fitMU  many. 
I  know  wen  enough  how  eadi  tdls  it. 
And  what  tbeyhave  pot  in  writing. 
But,  aooording  to  w^uit  T  have  heard. 
They  do  aoc  tdl  iriM  fiserf  does. 
Who  knew  the  gestea  and  the  tales 
Of  an  the  kings,  and  aH  the  earls. 
Who  had  beoi  in  9tttlaQy, 
And  about  the  whole  of  this  story  {owragejy 
Many  of  us  imintireU)  wiD  not  aflow 
What  others  tell  o(iTri$tra»  <Aff)  dwarf. 
Who  is  said  to  have  been  in  love  with  the  wile  of  Ka- 
That  dwarf  caused  Trislnm  tor  be  wouuded    [heiden. 
And  poisoned,  by  great  artifiee. 
When  be  had  occasioned  Kaherden  to  grow  mad. 
On  account  of  this  wound  and  this  disease, 
Tristran  sent  Gouvemail 
Into  England  for  Ysolt. 
TTtomat,  however,  win  not  admit  this ; 
And  undertakes  to  prove,  by  arguments. 
That  this  could  not  be. 

He  iGouTfemaUy  was  known  aU  <>ver  those  pstfts. 
And  throughout  the  kingdom. 
As  being,  privy  to  the  love  (of  TViffraw  omI  I^soft,) 
And  o^m  empbyed  on  messages  to  Yait. 
The  king  hated  him  for  it  mortaUy ; 
And  caused  him  to  be  watched  by  his  peoples 
How  then  could  he  come 
To  offer  his  service  to  the  court. 
To  the  king,  to  the  barons,  and  Serjeants, 
As  if  he  had  been  a  stranger  merchant  ? 
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■ 

Que  faame  ifd  cowto  'I'liat  a  map  so  knpwa  there 

Nl  fad  molt  toat  apcroeus.  Should  not  have  been  immediately  peredved, 

Ne  ni  eoment  il  se  gazdast,  I  do  not  know  how  he  could  have  prevented, 

Ne  enmcnt  Yaolt  amenatt*  Nor  how  he  could  cany  over  Ysolu 

n  rant  dd  conte  fomeis^y  They  are  involved  in  a  very  ibolish  tale», 

E  de  la  vcmn  ediuiag^  And  far  dktant  from  the  truth. 

E  K  00  ne  wdent  g^ranter,  And  if  they  vill  not  admit  thist 

Ne  voil  vcn  eue  esCiiver.  I  will  not  strive  with  them. 

Gcqgent  le  lur«  e  jo  le  men :  Let  them  keep  their  opinion*  and  I  aune  s 

La  laisoa  n  piovera  ben.  The  reason  of  the  thing  will  prove  itseUl 

I  tfaink  that  the  reader  will  be  disposed  to  admit 
the  Thomas,  mentioned  in  this  passage,  to  be  our 
bard  of  Erceldoune.  It  is  true,  that  the  language 
of  the  fragment  ap{>ear8  to  be  very  ancient,  and 
fiiig^t,  were  other  evidence  wanting^  incline  us  td 
refer  it  rather  to  the  12th  than  the  18th  centu-. 
rjr.  But  the  French  language,  as  spoken  in  Eng« 
land,  seems  to  have  adopted  few  improvements 
from  the  continent  In  fact,  it  remained  station^ 
aiy,  or  was  retrograde ;  for  words  were  adopted 
from  the  English,  and,  consequently,  even  at  its 
latest  period,  the  Anglo-Norman  had  an  antiqua- 
ted and  barbarous  cast.  Thus  it  has  become  diffi* 
cult  for  the  best  judges  to  point  out  any  very  mark- 
ed difierence  betwixt  the  style  of  Marie  and  some 
parts  of  Wace^s  translation,  though  a  century  oc- 
curs betwixt  the  date  of  their  poems ;  consequent- 
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ly,  the  author  of  oar  fragments  may  hare  only 
written  a  rude  and  unimproyed,  instead  of  an  ob- 
solete dialect.  Chaucer  seems  to  allude  to  the  dif- 
ference of  the  proper  French  and  the.  Anglo-Nor- 
man,  when  he  tells  us  of  his  prioresse  (a  lady  of 
rank)^» 

And  Frenche  she  spake  fUIl  fiiyre  and  festily. 
After  the  soole  of  Stratford  atte  Bow : 
For  French  of  Paris  was  to  hire  unknowe. 

• 

The  reference  to  style  being  thus  uncertain,  the; 
evidence  on  the  other  side  must  be  allowed  to 
counterviul  it     For,  that  Thomas  of  Erceldoune 
wrote  the  romance  of  Sir  TrUirem,  a  work  of  most 
.extended  reputation,  is  ascertained  by  Robert  de 
Brunne :  That  he  flourished  in  the  13th  century,  is 
proved  by  written  evidence :  That  the  tale,  as  told 
in  the  Fragments^  corresponds  exactly  with  the  ed^ 
tion  now  published,  while  they  both  diflPer  widely 
from  every  other  work  upon  the  same  subject,  is 
indisputable.    As  the  one,  therefore,  is  affirmed  te 
be  the  work  of  Thomas,  and  the  other  lefers  to  a 
Thomas  who  composed  such  a  woric,  the  connec- 
tion betwixt  them  is  completely  proved,  and  the 
ascertained  period  of  Thomases  existence  may  be 
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safely  held  as  a  laodmark  for  fixing  the  date  of 
the  fiBgments,  notwithstanding  the  obsolete  laa« 
guage  in  which  they  are  written. 

« 

•  Asstumng,  therefore,  that  Thomas  of  Eitseldoune 
is  the  person  referred  to  by  the  contempcMrary 
French  author,  it  will  be  ^UiRcult  to  ffye  any  other 
reason  for  the  high  authority  which  the  minstrd 
asogns  to  him,  than  his  having  had  immediate  ac- 
cess to  the  Celtic  traditions  concermng  Sir  Tri^ 
irem,  with  which  the  Anglo-Norman  romancers 
were  unacquainted.  The  author  of  the  fragments 
quotes  the  authority  of  Breri,  apparently  an  Ar- 
morican,  to  whom  were  known  all  the  tales  of  the 
kings  and  earls  of  Brittany ;  and  with  equal  pro- 
priety he  might  refer  to  Thomas  of  Erceldoune,  as 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  wliat  had  been  a  British 
kingdom,  where,  perhaps,  was  still  spoken  the  lan- 
guage in  which  the  feats  of  Sir  Tristrem  were  first 
sung.  But  it  is  plain,  that,  had  Thomas  transit* 
ted  from  the  French,  the  Anglo-Norman  minstrel 
would  have  had  no  occasion  to  refer  to  a  transla- 
tor, whoi  the  original  was  in  his  own  language^ 
and  within  his  inunediate  reach.  What  attached 
authenticity  to  Thomas'^s  work  seems,  therefore,  to 


have  been  the  purity  pf  hi»  Bptiah  wateriala,  by 
which  he  bmugfat  back  to  it»  original  omplicity 
a  story,  which  had  been  oltered  «d  perverted  in. 
to  a  thousand  forms,  by  tb*  dwiwr*  of  Nonnandy- 
But  what  may  be  allowed  to  put  our  doubu  at 
rest,  is  the  evidence  of  (Sotftied  von  Strasburgh, 
a  German  nunstrel  of  the  18th  century,  who  com- 
jikd  a  puodigioudy  long  metrical  romance  on  the 
subgect  of  Sir  Tristrem.    Thb  author,  like  the 
I-iench  dueur,  aSBam  that  many  of  his  professon 
told  the  celebrated  tale  of  Sir  Tristrem  imperfecdy 
and  incorrectly;  but  that  he  ^mm^  derived  hia 
authority  from  "  Thomas  of  Britannia,  master  of 
4e  art  of  romance,  who  had  read  the  history  in 
British  books,  and  knew  the  lives  of  all  the  lords 
of  the  land,  and  made  them  kupwn  to  us."    Got- 
ftied  adds,  that  he  sought  Thomas's  narrative  di- 
figenUy  both  in  French  and  Latin  books,  and  at 
length  fortunately  discovered  it    In  anolher  place 
he  appeals  to  the  authority  of  Thomas  concerning 
the  dominions  of  Revaline,  (the  Boland  of  Tho- 
mas)  which  he  says  consisted  of  Parmewe,  (Arme- 
me)  and  of  a  separate  territory  held  of  Duke  Mor. 

gan,  to  whom  the  Scots  were  then  subject    Hem. 
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lich  von  Vribere,  the  eontinuatcNr  of  Gotfried^s 
Aamitiye,  also  quotes  the  authority  of  Thomas  of 
Biitamiia,  whose  work  seems  to  have  been  knowii 
to  him  through  the  medium  of  a  Lombard  or  Ita- 
lian translation.  An  account  of  these  German  ro- 
mances, which  the  editor  owes  to  the  friendship  of 
Mr  Henry  Weber,  is  subjoined  to  the  analysis  of 
the  French  fragments.  The  references  which  they 
contain  to  the  authority  of  Thomas  of  Britannia, 
serve  to  ascertain  his  original  property  in  the  poem 
of  Sir  Tristrem. 

In  the  second  place,  if  Thomas  of  Erceldoune 
did  not  translate  from  the  French,  but  composed 
an  original  poem,  founded  upon  Celtic  tradition, 
it  will  follow,  that  the  first  classical  English  ro- 
mance was  written  in  part  of  what  is  now  called 
Scotland ;  and  the  attentive  reader  will  find  some 
reason  to  believe  that  our  language  received  the 
first  rudiments  of  improvement  in  the  very  comer 
where  it  now  exists  in  its  most  debased  state. 

In  England,  it  is  now  generally  admitted,  that, 
after  the  Norman  conquest,  while  the  SasLon  lan- 
guage was  abandoned  to  the  lowest  of  the  people, 
imd  while  the  conquerors  only  deigned  to  employ 
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th^  native  French,  the  mixed  language,  now  call- 
ed English,  only  existed  as  a  kind  o£  lingua  Jranca^ 
to  conduct  the  necessary  intercourse  between  the 
victors  and  the  vanquished.  It  was  not  till  the 
reign  of  Henry  III.  that  this  dialect  had  assumed 
a  shape  fit  for  the  purposes  of  the  poet  ;*  and 
even  then,  it  is  most  probable  that  English  poet- 
ry, .if  any  such  existed,  was  abandoned  to  the 
peasants  and  menials,  while  all,  who  aspired  above 
the  vulgar,  listened  to  the  lais  of  Marie,  the  ro* 
mcmcea  of  Chretien  de  Troyes,  or  the  interesting 
JbbHava  of  the  Anglo-Norman  trouveurs.  The  on- 
ly persons  who  ventured  to  use  the  native  language 
of  the  country  in  literary  compositions;  were  cer- 
tain: monkish  annalists,  who  usually  think  it  ne^ 
cessary  to  inform  us,  that  they  condescended  to  so 
degrading  a  task  out  of  pure  charity,  lowlkiess  of 
spirit,  and  love  to  the  ^^  lewd  men""  who  could  not 
understand  the  Latin  of  the  cloister,  or  the  Anglo- 
Norman  of  the  court.  Even  when  the  language 
was  gradually  polished,  and  became  fit  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  the  minstrels,  the  indolence  or  taste  of 

*  See  £llis'8  Specitncw,  vol.  i.  chap.  iii. 


INTRODUCTION.  U 

that  race  of  poets  induced  them,  and  those  who 
wrote  for  their  use,  to  prefer  translating  the  An- 
glo-Norman  and  French  romances,  which  had 
stood  the  test  of  years,  to  the  more  precarious  and 
laborious  task  of  original  composition.  It  is  the 
united  opinion  of  Wharton,  Tyrwhytt,  and  Ritson, 
that  there  exists  no  English  Romance,  prior  to  the 
days  of  Chaucer,  which  is  not  a  translation  of  some 
earlier  French  one. 

While  these  circumstances  operated  to  retard 
the  improvement  of  the  Engli^  language  in  Eng- 
land itself,  there  is  great  reason  to  believe,  that  in 
the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  its  advances  were  more 
rapid.  The  Saxon  kingdom  of  Bemicia  was  not 
limited  by  the  Tweed,  but  extended,  at  least  oc- 
casionally, as  far  northward  as  the  Frith  of  Forth. 
The  fertile  plains  of  Berwickshire,  and  the  Lo- 
thians,  were  inhabited  by  a  race  of  Anglo-Saxons, 
whose  language  resembled  that  of  the  Belgic  tribes 
whom  they  had  conquered,  and  this  blended  speech 
contained,  as  it  were,  the  ori^nal  materials  of  the 
Enghsh  tongue.  Beyond  the  Friths  of  Forth  and 
€if  Tay,  was  the  principal  seat  of  the  Ficts,  a  Gro- 
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tbic  tribe,*  if  we  can  trust  the  best  authoritieii^ 
who  spoke  a  dialect  of  the  Teutonic,  different  from 
the  Anglo-Saxon,  and  apparently  more  allied  to 
the  Belgic  This  people  fallii^  under  the  dotni* 
nion  of  the  kings  of  Scots,  the  united  foites  of 
those  nations  wrenched  from  tlie  Sajcons,  first,  the 
province  of  the  Lothians,  finally,  that  of  Berwick- 
shire, and  even  part  of  Northumberland  itself. 
But,  as  the  victors  spoke  a  language  siknikr  to 
that  of  the  vanquished,  it  is  probable  that  ho  great 
alteration  took  place  in  that  particular,  the  natives 
of  the  south-eastern  border  continuing  to  use  the 
Anglo-Saxcm,  qualified  by  the  Pictish  dialect,  and 
to  bear  the  name  of  Angles.  Hence,  many  of  our 
Scottish  monarchs^  charters  are  addressed  Fideli- 
bu8  suis  SccftAs  et  Anglis^  the  latter  being  the  inha- 
bitants of  Lothian  and  the  Merse.  See  Macpher- 
son^s  excellent  Notes  on  Wmtoun^  vol.  II.  p.  474, 
Diphmaia^  pp.  6,  8,  Independence^  Appendix  Sd. 
The  Scots,  properly  and  restrictively,  meant  the 

*  Since  the  first  publication  of  this  romance^  the  Gothic  de- 
scent of  the  Pictish  nation  has  been  very  ably  combated  in  the 
Caledonia  of  Mr  Chalmers.  So  little  of  the  editor's  aigument 
rests  upon  this  pointy  that  he  is  totunatdy  not  called  upon  to 
discuss  a  point  of  such  obscurity  against  so  able  an  opponent. 


INTRODUCTION.  Kii 

Northern  Caledpnians,  who  spoke  Gaelic ;  but  ge- 
nerally used,  aa  in  these  charters,  that  name  in- 
cludes the  Picts,  with  whom  they  were  now  united, 
and  all.  inhabitants  of  Scotland  north  of  the  Friths 
of  Clyde  and  Forth.  In  Strathclwyd,  and  in  the 
ancient  Reged,  the  Britons  were  gradually  blended 
with  the  Scoto- Angles  of  Lothian  and  Berwick- 
shire, and  adopted  their  language.  Here,  there- 
fore, was  a  tract  of  country  including  all  the  south 
of  Scotland,  into  which  the  French  or  Romance 
language  was  never  so  forcibly  introduced.  The 
oppression  of  the  Norman  monarchs  and  the  fre* 
quency  of  civil  wars,  drove,  it  is  true,  many  of 
their  nobility  into  exile  in  Scotland;  and,  upon 
other  occasions,  the  auxiliary  aid  of  these  warlike 
strangers  was  invoked  by  our  Scottish  kings,  to 
aid  their  restoration,  or  secure  their  jNrecarious 
dominions.  Twice  within  three  years,  namely,  in 
1094i  and  1097,  the  forces  of  the  Anglo-Normans 
aided  Duncan  and  Edgar,  the  sons  of  Malcolm, 
to  expel  from  the  Scottish  throne  the  usiuper  Do- 
nald Bain.  In  the  War  of  the  Standard,  most  of 
David^s  men  at  arms  are  expressly  stated  to  have 
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been  Normans ;  and  the  royal  charters,*  as  well 
as  the  names  of  our  peerage  and  baronage,  attest 
the  Norman  descent  of  most  of  our  principal  fami- 
lies. But  these  foreigners,  though  they  brought 
with  them  talents,  civil  and  military,  which  recom- 
mended them  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  the 
Scottish  monarchs,  though  they  obtained  large 
possessions  and  extensive  privileges,  were  neither 
so  numerous  nor  so  powerful  as  to  produce  a 
change  in  the  language  of  the  country,  even  among 
persons  of  their  own  eminent  rank.  Accordingly, 
although  French  was  doubtless  understood  at  the 
court  of  Scotland,  it  seems  never  to  have  been 
spoken  by  her  kings  and  nobles ;  the  IrtgUs  re^ 
maining  the  ordinary  language.  But  the  Suc- 
ceeding influx  of  Norman  barons,  although  they 
could  not  change  the  language  of  Scotland,  intnK 
duced  into  it  a  variety  of  words  from  the  romance, 
and  gave  it  probably  the  same  tinge  of  French 
which  it  acquired  in  England  at  a  later  period. 

**  The  &mouB  charter  of  David  I.,  addressed  Ommbuijide^ 
libus  suis  totiut  regni  siu,  Francis,  et  Anglicis,  et  Scoitis,  et 
GalvnnnUnis,  attests  the  variety  of  tribes  who  inhabited  his 
d^inimons. 
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Thus  the  language,  now  called  English,  was  form- 
ed under  very  different  circumstanced  in  England 
and  Scotland ;  and,  in  the  latter  country,  the  Teu- 
tonic, its  principal  component  part,  was  never  han 
nished  from  court,  or  confined  to  the  use  of  the 
vulgar,  as  was  unquestionably  the  case  in  the  for* 
mer. 

It  may  be  thought  that  the  British,  spoken,  as 
we  have  seen,  by  the  tribes  of  Cumbria  and  Strath 
Clwyd,  as  well  as  by  the  proper  Scots,  ought  to 
have  entered  into  the  composition  of  the  new  lan- 
guage. But,  although  possessing  beauties  of  its 
own,  the  Celtic  has  every  where  been  found  inca- 
pable of  being  amalgamated  with  the  Gothic  dia- 
lects, from  which  it  is  radically  and  totally  dis- 
tinct  The  Scottish  kiitgs  appear  soon  to  have 
disused  it,  although,  while  the  recollection  of  their 
original  descent  and  language  continued,  a  Celtic 
bard,  or  sennachie,  was  sometimes  heard  to  deliver 
a  rhapsody  in  honour  of  the  royal  descent,  like  the 
Jhion  composed  by  the  court-bard  of  Malcolm  III. 
But  as  tiieir  knguape  became  unintelligible,  the  re- 
spect paid  to  them  was  diminished,  and  at  length, 
t))ough  still  admitted  upon  great  festivals,  their 
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Erse  genealogies  became  the  object  rather  of  de* 
rision  than  admiration.  Such  a  bard  is  well  d^ 
scribed  in  the  Houbdy  a  poem  written  during  the 
reign  of  James  II.,  and  containing  some  curious 
traits  of  manners.*  At  length,  by  statute  1457, 
ch.  799  ^c  wandering  Celtic  bards  are  ranked  with 
somares  (persons  taking  victuals  by  force,)  masUr* 
Jvl  beggars  (sturdy  beggars,)  andJUgnedJoobf  all 
to  be  imprisoned,  or  banished  the  country.  Mean- 
while, the  minstrels,  who  used  the  English  Uof 
guage,  and  had,  in  fact,  founded  many  of  their 


*  The  Ruke,  eaUet  the  Bard. 
Sa  come  the  Ruke,  with  a  rerde  and  a  rane-roch^ 

A  bard  oat  of  Ireland^  with  Banoehadee, 
Said  "  Oluniaw  gvk  dynydrach  hala  mywehiy  dock, 

**  Reke  hir  a  rug  of  the  roat,  or  scho  sail  ryre  thee ; 
"  Mitch  makmory  ach  mach  momitir,  mock  loch, 

*^  Set  hir  doon,  gif  her  drink ;  quhat  deill  ayles  yep 
**  ODermyn,  (fDonnal,  (XDochardy  Droch, 

"  Thir  ar  the  Ireland  kingia  of  the  Erechrye, 
"  (fKnewlyn,  (fCoiwchar,  C/Gregre,  MacOrane^ 
"  The  Chemchy,  the  darschach, 
'^  The  Seneschene,  the  Ballach, 
**  The  Krckrycy  the  Corach, 
"  Scho  kennia  them  ilk  ane." 


The  bard,  for  troabling  the  company  with  this  disMoant 
jargon,  is  at  length  roUed  in  the  mire  by  two  bnffiwns.  Pin- 
kertok's  A:ottish  Poerm,  vol.  IIL 
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tales  upon  the  traditions  of  the  neglected  and  op- 
pressed bards,  were  ranked  with  kniglits  and  heu 
raids,  and  permitted  to  wear  silk  robes,  a  dress  limit- 
ed to  persons  who  could  spend  a  hundred  pounds 
of  land  rent 

From  this  short  statement  it  follows,  that,  whil^ 
the  kings  ai^d  nobles  of  England  were  amused  by 
tales  of  chivalry,  composed  in  the  French  or  Bo- 
manoe  language,  those  which  were  chaunted  in 
the  court  of  Scotland  must  have  been  written  ori- 
ginally in  Inglis.  The  English  did  not  begin  to 
translate  these  French  poems  till  about  1800,  nor 
to  compose  original  romances  in  their  own  Ian- 
guage  until  near  a  century  later.  But  Thomas  of 
Eroeldoune,  Kendal,  (whose  name  seems  to  infer  a 
Cumbrian  descent,)  Hutcheon  of  the  Awle  Royal^ 
and  probably  many  other  poets,  whose  names  and 
works  have  now  perished,  had  already  flourished 
in  the  court  of  Scotland.  Besides  Sir  Tristrem, 
there  stiU  exist  at  least  two  Scyttish  romances^ 
which,  in  alji  probability,  were  composed  long  be- 
fore the  conclusion  of  the  18th  century.  These 
are  entitled  Gawen  and  Gdqgras,  and  Galoran  of 
Gdoaoff*    This  opimon  is  not  founded  n^erely 
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upon  their  extreme  rudeness  and  unintelligibUity  ; 
for  that  may  be  in  some  degree  owing  to  the  su- 
p^hdbundant  use  of  alliteration,  which  required 
many  words  to  be  used  in  a  remote  and  oblique 
sense,  if  indeed  they  were  not  invented  ^^  for  the 
nonce.*^  But  the  comparative  absence  of  French 
words,  and  French  phraseology,  so  fashionable  in 
Scotland  after  the  time  of  Robert  Bruce,  when 
the  intercourse  of  the  countries  became  more  inti- 
mate, and,  above  all,  evident  allusions  to  the  pos- 
sesaon  of  part  of  Scotland  by  the  British  tribes, 
seem  to  indicate  sufficiently  their  remote  antiqui- 
ty. Even  the  alliteration  is  a  proof  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  composed.  Chaucer  tells  us, 
that  the  composition  of  gestes,  or  romances,  and 
the  use  of  alliteration,  were,  in  his  time,  peculiar  at- 
tributes of  the  northern  poets.    His  Fersonne  say^ 

But  trosteth  wel^  I  am  a  sotheroe  man, 
I  cannot  geste,  rem,  ram,  ruf,  by  my  letter. 
And,  God  wote,  rime  hold  but  I  litd  better. 

In  these  romances  there  does  not  appear  the 
least  trace  of  a  French  original ;  and  it  seems  pro- 
bable, that,  like  Sir  Tristrem^  they  were  compiled 
by  Scottish   authors  from  the  Celtic  traditions, 
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which  stiU  floated  among  their  countrymen.  To 
this  list,  we  might  perhaps  be  authorised  in  add- 
ing the  History  qfSir^Edgar  and  Sir  Grime ;  for, 
although  only  a  modernized  copy  is  now  known  to 
exist,  the  language  is  unquestionably  Scottish,  and 
the  scene  is  laid  in  Carrick,  in  Ayrshire. 

The  very  early  and  well-known  romance  of  Hom~ 
chUd  seems  also  to  be  of  Border  ori^ ;  nay,  there 
is  some  room  to  conjecture,  that  it  may  have  been 
the  composition  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune  himself. 
The  French  MS.  of  the  romance,  in  the  Museum, 
be^ns  thus : 

Seigniirs  oi  avez  le  vers  del  parchemin^ 
Cum  le  Ben  Aaluf  est  venuz  a  la  fin ; 
Mestre  Thomas  ne  volt  qu'H  seit  mis  a  declin^ 
K'il  ne  die  de  Horn  le  vaillant  orphalin. 

And  it  ends  with  the  foUowmg  odd  couplet : 

Tomas  n'en  dirrat  plus ;  iu  atUem,  chanterat, 
Tu  autem,  domine,  miserere  nosiru* 


*  In  the  conclusion^  mention  is  made  of  a  certain  Gilimot, 
a  son  6t  the  narrator^  on  trhom  he  devolves  the  task  to  tell^  in 
rhime^  the  adventures  of  Hodcremod^  son  to  Horn  and  Reg- 
menil^  who  conquered  Alfiiche,  and  avenged  all  his  rektions 
upon  the  Pagans. 
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A  poet  named  Thomas,  being  thus  referred  to 
as  the  author  of  a  tale,  the  scene  o£  which  is  laid  in 
Northumberland,  and  in  which  every  name,  whe- 
ther  of  place  or  person,  attests  an  onffsjL  purely 
Saxon,  there  seems  no  reason  why  he  may  not  be 
identified  with  Thomas  of  Erceldoime,  a  celebrated 
Border  poet,  to  whom  every  tradition  respecting 
Ddbia  and  Bemida  must  have  been  intimately  fa* 
miliar.  If  the  apparent  antiquity  of  the  language 
of  the  French  Kinff  Horn  be  alleged  iEigainst  this 
opinion,  we  may  oppose  the  difficulty  and  appa- 
rent impossibility  of  ascertaining  the  chronology  of 
French  poetry,  oonmdering  how  widely  it  was  ex- 
tended, and  into  how  many  dialects  it  must  neces- 
sarily have  been  divided.    Even  in  our  own  litera- 

Com  cQ  punt  mustrer  qui  la  stone  saurat, 
loest  lais  a  mun  fiz  Gilimot,  ki  1  darrat^ 
Ki  la  rime^  apres  md,  bien  oontz^qyeiaty 
ControTeuiB  est  ben  et  demeit. 

It  is  uncertain  whedier  this  Gilimot  be  die  son  of  the  aa« 
thor  Thomas,  or  of  the  French  rimeur,  who,  according  to  the 
hypothesis  in  the  text,  is  only  the  translator  of  the  story.  I 
incline  to  the  latter  opinion,  because  these  unneceflsary  conti- 
nuations were  seldom  composed  by  the  author  of  the  original 
work.  If  the  Vers  del  Parchetnmy  and  the  history  of  the  Som 
ron  Aaitf,  be  ever  discovered,  it  may  throw  some  light  upon 
the  subject 
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ttire,  did  We  not  know  tbe  age  of  Gawain  Douglas, 
we  should  certidtoly  esteem  lus  language  older  than 
that  of  Chaucer,  When,  in  fact,  it  is  nearly  two 
eentuiies  later.  It  is  imposrible,  where  other  evi- 
dence fidls,  to  distinguish,  from  the  drcumstance 
of  style  alone,  that  which  is  provincial^  from  that 
which  is  really  ancient.  But  whatever  may  be 
thought  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune^'s  claim  to  be 
held  the  author  of  this  romance,*  it  does  not  ap- 

*  The  editor's  opinion  is  only  stated  hypothetically ;  nor 
win  hebe  surprised  atany  one  inclining  to  believe  that  the  Tho- 
mas of  die  French  ffon^Childia,  in  &ct^  the  rimeur  himael^ 
and  not  the  bard  of  £roeldoune :  but  he  cannot  allow  that 
such  Anglo-Norman  Thomas,  supposing  him  to  exist  (which, 
after  all,  is  matter  of  supposition,)  shall  be  identified  with  the 
Tomas  in  the  Fragments  of  Ar  Tristrem,  In  that  point,  the 
ground  taken  in  these  remarks  seems  much  stronger ;  for  we 
know  certainly  the  existence  of  Thomas  of  Eroeldoune,  who 
did  write  a  ronasnce  of  Sir  Triitrem,  highly  esteemed  by  his 
contemporaries ;  we  have  also  seen  reasons  why  his  authority 
ahould  be  referred  to  by  a  French  rimeur,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  and  probably  fer  the  same  reasons,  quotes  that  of  an  Ar- 
morican  minstrel.  But,  granting  the  French  rimeur,  Thomas, 
to  have  existed,  we  can  see  no  natural  connectbn  betwixt  him 
and  the  taleof  Sir  Tristrem,  andno  reason  why,  supposing  him 
to  have  written  such  a  tale  (which,  again,  is  a  matter  of  gn- 
toitons  supposition,)  his  authority  should  have  been  refen^ 
to  as  irreftagable  by  posterior  nanEton  of  the  same  history. 
In  one  view  of  the  case,  we  have  indisputable  fkct ;  in  the 
otiier,  mere  hypothesis.  Abov^  all,  the  reference  seems  con* 
dnsive  to  the  correspondence  betwixt  the  poems. 
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pear  less  certain,  that  it  has  orij^nally  been  writ- 
ten in  or  near  the  country,  which  b  described  with 
so  much  accuracy.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  answer, 
with  a  late  ingenious  antiquary,  that  the  names 
and  references  are  all  northern,  because  the  story 
is  predicted  of  the  Saxons  and  Danes  in  England 
and  Ireland.*  We  know  how  totally  indifferent 
the  minstrels  and  their  hearers  were  to  every  thing 
allied  to  costume,  which  their  ignoraace  would  have 
disabled  them  from  preserving,  had  their  careless- 
ness permitted  them  to  strive  after  such  an  excel- 
lence. When,  therefore,  we  find  a  romance,  like 
that  of  Horn,  without  the  least  allusion  to  Norman 
names  and  manners,  we  may,  I  think,  safelyj  ccm- 
clude,  that,  although  it  exists  in  both  languages, 
it  must  have  been  originally  composed  in  that  of 
the  country  where  the  scene  is  laid,  and  from 
which  the  actors  are  brought  See  Reliquea  of 
Ancteni  Poetry,  v.  1.  p.  Ixxviii.  §  S.  It  may  finally 
be  remarked,  that  although  the  more  modern  ro- 
mance of  HomchUd  in  the  Auchinleck  MSS.  has 
some  phrases,  as  ^^  in  boke  we  read,^  ^^  in  rime,  as 

*  Dissertation  on  Romance,  prefixed  to  Ritson's  Metrietd 
Romances  f  p«  xcix. 
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we  are  told,^  generally  supposed  to  imply  a  trans- 
lation from  the  French,*  yet  nothing  of  the  kind 
occurs  in  the  older  tale,  published  by  Mr  Ritson^ 
which  bears  every  mark  of  originality. 

The  romance  of  Wade^  twice  alluded  to  by  Chau- 
cer, but  now  lost,  was  probably  a  Border  composi- 
tion. The  casde  of  this  hero  stood  near  the  Bo- 
man  Wall,  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  stumount- 
ed ;  and  it  was  long  inhabited  by  his  real  or  fan- 
cied descendants.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose,  that 
Norman  minstrels  came  in  tothese  remote  comers 
of  the  kingdom  to  collect  or  celebrate  the  obscure 
traditions  of  their  inhabitants  ;  although,  finding 
them  already  versified,  they  might  readily  translate 
them  into  their  own  language. 

These  general  observations  on  the  progress  of 
romantic  fiction  in  the  Border  counties,  lead  us  to 
oonoder  the  evidence  g^ven  by  Robert  de  Brunne, 
concerning  the  poetry  of  Thomas  of  Eroeldoune, 
which  is  thus  expressed  in  the  Introduction  to  his 
Annals: 

*  Even  this  drcumstance  by  no  means  decidedly  infers  re- 
ftrence  to  a  French  original.  Baiboor  calla  his  own  poem  a 
romance,  thou^  it  never  existed  in  French. 
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Als  tibu  *  haf  wryten  and  aayd 
Haf  I  alle  in  myn  IngUs  laydj 
In  symple  speche  as  I  couthe. 
That  is  lightest  in  manne's  moathe. 
I  made  noght  for  no  diaours, 
Ne  for  no  seggours,  no  hazpoun, 
Bot  fixr  the  Inf  of  aymple  men, 
That  strange  Inglis  cannot  ken  ; 
Tor  many  it  ere  that  strange  Inglis^ 
In  ryme  wate  never  what  it  is ; 
And  bot  thai  wist  what  it  mente, 
Ellis  methought  it  were  all  schente. 
I  made  it  not  for  to  be  praysed^ 
Bot  at  the  l^wed  men  were  ayaed. 
If  it  were  made  in  ryme  oouwee. 
Or  in  strangere,  or  enterlace^ 
That  rede  Inglis  it  ere  inowe 
That  oouthe  not  have  ooppled  a  kowe. 
That  outher  in  cowee  or  in  baston, 
Smn  raid  haf  ben  fixrdon  ; 
So  that  fele  men  that  it  herde 
Suld  not  witte  how  ihat  it  ferde. 
/  see  in  mtng,  in  eedgetfng  tale. 
Of  Erceldoune  and  ofKendale, 
JVon  ikam  sayit  as  thai  thaim  wroghi. 
And  in  ther  sajfing  it  semes  noght. 
That  may  thou  here  in  Sir  Tristrem, 
Over  gestes  it  has  the  steem. 
Goer  ail  that  is  or  was. 
If  men  it  sayd  as  made  Thomas  ; 
Bot  I  here  it  no  man  so  say. 
That  of  some  coppte  som  is  away. 
So  thare  &yre  saying  here  befbme^ 
Is  thare  travaile  nere  forlome ; 


*  His  Latin  and  Frendi  authorities. 
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Thai  myd  it  fbr  puide  and  nobleye^ 
That  wera  not  suylke  as  diei. 
And  alle  that  thai  willed  overwhere^ 
▲Be  that  iQie  wSI  itt>tr  Ibrftre. 
Thai  aayd  it  in  ao  quaint  laglis^ 
That  many  wate  not  what  it  is. 
Tliereteeheiiyed  wde  the  more 
In  strange  ryme  to  tratayle  sove ; 
And  my  wit  was  oure  thynne 
So'sCrange  speehe  to  tMTayle  in ; 
And  fbrsooth  I  ooath  nog^t 
So  strange  Inglis  as  thai  wrqght. 
And  men  bewi^t  me  many  a  tyme 
To  tame  it  hot  in  light  ryme. 
Thai  seyd  if  I  in  strange  ryme  it  torn. 
To  here  it  many  on  sidd  skome ; 
For  IB  it  ere  names  MX  selooathe. 
That  ere  not  used  now  in  mouthe. 
And  therefore^  fbr  the  oommonalte> 
That  Uyihdy  wald  listen  to  me> 
On  light  lange  I  it  began^ 
For  bif  of  the  lewed  man. 


This  passage  requires  some  commentary,  as  the 
sense  has  been  generally  mistaken.  Robert  de 
Brunne  does  not  mean,  as  has  been  supposed,  that 
the  minstrels,  who  repeated  Thomases  romance  of 
Sir  Trigtreniy  disguised  the  meaning,  by  putting  it 
into  ^<  qumiUe  Inglis  ;^  but,  on  the  contrary,  that 
Kendal  and  Thomas  of  Ercddoune  did  themselves 
use  sach  ^'  quamie  IngRs^  that  those  who  repeated 


Ixvi  91R  TRISTEEM* 

the  story  were  unahb  to  undoratand  it,  or  to  make 
it  intelli^ble  to  thdir  hearers.  Above  all,  he  oom- 
phins,  that,  by  writiiig  an.  intricate  and  oompli* 
cated  stanza,  as  <^  ryme  cowee^  strtmgere^  or  etUre^ 
lace^  it  was  difficult  for  the  diseurs  to  recollect  the 
poem ;  and  of  Sir  Tristrenij  in  particular,  he  avers, 
that  he  never  heard  «  perfect  recital,  because  of 
tome  one  <'  copple^  or  stanza,  a  part  was  always 
omitted.  Hence  he  argues,  at  great  length,  that  he 
himself,  writing  not  for  the  minstrel  or  harper,  nor 
to  acquire  personal  fame,  but  solely  to  instruct  the 
ignorant  in  the  history  of  their  country,  does  well 
in  chunng  a  simple  structure  of  verse,  which  they 
can  retidn  correctly  on  their  memory,  and  a  style 
which  is  popular,  and  easily  understood.  Besides 
which  he  hints  at  the  ridicule  he  might  draw  o^ 
his  poem,  should  he  introduce  the  uncouth  names 
of  his  personages  into  a  courtly  ot  refined  straki 
of  verse.    They  were 

Great  names^  tmt  hard  ia  verse  to  stand. 

While  he  arrogates  praise  to  himself  for  his  choice, 
he  excuses  Thomas  of  Ercddoune,  and  Kendale»  for 
using  a  more  ambitious  and  ornate  kind  of  poetiy » 
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^*  They  wrote  for  pride  (fame)  and  for  noUes, ' 
Qot  such  as  diese  my  ignorant  hearers.^    Thus, 
the  testimony  of  this  anwnt  hi8lorian»  who  was 
a  oolitemporary  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune,  estat 
Utthes  at  once  the  high  r^utatlon  of  his  w<»k) 
and  the  particuhur  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  writtoi.     While  the  English  minstrds  had 
hardly  Tsntured  on  the  drudgery  of  trangdating  the 
French  romanees,  or,  if  they  did  so^  were  only  lis- 
tened to  by  the  lowest  of  the  people,  our  northern 
poets  were  writing  original  guU  ^^  for  jHride  and 
noUeye,^  in  a  hi^  style  and  complicated  stanza, 
which  the  southern  harpers  marred  in  rqieating, 
and  which  their  plebeian  audience  were  unable  to 
comprehend.     In  one  word,  the  early  romances 
€i  England  were  written  in  French,  those  of  Scot- 
land were  written  in  English. 

If  the  editor  has  been  successful  in  his  state- 
ment, two  points  have  beoi  established ;  1st,  That 
tbe  minstrels  of  the  south  of  Scotland,  living  in  or 
near  the  British  tribes  of  Beged  and  Strathclwyd, 
liecame  the  natural  depotttaries  of  the  treasures  of 
Celtic  tradition,  esteemed  so  precious  in  the  mid- 
dle ages ;  fldly.  That,  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
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stances  under  whidr  the  English  language  was 
formed  in  the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  and  north  of 
England,  it  probably  was  more  early  fitted  for  the 
use  of  the  poet  in  that  country,  than  in  the  more 
southern  parts  of  the  ffister*  kingdom,  where  it  was 
so  long  confined  to*  the  nse  of  the  populace.  Who- 
ever Aall  be  tempted  to  pursue  tins  carious  sab- 
ject,  will  find  that  this  system,  if  confirmed  upon 
more  minute  investigation,  may  account  for  many 
anomalous  peculiarities  in  the  history  of  English 
romance  and  minstrelsy.  In  particular,  it  w91 
shew  why  the  Northumbrians  cultivated  a  species 
c^  music  net  known  to  the  rest  of  England,*  and 

*  '  In  borealibuB  quoque  nugoris  Britanniie  partibusj  trans 
Humbermn  Eboracique  finibus^  Anglorum  populi,  qui  partes 
iilaa  inhabitant,  shn^  eanendosymphoniaca  utimtur  harmo- 
nia  ;  binia  tamen  solummodo  tonomm  difi^ientiia,  et  yocam. 
modulando  Tarietatibiis,  una  inferius,  aubmunnurantej  altera 
vero  superne,  demuloente  paritcr  et  delectaate.  Nee  arte 
tantom,  sed  uau  longieyoj  et  quasi  in  natuiam  mora  diutina 
jam  conversOj  hsc^el  ilia  sibi  gens  banc  spedaEtatem  oompa- 
rsTit.  Qui  adeo  apud  ntramqne  inTalnitj  et  altas  jam  ndioea 
poauit,  ut  nihil  hie  simpliciter^  ubi  multiplidter,  at  i^od  pri^ 
Qresj  vel  saltern  duplidter,  ut  apud  sequentea,  inellite  profem 
consneTeril :  poena  etiam,  qood  magia  admlnmdnm,  et  iac 
infantibua  (cum  primum  a  fletibua  in  cantum  erumpnnt)  eaa- 
dem  modulationem  obaervantibua."  Gerald. Cambeen.  Cam^ 
hrvt  DcKTiptio,  «p.  aiiL  The  author  addfl|,  that,  becaase  the 


1 


U^STRODUCnON.  Ixix 

why  Ihe  harpers  and  minstrelB  of  the  ^'  North 
Countree*^  are  universally  celebrated,  by  our  an- 
cient ballads,  as  of  unrlyaUed  excellence.  If  £ng- 
fish,  or  a  mixture  of  Saxon,  Pictish,  and  Norman, 
became  eady  the  Janguage  of  the  Scottish  court, 
to  which  great  part  of  Northumberland  was  sub- 
jected, the  minstrels,  who  crowded  their  camps,* 
must  have  used  it  in  their  songs.  Thus,  when  the 
language  began  to  gain  ground  in  England,  the 

u 

northern  minstrels,  by  whom  it  had  already  been 
long  cultivated,  were  the  best  rehearsers  of  the 
poems  already  written,  and  Ae  most  apt  and  ready 
oompofiers  of  new  tales  and  songs.  It  is  probably 
owing  to  this  circumstance,  that  almost  aU  the  an- 
cient English  minstrel  ballads  f  bear  marks  of  a 
northern  origin,  and  are,  in  general,  common  to 

eastom  of  aaging  in  ports  was  pecoliur  to  the  northern  £iig« 
Ikb^  he  soppofles  it  to  be  derived  from  the  Danes  or  Scandina- 
tiana.  Bat  it  ia  eaaily  accounted  for^  if  the  Border  jcoontiea 
were  tn  Ikct  the  cradle  pf  English  minatreisy . 

*  Vide  Al&ed  4ie  BeUo  Standardi,  ap.  x.  scrip,  pp.  3il>  842. 

t  That  oiJohn  Dory  (Biteon'a  Ancieni  Songs)  ia  perhi^  a 
solitary  exception  to  the  general  role.  Martin  Staari  and  his 
Men,  if  it  could  be  recovered^  might  be  another.  Moat  of 
Ae  boUada  of  Bobin  Hood  are  very  modem.  The  more  an- 
tkaaX,  aa  the  LyUU  Gtste,  seem  to  be  written  north  of  the 
Humber. 
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the  Borderers  of  both  Idng^oms.  By  this  system 
we  may  also  account  for  the  superiority  of  the 
early  Scottish  over  the  early  EngKdi  poets,  ex- 
cepting always  the  unrrraHed  Chaucer.  And,  fine- 
ly, to  this  we  may  ascribe  the  ilow  of  romantic 
and  poetical  tradition,  which  has  distinguidied  the 
Borders  c^  Scotland  almost  down  to  the  present 
day.  See  PEacY^s  ReUquesj  vol,  L  p.  118.  Com- 
playnt  of  Sco&and,  p.  271.  Border  Minstrdstfj 
pasflim. 

It  is  time  to  return  irom  this  digresfiion  to  fhe 
particular  history  of  die  romance  of  tSir  TriHrem, 
\Hiich,  as  narrated  by  Thomas  of  Erceldoune,  seems 
to  have  gained  sudi  distinguished  cdebrity.  In 
France,  as  appears  from  the  author  of  the  French 
Fragments,  and  from  the  evidence  of  Crotfiied  of 
Strasburgh,  it  was  in  the  mouth  of  every  minstrel, 
and  told  by  each,  according  to  his  own  particular 
fancy.*     But  an  often4old  tale  becomes  disgust- 

*  Thflieis  a  report,  bat  bighly  improbaUe^  that  a  metrical 
copy  of  the  Frendi  TrUirem  was  prinled  at  Puis,  withont  a 
date.  Very  ftw  French  riihning  romances  ha^e  ^ome  imder 
the  pfesi ;  and  the  copies  of  all,  hal  Z>  Aofiiofi  d^  la  Jloie,  are 
of  the  last  degree  of  rarity.  Disser^ium  pr^fixfd  io  JUism*s 
Metrical  Rofnancest  p.  liii. 
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mg  and  te<&ius ;  and^  mtootdrngly^  the  }&a^ot  M 
Air  Tfistn^m  becmne  at  length  prweAM  BOkMf; 
dit  dUeurs  of  Ftttnee  and  Normandy.*  In  the 
isean  tfiM^  a  great  diange  wis  opcarated  on  the 
dtape  of  rcmantiG  ficlk»]»  "The  art  of  reading  had 
become  oomparativcfly  general^toieaids  the  end  of 
the  tfairtcanth  centuty^  the  monka,  also,  had  pur- 
wed  the  paths  of  Hierature  epened  by  dieir  earlier 
brethren.  To  them,  dnefly, -are  to  be  ascribed  the 
TohaniBOiis  prose  mnance^  whidi  b^an,  about 
this  period,  to  supenede  the  metrical  talet  of  the 
minstrel.  These  works  generally  set  out  with  dis- 
owning and  discrediting  the  sources,  firom  which, 
in  reality^  .tficy  drew  A&r  sole  ^nfertnation^  As 
every  romance  was  supposed  to  be  a  real  history, 
the  eompiiars  of  those  ul  prose  would  have  forfeit* 
ed  all  csedit,  ^had  they  announced  themselves  aa 
mere  copyists  of  the  minstrels.  On  the  oontraryy 
they  usually  state,  that,  as  die  popular  poems  upon 

*  See  iheJahUau  of  Sir  Ham  and  Dame  Anuuse,  where  the 
ftUowing  lines  occar: 

Amense,  feuil,  bel  nier 
Tu  es  d  pandis  Bertnn 
Of  pUM  tn  chaster  de  Tristaa 
Ott  de  pluf  loDgiie,  te  ts  aez. 
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the  matter  in  quesdon  contain  many  ^<  lenngs^'* 
they  had  been  induced  to  translate  the  red  and 
true  hist<n:y  of  auch-or-such  a  knight  from  the  ori- 
ginal Latin  or  Greek,  or  from  the  ancient  Britiah 
or  Armorican  authoritiesy  which  ijtuthoritiea  exist- 
ed only  in  thor  owff.aaflertion.* 
. .  The  favourite  tide  of  Trigirem  was  soon  trang- 
fosedj  and  seemingly  more  than  once.  In  the 
king^s  library  is  a  large  MS.  folio,  •entituled,  Lt 
Bomcmaz  de  T.fi$tran^  containing  the  adventures 
of  our  hero,  in  a  long  prose  narrative.  A  wvark  of 

* 

*  ThuB^  in  a  French  prose  romanoe  of  Charlemagne,  the  au- 
thor sayS)  lihat  he  translated  the  work  ftom  the  Latin,  at  the 
fxnnmand  of  Baldwin,  count  of  Hainanlt,  and  adds,  **  Maintes 
gens  en  ont  ouy  oonter  et  chanter,  mais  n'est  ce  mensonge  non 
ee  qtfib  en  diaent  et  chantent  dl  eonteur  ne  cSl  jugleor.  Nus 
jDOttiea  ryvaa  n'en  est  wsi^  tot  mensonge  ce  qn'ils  disent." 
Wartqn,  vol.  i.  p.  135.  4to  edit  In  like  manner,  the  author 
of  La  vraye  Historie  de  Troye  4hTis  condndes,  ^  T«j  ains 
men^  a  fin  la . vraye  histoire  de  Tr^^  en  U  maniere  qfu'dle  Ait 
trouvee  escripte  en  la  main  de  Sa^nt  Pierre,  en  Gr^gois  lan- 
guage, et  du  Gr^is,  ftit  mise  en  Xiatin ;  et  je  I'ay  translatee 
en  Francois,  non  pas  par/imes  ne  par  vers,  ou  il  convient,  par 
fine  force,  maintes  mensonge ;  comme  fontles  menestrds,  de 
leur  langues  pompus,  plaire,  maintefoia  aux  rois  et  aux^contez." 
In  the  museum,  there  is  a  Frendi  version  pf  Turpin,  by  a  trans- 
lator, who  throws  the  same  opprobrious  imputation  upon  the 
romances  in  rhime.  ^'J^t  pour  oes  gue  estoire  ximee  semble 
mensunge,  est  ceste  mis  en  prose." 
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jamiaT  laboilr,  and  wUdi,  vodiuiiinbus  as  it  is,  has 
nsvex  been  ccmcluded,  is  in  the  Ubrary  of  the  late 
jf  ohn,  duke  of  Roxburgh.  But  the  most  noted  of 
these  prose  editiofis  oiSir  Tristrem  (if,  indeed,  the 
othevB  he  aug^t  but  yarious  and  aolarged  copies  of 
it,)  is  thus  described  by  Montfauoon :  <<  Le  Raman 
Jc  Triton  et  Iseuliy  traduitdeLa^en  Fra/n^oks^pat 
Jascos  ChevaliiBrmeurducha^ 
Mkij  AnglM^  Cod.  6776.  Another  copy  of 
.the  same  romance  is  mentioned,  cod.  6966i  and 
scxne  books  of  Gyzon  le  Courtois  occur,  as  trans- 
Jated  into  French  by  <'  Hue,  seigneur  du  chateau 
.deGat""  Cod.  6796.  These  MSS.  are  in  the  na- 
.tk»ial  library  at  Paris;  but  the  book  has  been 
|irinted ;  and  by  a  perusal  of  the  printed -copy  the 
fitUowii^  remarks  have  been  su^ested: 

The  Luc,  or  Hue,  lord  of  the  castjb  of  Gast, 
sear  Salisbury,  who  translated  the  romance  of  Sir 
^ristrem  from  the  Latin  of  Rusticien  de  Puise, 
aeems  to  be  as  fabulous  as  his  castle  of  Gast,  or 
his  Latin  original.  Why  should  a  Latin  history 
of  Sir  Tristrem  hav«  been  written  during  the  thir- 
teenth century  ?  Or  to  whom  was  it  calculated  to 
convey  dt^er  amusement  or  information  P     The 
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gist  at  the  explcuts  of  the  Varlet  de  la  caUe  mat 
iaillee^  and  other  champions,  whose  deeds  have 
little  reference  to  the  main  story.  The  author, 
finding  it  difficult,  perhaps,  to  invent  an  entire 
dramatis  personse,  or  willing  to  avail  himself  of 
prejudices  already  deeply  founded  in  the  mind  of 
his  readers,  has  associated  Ins  champion  mth  the 
chivalry  of  the  Round  TaUe ;  so  that  the  history 
of  King  Arthur,  and  all  his  knights,  became  a  le- 
gitimate and  necessary  accessory  to  that  of  Tris- 
trem.*  The  incidents  narrated  by  Thomas  of  £r- 
celdoune,.  with  all  the  dilation  of  which  they  have 
been  found  susceptible,  occupy  only  in  the  jhto* 
portion  of  60  folios  to  about  220  of  the  prose  vo- 
lume.    The  discrepancies  betwixt  the  poem,  and 

*  In  this^  as  we  have  seen^  he  is  sapported  by  the  Welch 
authorities.  But  oral  tradition  is  always  apt  to  lose  sight  of 
duronology^  and  to  associate  the  diatinguished  peraonagea  whose 
memory  it  preaerres.  The  tale  of  Thomas  of  Eroeldoune^  that 
of  Raoul  de  BeauvaiSy  if  he  was  indeed  tiie  author  of  Mr 
Douoe's  fragments,  and  that  of  Mademoiaelle  Aiarie^  asp  ailent 
oonoeming  the  supposed  connection  between  Triatrem  and  Ar- 
ihuK.  In  the  vomaaoe  4>f  Qawam  and  Qctograg^  however^ 
B^cengwain^  the  confident  of  Yaonde,  is  mentioned  as  a  peraoA 
well  known  to  Queen  Guenever : 

Quene  was  I  somewhile^  brighter  of  browes. 
Then  BcreJl  or  Brangmufn^  thes  burdes  jo  hold. 
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even  the  relative  part  of  the  prose  narration,  are 
occasionally  pointed  out  in  the  Notes.  What  as 
lost  in  sdmplicity  is,  however,  gained  in  art  The 
dtaracter  of  Palamedes,  the  unfortunate  and  dei^ 
pairing  adorer  of  Yseult,  is  admirably  contrasted 
with  that  of  Tristrem,  fads  successful  rival ;  nor  is 
there  a  truer  picture  of  the  biimaa  mind  than  in  the 
straggled  betwixt  the  hatred  of  nvaiship,  and  the 
chivalrous  dictates  of  knightly  generosity,  which 
alternately  sway  both  the  warriors.  The  charact^ 
of  ttnadam,  brave  and  gallant,  but  weak  in  per- 
son,  unfortunate  in  his  undertakings,  but  sujq>ort- 
ing  bis  mischances  with  admirable  humour,  and 
often  contriving  a  witty  and  well^managed  retort 
on  his  persecutors,  is  imagined  with  considerable 
art  The  friendship  of  Tristrem  and  Lanoelot^ 
and  of  ih&r  two  mistresses,  with  a  thousand  de- 
tails winch  display  great  knowledge  of  human  na- 
ture, render  TriHan  interesting  in  the  present  day, 
in  sfHte  of  those  eternal  combats,  to  whidi,  per- 
haps, the  work  owed  its  (Miginal  popularity. 

This  work  was  printed  at  Rouen  so  early  as  1489, 
under  the  title  of  Le  Roman  du  noble  et  vaittani 
CkeoaUer  Trukm^fhdHnMe 
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omnogB^  fxmfihparLucey  chevalier^  seigneur  de  Cha- 
teau de  Gad^  one  volume  folio,  Uack  letter.  The 
book  was  reprinted  at  Paris,  by  Antoine  Verard, 
without  date,  in  two  volumes  folio ;  and  a  subae- 
qu«Kt  edkion  was  published  in  two  parts  by  Denys 
Janot,  Paris,  1088^  also  in  black  letter* 

The  s$ine  Benys  Janot  had  akeady  published 
what  seems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  first  part 
to  the  history  of  iSSr  TVMr^m,  being  Xe  JSomofi  d^ 
MeUadus  de  LeonnajfB,  Chevalier  de  la  TaNeBonde, 
au  eont  conknueSy  csoec  lesjaits  cf  orm^,  pbmeure 
proeeeee  de  eheoahriejbiiies  par  le  ban  Soi  Ariue  Pa^ 
hmedes^et  anUres  thevaliere^eetani  au  terns dudU  Roi 
Mekadue :  irandak  du  Latin  du  Rustkm  de  Piee, 
et  reme  depute  en  nouveau  lanffttagCj  Paris,  158S, 
in  fdio^  black  letter.  This  romance  b  by  no  means 
void  of  merit ;  indeed,  fixan  many  circumstances^ 
we  may  conjecture  it  to  have  been  written  by  &e 
author  of  the  prose  Trieirem.  The  translator  pre- 
tods  to  have  recdved  two  castles  from  Kii^ 
Henry  (the  first  of  the  name  seems  to  be  intima^ 
ted)  for  his  labours  in  compiling  the  Si  Greci^  and 
other  books  of  chivalry,  ftom  original  and  authcn* 
tic  materials.    The  stories  of  the  father  and  aoB 
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have  little  connection  with  each  other,  and  the 
Hittory  of  MMaduB  ia  only  one  instance,  among 
many,  of  die  custom  of  die  nnnaneers  to  avail 
themselyes  of  the  renown  of  any  favourite  work, 
by  hooking  upon  it  introductions  and  oontiniutians 
without  mercy  or  end. 

Another  instance  of  the  same  nature  is  the  lRa« 
tcfjfofYiaie  b  TriHe^  a  son  whom  Ysoode  is  sop* 
posed  to  have  bom  in  secret  to  her  lover.  TUa 
wcHrk  was-  published  at  Paris,  by  Gallyot  de  Prej 
m  158SS,  and  is  entituled,  Le  Roman  du  vaUU/rit 
aeoaMerY$aieUTri&U^(UTri9UmdeLeon^^ 
ChevaSer  de  la  Table  Ronde^  etdela  Princeme  Vie- 
«fe,  Royne  de  ComouaiOe ;  avec  Ue  nobk  prome$eti 
de  TExiBgJUs  dudU  Ysaie ;  redididu  vieUhngttige 
ott  langttige  Franfois,  folio,  black  letter.  This  ia 
a  romance  of  faerie.  Ysaie  is  under  the  protectkm 
of  certain  powerful  fiiys,  who  have  ass^^ned  him, 
for  his  attendant,  Tronc  le  Nam,  a  dwairf,  whose 
deformity  is  only  equalled  by  Mn  wit  and  fidelity. 
This  page  of  Ysaie  le  Triste  is  subjected  to  a  law 
af  extreme,  and,  it  would  appear,  very  unjust  se- 
ven^. Whenever  his  master  was  fickle  in  his 
amours    and  he  by  no  means  copied  the  fidelity 
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<^  his  father  Tristrem,)  the  dwarf  was  unmerdlul- 
ly  beaten  by  the  fairies,  his  sovere^fns.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  romance  is  very  inferior  to  that  of  Tru- 

In  1528,  was  published,  at  SeyiIle,£iAro  ddef/br- 
^ado  D(mTr%Hainde  Leomfs  y  (de  9U8  grandes  hed^ 
in  armasj  folia  At  Venice^  in  165S  and  16S5,  9S^ 
'pet(xeiI)dk€peremagna$iimedeidueTriitah.*Ca' 
THdieri  invUH  deOa  Tavola^  BotondOj  two  volumes, 
inSvo. 

^  The  prose  romance  ^of  TriHrem  was  modernised 
by  Jean  Maugin  dit  UAngeyin,  and  published,  at 
Paris,  in  1654,  folio.  It  is  far  inferior  to  the  origi- 
nal work.  AHegory  was  then  the  prevailing  taste, 
and,  though  it  seems  hard  to  wring  a  moral  mean-^ 
ingbutof  the  illicit  amours  of  Tristrem  and  Yseult, 
Jean  Maugin  has  done  his  best.  Sir  Tristrem  ia 
the  emblem  of  the  Christian  perfection  of  chivalry, 
his  fiur  paramour  of-— heavoi  knows  what  1 

The  Hiaiofy  qf  TriHrem  was  not,  so  fiur  as  I 
know,  translated  into  English  as  a  separate  work ; 
but  his  adventures  make  a  part  of  the  collection^ 

*  Meaning,  I  sappose^  the  (kther  and  son. 
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called  the  Mcrte  Arthur^  containing  great  part  of 
the  history  of  the  Bound  Table,  extracted  at  ha- 
sard,  and  without  much  art  or  oombinatioti,  from 
the  various  French  prose  foUos  on  that  favourite 
topic.  This  work  was  compiled  by  Sir  Thomas 
Malory,  or  Maleore,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Edward  IV.,  and  printed  by  Caxon.  It  has 
since  undergone  several  editions,  and  is  in  the 
hands  of  most  antiquaries  and  collectors.  Those, 
unaccustomed  to  the  study  of  romance,  should  be- 
ware of  trusting  to  this  work,  which  misrepresents 
the  adventures,  and  traduces  the  character,  of  Sir 
(jawain,  and  other  renowned  Knights  of  the  Round 
Table.  It  is,  however,  a  work  of  great  interest, 
and  curiously  written  in  excellent  old  English,  and 
breathing  a  high  tone  of  chivalry. 

Of  late  years,  the  romance  of  Sir  Tristrem  has 
been  beautifully  abridged,  from  the  prose  folio,  by 
the  late  Monsieur  le  Compte  de  Tressan,  and  forms 
the  first  article  in  his  Corps  d'extraits  de  Romans  de 
Chevalene.  To  this  elegant  and  beautiful  abridge- 
ment all  readers  are  referred,  who  may  still  wish 

for  further  information,  and  are  too  indolent,  or 

f 
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fastidious,  to  seek  it  in  the  original  romahcd*  It 
is  now  time  to  speak  of  the  present  publicadon. 
•  III.  The  present  edition  of  the  rotnad6£ 
df  Sir  TriHrem  is  published  from  the  Auchinletik 
MS.,  a  large  and  cui^ous  collection  of  such  pieces^ 
df  which  the  reader  will  find  an  account  in  the  Ap* 
pendix*  to  these  observations.  The  date  of  thfi 
«  MS.  cannot  possibly  be  earlier,  and  does  not  se^iii 
16  be  much  later,  than  IdSO,  at  least  eighty  years 
after  the  romance  of  Sir  Trigtrem  had  been  o6m« 
posed.  The  immediate  narrator  does  not  assumi^ 
the  person  of  Thomas  of  Erceldoune,  but  only  pr^ 
tends  to  tell  the  tale  upon  his  authority. 

•  •  « 

I  wa4  at  Erceldoune, 

With  Thomas  spak  Y  thare,  . 
There  herd  Y  read  in  roune. 

Who  Tristrem  gat  and  bare«  ht, 

Thomas  tellea  in  toun 
The  auentora  as  thai  were. 

'   ■      •  .  ^' 

A  late  eminent  antiquary*!*  suggested,  th»t  T&o- 
mas  of  Erceldoune  might  himself  assume  the  cha- 
racter of  a  third  person,  to  add  a  greater  ap^ieor- 

*  No.  IV.  t  The  late  Mr  RitMO. 
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ance  of  weight  to  hid  6wn  authority :  it  must  be 
owned,  however,  that  this  finesse  is  not  suitable  to 
this  period  in  winch  he  lived.  It  seems  more  rea- 
sonable to  conclude,  that  some  minstrel,  having 
Access  to  the  person  of  Thomas  the  Rhymer,  had 
learned,  as  nearly  as  he  could,  the  history  of  Sir 
Tri^irenij  and,  from  his  recitation,  or  perhaps  after 
it  had  passed  through  several  hands,  the  compile 
of  the  Auchinleck  MSS.  committed  it  to  writing. 
As  Thomas  certainly  survived  1284,  betwixt  thirty 
and  forty  years  will,  in  the  supposed  case,  have 
elapsed  betwixt  the  time,  when  the  minstrel  might 
have  learned  the  romance,  and  the  date  of  its  being 
committed  to  writing ;  a  long  interval,  doubtless, 
and  in  which  many  corruptions  must  have  been  im 
troduced,  as  well  as  a  material  change  in  the  style, 
which,  in  poetry  preserved  by  oral  tradition,  al- 
ways fluctuates,  in  some  degree,  with  the  altera*- 
tions  in  language.  Accordingly,  those  who  exa* 
mine  attentively  the  style  of  Sir  Tristreni^  as  now 
published,  will  not  find  that  it  differs  essentially 
from  that  of  Barbour,  who  wrote  a  century  after 
the  Rhymer,  although  some  traces  of  antiquity 
may  still  be  observed,  particularly  in  the  absence 
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of  words  of  French  derivation*  On  the  other  hand» 
if  this  romance  be  really  the  production  of  Tho- 
mas of  Erceldoune,  we  must  expect  to  distinguish 
the  peculiarities  pointed  out  by  Robert  de  Brunne ; 
that  quaint  English,  which  was  difficult  to  com- 
pose; and  that  peculiarity  of  stanza,  which  no 
minstrel  could  recite  without  omitting  some  part  of 
the  couplet :  For,  although  we  may  allow  for  the 
introduction  of  more  modem  words,  and  for  cor- 
ruptions introduced  by  frequent  recitation,  these 
general  characteristics  of  the  original  composition 
of  Thomas  must  still  be  visible,  or  the  romance 
which  we  read  is  none  of  his.  Accordingly,  the 
construction  of  the  poem,  now  given  to  the  pub- 
lic, bears  a  very  peculiar  character.  The  words 
are  chiefly  those  of  the  fourteenth  century,  but 
the  turn  of  phrase  is,  either  from  antiquity  or  the 
affectation  of  the  time  when  it  was  originally  writ- 
ten,  close,  nervous,  and  concise  even  to  obscurity. 
In  every  composition  of  the  later  age,  but  more 
especially  in  the  popular  romances,  a  tedious  cir- 
cumlocutory style  is  perhaps  the  most  general  fea^ 
ture.     Circumstantial  to  a  degree  of  extreme  nii- 

nuteness,  and  diffuse  beyond  the  limits  of  patience, 

n^   2 
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the  ininstrels  never  touch  upon  an  incident  with- 
out introducing  a  prolix  description.*  This  was 
a  natural  consequence  of  the  muldplication  of  ro- 
mantic fictions.  It  was  impossible  for  the  imagi- 
nation of  the  minstrels  to  introduce  the  variety 
demanded  by  their  audience,  by  the  invention  of 
new  facts,  for  every  story  turned  on  the  same  feats 
of  chivalry ;  and  the  discomfiture  of  a  gigantic 
champion,  a  lion,  or  dragon,  with  the  acquisition 
of  his  mistresses  love,  continued  to  be  the  ever- 
recurring  )iubject  of  romance,  from  the  days  of 
Thomas  the  Rhymer  till  the  metrical  tales  of  chi- 
valry altogether  lost  ground.  The  later  minstrels, 
therefore,  prolonged  and  varied  the  description  of 
events,  which  were  no  longer  new  in  themselves-; 
and  it  is  no  small  token  of  the  antiquity  and  ori- 
ginality of  the  present  work,  that  the  author  seems 
to  rely  upon  the  simple  and  short  narration  of  in- 

*  Even  Chaucer  was  infected  bj  the  fiiult  of  his  age,  and^ 
with  all  his  unrivaljed  capacity  of  touching  the  real  point  of 
description^  he  does  not  always  content  himself  with  stopping 
when  he  has  attained  it  It  has  been  long  since  remarked^ 
that  when  he  gets  into  a  wood,  he  usually  bewilders  both  him- 
self and  his  reader.  But  such  a  work  as  Sir  Gutf,  or  The  Squirt 
of  Low  Degree,  will  best  iUustrate  the  diffuse  style  whii^ 
characterises  the  later  metrical  romances. 
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ckients,  aflerwarda  so  hackpeyed,  as  sufficient  in 
bis.  time  to  secure  the  f^tention  of  the  hearers* 
We  h^ve  only  to  compare  this  mode  of  narration 
vritb  the  circuitous  and  diffuse  flourishes  of  the 
Anglo-Norman  Rimeur,  to  decide  the  question  al* 
teady  agitated,  which  of  thea^  po^ms  was  the  mo- 
didi  of  the  other. 

'  It  is  not  alone  in  the  brevity  of  the  narrative, 
but  also  in  the  occasional  obscurity  of  the  oon- 
stniction,  that  the  style  of  an  age,  much  older  than 
that  of  Barbour,  may  be  easily  recognised.  There 
is  an  elliptical  mode  of  narration  adopted,  wliich 
rather  hints  at,  than  details  the  story,  and  which^ 
to  make  my  meaning  plain  by  a  modem  compari- 
son,  is  the  Gibbonism  of  romance.  Whoever  at- 
tanpts  to  make  a  prose  translation  of  this  poem 
will  find,  that  it  is  possible  to  paraphrase,  but  not 
literally  to  translate  it.  in  this  peculiar  structure 
of  style  consisted,  we  may  suppose,  the  quaint  Ing- 
lis,  complained  of  by  Robert  de  Brunne,  which 
nobles  and  gentry  alone  could  comprehend,  and 
which  had  that  annalist  adopted,  the  poor  and  ig- 
norant, whom  in  charity  he  laboured  to  instruct, 
could  not  have  comprehended  his  history. 
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• 

To  answer  the  deacaription  of  Robert  de  Brunne 
in  every  respect,  it  is  farther  nepessary,  that  the  ro- 
mance otSir  Tristrem  shouldlje  written  in  a  strange 
and  peculiar  stanza.    Accordingly,  a  stanza  so 
implicated,  and  requiring   so  many  rhymes  as 
that  of  the  following  poem,  is^  perhaps  no  where 
employed  in  a  long  narrative,  at  least  it  has  not 
been  the  Fortune  of  the  editor  to  meet  a  romance^ 
mitten  in  any  which  nearly  approaches  it  in  diffi* 
coitj.     The  common  romances  are  either  in  abort  "^ 
rinaing  couplets,  or  in  verses  similar  to  that  aAof^ 
ed  in  Sir  Thopcts^  both  stanzas  of  a  simple  stnu^r 
tttre.    But  in  Sir  Tristrem^  the  1st,  8d,  £th,  and 
Vth  lines  of  each  stanza  must  rhime  together ;  a^ 
must  the  Sd,  4th,  6th,  8th,  and  10th ;  and,  finally, 
the  9th  and  11th  must  also  correspond  in  sound. 
It  may  be  impossible  to  determine  whether  this 
be  the  rime  cowei  or  strangere^  or  boston,  or  en^C' 
lacetj  mentioned  by  Robert  de  Brunne ;  but  every 
dabbler  in  verses  will  agree,  that  the  formation  of 
the  stanza  is  very  intricate,  and  such  as  could  on- 
ly be  undertaken  by  one  who  held  himself  master 
of  the  language,  and  who  wrote  for  persons  of  rank, 
capable  of  understanding  the  merits  of  the  com- 
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plicated  rules  to  which  he  had  subjected  himself. 
In  truth,  the  present  copy  bears  a  closer  resem- 
blance to  those  which  Robert  de  Brunne  heard 
recited)  than-  could  have  been  desired  by  the  edi- 
tor. For,  as  the  historian  says,  he  never  heard  it 
repeated  but  what  of  some  copple  (i.  e.  stanza)  part 
was  omitted ;  so  there  are  at  least  two  instances 
of  breaches  in  the  following  poem,  flowing,  in  all 
probability,  from  the  same,  cause.*  To  conclude, 
the  rules  which  the  poet  has  prescribed  to  himself 
are  observed-  with  strict  accuracy,  and  his  rhimes, 
though  multiplied  and  complicated,  correspond 
with  rigid  exactness.*!-  Since,  therefore,  this  more 
modem  edition  of  Tristrem  agrees  in  diction  and 
structure  to  the  detailed  description  of  Robert  de 

*  See  Fytte  I.  st.  80^  Fytte  III.  st.  1^  each  of  which  stanzas 
wants  two  lines^  though  there  is  no  hiatus  in  the  MS. 

t  It  is  worth  while  to  remark^  that  a  complicated  structure 
of  stanza  and  rhime  continued  to  he  a  characteristic  of  the 
Scottish  poetry  from  this  remote  period  downward.  The  rea- 
der may  see  specimens  in  King  James  Vlth's  RewUs  and 
CatUeles  of  Scotiis  Poesie,  Even  in  our  day^  the  Bard  of 
Ayrshire  has  injured  some  of  his  most  heautiful  productions 
by  using  the  jingling  stanza  of  the  Cherry  and  the  Slae.  The 
additional  short  yerse  thrown  in  towards  the  end  of  each  stanza^ 
which  occurs  in  Christ  Kirk  on  the  Green,  Peebles  to  the  Pla^g 
Stc,  seems  borrowed  from  the  stanza  of  5tV  Tristrem, 
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Brunne,  we  may  safely  admit,  that,  though  the    ' 
language  may  have  been  softened  into  that  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  the  general  texture  and  form 
of  the  poem  must  closely  resemble  that  of  Thomas 
of  Erceldoune. 

It  is  proper  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  mode 
in  which  the  editor  has  executed  his  task.  The 
action  of  the  poem  seemed  naturally  to  point  out 
the  division  into  three  FytteSy  or  Cantos,  which  has 
now  been  adopted.  To  each  is  prefixed  a  very 
full  argument,  referring  to  the  stansas  which  it 
abridges,  and  forming,  as  it  ^ere,  a  running  para^ 
phrase  to  the  poetry.  The  modem  th  has  been 
substituted  uniformly  for  the  Saxon  character, 
wUch  expresses  that  sound;  in  like  manner,  the 
ji  has  usually  been  discarded  for  the  modem  y^  or 
^ ;  as  retaining  these  ancient  characters  only 
throws  unnecessary  embarrassment  in  the  way  of 
the  modem  reader.  F,  when  used  for  the  pro- 
noun  /,  is  printed  with  a  capital,  to  distinguish  it 
from  jfy  the  usual  corruption  of  ge^  the  Saxon  pre* 
position.  In  one  respect  the  editor  is  still  uncer- 
tain whether  he  has  followed  his  author.  AU  per- 
aona,  conversant  with  ancient  MSS.,  know  the  dif- 
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ficulty  of  distinguishing  betwixt  u  and  n.     In  the 
present  ca^e^  the  name  of  the  bemne  seems  posi* 
tively  to  be  written  Ysondcy  and  is  accordingly  so 
printed  ;  yet^  nevertheless,  every  analogy  goes  tp 
prove,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  written  and  print* 
ed  Ywudcy  in  order  to  correspond  with  the  YsriU 
of  the  Welch,  the  Y96U  of  Mr  Douce^s  Fragments, 
the  Isolde  of  Gower,  the  Ysou  of  the  FaUiaiua^  the 
YscuU  of  the  French  folio,  and,  finally,  the  IsoUa 
of  the  Italians.     In  the  Temple  ofGhu^  alone,  we 
find  Ysande.    If  the  editor  shall  be  found  in  an 
error  in  this  respect,  his  eye  has  misled  his  better 
judgment.    The  late  Mr  Ritson,  however,  authori- 
sed the  present  reading  by  precept  and  example.* 
Excepting  the  above  particulars,  and  a  very  few 
errors  of  the  pen,  or  press,  it  is  hoped  this  eflip 
tion  of  Sir  Tristrem  will  be  foimd  sufficiently  ac- 
curate. 

The  conclusion,  necessary  to  complete  the  ro- 
mance, has  been  attempted  by  the  editor,  in  the 
same  stanza  and  diction  with  the  orij^nal.  The 
Notes  contain  illustrations  of  the  text,  fix)m  the 

^  In  printing  the  word  Remaild,  in  preference  to  HinitdM. 
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romanoes  and  history  of  the  middle  ages,  and 
particular  notices  of  the  correspondence,  or  dis. 
crepancy,  occurring  betwixt  Thomases  narration, 
and  subsequent  works  on  the  same  theme.  The 
reader  will  also  find  some  miscellaneous  observa- 
tioDs,  naturally  introduced  by  the  subject,  though 
not  immediately  connected  with  it.  Of  the  Glos- 
sary little  need  be  said.  The  labours  of  Macpher- 
son  *  and  Sibbald  have  greatly  removed  the  difi- 
cukies  of  such  a  compilation.  The  editor  has  sel- 
dom attempted  to  trace  any  word  to  its  root,  con- 
vinced that  what  we  suppose  a  radical,  may  be 
only  a  synon3naious  phrase,  in  a  cognate  dialect, 
both  referring  to  some  common  original.  The 
meaning  of  the  words  is  therefore  given  as  they 
ooeur  in  the  poem,  without  any  pretence  to  com* 
pSing  a  dictionary.^ 

*  ^TheiSdittfrof  Wibtoun's  Chronicle,  exeeated  in  a  style  of 
anequaUed  accuracy  and  elegance. 

t  The  important  national  task  of  a  Dictionary  of  the  Scottish 
language  ia  in  much  better  hands.  Dr  John  Jamieson  of  Edin- 
boigh  has  been  long  toiling  in  that  difficult  and  laborious  un- 
dertaking.: and  surely  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  tliat  such  a 
work  is  in  agitation,  to  secure  the  patronage  of  every  antiquary 
and  philologist. — ^This  work  has  been  published,  and  has  fully 
realized  the.expectations  generally  entertained  fVom  Dr  Jamie- 
son's  learning  and  industry. 
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It  only  remains  to  acknowledge  the  kindnew 
and  liberality  of  those  friends,  by  whose  assistance 
the  editor  has  been  enabled  to  complete  his  underta- 
king. The  library  of  the  late  John  duke  of  Rox- 
burgh,  containing  an  invaluable  collection  of  books 
of  chivalry,  was  open  to  the  editor  at  all  times, 
while  a  short  stay  in  London  permitted  him. to 
consult  its  treasures.  The  modest  and  retired  dis- 
position of  the  noble  proprietor  exacted  a  promise 
that  this  benefit  should  not  be  publicly  acknow- 
ledged,— a  promise  no  longer  binding,  when,  alas ! 
the  just  debt  of  gratitude  can  neither  be  constru- 
ed into  flattery,  nor  give  pain  to  him  to  whose 
memory  it  is  rendered.  To  Francis  Douce,  Esq. 
the  editor  owes  the  communication  of  those  in- 
valuable Fragments,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  illustrate  the  text.  Mr  Heber, 
whose  extensive  and  well-selected  collection  is  de- 
dicated to  the  general  service  of  literature,  as  well 
as  to  individual  enjoyment,  has,  with  his  usual  li- 
berality, indulged  the  editor  with  the  use  of  the 
rare  French  prose  folios  of  Tristan  and  MeKaduSf 
without  which  he  could  not  have  satisfactorily  pro- 
ceeded in  his  labours.     Of  Mr  £lUs''s  kindness  it 
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IB  betta*  to  say  nothing  than  too  little ;  the  read- 
er may  judge,  from  the  beautiful  Abstract  of  the 
French  Metrical  Fragments  of  the  Lay  of  Marie, 
communicated  by  that  gentleman,  a  part  (and  it  is 
but  a  small  part)  of  the  editor^s  obligation.  To 
Mr  Owen,  as  ahready  mentioned,  the  editor  owes 
much  information  respecting  the  Welch  traditions 
on  the  subject  of  Sir  Tristrem,  To  those  friends 
mentioned  in  former  editions,  I  have  now  to  add 
the  name  of  Mr  Henry  Weber,  whose  extensive 
acquaintance  with  ancient  poetry  has  been  display- 
ed in  his  late  excellent  edition  of  Metrical  Bonuiti- 
ces.  To  his  kindness  I  owe  the  valuable  notices, 
besides  the  Account  of  the  German  Romances  on 
the  subject  of  Sir  Tristrem,  for  which  I  have  al- 
ready  expressed  my  gratitude.  It  remains  to  men- 
tion Dr  John  Leyden,  a  name  which  will  not  be 
soon  forgotten  in  Scottish  hterature,  although  its 
owner  has  been  called  to  a  far  distant  field  of  ku 
bow:.  At  the  commencement  of  this  work,  he 
gave  his  active  and  assiduous  asustance ;  and  had 
he  remained  in  Britain  till  circumstances  enabled 
the  editor  to  resume  his  task  after  a  long  disconti- 
nuance, it  would  have  been  now  offered  with  more 
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confidence  to  the  public.*  Such  as  it  is,  the  laboUr 
which  it  has  cost  has  been  dictated  by  no  other 
motive,  than  the  laudable,  if  ineiitetual  wish,  of 
contributing  to  the  history  of  early  English  litera- 
ture. 

*  So  stands  the  passage  in  the  earlier  editions.  Unhappily 
it  is  now  necessary  to  add^  that  Mr  Ellis,  Mr  Weber,  and  Dr 
Leyden  are  no  more. 
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CHARTER 

O&ANTB0  BT 

THE  SON  AND  HEIR  OF  THOMAS  OF  ERCBLDOUN 

TO 

THE  CONVENT  OF  SOLTEA.  v. 

From  the  Chartulary  of  the  TWm/y  Home  qfSoUra, 
AdoocaU^  Li6rory,  W.  4. 14. 


ERSYLTON. 


fiHpi  «t  bem  Tliapiw  RTVooqr  de  ElcUidoon  salute 
no.   NofcritiBiiieperfyistemetli^ciiliuninpIeiiojudiGbr^ 
■icnifin  ac  per  presentes  qiiietem  damasHe  pro  me  et  heredi« 
liw  mda  Ai^;i0tn>  donnia  Saiicts  TWmtattt  de  Sdtre  et  fl»t^^ 
Imi ^oadcndoBiiia  totan  temm  ineani coin  onuubua  perti« 

g 
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nentibuB  sois  quam  in  tenemento  da  ErcOdoun  bereditaxie  le« 
nui  renundando  de  toto  pro  me  et  heredibiu  meis  omni  jme 
et  dameo  que  ego  sea  anteoenores  mei  in  eodem  fem  alio- 
qne  tempore  de  perpetao  babidmuB  mve  de  ftituro  habere  po»- 
aomua.  In  ci^jna  rei  teatimonio  preaentihiM  bin  mgilliwn  m^mn 
appoaoi  data  apud  Erdldoon  die  Martia  proximo  peat  fieatom 
Sanctorum  Apoatoloram  Symonia  et  Jnde  Anno  Domini  Mil- 
leaaimo  cc  Nonageaimo  Nono. 


In  addition  to  wbat  baa  been  aaid  concerning  Thomaa'a  re- 
aidence  at  Earlatoun^  it  may  be  noticed,  that  there  ia  a  atone 
in  the  wall  of  the  church  of  that  Tillage,  bearing  tfaia  inacrip* 
tion: 

Auld  Rymei*8  race 
Lies  in  this  place. 

According  to  tradition,  thia  atone  waa  tranafenred  from  tbe 
old  church,  which  atood  aome  yarda  diatant  ftom  the  more 
modem  edifice.  In  1788,  thia  ancient  inacription  waa  defiioed 
by  an  idle  boor,  in  a  drunken  firolic.  The  preaent  Clergyman, 
with  great  propriety,  compelled  him  to  replace  it  at  hia  own 
expence,  in  the  same  words  as  formerly.  The  new  inscriptioo 
is,  of  course,  in  modem  characters;  those  which  were  de&ced 
are  said  to  have  been  very  ancient  The  spelling,  also,  ia  pro- 
bably modernised.  A  right  of  sepulture  is  still  claimed  then 
by  persons  named  Lbarmont  ;  which  seems  to  confirm  tbe 
popular  tradition,  that  the  Rhymer  did  either  himself  bear 
that  name,  or  that  it  waa  adopted  by  some  of  bis  deaoendants. 
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AwrwHgTrftianvdbTlalhnsa 
GmboHd  vab  Gwyor,  gweA  iod 
Tryitm  dair  %iu9r  aOtm  0  iya  At* 
Hm  §r  wHmt,  m  gpm  e  Ar^mr 
fS  flc  <i  vihvyr  i  geuiam  H  xU^ac 
a  xmgn  ai  Ankmr  i  ae  t  oroHce* 
TVSfvfafi  fra»yii<  i  l0vr  M  fm  y»o{ 
d^tiyv,  «  «i  xadh  er  neb  oitd  er 
Gmabmai  y  TwixBd  Awr, 


VERSES. 

Whkhpoitedletwem  Trytton^tMofTdihn, 
and  Gwtibmaij  mm  qfGwyaz^  after  Tryttan  had 
ieem  three  yanrt  Ota  <f  the  court  qfAiihur  under 
ditpbanrret  and  the  eeuMug  of.  Arthur  iSofhii 
wurrioTi  to  attempt  to  lay  hM  qfUm,  and  Mag 
Mm  to  Arthur  ;  and  Tryettm  threw  them  att  to 
the  ground^  one  after  the  other  $  and  he  came  not 
fir  any  tody^  hut  fir  the  sake  qf  Gwabaaatp 
the  Golden  Toagued, 


^meitimaL 

Ptiyi^  fyi  ton  anknawl 
Pm  ?i  y  iDOr  ya  d  nnawl : 
Pvy  vyt  tiiwi  taveiditwl  ? 


TimmltuoiM  v  the  ware  natunlly 

When  (he  sea  if  its  hese : 

Who  art  thou,  warrior  inoomprdieDsSile  P 


Tryitatu 

Pkwyitjl  tys  ton  a  tfaaran : 
Cjd  boBt  Urwybiyl  cu  gwahan* 
Yd  sys  trin  mi  yw  Ttyitin. 


Trystanm 

Tumultnous  be  a  wave  and  a  thunder  stooa  i 
While  they  be  tumuUuoos  in  their  oouzie^ 
In  the  day  of  oonflict  I  am  Trystao. 
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GwabmaL 

Trjrstan  banbyl  dmi, 
Yn  nyz  titn  Did  ymgiliai» 
Cydaiilith  yt  oez  GwalxmaL 


GtrdUmu^ 

TryitaD,  of  fimlfleflt  ooDTcnstiaiiy 
In  the  day  of  conflict  tint  wocdd  not 

self, 
A  eompnkm  of  tbine  WM  GwalmiaL 


7ryil»f*. 


TnMf^ 


Mil  wnawD er  Gwahnxui  yn nyif  I  f (raU peK4>m?i  1^ fl)$ fHkP <)^<^'^'(In>>»  ^ » 


p  iMd  w,aitli  oo|(wyz  yp  ^y*. 


4»y  of  tfsl^i       . 

jpngop,  .         .   -^  , 

Wbat  would  pot  be  doiie  |iya  ftmdMr  fix  bif  M- 


OwaiztnaL 

Tiyvtan  gynnezraei  ^or, 
Hyzdlt  balydyr  o  yth  lamr, 
Mi  yw  Gwalzmai  nai  Arthur. 


Crwabmoi* 

Tryitan,  of  conipicaoiis  talents, 

Of  i^y-shilrcring  ihaft  from  thy  tiail» 

1  am  Gvalsmai,  the  nephew  of  Aitbnr. 


Tryitam 

Ydo  gynt,  Gwalnud  noc  ymdiint 

O  bai  amat  ti  orUuiny 

Mi  i  wnawn  wa^  hyd  ceulin. 


TVyrtm. 

There  fimnedy,  Gwalnnai,  if  cngi^ed 
If  tliott  wort  under  exoen  of  tofl^ 

I  would  «UMi»  hload  to  *1mi  knjw- 


CrWtiistnoit 

Tiyitan,  ohonot  ti  y  pwyllwn ; 
Qni  ym  gomezai  jnr  arzwm, 
Minoaa  i  wnawn  goreu  ag  tXtwp» 


Tiyatan,  ftom  thee  I  would  bare  coofidepce 
Unleas  |  ihould  be  refused  b|  my  wxiit, 
I  al^  would  act  a«  1 09|iM> 
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Trydmk 
Mi  fll  fgoftjh  €V  tf^MjT 

Pwy  y  milvTr  wfz  o*iil  ttiea  ? 


I  4o  ftt,  1^  the  sdw  of  inftt^feho^ 
Aoid  l-«i&  AA  ask  on  the  platiie  of  gOM, 
Wli»  the  #«rtion  that  are  before  me  ^ 


TiyiAui  gjimesTsitf  lilfWVf 
MvijpdyaimdhMiidi: 
Teuln  Arthur  fjr  ny  dpoA 


^hytail}  tf  mnarkable  (ainiits, 
^thtf  te  fkot  to  recognise  dicte ; 
Thcrteiilf  <tf  Arthur  be  they  who  oome. 


TVyifMi 

Aiiilur  ni  yunj^emiT) 
Ksv  cttct  eid  ai  tyngedaT ; 
CTnt  Ilesxr  mlmum  i  huunr. 


Arfhar  I  wfll  not  avoid. 

Nine  hundred  battles  him  I  win  pledge : 

If  I  shall  be  slain,  I  too  will  day. 


GwahtmaL 

Tkyttan  gyraiQ  rfaianes, 

Cyn  myiied  yn  ngwaith  gorwcs^ 

GoKB  fin  yw  taagnevcs. 


OwaizwuL 

Trystan,  the  ftioid  of  damsels. 
Before  going  to  the  period  of  rest. 
Beat  of  all  is  padAcitioo. 


TVysteM* 

O  esrr  vy  a^iki  ar  ty  n^iliiii, 
A*Bi  Daw  aean  i*m  difyu, 
Ai  gwaMh  fimiaa  nog  vodyn  P 


TryHmu 

If  I  shall  have  my  swoid  on  ray  thigh, 
And  my  right  hand  to  deftnd  me, 
Wone  be  I  then  than  any  person  ? 


Tryitan  gynnetvau  eghir, 
Cyn  ^mnnwf  Uiaws  Uavur, 
Ka  wrtfaod  yn  g&r  Arthur. 


GwolMNoi. 

Trystan,  of  oonspieoons  talents* 
Before  the  foretaste  of  many  a  toil. 
Do  not  refuse,  as  a  friend,  Arthur. 


cu 
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Trytkm» 

Gwalnud,  ohonot  ti  y  pwyllar, 
Ac  o*in  pen  y  DavuziaT : 
Val  ym  canr  y  canv. 


TrytUuh 

Crwalzmaif  firom  tliee  I  will  owe  dliCMtkai» 
And  fiom  my  head  O^t^wUhr^feditm)  I  wOlaets 
As  I  shall  be  loved,  I  win  love. 


Guaizmt^ 

Trystan  gynnezyau  UaeB^aTy^ 
Gorwlyzid  cawod  can  dAr : 
Dyicd  i  ymwded  a'tfa  ^« 


Gwahnrnk 

Trystan,  of  tak&ts  to  be  filNBlM^ 

Be  diendied  by  a  diower  a  faimdred  oikt » 

Come  CD  an  interview  with  thy  fticnd. 


Tryttan* 

Gwalzmai  attebion  gwrtbgiyz, 
Gorwlyzid  cawod  can  rfayz : 
Minnan  ar  i'r  lie  mynyz. 


TryHan* 

Gwalzmai,  with  answers  resisting  tarbuleoee. 
Be  drenched  Xsf  shower  a  hundred  fimows : 
I-then  will  go  where  thoa  mayest  doire. 


Ac  yna  daeth  Tryttangyda  Gwah' 
ffiai  at  Arthuu 


And  thin  came  Tryttan  along  toUh  Gmbmti  f» 

Arthur, 


Gmibmak 

Azthnr  attebion  cymmen, 
GorwljTzid  cawod  can  pen : 
Dlyma  Drystan,  byz  lawen. 


GwabimaL 

Arthur,  of  answers  dignified. 

Be  drenched  by  shower  a  hundred  heads 

Behold  Tiystan !  be  thou  glad. 


Arthur, 

Gwalzmai  attebion  divai, 
Gorwlyzid  cawod  can  tai : 
Cxoesaw  wrth  Diystan  v  y  nsL 


Arthur, 

Gwalzmai,  of  answerB  without  fault. 
Be  drenched  by  shower  a  hundred  houses 
Welcome  to  Trystan,  my  nephew ! 
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TfjUaa  wyn  bendcrig  Un, 
CIr  dj  gene^l,  end  i  tvl, 
Ammun  yn  bcnteulo. 


•Tiystm,  fSur  leader  of  a  host. 

Love  tby  nation,  rely  on  what  has  been. 

And  be  I  also  the  head  of  the  tribe. 


Tiptia  bcndevig  cadan, 
Cpmner  gystal  a*r  gonn« 
Ac  jn  gjrwir  gad  Tinnaa. 


Tiystan,  the  leader  of  battles. 
Take  thoa  equal  with  the  best. 
And  in  right  let  me  abo  be« 


Tkyttan  bendeTig  noawr  caU, 
Cir  dj  genedyl  ni*th  zwg  gwaU) 
Ifid  oen  xwng  car  a*ar  UalL 


Trystan,  die  leader  great  and  wise, 

Love  thy  nation,  harm  will  not  take  hold  of  thee: 

Work  no  ooolneai  between  one  f rind  and  another. 


Aitfaiir,  ohonot  y  pwyOaT, 
Ac  i*th  ben  y  cyranav ; 
Ac  i  vynyi  mi  aa  gwnav. 


Trptian. 

Arthur,  &om  thee  I  will  be  pemiaded. 

And  to  thy  head  (i  e.  dignitf^  I  make  a  salntation ; 

And  what  thou  oonmxandest  I  will  execute. 
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No.  III. 

TRANSLATION 
or  f  Ri 

LAI  DEE  CHEVREFOIL, 

BY 

MADEMOtSELLE  MARIE. 


I  AM  mudi  pleased  with  the  Lay  which  ia  calkd  ChevrefinL 
Let  me  relate  to  you  truly  on  what  occaaioii  it  was  madej  and 
by  whoDL  Many  persons  ha^e  narrated  the  story  to  me ;  and 
I  have  also  fbrnnd  it  in  writings  in  the  work  which  treats  of 
Tristran^  and  of  the  Qoeen;  and  of  their  love^  which  was  so 
constant,  ftom  which  they  suffered  a  thousand  sorrows ;  and 
then  both  expired  on  the  same  day.* 

IQng  Marke  had  been  much  offended  with  his  nephew 
Ihristnn ;  and  had  banished  him  on  account  of  his  attachment 

*  Maiie^  who  draw  all  her  materials  from  Bretagne,  probably 
refen  (o  some  Annoricaa  edition  of  the  hiiloiy  of  these  ill-lited 
lOTen» 
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mABqaenk  ^Rm  lm%^t  letired  into  lua  own  oouAitry^  m 
SOttthWaks,  niiflie  he  was' bom:  spent  tfieie  a  whole  ycitref 
iflfietioa ;  and,  being  •tall  forbidden  tore|«m>  became  ctteten 
•f  life.  Do  not  wonder  at  tfaia ;  for  a  tme  hprer,  when  fail 
withes  are  crossed  by  insiiperable  olMlaclesy  can  set  no  bonnda 
to  his  grief.  Tristran  dierefiirey  thus  driTen  to  de^air,  left 
his  home ;  passed  into  Cornwall^  the  abode  of  the  qneen ;  and 
cPBcaled  himself  in  the  thichest  -putt  of  the  ibrest ;  from 
wheaee  he  Issued  oidy  at  die  cioae  of  ilhe  day»  at  which  tima 
lie  took  up  his  lodgingjs  among  the  peassnta  and  the  poevest  of 
OiaiikiAd^  After  ftequemt  qneadonito  thesfehis  hosts>  oen* 
earning  the  pnUicnewa  of  the  coort^hest  lehgthloimed  that 
ihfHng  had  oon'ndcedhiaharonsy.and  smrtmoHfd  them  to.al* 
iead  Uim  at  Pentecostd,  at  the  easlieof  Tinfe^  Tristita 
wna njoicad at Hiis news ; becsinse it  w^ impeasible thaftl^d 
qncenconld  aniTe  atthe  meeting  witheutgiTing  him  ano^ppofi^ 
toinity  of  getting  a  sight  of  her  during  thr  jonmey.  Oh  the 
a|ipainted  day^  therefece,  he  took  his  station  in  that  part  of 
the  wood  throng^  iddch  the  read  paaned/citf  down  a  bnnoh 
of  esd^  {hasai,)  smoothed  i^  wrote  hia  name  on  it  with  tho 
jnint  ef  hia  hnife»  together -with-  other  charBcteis>  which  the 
l|neen  woaU  w^  Icnow  how  to  decypher^  He  peiceiyes  hee 
siKiroaehiDg;  1^  sees  hez  csumiDe  with  attention  every  otjecC 
CD  her  road.  In  fbimcr  tiincs  they  had  xeeognised  eadi  other 
bymeanBQf»ahnikrdeTioer;*andhetnisti;  that^  i^iould  sho 
css€  her  eyes  on  thesticky  she  will  sni^eet  it  to  belong  to  hev 
lover.  HdswaaUieprarpofftof  tfaediancters  trtcedCinit; 
'' That  he  had  long  been  Wait&g  at  a  distance,  in  hopos  of  be* 
^  ing  &Toured  #idi  aoine  expedient  whidtmi^t  procnte  him 
"  a  meeting,  without  which  he  could  no  longer  eidst  It  waa 

*  This  seems  to  allade  to  their  tecRt  commonicatioDs  by  means  of 
diips  of  wood  thnnm  into  a  river. 
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'^  with  ihoae  two  as  with  the  cheorefinl  and  the  cadre.  Wheo 
**  the  honey^sackle  has  caught  hold  of  the  eodrcy  and  encirded 
'^  it  hy  its  emhraoes^  the  two  will  live  together  and  floutiah  ; 
''  but  if  any  one  resolye  to  sever  them^  the  eodre  suddenly 
'^  dies,  and  the  honey-sackle  with  it  Sweet  ftiend»  so  it  b 
'^  with  US ;  I  cannot  live  without  yoa>  nor  yon  without  me." 

The  queen,  slowly  riding  en,  perceives  the  stick,  and  recog^ 
nises  the  weU-known  characters.  She  orders  the  knights  who 
accompany  her  to  stop.  She  is  tired ;  she  will  get  off  her 
horse  to  a  short  time,  and  take  some  repose.  She  calla  to 
lier  only  her  maid,  her  fidthftd  Brenguein ;  quits  the  road  ; 
plunges  into  the  thickest  part  of  the  fbrest ;  and  finds  him 
whom  she  loved  more  than  all  the  world.  Both  are  delighted 
beyond  measure  at  this  meeting,  which  gives  them  Alii  leisure 
to  concert  their  fiiture  projects.  She  tdls  him,  that  he  may 
now  be  easily  reconciled  to  his  unde :  That  the  king  has  often 
regretted  his  absence,  and  attributea  to  the  malicious  accusa- 
tions of  their  common  enemies  the  severe  measure  of  his  b*- 
nishment  After  a  long  conversation,  the  queen  tears  her« 
selffromhim ;  and  they  separate  with  mutual  grief.  Tristan 
returned  to  South- Wales,  ftom  whence  he  waa  soon  recalled 
by  his  unde ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  had  ii|)eated  to  him- 
self, over  and  over  again,  every  word^of  his  mistress's  late  ood- 
versation ;  and,  while  ftdl  of  the  joy  he  felt  at  having  seen  her, 
he  composed  (being  a  perfect  master  of  the  harp)  a  new  lay, 
describing  his  stratagem,  its  success,  hisddig^t,  and  the  very 
words  uttered  by  the  queen.  I  will  tell  you  the  name  of  the 
lay :  It  is  called  Goal4eaf  in  English,  and  Ckemre^fiU  in 
French.    I  have  now  told  you  the  whole  truth. 
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ACCOUNT 

OP 

THE  AUCHINLECK  MS. 

Aduocatet^  Ubrary  (W.  4.  L) 

AND 

A  CATALOGUE  OF  ITS  CONTENTS. 


JLhii  valuable  reooid  of  anciait  poetry  fixrniB  ft  thick  quarts 
▼olimiex  oontaining  333  leaves^  and  48  difSnrent  pieces  of  poet- 
ry ;  flome  mere  ftagmenta^  and  others,  works  of  great  length. 
The  beginning  of  each  poem  has  originally  been  adorned  with 
an  illumination ;  for  the  sake  of  which,  the  first  leaf  has,  in  ma- 
ny cases,  been  torn  out,  and,  in  others,  cut  and  mutilated.  Tlie 
MS.  is  written  on  parchment,  in  a  distinct  and  beantiflil  hand, 
vfaich  the  moat  aUe  antiquaries  are  inclined  to  K&r  to  the 
ourlierpartof  the  13th  century.    The  pages  are  dirided  into 
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two  oolumnsj  unkas  where  the  yenes^  heing  Alexandxiney  oo« 
cnpy  the  whole  breadth  of  the  quarto.  In  two  or  three  in- 
atances  there  oocuia  a  yariation  of  the  hand  writing ;  hat  aa 
the  poems  regularly  follow  each  other,  there  ia  no  reaaon  to 
belieye  that  aach  alterationa  indicate  an  earlier  or  kter  date 
than  may  he  reaaonably  aacribed  to  the  rest  of  the  work ;  al« 
though  the  Satire  againat  Simonie^  No.  43,  seems  rather  in  an 
older  hand  than  the  othen,  and  may  be  aa  exeeption  to  the 
general  rule. 

The  MS.  waa  presented  to  the  Faculty  of  Adyocatea,  in 
ITii,  by  Alexander  Boswell  of  Auchinleck^  a  Lord  of  Seaaioil, 
by  the  title  of  Lord  Aochinleck,  and  firther  to  the  late  James 
Boswell,^  Esq.  the  biographer  of  Ihr  Johnson.  Of  ita  former 
history  nothing  Is  known. 

Many  circumstances  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  the  MS.  has 
been  written  in  an  Anglo-Norman  oonyent — That  it  has  been 
compiled  in  England  there  can  be  little  doubt  Eyery  poem, 
which  has  a  particular  local  reference,  concerns  South  Britain, 
alone.  Such  are  the  satirical  yeraes.  No.  81 .  in  the  following 
catalogue;  the  Liber  Hegum  JngUce,  No.  40;  the  Satire 
against  Simonie,  No.  43.  On  the  other  hsnd,  not  a  ^ord  is 
tt^  \St  fbuttd  in  the  collection  rdating  particularly  to  Scottish 
affidrs. 

-  >fo.  1.  The  Legend  of  Pope  Oregory.-Six  Icayes^  Imper-« 
Ibet  both  at  beginning  and  end.  This  article  is  on  the  top  of 
die  page  nfnrked  as  No.  a ;  fWnn  which  we  find  that  fiye  pr^ 
osdiftg  pdeins  haye  been  lost  St  Gregory's  story  is  more 
htlnMe  than  that  of  CBdipus.  He  is  the  ofikpring  of  an  in* 
eestuoos  connesioii  betwixt  a  brother  and  a  sister ;  and  is  af^ 


I 
\ 


APPENDIX.  m 

terwndsimwitdng^y  maiciAdtohiiownmotiier.    Theflng^ 
itheffDM, 

Hie  eri  him  gnuinted  liis  will  Y  wis. 
That  tie  knight  faim  hiKl  ytdUU 

Tbe^tyilPQ»ii  thai  Vffe  of  akhe  pdfit. 
Biforn  him  then  weicn  jeald. 
An  the  hmd  that  ever  was  his, 
Bifon  hem  alle  yong  aad  old. 
He  mad#  hii  neler  cfaef  and  pnia. 
That  many  mying  for  him  had  sold* 


Na  9.  TV  King  of  Tars.^-Sefein  leaves^  indudiiig  two 
which  have  heen  misplaced  by  the  binder^  and  may  be  fimnd 
in  ihe  middle  of  the  preceding  legend.    Imperibct,  wanting 

Heikeneth  to  me,  both  dd  and  yinge, 
For  Marie's  love,  that  sweet  thing, 

AH  how  a  wer  began, 
Betwene  a  tiew  crescen  hug. 
And  an  heathing  heye  lerdingi 

Of  dames  the  Sondan. 

This  romance  ia  pablished  by  Mr  Ritaon. 

No.  S.  TkeHistofy  of  Adam  and  his  DeteendanU-^MHawn 
the  misj^aoed  leaveaof  the  JHtif  of  7br«,  and  condndee  upon 
%  p«gp  ^here  No.  4  begina.  The  beginnivig  ia  wanting.  I| 
!<•  ^nxkj/iopovdiqg  to  tb^poet^  ^hji^goti^aity  tnd  ratiuhv 
rity,  being  written  by  Seth. 

The  Soth  had  written  Adame*s  Hif; 
And  Bve'ty  that  was  Adame's  wif. 


ex  SIR  TBISTAEM. 


Ri^t  in  tfailke  adve  atede, 

Her  Adam  was  wone  to  Ude  hit  bede, 

Seth  left  the  MS.  in  Adam's  oratory^  where  it  lenudiied  till 
the  time  of  Solomon,  who  diaoovered^  but  ooold  not  deqrpher 
it  without  sapeiiiatunl  aanatance.    It  ends, 

Jeau  that  was  nomen  with  wnogy 
And  thtded  mani  painei  aCzong) 
Among  the  Jewea  that  were  felle» 
To  bring  Adam  out  of  helle ; 
Gif  one  grace  for  to  winne 
The  joie  that  Adam  now  ia  in. 

* 

Na  4.  The  Legend  ofSeynt  Margrete, — fimr  leaves  and  a 
half.  Perfect,  saving  a  few  lines  cut  out  with  the  iUumin«- 
tion.  It  is  a  more  modem  version  of  the  legend  published  by 
Hickes,  in  the  Thesaurus  Linguarum  SepietUritmalium,  and 
hegiM, 


Al  that  ben  in  deadly  sinne. 
And  thenke  with  merci  to  mete, 
Leve  in  Crist  that  gave  you  wit 
Yonr  sinnes  fat  to  bete. 
Listen  and  yon  schul  here  telle, 
With  wordes  fidr  and  swete. 
The  vie  of  on  maidena 
Men  dqpeth  Seyn  Maigrete. 

Ko.  5.  J[>^i0fiJof«S'€;^jra<miie.---11iiee  and  a  half  leaves ; 
wants  the  end,  and  some  leaves,  where  the  illumination  his 
been  cut  out. 

He  that  made  heaven  and  erthe, 
And  sun  and  mone  for  to  shine, 
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Bring  COS  into  his  ridie. 
And  tdidd  cus  firun  hdle  pine ! 
Herken,  and  Y  jou  wil  tdle 
The  liif  of  an  onlj  virgine. 
That  truli  trewed  in  Jesu  Crist ; 
Hir  name  was  hoten  Katerio. 


No.  7.  The  Legend  or  Romance  ef  Owam  Miles, — occupies 
aeren  leayes.  The  banning  is  wanting.  It  contains  the  ad«- 
nntoxesof  Sir  Owain,  a  Noiihumbrian  knight,  in  St  Patrick's 
prngatory  in  Ireland,';  where  he  saw  heU,  pnigatory,  and  tho 
celortial  rqpons.    The  last  venes  are, 


When  he  dcyed  he  went,  I  wis. 
Into  the  heighe  joie  of  Paradis, 

Thnzdi  help  of  Code's  grace. 
Now  God,  ibr  Seynt  Owainis  lore, 
Gnnint  ous  heren  hlis  abore. 

Before  his  swete  fiioe. 


Na  8.  The  DuptOuoun  beiuen  the  Bodi  and  the  SouU^^ 
Hhtee  leaves ;  wants  the  concluding  stanzas.  This  is  a  dis- 
pute betwixt  the  body  and  soul  of  a  dead  warrior,  who  con- 
tinue to  upbraid  each  other  with  their  sinAd  life,  until  they 
are  both  earned  to  the  infernal  regions : 


As  Y  lay  in  a  winter's  night. 
In  a  dioupening  bifor  the  day, 
Methought  I  saw  a  selli  sight : 
A  bodi  opon  a  here  lay. 
He  had  ben  a  modi  knight. 
And  littel  senred  God  to  pay ; 
Forlorn  he  had  his  lives  light* 
The  gost  moved  out,  and  wald  oway. 
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No.  9.  The  Descent  of  our  Smnour  mto  Ifeff,— to  redeem 
the  souls  of  the  prophets^  supposed  to  hate  been  confined 
there  from  the  Fall  to  the  Cmd&don.  As  this  legend  is  in 
the  shape  of  a  dialogae,  it  is  probably  an  edition  of  the  fii« 
▼Dorite  mystery^  called  the  ^arrowing  of  HelL  It  wants  be- 
ginning and  end;  and  occupies  one  entire  ]eaf>  and  a  ftag* 
ment  of  another. 

DOXIKUS  AIT, 

Haid  gates.have  Y  gas, 
4Ad  suflbid  piiMB  maiii  on 
Thxitd  whiter  aad  tiiifd  half  yoe 
HaTe  Y  wonde  in  londe  here,  ftc 

In  Bibliotheqne  HarL  92S3,  is  apoem  on  the  harrowing  of  hdl, 
heffiadng, 

AHe  ][iftT*mfA  to  ne  nowy 
A  strip  woU  Y  tdlen  oQt      « 
Of  Jem  ant  of  Sathan. 

No.  10.  A  Miracle  of  the  Ftrstii.— Wants  the  beginning, 
On0]ea£ 

Fran  heven  into  die  cleri»*8  boar, 
Ri^t  doon  biim  his  beddss  fet, 
The  angel  ali^t  with  great  honoiir» 
And  wd  fiur  he  gan  him  gret. 

No.  11.  il  Moralixaium  upon  certain  Latin  tezta.— Nine 
leaves  ;  wants  the  end.  It  is  written  in  a  difoent  and  laiger 
hand  than  the  preoedu^  and  fldhming  artidlfia. 

Hoknedi  alle  to  my  8pecfae» 
And  hdle  of  toole  nuy  on  tedie. 


APPENDIX.  cxiii 


No.  12.  Amis  and  AmeUcn.^^A  beaatiftil  romanoe  of  chi-i 
yatey  ;  of  which^  see  an  account  in  the  Notes.  The  beginning 
and  end  are  torn  out.  It  occupies  thirteen  folios^  and  begins^ 

The  riche  douk  his  fest  gan  hokU 
With  erls  and  with  haroanii  boldi 

A*  ye  may  listen  and  lithe^ 
Foarten-night,  as  me  was  told, 
With  erls,  and  with  barounis  bcldf 

To  glad  tho  bemes  blithe. 

Ko.  IS.  L^end  of  Marie  Maudeletn.-^Faia  leavies  ;  winti 
tbe  beginning.    The  author  concludes, 

Ich  heseche  yoa  alle  than  that  han  j-hod^ 

Of  the  Mauddain  hou  it  ferd. 

That  ye  beseche  al  for  him. 

That  this  stori  in  IngUsse  xim* 

Out  of  Latin  hath  y-wrought. 

For  alle  men  Latin  no  oonne  nooght,  Ac 

No.  14. 7%e  Legend  of  Joachim,  ourLeuedie'sModer.'-^Vma 
lesres.  Incomplete,  not  from  mutilation,  as  usual,  but  because 
tbe  antfaor  or  transcriber  had  tired  of  his  task. 


An  that  the  prophetei  shewed  whilomf 
In  her  propheeie, 
Alit  wasof  onr  Lord^ 
And  of  his  moder  Marie  { 
Both  Moyses  and  Ahiaham, 
Jonas  and  Helye, 
DaHd  and  DMud, 
And  the  holy  Genmie. 

« 
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No.  15.  On  iht  Se6eh  d!rai0^iSto.-=^dtti^etie.  Two  Mm. 

Jesa,  thil  lor  ns  wold  Ae 
And  was  boren  of  Maiden  Marye^ 
Forgive  us,  Louerd,  our  misdede,^ 
And  help  us  at  oure  mdste  nede  1 

No.  16.  The  Pater-notter,  undo  on  £j^p2tfcA.— One  leaf; 
wants  the  end. 

AUe  that  ever  gone  and  riden. 
Thai  wiUes  Gode*s  merd  abiden ; 
Lewede  meoy  that  ne  bcs  no  cMmb* 
Tho  that  leven  on  Gode*s  werkes. 
Listen  and  ye  scfaollen  here*  i  wis 
What  jour  pater-noster  is. 

No.  17.  77ie  Assumption  of  the  FfV^rm^FivekaTei;  wmtt 
the  beginning  ;  condudai  thtu  t 

Vow  habhe  ye  herd  the  Adiesoiiii 
Of  the  swete  atsnmpsinn 

Of  odr  Leuedi  hende. 
Jcsu,  Aat  is  here  svcte  sooe. 
Give  us  grece  for  to  weoe« 

in  jcat  that  nefcr  sdiul  cndc 


No.  18.  AV  2>egtir/.— Six  leayei;  wanU  the  end,  and  alio 
some  leaves  nesr  the  beginikiBg.  Hiis  beidtfftil  romance  is 
analysed  by  Warton,  hi  ^e'biifioryofPbe{f*y,  voL  1.  p.  liO. 

•       •       •       ^      ■    .      ' 
Ferh  fde  wdde  fimdr 
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And*  tcdicn  sventret  by  ni^t  mid  du* 
Hoee  che  might  here  strengthe,  asai 
80  dede  a  knight.  Sire  D^airee. 
Ich  wiUe  you  telle  wat  man  waa  he. 

No.  19.  T%e  Seven  Wise  Magters.-^'Fourteea  leaves ;  vaat^ 
the  beguming  and  end.  This  oekbiated  romance^  or  rather 
tiasoe  of  storiea,  Beems  to  be  derived  fhnn  the  Calilah  u  Dam^ 
nah  of  the  Orientals.  See  Tymrhitt's  notes  on  Chaucer's  Can* 
Urbury  Tales.    The  first  paragraph  begins, 

Diodeaian,  the  maistre'a  herde. 
He  atrok  hia  herd,  and  shoke  his  yerde. 
And  on  hem  made  milde  cheroy 
And  qpak  that  hi  all  might  ihere. 

Ko.  90.  Flcrice  and  BhmchefUmr. — fire  leaves;  beginning 
torn  oat  Tresssn  has  analyzed  this  beautiftd  tale  in  his 
Corps  dExtraits  des  Romans.    It  condndes, 


Noa  iv  dus  tile  browt  t&  ih*  cnde, 
.  Of  Fkniee  and  of  his  Janfak  vhanday 
•Heur  after  bale  hem  eem  bote» 

So  wil.Qui  Lopeide,  that  na  mote. 

Amen  sigges  al  8O9 

And  Ich  achal  hdpe  yon  therta 


i^-xtppaireotly  Mftniag  to  the  reign 
^SdwBidll.  Poftetinoneleafl  Ihe  introduction  is  in  al« 
tmste^f^ch  and  Engliah,  and  begins  thus : 

Lemfmeifsre  et  deferet  eomfaU  U  trop  mmoent; 

It  nia  noathcr  wel  ne  feire,  therefore  Bngekmd  ia  ahient : 
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Nottrt  prince  de  BngleUretper  U  eomtaU  de  sa  gaU^ 

At  Westminstre  after  tht  £elre,  made  a  gnt  parlemcnt,  ftci 

At  this  parliament  Seven  Wise  Men  deliyer  their  opinionB 
on  tbe  causes  of  the  national  distress^  in  the  following  jingling 
mewure: 

Tht  finte  Kide,  I  nnderstonclei 
Ne  may  no  king  wel  ben  in  londt 
Under  God  Ahnihte. 
But  he  kunne  himself  rede^ 
Hu  he  scbal  in  londe  lede 
Our  manwid  riht. 

For  miht  is  iiht» 

Liht  is  niht, 

And  fiht  is  fliht. 
For  miht  is  riht,  the  lond  is  lawclei ; 
For  niht  is  liht,  the  lond  is  lore-les ; 
For  fiht  is  fliht,  the  londe  is  name-l 


No.  82.  A  LUt  of  Names  of  Norman  JBoroiu^— occnpying 
three  pages,  beginning  with  Anmarle,  Bertram,  Brehnse,  Bar- 
dolf^  Sic  Some  are  fiuoailiar  in  history,  as  Percy,  Andely;, 
Warayne,  and  the  like ;  others  seem  romantic  epithets^  as 
Oylle-de-bnffe^  Front-de-buiFe,  Longespee,  &c.  There  is  no 
hint  of  the  purpose  of  this  list^  which  is  perfect 

No.  9S>Oyqf  )rort0tXre,«— twenty-nine  fblios ;  wants  the  be- 
ginning,  and  a  leaf  in  the  middle.  It  concludes  with  his  slay. 
ing  a  dragon  in  Northumberland,  previous  to  his  maniage 
with  Felice. 

ft 

To  Warwike  he  is  y-went. 

With  that  heaed  he  made  the  kinge  present. 
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The  king  was  blithe  and  of  gbkl  ehere, 
For  that  he  leye  Gy  hole  and  fbfe« 
At  Warwike  that  henge  the  heued  anon : 
Mani  men  wondred  ther  apon* 

No.  94.  Contifmation  ofGy's  History r^^  &  diflbcnt  stanity 
ooQtaiiiing  his  marriage^  his  adTentores  in  the  Holj  Land,  his 
dmd  with  Cdbraiid  the  Danish  champion^  and  his  death. 
Complete,  twenty  fblioa. 

God  grant  hem  heuen  blis  to  made. 
That  herken  to  mi  romaunoe  rede, 

Al  of  a  gentil  knight 
The  beat  bod!  he  was  at  nede. 
That  erer  might  bestriden  stede. 

And  freest  found  in  fight. 

No.  85.  Remhrun's  Oy's  Sone  of  KPoni^e.— This  may  also 
be  considered  as  a  continuation  of  the  fbfegoing  popukr  xo- 
manoe.    It  ooeapfes  nine  fblios,  and  wants  the  end. 

Jesn  that  ert  of  mighte  moaty 
Father,  and  Bone,  and  Holy  Goit, 

Idi  bidde  ye  aboTfc 
As  UioQ  ert  Lord  of  our  saving. 
And  madest  heuene  and  olle  thing, 

Se,  and  tonne,  and  monew 


No  SS.  iS*;^  Bevei  of  Hism/oiM.— Twenty-five  fUios,  com- 
plete, beginning,    . 

Ixndingai  hearkneth  to  ni^i  tale, 
It  menier  than  the  nif^tingalt, 
That  I  tdieltilige; 
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Of  m  kn^bt  I  irU  yowitNuie^ 
Beret  a-higbt  of  Hamtouney 
WHhouUQ  lenog* 

Having  used  this  stanza  fyr  about  three  leayeB^  the  author 
eTchangea  it  fcr  rhiming  couplets. 

Saber,  IMa  to  hk  house  Iiadd0» 
Mecfae  of  that  hulye  him  diaddoy  6u* 

No.  27.  OfArthour  and  of  Merlin, — ^This  IcMig  and  eoiioua 
romance  may  be^  perhaps,  the  Gret  Gut  of  ArUumr,  ascri* 
bed,  by  Wintoun,  to  Hutcheon  of  the  Awle  Royale.  It  con- 
tains all  the  earlier  history  of  King  Arthxir,  and  the  chivalry 
of  the  Round  Tabl6,  but  is  left  unconduded  by  the  author, 
or  transcriber.  The  MS.  is  complete  in  fifty-six  fdios,  b&« 
gimiing, 


Jestt  Chziitf  heven 

Al  out  graot  gede  endlngt 

And  Seinte  Marie,  diat  twete  tbing. 

To  be  at  oar  b^iimiiig. 

• 

After  Arthour  and  Merim,  oocnra  the  b^gmningof  aramanee, 
in  half  a  columuy  but  totally  de&eed. 

• 

No.  88.  How  a  Merchant  did  his  Wife  Mroy.— This  tale 
is  published  by  Mr  Ritson  in  his  Ancient  Pieces  ofPajmlar- 
Poetry.  In  our  MS.  it  wants  the  b^;inning,  occupies  two 
folios^  and  concludes, 

Yoough  thai  badde  of  warldei  wde, 
Togeder  thai  leved  yerei  fde, 


A?P£NPix.  cans 

li  find  ms^.i  and  fo  >Ro^  Wft 
Amoky  Amen,  par  ^lurit^. 

It  is  the  nme  story  with  the  GroaU  uforth  of  Wit,  snd  with 
the  JFabUau,  entitled  La  bourse  phine  du  irsf. 


No.  89.  Haw  our  Leuedi  8aut6  (psalter)  was  fer$t  faunde. 
•—A  miracle  of  the  Viigin,  complete  in  about  one  leaf  and  a 

hau: 

Leuedi  tirete  and  mildey 
For  love  oi  thine  cbikfe, 

Jesa  fill  of  mlgfatf 
Met  that  am  m  wilde* 
From  ichame  thou  me  icbyldet 

Bi  day  and  hi  nigbu 

.  No.  SO.  Lai  U  jpVam.— This  lay  profeues  to  be  of  44mo<- 

lican  origin.    The  introductory  verses  are  nearly  the  same 

with  those  of  the  romance  of  Sir  Orpheo,  printed  by  Mr  Rit- 

Mm  in  his  collection  of  metrical  romanoes. 

« 
We  redeth  oft,  and  iindech  y-wzitey 

And  this  cMbct  wde  it  wite* 

Layei  that  ben  in  harping^ 

Ben  y-ibunde  of  feiU  thing. 

Two  leaves ;  wants  the  condnsbn. 

No.  31.  Roland  and  Faragm.—'t)^  acooont  of  the  dud 
hetwixt  these  two  celebrated  champions^  the  Orlando  and  Fer« 
ran  of  Boiardo  and  Ariosto^  is  yersified  from  a  chiqpter  in  the 
Pseudo'  Turjrin  ;  on  fire  leaves^  complete.    From  the  condu- 
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ding  Btanxay  it  would  seem  that  the  foUowing  romtnoe  of 
(Hud  was  by  the  same  author : 

And  al  the  folk  of  tbe  lond 
For  KoDOur  of  Roolond, 

Thanked  God  old  tnd  young. 
And  gede  a  piooestioan, 
With  croice  and  goinfaynoun. 

And  taive  roiri  song. 
Both  widowe  and  wiif  m  place 
Thill  thonked  Codes  gnce. 

Al  tho  Aat  speke  with  long ; 
T(  Otuel  also  gexn» 
That  was  a  Sarmzin  stenit 

Ful  spne  this  woid  sprang. 

No.  82.  Otuel,  a  iTn^JU.— This  is  the  history  of  a  Sersoeii 
champion^  who  is  converted  to  Christianity^  and  becomes  a 
follower  of  Charlemagne.  It  is  a  very  spirited  jomanoe,  oo- 
eapies  eight  folios^  and  wants  the  end. 

Herkneth  both  yinge  and  old. 
That  wdlen  heren  of  battailles  bold* 
And  ye  woUe  a  whfle  dudkt 
or  bold  battailles  I  woUe  ye  telle* 

Ko.  33.  Two  leaves,  containing  a  fiagment  of  the  great 
Eonumee  of  Alexander,    It  oondudeSj 

Thus  it  ferth  in  the  midlerd. 
Among  the  leved  and  lerd. 
When  that  heued  is  y-falle, 
Acombied  beth  the  membres  alle. 
Thus  endeth  Alisaiinder  the  king, 
Gode  oils  grant  his  bluseing. 
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No.  34.  The  7%rostte  Cock  and  Nighiingale,^A  frsgrnent^ 
on  half  a  page.    They  dispute  upon  the  female  character. 


With  blmme  and  wtdi  briddat  lotm^ 
The  notes  of  the  hazel  tpnagfttht 
The  dewf  derken  in  the  dale. 
The  notes  of  the  nightingale^ 
This  foules  mini  sengeth. 


Thia  fragment  ia  printed  in  Leyden'a  Introduction  to  the 
Compfc^  of  Scotland,  p.  159.  It  aeeras  to  be  a  translation 
of  a  lay  in  the  Digby  MS.,  beginning  "  Ly  commence  le  cun- 
tent  par  entre  le  Mavia  et  Rosaignole." 

Na  35.  One  cohimn>  containing  a  Religious  Fragment, 
which  condudea, 

Jesa  Crist  ons  above, 

Thoa  grant  ous  for  thi  moder  loTe, 

At  our  lives  ende. 
When  ve  ban  rightes  of  the  preste. 
And  the  deth  be  at  our  brest, 

The  sonle  mot  to  heuen  wenda. 


No.  36.  DoM  ^  King.^A  poetical  para{toMe  of  texts 
ftom  the  Psalms,  complete  in  a  page  and'a  halfl 

Miserere  md  Deut^  ftc 

Lord  6oH,  to  thee  we  calle. 

That  thou  have  mexd  on  us  aUe,  &e. 

Na  37.  The  Romance  of  Tristrem,  published  in  (his  w- 
lame,  occupies  twenty  leaves^  and  wants  the  conclusion. 
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No.  38w  Ming  Otfio.-^Tlm  i«  tbe^tovy  of  Oipheiisi|Ddfiaf 
rydioe  oonTcrted  into  a  ronmaQe  of  Faery.  J^  BiUon  haa 
published  this  romance  in  his  ooUection^  but  from  a  oopy 
widely  different^  and^  in  aame  NflpedB,  inferior  to  tfaia  at 
which  we  are  trealiBg.  hugji  e&fta«la  floom  the  latter  may 
be  firand  In  the  Mwutreby  of  Me  SooUM  Border,  Sd  edit. 
▼oL  11.  p.  138^  ct  lequen.  It  is  nearly  complete  in  fiye  leavei^ 
andbegina 

Ozfeo  waf  a  king 
In  Ingkmde,  an  heighe  loidinget 
Stalwerth  man  tad  kardi  bo, 
Lvgy  9»d  cnrteyg  he  was  alia ; 
His  fiHler  was  oomen  of  Ki^g  Plut^^ 
And  his  moder  of  King  Jimo, 
That  sum  time  were  as  godes  yhold. 
For  aoentors  that  thai  dede  and  tdide. 

It  ia  ayowed,  in  the  oonduaion,  to  be  a  lay  of  Bretagne : 

Harpotin  in  Bretaine  after  than 
Herd  how  this  menraQe  bigan. 
And  made  her  of  a  lay  of  gode  likbg. 
And  nempned  it  after  the  king. 
That  lay  Orfeo  is  y-hote. 
Gode  is  the  lay,  swete  is  the  note : 
Thus  comes  Sir  Ovfeo  oat  of  his  cai«y 
God  gmust  ous  aUe  wc|e  to  ftn. 

No.  39.  A  Moral  Poefn.-*Complete  in  three  eolnmna. 

The  siker  sotbe  wheea  sayes. 
With  diol  dzeje  we  omr  daycsy 
And  walk  mani  wil  wayes. 
As  wandering  wightes. 
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No.  40.  Liber  Regum  utf  MfJMfb— >A  ofaiDiiide  of  iheUqfp  of 
l^gfamaj  from  Bratiu  downwwd^  oompleli  m  tlurteen  foliot 
mnA  a  hal£    The  rubric  nma  thua : 

Here  XDSf  men  rede,  who  to  cu* 
Hmr  iagbnde  fktk  iKgan* 
Men  mow  it  fiode  EngBirhe, 
Ai  the  Bsout  it  telleth  Y  wis. 

Tlie  work  begiiu, 

Herkeneth  hiderwaid  lordiDgef, 
Ye  that  wil  here  of  kiogesy 
lehil  jaa  teOen  as  Y  can. 
How  Inglond  first  higao. 

The  author  dwells  upon  the  remote  and  fid>uloua  parta  of 
the  Eng^iiah  history,  but  glides  swiftly  over  the  later  reigns. 
He  appears  to  hare  concluded  his  history  during  the  minority 
of  Edward  III.,  and  probably  about  the  time  when  ihe  Au- 
diinleck  MS.  was  written.   The  concluding 


Now  Jestt  Crist  and  seyn  Ridiard« 
Save  the  y«Bg  king  Edward, 
And  gif  him  grace  his  lend  to  yeme. 
That  it  ba  Jesu  Crist  to  qneme,  Ac 

BxfUMt  lAber  Begum  AngOte, 

Nou  41.  Horn  Child  and  Maiden  RimnihL-^ix  leaves  and 
m  bal^  wants  the  conclusion.  This  poem>  ob  well  as  a  more 
ancient  edition^  is  pabhahed  by  Mr  Ritaon  in  hia  Metriod  Bo* 


Mi  leva  ftendcdere, 
Herkcn  and  ye  may  here. 


*  v« 


CXVT  SIR  TRISTREM. 

And  yc  wu  nBdcntoncwt 
Storin  ye  may  kro 
Of  oar  ddert  that  weie 
Whilom  in  this  lond. 

No.  48.  A  Fragment  in  Praise  of  iFomcii.«>npoii  two  fi^ 
lioft  tnnspoaed^  wants  the  beginning. 

Choten  thai  be  to  manet  tutt 

0  night  in  anuei  ibr  to  wende, 
Gif  ani  man  may  it  here. 

Of  a  ichrewe  that  wU  women  ihende, 

1  ipeak  for  hem,  Ac 


This  is  printed  in  the  Complaynt  ofScothnd, 
p.  €1. 


No.  4.*.  The  banning  of  the  Romance  of  Richard  Ccntr  de 
lAon,  on  two  leaves>  all  the  rest  destroyed. 

Lord  Jesa  king  of  glorie, 

Swidie  anentoan,  and  twiche  fidmiep 

Thoa  sentett  King  Richard. 
Miri  it  ia  to  heren  his  ttoriet 
And  of  him  to  han  in  memoiie» 

Than  never  no  was  oomud* 

No.  44.  A  satire^  entitled  ihe  Simonie,  in  rix  folios,  want- 
ing the  eondttsion.  It  is  a  largerj  and,  apparently,  aomewhat 
an  older  hand  than  the  Auchinleck  MS. ;  the  head  of  the 
Saxon  character,  expressing  M,  being  prolonged  above  the 
line,  whereas,  in  the  rest  of  the  volume,  it  is  on  a  level  with 
it    Fran  cixvumstanoes  of  internal  evidence,  the  poem  may 
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l)e  ascribed  to  the  xeign  of  Edward  II.  It  alludea  jU>  tlie  de- 
graded state  of  the  national  cfaaxacter,  tothefiiQuneandmur- 
lain  among  the  cattle,  all  of  which  afficted  the  reign  of  that 
prince.    The  satire  b^;in8> 


Whit  war  and  wnke  in  lobde,  andmanalanght  ii  icomt« 
Whii  hunger  and  derthe  on  eorthe,  the  pore  hath  luderoome^ 
Whii  bestet  ben  thus  atonre,  whii  corn  hath  ben  lo  dere, 
Te  that  wolcn  abide,  listeneth  and  ye  muwen  here* 

Theskile. 
1  ndle  lyen  for  no  man,  herkne  whoso  wile. 

The  author  honents  the  oormption  of  the  church,  and  ihe 
arts  by  which  preferment  was  obtained.  He  then  mentions 
the  d^;eneracy  of  the  knights,  who  had  become  '*  lions  in  haU^ 
andliBres  in  the  field."    Of  the  squires  he  observes. 

And  nu  nii  no  sqaier  of  pris  in  this  roiddel  erd. 
But  if  thar  he  bear  a  babd  and  a  long  herd. 
And  sweren  Codes  soule,  and  Tuwe  to  God  alhote  9 
But  should  he  for  eueri  £b1s  ath  lesse  kirtd  or  kote, 

Neoa 
Ht  sholde  stoode  start  naked  twyse  a  day  or  eue. 

Codes  soule  is  al  day  sweren,  the  kniif  sumd  astnmt, 
And  thouh  the  botes  be  torn,  wele  he  maken  but  stouL 
The  hod  hangeth  00  his  brest^  at  he  wolde  spewe  therinne. 
And  shorteliehe  his  oontrefiutare  is  colour  of  onne 

A>  d  host. 
To  wrath  the  God  and  puen  the  fend  hit  serreth  aUer-most 

The  beard  and  the  hood  will  remind  my  rcsders  of  Ae 
iliime  made  by  the  Scottish  during  the  reign  of  Edward  IL 

Long  beuds  heartlesBe, 
Paintad  hoods  witlesse. 
Gay  ooales  grao^lssif 
Make  Englasde  thrilUesse, 
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Hw  autker  abo  «Iliite  lo^ekaidM»^llie  ^emmt,  and 
to  ^bs'dxttdM.  ftmine,  wliieh  ooeuned  in  1S15 ;  to  ^  di»* 
ease  ameng  the  horned  eatUe^  whidi  ibilowed  in  1316 ;  to  Ibe 
mortality  which  took  plaee  about  ^  aame  time ;  aad^  flnaUy, 
to  the  bloody  ciTil  wan  betwixt  Edward  II.  and  his  barooa,  in 
which  waa  apilled  the  nobkat  Mood  of  En^and. 


Soch  are  the  oontenta  of  the  Ancfainleck  MS.  I  onoemedi* 
tated  to  haye  given  interest  to  the  Catalogue,  by  a  more  detafl- 
cd  account  of  some  of  the  romanoea  which  it  oontaiua ;  but 
ibe  attempt  ia  rendered  nnneoeaaary  by  the  lately-publiahed 
CoDeetion  of  Spedmena  selected  ftom  the  English  Metrical 
Romanoea,  by  Mr  EUia,  the  elegsnt  historian  of  our  early 
poetry. 
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SIR  TRISTREM- 


FYTTE  FIRST. 


ARGUMENT. 

Si4mza  l.«— The  narrator  announces^  that  he  is  about  to 
rdate  the  bir^  and  adventures  of  Sir  Tristreu^  as 
diejr  had  been  communicated  to  him  by  Tom  as  of  £r-> 
oeldoan^«  2.— He  bewails  the  degeneracy  of  his  age^ 
whidi  he  likens  to  the  change  which  the  approach- 
ing winter  must  produce  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
fields  and  groves.  3.  3.  4.  5— Thoe  is  introduced^ 
Minewfaat  abruptly^  an  account  of  a  war  betwixt  two 
Smdal  dnefs,  the  Duke  Morgan^  and  Rouland  Rise^ 
liOfd  of  Ermonie,  in  which  the  latter  is  victorious. 
4(^*^A  truce  having  taken  place  for  seven  years^  Rou- 
latid  repairs  to  the  ooiin  of  Marie,  king  of  ComwalL 
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7-— A  tournament  is  held  at  the  court  of  Cornwall^  in 
which  Rouland  gains  the  victory^  and^  at  the  same 
time^  wins  the  heart  of  the  princess  Bkundie  Floor, 
sister  to  king  Mark.  8.— The  princess  discovers  her 
passion  to  her  preceptors.  9«"~The  praise  of  Rou- 
Lmd  Rise,  with  an  obscure  account  of  his  being 
wounded  in  battle^  and  of  (be  consequent  distress  of 
Blaunche  Flour.  10.^— The  princess  repairs  in  pri- 
vate to  the  chamber  of  the  wounded  knight,  and  Sir 
Tristrem  owes  his  birth  to  this  stolen  interview. 
11.  12.— Rouland  is  informed'  by  a  trusty  vassal, 
called  Rohand,  that  duke  Morgan  has  invaded  his 
dominions  in  breach  of  truce.  13.  14.  15.— The 
princess  elopes  with  her  lover,  who  returns  to  the 
defence  of  his  coimtry :  they  arrive  safely  at  a  castle 
belonging  to  Rohand,  where,  it  would  seem,  they 
are  married.  1 6*"— Duke  Morgan-  comes  against 
Rouland  with  a  great  army. 

Stanzas  17-  18.  19>— A  dreadful  batde,  in  which  Rou- 
land has  at  first  the  advantage-;  but  the  duke,  being 
reinforced,  defeats  and  slays  him  by  treadiery,  afber 
he  has  atchieved  prodigies  of  valour.  20. 21*  22.-*- 
Blaunche  Fk>ur,  then  in  the  pains  of  duld-birth, 
learns  the  death  of  her  husband.  Under  these  dis- 
toesring  drcuxnrtances  TrktremJ,  borti;  «>d  hk 
mother,  after  recommending  ^him  Uk  the  eare  of  Bo- 
hand,  and  bequeathing  him  i  ring^  as  a  token  of  his 
propinquity  to  king  Mark,  empires  amid  the  lanuig" 
tations  of  her  attendants.  28.^— Rohand,  to  secoiel  I 
the  safety  of  his  ward,  posses  him  fer  hia  own  cfaiUL  \\  A 
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^n^SLlte  inyerted  appellarion  df  Tmmtrig.  ^4.  85.  V 
-^Moxgan  attains^e  absolttte  4pmhtf»irgfjEi  moiiie, 
and  Rohand  pays  him  oonstrained  and  dissembled 
homage.  26L  i27-^-^The  education  of  Tristrem^  du- 
ling  die  fint  fifteen  years  of  his  life.  His  skill  in 
.  mi^iutrdBy^  in  the  mysteries  of  the  chaoe,  and  in  all 
knightly  games.  38.— A.  Norwegian' vessel  arrives^ 
fi«ighted  with  hawks  and  with  treasure.  Tristrem 
learns  that  the.  captain  had  challenged  any  one  to 
play  at  chess^  for  a  stake  of  twenty  shillings.  90. 
50. 31*— Rohand  and  his  sons,  with  Tristrem,  go  on 
board  the  Norw^;ian  vessel.  Tristrem  plays  with 
the  master  at  chess,  and  wins  from  him*  six  hawks, 
and  one  hundred  pounds*  Rohand  •goes  on  shore, 
leaving  Tristrem  stili  .engaged  at  chess,  under  the 
charge  of  his  pneceptor.  St*  33.— The  master,  to 
avoid  paying  what  he  had  lost,  puts  to  sea  with  Tris- 
trem, and  gives  Ae  preceptor  a  boat  to  go  on  shore 
alone. 

Slansuu  34*  ^,  36.— The  vessel  is  sorely  tempest-tost, 
which  the  mariners  impute  to  the  injustice  of  which 
they  have  been  guilty,;  under  this  impression,  they 
pay  Tristrem  his  winnings,  and  put  him  on  shore  in 
an  unknown  countiy.  Tristrem  prays  to  heaven  for 
protection.  37*-^The  narrator  again  bespeaks  the 
attention  of  hb  hearers,  on  account  of  the  authenti- 
city of  the  fSeusts,  as  ascertained  by  the  accurate  re- 
seardi  of  his  author,  Tomas.  38. 39*  40. — Tristrem's 
dress  is  described—A  robe  of  6/iAafi^  brown.  Having 
refreshed  himself  with  some  food,  which  was  left 
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faiin  b^  4be  Norwagi4«M«  he  tksvmes  »  fosttty  in 
vbida  he  meets  two  ludmera  ;  who,  in  rtfif  to  Iub 
inquixies^  inlbfm  Um  that  he  ia  in  Rnghnrt.  He 
offers  the  pslmert  a  leward  of  ten  BhiUings,  if  they 
will  guide  him  to  the  court  of  ihe  king  of  the  ooon- 
try,  whieh  thej  wiUingly  undertake  to  dou  41.  42. 
43«_Tbey  meet  m  party  of  hunters*  Triatrem  is 
a^unAuWttixA  at  die  awkward  manner  in  which  they 
break  up  the  akaga  which  they  have  slain,  and  «x« 
postulates  with  them*  A  aeijeant  replies^  that  they 
used  the  mode  always  practised  in  their  country,  but 
that  they  were  willing  to  look  on  and  be  instracted, 
if  he  would  be  pkaacd  to  carve  a  budc  finr  their  in- 
forawdon.  44. 45. 40. 47«^— A  minute  account  of  the 
adentific  mode  in  which  Tristr^n  broke  up  the  atag, 
and  how  he  blew  the  mort,  or  tokening.  The  new 
acienoe  is  communicated  to  Mark  (for  all  this  hiqp- 
pens  in  ComwaU,)  who  is  hjghly  delighted  with  ao 
important  a  discovery.  48. — More  of  the  science  of 
hunting,  with  a  moral  reflection  on  the  duty  of  in« 
atructing  the  ignorant. 


Stanza  49.— ^Tristrem  is  brought  beforeMark,  to  idiom 
he  gives  an  account  of  his  education ;  but,  as  the 
name  of  Rohand,  our  hero's  suppoaed  iither,  was  un- 
known to  the  king  of  Cornwall,  he  does  not  discover 
« his  nephew  in  the  young  huntsman.  50.— ^Triatrem 
"partakes  of  the  royal  feast;  the  liberal  abundance  of 
which  is  described  con  amore*  51.  53.-— The  intro- 
duction of  a  minstrel,  after  the  ieast,  gives  Tristrem 
an  oppoituni^  of  displaying  his  ridil  on  the  harp. 
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IB  irfiich  the  ComUi  mqgidan  yialdg  him  the  pafaoai. 
He  beeomes  a  fimnirite  of  Maik^  aad  is  mainteiiied 
athiseourtinsidbiidour.  55.  S^.'-— The  tale  Tetorns 
to  Roluuid,  who^  dcsporate  at  tibe  lose  ef  hie  fbeter- 
mm,  •earehesferhimovqr  vwtoiis  leotfotries,  without 
own  lenewng  his  tattered  garttents^  until  he  meets 
wiA  one  of  the  pabners,  who  eooducted  Triatiem  to 
die  oourt  of  CornwalL  55.  56.— The  pafaner  teHs 
Rohsnd  the  fiiii^our  whidi  Tristrem  had  attained  ill 
the  court  of  Corttwallt  wd,  atBohand's  zeqoesty  be- 
eomes his  goide  thither.  57-  58. 59.— When  Bohand 
armes  at  the  eourt^  he  is  refused  entranoe,  first  bj 
die  porter^  and  afterwards  by  the  usher^  on  aecount 
of  his  mean  dress.  These  obstacles  he  overcomes 
by  iniMiil  btiliiH^  ■(111  is  at  leiiglhiiihiiilnml  to 
Tristfem^^io  is  unable  to  reeognise^i.  60.6l.  62. 
•^An  explsiiJUien  Sahi'iJ  pTlice,  andT^streni,  grei^y 
shodLed  at  his  mistake,  mtroduoes  Bohand  to  king 
Mark^  as  his  father,  telHng  him,  at  the  same  time, 
the  cause  of  their  separadon.  613. 64.  65.*— >Bohand, 
being  refreshed  with  the  badi,  andricUy  attired,  by 
order  of  king  Mark,  the  whole  court  is  surprised  at 
Ue  mi^esdc  appearance.  He  is  placed  by  die  king^s 
side,  to  partake  of  the  royal  banquet. 

SUmzas  66.  67—Bohand  rehtes  to  the  king  the  secret 
of  Triatrem's  birth,  and  produces  the  token  of  the 
ring,  bequeadied  by  his  modier  on  her  death-bed. 
Mark  receives  Tristrem  as  his  nephew.  68.«-Tris- 
trem  having  received  die  congratulations  of  the  cour- 
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tiers,  becomes  lurgeat  to  learn  the  particulars  of  his 
fiither's  deatb.  %~Roband  relates  the  tragical  &te 
of  bodi  his  parents,  through  the  treachery  of  dnke 
Moigan.    70.<— Trisirem  annouoces  to  the  king  his 
intention  to  go  to  Ermonie,  to  avenge  his  fitdier's 
death.  71«  72. 73-^**^ark  dissuades  his  nephew  fixim 
so  dangerous  an  attempt,  but  at  length  gi^es  Ins  <xiii* 
BAatt  he  bestows  upon  Tristrem  the  honour  of 
knighthood,  and  a  chosen  band  of  a  thousand  men, 
with  whom  the  hero  sets  sail^  and  garrisons  the  castle 
of  RohaiuL    74u  75.-«-Sir  Tristrem,  tired  of  remain- 
ing inactive  in  the  fartrepsy  resolvefl  to  go  in  diagO&e 
to  the  court  of  duke  Morgan,  where  he  arrives  while 
they  are  at  tdble,  at  -the  head  of  fifteen  knights,  each 
of  whom 'Carries  a  boar's  head  as  a  presentr^S.— 
Rohand,  anxious  for  the  safety  of  his  foster-^aon,  fel- 
lows him,  at  the  head  of  the  Cornish  foroesy  and  his 
own  vassals.    77*  78. 79*-*-An  ambiguous  salutaM^ 
from  Sir  Tristrem  leads  Morgan  to  demand  his  name 
and  business.  Sir  Tristrem  declares  himself,  and,  at 
the  condusion  of  an  angry  parley,  the  duke  strikes 
him  with  his  fist     80.-^Tri8trem  draws  his  sword, 
and,  at  that  instant,  'Rohand  arrives  with  his  army. 
81. 82. 83«-»  An  engagement  ensues,  in  which  Mozgan 
is  slain,  and  his  followers  routed.    Sir  Tristrem  re- 
covers his  patemd  dominions,  which  he  confers 
upon  Rohand,  to  be  held  of  himself  as  li^ge  lord* 
84.— Our  hero  takes  leave  of  Sir  Rohand,  «nd  re- 
turns to  Cornwall* 
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Simiza  85i^— On  Tristrem's  anival  in  Comwall,£e  findf 
llie  knd  in  dismay^  «n  account  of  a  tribute  demand- 
ed fiom  Mark  by  the  Iduf^  of  England.  86.«— The 
natmce  of  the  tribute  is  exphuned,  being  the  yeariy 
payment  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  gold,  aa  many 
of  coined  silver,  and  as  many  of  tin,  and  every  fourth 
year,  of  thiee  hundred  children.  87.  88.  89.— Mo- 
lamntp  Mbe  Irish  ambaasador,  a  celebrated  knight  and 
champion,  is  engaged  in  demanding  the  tribute,  when 
Tristrem  arrives  from  Ermonie.  Mark  explains  to 
his  nephew  the  cause  of  his  distress,  and  protests  that 
the  demand  of  tribute  is  utterly  unjust.  Tristrem 
resdves  to  oppose  the  daim.  90.  91--'The  matter  is 
discussed  in  the  council  of  the  nation,  where  Tris- 
trem undertakes,  upon  his  knighthood,  to  defend 
the  freedom  of  Cornwall,  which  proposal  is  reluc- 
tantly assented  to  by  the  oounciL  92. — Tristrem 
delivers  in  person  to  Moraunt,  a  declaration  that  no 
tribute  was  due.  Moraunt  retorts,  by  giving  Tris- 
trem the  lie;  and  they  exchange  gages  of  battle. 
95. — They  sail  to  a  small  island,  to  decide  the  com- 
bat. Tristrem  turns  his  boat  adrift,  saying,  that  one 
would  be  sufficient  to  l»ing  back  the  victor. 

Slamoi  94w  95. 96«— The  encounter  of  the  champions  is 
described.  Moraunt's  horse  is  slain.  97.  98. — Tris- 
trem alights,  and  the  battle  is  renewed  on  foot— 
Tristrem  is  desperately  wounded  in  the  thigh.  99. 
^-Tristrem  cleaves  Moraut's  skull,  and,  his  sword 
breaking,  a  piece  of  the  blade  remains  in  the  wound. 
100.— Tristrem  exults  in  having  slain  the  mirrour  of 
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Ixehrnd.  Hie  attyndimti  of  Movannk  ffmove  Ut 
\fodj,  and  IVifltran  retuiu  to  ComwalL  10t<^-«i 
Tristrem  pmentB  his  sword  st  Ae  altar.  He  k  ap- 
pointed hear  of  Cornwall^  and  soteoessorof  his  imdai 
102.— Tristvem's  wound,  heraig^been  iafided  by 
envenomed  weapon^  becomes  worse  and  worse.  AH 
attempts  to  cure  it  are  nnavailing^  and  the  stcndi  of 
the  gangrene  driyes  eveiy  one  from  his  psarsoiv  ck* 
cept  his  fidthAil  servant,  Gouvemayl.  «- 
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I, 

I  WAS  at  [Erceldoune :] 

With  Tomas  epak  Y  ihare; 
Ther  herd  Y  rede  in  roune. 

Who  Tristrem  gat  and  bare. 
Who  was  king  with  croun ; 

And  who  him  forsterd  y are  ; 
And  who  was  bold  baroun. 

As  thair  elders  ware, 
Bi  yere  :-^ 

Tomas  tells  in  town, 
This  auentours  as  thai  ware. 
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11. 

This  semly  somers  day 

In  winter  it  !b  nought  sen ; 
This  graves*  wexen  al  gray, 

That  in  her  time  were  gren^ : 
So  dos  this  world  Y  say, 

Y  wis  and  nought  at  wene ; 
The  gode  bene  al  oway, 

That  our  elders  have  bene 
To  abide :— 

Of  a  knight  is  that  Y  mene ; 

His  name  is  sprong  wel  wide. 

III. 

Wald  Morgan  thole  no  wrong, 

Thei  Morgan  lord  wes ; 
He  brak  his  castels  strong, 

His  bold  borwes  he  ches : 
His  men  he  slough  among. 

And  reped  him  mani  a  res ; 
The  wer  lasted  so  long. 

Til  Morgan  asked  pes 
Thurch  pine ; 

For  sothe,  withouten  les. 
His  liif  he  wende  to  tine. 

♦  Either  greues  or  grenes;  perhaps  a  mistake  for  grmes. 
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IV. 
Thus  the  batajl  it  bigan, 

Witeth  wele  it  was  so, 
Bitvene  the  Douk  Morgan, 

And  Rouland  that  was  thro ; 
That  never  thai  no  Ian, 

The  pouer  to  wirche  wo : 
Thai  spilden  mani  a  man, 

Bitven  hem  selven  to, 
In  prise ; 

That  on  was  Douk  Morgan, 
That  other  Rouland  Rise. 

V. 
The  knightes  that  were  wise 

A  forward  fiist  thai  bond. 
That  ich  a  man  schul  joien  his. 

And  seuen  yer  to  stond : 
The  Douke  and.  Rouland  Riis, 

Therto  thai  bed  her  hond. 
To  heighe  and  holden  priis. 

And  foi^  till  Inglond, 
Ta  lende : 

Markes  Ipng  thai  fond. 
With  knightes  mani  and  hende 


14  SIB  TBISTBBSf. 

VI. 

To  Marke  the  kiiig  thai  weot. 

With  knightes  proud  in  pres  $ 
And  teld  him  to  th'ende. 

His  auentours  as  it  ires : 
He  preyd  hem  as  his  frende, 

To  dueUe  with  him  in  pes : 
The  knightes  thai  were  hende. 

And  dede  with  outen  les, 
Inlede: 

A  tumament  they  ches^ 
With  knightes  stithe  on  8tede« 

VII. 

Glad  a  man  was  he 

The  tumament  did  crie. 
That  maidens  might  him  se. 

And  oner  the  walls  to  lye : 
Thai  asked  who  was  fre. 

To  win  the  maistrie ; 
Thai  said  that  best  was  he^ 

The  child  of  Ermouie, 
In  tour: 

Forthi  chosen  was  he^ 
To  maiden  Blaunche  Flour. 
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VIII. 
The  maiden  of  heighe  kinne 

She  cakl  her  mabtere  thre ; 
'<  Bot  yive  it  be  thurch  g^mie^ 

A  selly  manishe; 
Thurch  min  hert  with  inne, 

Y  wounded  hath  he  me» 
Sosone: 

Of  bale  bot  he  me  hlimie, 
Mine  hif  days  ben  al  done.^— 


IX. 

He  was  gode  and  hende,   ' 

Stal worth,  wise  and  wight; 
Into  this  londes  end^ 

^  Y-:mt  non  better  knight ; 
{  Trew^non  to  frende, 

And  Rouland  Rns  he  hight 
To  batayl  gan  he  wende, 

Was  wounded  in  that  fight, 
FuUfeUe: 

Bkunche  Flour  the  bright. 
The  tale  than  herd  she  telle. 


\; 


J 


5  0|) 


16  SIR  TBISTREM. 

X. 

Sche  seyd  wayleway. 

When  h je  herd  it  was  so ; 
To  her  maistresse  sche  gah  say. 

That  hye  was  bbun  to  go. 
To  the  knight  ther  he  lay, 

Sche  swoiined  and  hir  was  wc  ; 
So  comfort  he  that  may, 

A  knave  •diild  got  thai  tvo. 
So  dere ; 

And  seththen  men  cleped  him  so, 
'^vTristrem  the  trewe  fere.  ;  ..      ,    ^   . 

XI. 

The  trewes  that  thai  hadde  tan. 

And  stabled  in  her  thou|[ht. 
Than  brak  the  Douk  Morgan, 

He  no  wald  held  it  nought  :-t^ 
Aohand  trei^  so  stan, 

A  letter  he  ther  wrought. 
And  send  to  Rouland  onan. 

As  man  of  socour  sought, 
Inkare; 

To  helpe  what  he  mought, 
Or  lessen  al  that  ther  ware. 

8 


»r 


0^ 
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Rouland  Riis  in  taie, 
Tok  leue  at  Markes  king  :«»* 


XIII. 


'^  Or  thou  wilt  wende  with  me, 

Mi  duelling  ia  hir  ille  ;^— - 
— '^  Bihold  and  tow  may  ee^ 

Mi  rede  is  taken  ther  tille : 
That  fare  Y  wiUe  with  the^ 
And  finde 

Thai  fair  iblk  and  thi  fi«, 
O  londe  ther  is  thi  kinde.^*— 

*  Nine  lim  of  tbe  twelfth,  and  two  lines  of  the  thiiteentfa  stincas, 
•le  cot  out  of  die  MS. 

B 


IS  SOL  TEISTSIM. 

XIV. 

Tliai  busked,  and  maked  btim  boun, 

Nas  ther  no  leng  abode ; 
Thai  lefted  goinfainoun. 

And  out  of  haven  thai.rade.    - 
Till  thai  com  til  a  toun,  ^ 

A  caatel  Rdiant  had  made ; 
Her  sailes  thai  leten  doun. 

And  knight  ouer  bord  thai  strode, 
Al  diadde: 

The  knightes  that  wer  fade, 
Thai  ded  as  Bohant  bade. 

XV. 

Bcdumt  right  he  rodde. 

This  maiden  schal  ben  oure, 
Bouland  Biis  to  wede, 

At  wdd  in  castel  tour, 
To  bring  hir  to  Us.bedde, 

That  brightest  is  iqr  hour : 
Nas  never  non  fidrer  f edde^ 

Than  maiden  Blmindie»Elour, 
.     AlbUtbe: 

After  that  michel  anour, 
Parting  com  ther  swithe. 


FYTTE  FIRST.  19 

XVI. 
In  hird  mis  nought  to  hele, 

That  Mofgan  telles  in  toun ; 
Mekeliche  he  g^n  mele. 

Among  biff  nm  to  loun : 
He  bad  lyb  k;niglile9  lele» 

Come  to  iMSBomQun^ 
With  bars  and  wqpent»ft}e^ 
And  rered  goinfiijFnouny 
That  bold : 

He  rode  so  lung  with  eroun^ 
To  win  all  that  he  wold 

XVII. 

Of  folk  the  field  was  biade^ 

Ther  M<»rgan  men  gan  bide; 
Tho  Rouland  to  hem  rade^ 

Oyain  him.  gun  thai  rid^; 
Swiche  meting  nas  aeyer  made^  . 

With  Arwe,  oil  ich  aside; 
Ther  of  .waa  Boulaad  glade^ 

Ful  fisuit  he  feld  her  pride^ 
:  With  paine : 

Morgan  seaped  that  tide 
That  he  nas  nought  slain. 
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XVIII. 
Morganes  folk  came  newe 

Of  Rbuiand  Riis  the  gode; 
On  helmes  gun  thai  hewe, 

Thurch  brinies  brak  the  blood ; 
Sone  to  deth  ther  dreWe, 

Mani  a  frely  fode ; 
Of  Rouland  was  to  ^ewe, 

To  grounde  when  he  yode, 
ThatbiidcL: 

His  sone  him  after  stode, 
And  dere  his  delK  he  sold. 

XIX 

Rewthe  mow  ye  here, 

Of  Rouland  R£s  the  knight; 
Thre  hundred  he  slough  there, 

With  his  swerd  bright; 
Of  al  tho  that  ther  were, 
Might  libiie JuQi-&lle*in  fight, 
^r>y^,  y''  Buton  withi^resounihere, 

^   \   '       .y  Thurch  the^beaThim  pight, 

-     With  gile  1 
To  deth  he  him  dight, 
Alias  that  ifih  while: 


*  <r    ^ 
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Hk  horse  ofield  him  bare, 

AUe  ded  hcnn  in  his  way ; 
Gret  wonder  hadde  he  thought  thare. 

That  folk  of  ferly  play ; 
The  tiding  com  with  care. 

To  Blanche  Flour  that  may ; 
For  hir  me  reweth  sare ; 

On  child  bed  ther  sche  laye, 
Was  bom 

Of  hir  Tristrem,  that  day,    ♦ 
Ac  hye  no  bade  nought  that  mom. 


^.^rv  XXI.    . 

A  ^ng  or  rich  hewe. 

Than  hadde  that  leuedi  fre ; 
Sdie  toke  it\]^uhant  trewe^ 

Hir  sone  sche  bad  it  be ; 
— **  Mi  brother  wele  it  knewe, 

Mi  fader  yaf  it  me ; 
King  Markes  may  rewe. 

The  ring  than  he  it  se. 
And  moun ; 

As  Rouland  loved  the. 
Thou  kepe  it  to  his  sone.*"-— 


.  >'-^ 
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The  folk  stode  un  fain, 

Bifor  that  kuedi  fre : 
— **'  Boulimdmi  kxrd  is  daiii, 

He  speketb  no  more  with  me  T- 
That  leuecfi,  nought  to  Iain, 

For  sothe^ded  is  sche ; 
Who  may  be  ogain^ 

As  god  wil  it  schal  be 
UnbUthe ; 

Sorwe  it  was  to  se, 
That  leuedi  swelted  swithe. 

XXIII. 

Geten  and  bom  was  so    ' 

The  child,  was  fair  and  white; 
Nas  neuer  Recant  so  wo ; 

He  nist  it  whom  to  witb ; 
To  child  bed  ded  he  go^ 

His  owheii  wiif  al  so  tite ; 
And  seyd  he  hadde  cMkkroi  to, 

On  hem  was  his  deiit^ 
Bicrist 

In  court  men  deped  him  so 
Tho  tram  bifbr  the  trist. 
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XXIV. 

Douk  Mcngan  /was  biHhe,    ' 

Tho  Boukilid  Biis  was  dotm ; 
He  sent  his  sond  swithe. 

And  bad  aQ  schuld  be  boun. 
And  takis  lores  lithey 

Bedi  to  his  somoun ; 
Durst  non  ayam  kim  Idthe, 

Bol  yaU  hnn  tour  and  loan, 
Sosone; 

No  was  DO  king  with  croun, 
So  richelidie  hadde  y  done. 


Who  gaf  faroche  and  beig^  ? 

Who  bot  Douk  H0rgiuiF~ 
Cniwel  was  and  ha^e, 

Oyaines  him  stode  no  man : 
To  oonsol  he  calleth  neighe, 

Rohant  trewe  so  stan ; 
And  euer  he  dede  as  the  sleighe, 

And' held  his  hert  in  an^ 
That  wise : 

It  brast  thurch  blod  and  ban, 
Tif  hope  no  ware  to  rise. 
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XXVL 

Now  hatli.  Bohant  in  ore 

Tristrem,  and  is  ful  blithe ;  ' 
The  child  he  set  to  lore,  | 

And  lemd  him  al  ao  swithe ; 
In  bok  while  he  was  thore, 

He  stodieth  euer  that  stitfae : 
Tho  that  bi  him  wore. 

Of  him  weren  ful  blithe. 
That  bold: 

His  ccaftes  gan  he  kithe, 
Oyaines  hem  when  he  wcdd. 

XXVII. 
Fiflene  yere  he  gan  him  fede. 

Sir  Rohant  the  trewe ; 
He  taught  him  ich  ale^^:..,^^ 

Of  Boh  maner  of/glewe  ;J     ' 
And  everich  playing  iji^e. 

Old  lawes  and  newe ; 
On  hunting  oik  he  yede, 

To  swiche  alawe  hedrewe, 
Al  thus ; ' 

More  he  couthe  of  veneri. 
Than  couthe  Manerious. 
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XXVIII. 
Ther  com  a  sdiip  of  Norway, 

To  Sir  Rohantes  hold, 
With  haukes  white  and  grey,' 

And  panes  fiur  y  fpld : 
Tristrem  herd  it  aay, 

On  his  playing  he  wold 
Tventie  schilling  to  lay. 

Sir  Bcdyant  him  told. 
And  taught: 

For  hauke  silver  he  yold ; 
The  fiiirest'men  him  raught. 


A  cheker  he  fond  bi  a  cheire, 

He  asked  who  wold  play ; 
The  mariner  ^spacbonair, 

— «  Child,  what  wiltow  lay  ?*— 
*^  Oyain  an  hauke  of  noble  air, 

Tventi  schillinges  to  say ; 
Whether  so  mates  other  fair,  * 

Bere  hem  bothe  oway.*"— 
With  wille. 

The  mariner  swore  his  faye. 
For  sothe  ich  held  ther  tille. 
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Now  botbe  her  wedde  1  J8, 

And  {day  thai  bi  giime ; 
And  sett  he  hath  the  kmg  aase. 

And  endred  beth  ther  inne : 
The  pky  biginnsth  to  arifie, 

Tristrem  deleth  atvinne ; 
He  dede  als  so  the  wiise^ 

He  y  af  has  he  gan  whine 
In  raf; 

Of  piaye  ar  he  wald  blinne, 
Sex  haukes  h^  yat  and  yaf. 

xxxi. 

Bohant  tok^  leue  to  ga, 

His  sones  he  clep^  oway ; 
The  feirest  hauke  he  gan  ta. 

That  Tristrem  wan  that  day. 
With  him  he  left  ma 

Pans  for  to  play ; 
The  mariner  swore  also, 

That  pans  Wold  he  lay, 
An  stounde : 

Tristrem  wan  that  day, 
Of  him  an  hundred  pounde. 
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«. 


Trutrem  wn  that  tber  xMt  layd : 

A  traMmn  ther  ww  nmie. 
No  kiiger  than  tha  maister  8eyd> 

Of  gate  Has  ther  no  badei; 
Afl  thai  beat  aat  tuid  pkjd. 

Out  of  haven  thai  rade ; 
Upon  the  se  ao  gray 

Fi'am  the  fanmea  faiadffj.     ^ 
Gunflete; 

Of  lod  thai  wore  wdi  glade. 
And  TristrelBfte  sore  wept. 

xxxiir. 

His  maiiter  than  thai  fiuidy 

A  hot  and  an  are; 

Hye  8^den,  '<  Yond  is  the  land. 

And  hoe  sdialtov  to  bare, 
Chese  on  either  hand^ 

Whether  the  lever  ware^ 
Sink  or  stille  atand; 

The  ^hild  achal  with  ous  fione 
Qnflodr— 

Tristrem  wepe  f ul  sare ; 
Thai  lou|^  and  thought  it  gode* ' 
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Nighen  woukes  and  nuure. 

The  tBaxini&rB  flet  on  flod. 
Til  anker  hem  brast  and  are. 

And  stormes  him  bistode ; 
Her  aonren,  and  her  caie. 

Thai  witt  that  frely  fode ; 
Thai  nisten  hou  to  fare. 

The  waves  were  so  wode, 
With  winde ; 

Olond  thai  wold  he  gede, 
Yif  thai  wist  ani  to  finde. 

XXXV. 

A  lond  thai  neighed  n^i^e, 

A  forest  as  it  ware, 
With  hiOes  that  were  heigbe^ 

And  holtes  that  weren  hare : 
Olcmd  thai  sett  that  sleighe, 
With  all  his  wining  yare. 
With  broche  and  rich  beighe ; 
A  lof  of  brede  yet  maie, 

Thatmilde; 
Weder  thai  hadde  to  fare, 
A  lond  thai  left  that  childe. 
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XXXVL 

Winde  thai  hadde  as  tfaiu  wolde, 

A  lond  bilaft  he ; 
His  hert  Ingan  to  cold^ 

Tho  he  no  might  hem  nought  se : 
To  Crist  his  bodi  he  yald, 

That  don  was  on  the  tre;*- 
i-i*^'  Lord,  mi  liif,  mi  hi  hold. 

In  world  thou  wisse  me. 
At  wille; 

Astbw  art  lord  so  fre, 
Thou  let  me  never  spiUe.^-— * 

XXXVII. 
Tho  Tomas  asked  ay  ^ 

Of  Tristreme  trewe  fere. 
To  wite  the  right  way. 

The  s^es  for  to  lere ; 
Of  a  prince  proud  in  play, 

Listneth  lordinges  dere ; 
Who  so  better  can  say. 

His  owhen  he  may  here. 
As  hende. 

Of  thing  that  is  him  doe, 
Ich  man  preise  at  ende. 
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XXXVIII. 

In  o  robe  Tristjrem  was  boiix^ 

That  he  firam  sdiip  hadde  brought; 
Was  of  a  blihand  faroun. 

The  richest  thait  was  wtou^t ; 
As  Tomas  telleth  in  UmsHi 

He  no  wist  what  he  mongfat^ 
Bot  semly  set  him  doun,     . . 

And  ete  ay  43  him  gode  thought, 
Fulsone: 

The  forest  fartfa  he  sought^' 
When  he  so  hadde  done. 


He  toke  his  lode  unlight ; 

His  penis  with  him  he  bare ; 
The  hilles  were  on  hight. 

He  domb  tho  hokes  hare ; 
Of  o  gate  he  hadde  sight, 

That  he  fond  full  yare : 
The  path  he  toke  ful  right; 

To  pafaners  mett  he  Hbsate, 
On  hand; 

He  asked  hem  whenneir  thai  were ; 
Thai  seyd  of  Ynghmd. 
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XL. 
For  drede  thai  wald  him  ab^ 

He  temed  him  to  the  king; 
He  bede  hem  pena  mo, 

Aither  ten  sdiilliiig,    r  . 
Tif  thai  wald  with,  him  go,       .  . 

And  to  the  oomrt.h]m  bring ; 

This  thai  sworen  tho, 
Bi  the  lord  over  al  thii^, 
Ful  aone.; 

Ful  wel  bi  set  hia  thing. 
That  rathe  hath  hi&  bone. 


The  forest  was  £ur  and  wide, 

With  wild  bestes  y  sprad ; 
The  court  was  ner  beside, 

The  pahners  diider  him  lad 
Tiistrem  hunters  seighe  ride, 

Les  of  houndes  thai  Jedde ; 
Thai  token  in  that  tide, 

Of  fiitte.hertes  y  fedde, 
In&ld: 

Inblehapd.was  he  dedde; 
s  hunten  him  beheld. 
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XLII. 
Bestes  lihai  brae  and  bare; 

In  quarters  thai  hem  wion^t ; 
Martirs  as  it  ware. 

That  husbond  men  had  bought ; 
Tristrem  tho  spac  there, 

And  sejd  wonder  him  thought ; 
Ne  seize  y  neuer  are, 
'  So  wUde  best  y  wrought. 

At  wille. 
Other  he  seyd  Y  can  nought. 
Or  folily  ye  hem  spille. 

XLIII. 
Up  stode  a  seriant  bold, 

And  spac  Tristrem  oyain, 
— ^^  We  and  our  elders  old^ 

■ 

Thus  than  have  we  sain ; 
Others  thou  hast  ous  told ; 

Yond  lith  a  best  unflain ; 
Atire  it  as  thou  wdd, 

And  we  wil  ae  ful  fain, 
InfeM; 

In  lede  is  nou^t  to  lain;^«»- 

The  hunters  him  beheld. 

8 


I  Tristram  mim^  tlw  bm^ 

Th^  ^(npft  8«t  Yi^  tip  pi9fK ; 
Thq  himinaw  ewtbfl  <m  ^. 

Heritt,aiid0Hlti;KT^|,i  \ 
BoldfiAftOlfiriMfft, 
Corf  iif  oCtbMkllidri 

» 

T^  lMMi%  hot  gPNitM  thai  tide, 

The  ifHttdft  WM  tii0  to^  IWillli 

Tfae.orber  d^t  )^  jw^i 
To  Oe  itififlt  ke  jred^,, 

AMii  even  a^  hfitt  4<)tw^ 
He  righl  al  tiie  rode ; 

l%e  vovbe  omtj  bfi  bim  I 
The  nouUes  he  y$£  to  nMks ; 

Thefts  ngiiea  that  thai  mie, 

The  xigge  he  oraiaed  ouw ; 
The  cUoe  he  fluot  atro. 
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XLVI. 

< 

1   The  fonter  for  his  rightes. 

The  left  adiulder  yaf  he; 
With  hert,  liuer,  and  li^tes. 

And  blod  tiUe  his  guux^f 
Houndes  on  hyde  he  digfates ; 

AUe  he  lete  hem  se ; 
The  rauen  heyaye  his  yifteSf 

Sat  on  the  fburched  tre, 
Onrowe: 

-— *^  Hunters  whaie  be  ye^ 
The  tokening  schuld  ye  Uowe.**- 


XLVII. 
He  ti^t  the  mawe  on  tinde. 

And  eke  the  gargiloun : 
Thai  blewen  the  right  kinde. 

And  radde  the  right  roan; 
Thai  wist  the  king  to  finde^ 

And  senten  forth  to  tpun ; 
And  teld  Wtn  under  linde^ 

The  best  hou  it  was  bou% 
And  brought: 

Mark  the  king  with  croun^ 
Seyd  that  fdr  him  tfaou^t 


««.* 


FYTT?  FIRST.  sb 

XLVIII. 
The  tokenmg  when  thai  blewe, 

Ther  wdadred  mani  a  man ; 
The  oOBtom  thai  noi^ht  newe ;  ; 

For  thi  fro  bord  thai  ran ; 
No  wist  thai  nought  hou  newe ; 

Thai  hadde  huntera  than : 
It  is  a  maner  of  glewe. 

To  teche  h&a  that  no  can, 
Swiche  thing : 

AUe  Uithe  weren  thai  than, 
That  yede  bifor  the  king. 


The  king  seyd-*-''  Wher  were  thou  bom, 

What  hattou  belamy e  P^— 
Tristrem  spac  Infom, 

•— **  Sir,  in  Hermonie : 
Mi  fader  me  hath  forlorn. 

Sir  Bohant  nkerly, 
The  best  blower  of  horn, 

And  king  of  veneiy. 

For  thought  :'•— 

The  busse  yaf  Mark  for  thi. 
For  Bohant  he  no  knewe  nought.    1 
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The  kiig  no  sejrd  no  inovb^ 

But  wcBche  tud  ]rede  to  m^ ; 
Bred  thai  {Nod  and  Bdiate, 

Ynough  that  ludde  at  tstii; 
Wlwdier  httdb  Icmr  inte^ 

WiBdiraletogete; 
Aske  and  lu^^  it  yare^ 

In  eoupetf  ct  homes  gM/e^ 
Was  brought ; 

Ther  while  thai  wold  iUitete, 
And  risen  #hai  hem  gode  duMlght. 

LI. 

An  barpoUf  made  a  lay> 

That  Tmtetn  aresdund  te ; 
The  harpour  jede  owaj^ 

— <<  Who  better  dem  kt  ««,''— 
— <<  Bot  T  the  mendi  vufy^ 
"    Wrong  than  Wite  Y  the.'^-- 
The  harpour  gan  to  rii^ 

-*<<  The  oaaistri  yiTe  T  ike^ 
Fill  sktt  :"*— 

Bifor  the  fcitiges  kne^ 
Tiistrera  is  eald  to  set 
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LIL 

BBthe  were«  tlim  alk^ 

And  m^kes  gun  tfuumirmt; 
Token  leve  in  the  ludle, 

Who  Blight  the  diilde  mmw; 
Mark  gan  Tristrem  eaUe, 

Wa0  OQ^nen  of  richa  kinne ; 
He  gaf  him  robe  of  palle. 

And  pane  of  vidie  skiane, 
Fuldcet: 

Hii^  cfaaumber  he  hth  iiMie* 
And  haipedi  natea  itrete. 

LIII. 

» 

Now  TristBoii  lat  w»  thjire) 

With  Marike  he  is  fill  dare : 
Rphaai  revsth  aaue^ 

^I%«t  he  IM»  mig^t  of  him  hene ; 
Over  Ipndes  he  gan  fioe. 

With  iKHHtce  aad  reiipefid  diece ; 
Seven  kingriche  and  mue^ 

Triatrem  to  finde  there, 
Aad  sought : 

Hit  irahes  riyen  were. 
Therefor^  no  leved  he  nought 
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LIV- 
Nought  no  seemed  it  so 

Hohant  that  noble  knight ; 
He  no  wist  whider  to  go. 

So  was  he  brought  o' might. 
To  swinke  men  wold  him  to. 

For  mete  and  robes  right; 
With  other  werkmen  mo. 

He  bileft  al  night. 
Inland; 

Of  the  palmers  he  hadde  a  aght. 
That  Tristx«m  first  fand. 

LV. 
His  asking  is  ever  newe 

In  travail  and  in  pes ; 
The  palmer  sejd  he  him  knewe. 

And  wiste  wele  what  he  wes ; 
^^"  His  robe  is  of  an  hewe, 

Blihand  with  outen  les ; 
His  name  is  Tnstr^  t£B^^ 

Bifor  him  scheres  the  mes, 
The  king; 

Y  brought  him  ther  he  ches. 
He  gave  me  ten  schilling.^-* 
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LVI. 
•— <<  So  michel  will  Y  yvre  thee»^ 

Quath  Bohanty  **  will  ye  ta, 
The  court  ye  lat  me  se  ;^— * 

The  palmera  aeyd  ya ; 
Blithe  ther  of  was  bf» 

And  redily  yaf  him  sa, 
Of  wel  gode  mon^ 

Ten  schillinges  and  ma, 
Ofgayn: 

Bdiant  was  f ul  thra, 
Of  Tristrem  finr  to 


LVII, 
In  Tristrem  is  his  delit, 

And  of  him  speketh  he  ay^ 
The  porter  gan  him  wite. 

And  seyd,  ^^  Cherl^  go  oway. 
Other  Y  schal  the  smite. 

What  dostow  here  al  day  ?^-*- 
A  ring  he  raught  him  tite. 

The  porter  seyd  nought  nay, 
In  hand : 

He  was  fid  wis  Y  say, 
That  first  yave  yift  in  land. 
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LTIII. 

.And  lit  xhe  gate'Tti  iMie  * 
The  ring  ira^  Mrix>  se, 

The  yift  *W£te  ^irel  ftwete^ 
The  huBcher))adMm4^, 

~"  Chetl,  away  yfA  •  Atet, 
Or  broken  thme  %eued  iKihftl 'be. 

And  diou  H^d  ttofler  Tifty 
To  gwuttfle."— 

Rohant  bud  him  kite, 
And  help  hhn^att  that  itotmde, 

LIX. 
The  pouerinikn  ttftnoM, 

Tdc'&rth  ficnotheriing, 
The  hus6ber  he  ^af 'file  gdld. 

It  semed  to  a  Ung : 
Formest  fho  in  fifld, 

ISe  lete  hhn  m  thring; 
To  Tridtar^mtrewB^dhl, 

He  ^hete  >he  wdld  libn  bting, 
^  And'broi^ht; 

(      Tristrem  Ime we  liimitD  thing,  j 
And  ferly  Hbhaiit  flioilgfat. 


^ 
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Thd  men  TnBtrem  had  swtxrn. 

He  DO  trowed  it  never  in  lede) 
That 'Bbhant  rdbes  irere  torn, 

Hat  he  -wered  sinche  a  wede : 
He  fraiiKed  Tom  hnbrn, 

*  "^  C^nid,  '90  xjKn  Qie  red^ 
Hoir  were  iboti  fium  ILofaant  lorn  f 

MoneEftow  sever  in  Ijede, 
Nongbtlain?-- 

He  jcne!)^  ixtter  vpede, 
And  idst  Hdbanft  *fi!in  ftin. 

LKI. 
«-^'Fader,  «io  wretflie  ihe  Tioaght» 

Fid  welcome -cr  ye  ; 
Bi  Grod  ihat  tnan  halSi  bon j^bt, 

NoiSung  no  'knewe  T  the^ 
With  florwe  fhoa  hast  me  isou^ty 

To  write  H  wo  is  rike;*'— 
To  Mark  the  ^veord  %e  brou^t, 

— **'"Wt11  ye  mi  fader  se, 
WiJfliiBight; 

^htdthea  Y  wil  he  be, 
Andteththen  sdiewe  him  as  kni^i''- 
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LXII. 

Tristrem  to  Mark  it  seyd, 

His  ETentours  as  it  were ; 
How  he  with  schipmen  plqrd, 

Of  Jond  hou  thai  him  bare; 
How  stonnes  hem  bistayd, 

Til  anker  hem  bmst  and  are ; 
i^<<  Thai  yolden  me  tha(  Y  kyd. 

With  al  mi  wixiing  theie, 
In  hand; 

Y  clamb^  the  holtes  hare. 
Til  Y  thine  hunters  fand""*^ 

LXIII. 
A  hath  thai  brought  |tol|ant  inne, 

A  harbour  was  redi  thaie ; 
Al  rowe  it  was  his  <^hifn^p^ 

His  heued  was  white  of  haie ; 
A  scarlet  with  riche  skinne, 

Ybrought  him  was  full  yare; 
Bohant  of  noble  kinne. 

That  robe  ful  fair  he  bare, 
That  bold: 

Who  that  had  seyn  him  thare, 
A  prince  him  might  han  told. 


FYTTE  FIRST.  43 

LXIV. 
Fair  his  tale  bigan, 

Bohant  thei  he  com  lat ; 
Trifltrem  that  honour  can. 

To  halle  led  him  the  gate; 
Jch  man  aeyd  than, 

Nas  non  swiche  as  thai  wate^ 
As  was  this  pouer  man, 

That  thai  bete  fram  the  gat. 
With  care; 
.    Nas  none  that  wald  him  hate, 
But  welcome  was  he  thare. 

LXV. 
Water  thai  asked  swithe, 

Cloth  and  bord  was  drain ; 
With  mete  and  drink  lithe. 

And  seriounoe  that  were  bajm, 
To  serve  Tristrem  swithe. 

And  Sir  Bohant  ful  fayn ; 
Whasche  when  thai  wald  rise, 

The  king  ros  him  oyain. 
That  tide: 

In  lede  is  nought  to  layii, 
He  set  him  bi  his  side. 

8 
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LKVI. 

Rohant  that  was  diaiie, 

To  Mark  liis  tale  faigan; 
«^^<  Wiat  yc  what  Triatrem  vafe, 

M  iebe  pjfie  ye  wold  ham  an ; 
Your  owhen  softer  him  lievc,'^^ 

(7%e  king  litiied  him  tlian;) 
— '^  Y  nain«bbe  him  na  aaare. 

Id  ^i^t  to  iben  his  man. 
Sir  king: 

Knowe  it  yive  je  can, 
Sche  taught  me  this  riag.^^p- 

LXVII.    - 
^<  When  Boidaad  Siia  the  boU, 

Dodke  Margan  gan  mete;'^xip* 
The  tak  when  Rohant  toU, 

For  sorwe  he  gam  givte ; 
The  king  beheld  that  lold, 

How  his  wonges  veire  noete: 
To  Mask  dbe  ling  he  yold. 

He  knewe  it  al  so  Afity 
£[ankke; 

He  kist  I'listrcpi  M  akale, 
And  for  his  nevou  toke. 
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LXVIII. 
Tho  thai  kifllto  bim  aUe^ 

Bothe  kUedi  and  knight 
Aad  seriaunoe  iii  the  halle^ 

And  inaidfini<  that  W«e  bii^t ; 
Tristrem  gan  Bt^hant  calle^ 

And  fidndd  him  irith  fligbt; 
— '<  Sit,  how  may  this  fatt^ 

How  may  Y  prove  it  xigh<^ 
Nought  lain? 

Tel  me  for  Godas  tnigfat. 
How  was  mi  fildfir  dait  ?^-^ 

LXIX. 
Rohant  told  «loli» 

His  arcMtoim  al  bidtaa ; 
Hou  iht  bitayfe  bigan^ 

The  wetfxea  hadden  y  btn; 
His  modor  Ikois  hye  was  la% 

And  geteii  hen  httene ; 
— <<  Slaire  wiaa  Boidsnd  iima, 

Aad  dad  BknndK  the  iriifcne, 
Nangbbles; 

Far  idbiibt  cf  Meigtti  hM^ 
Mi  soar  T  sayd  thoa  «ell^^ 


] 
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Tristrem  al  in  hdglie, 

Bifor  the  king  cam  he ; 
«— ^^  Into  £rmonie, 

Sir,  now  longeth  me ; 
Thider  fare  wil  Y, 

Mileue  Ytakeoftfae; 
To  fight  with  Morgan  in  hj, 

To  de  lum  other  he  me, 
With  hand: 

Erg  Bchal  no  man  me  ae, 
OyaiB  in  Ingland.^— • 

LXXI. 

Tho  was  Mark  fill  wo. 

He  sight  sore  at  that  tide ; 
— <<  Tristrem,  thi  rede  thou  ta, 

In  Inglond  for  to  abide ; 
Morgan  is  wick  to  do; 

Of  knightes  he  hath  gret  pride ; 
Tristrem  thei  thou  be  thix>, 

Lat  mo  men  with  the  ride, 
On  rowe : 

Take  Bohant  In  thi  side, 
He  will  tfame  firendes  knawe.^«- 
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LXXII. 
To  arms  the  king  lete  crie, 

The  folk  of  al  his  land; 
To  help  Trifltrem  for  thi. 

He  made  l^iight  With  his  hond ; 
He  dede  him  hw  on  heye, 

The  fairest  that  he  fand. 
In  place  to  riden  him  by. 

To  don  him  to  under  stand, 
So  Bwithe: 

Sorwe  so  Tristrem  band, 
Might  no  man  make  him  blithe. 

LXXIII. 
No  wold  he  dueUen  anight, 

Ther  of  nas  nought  to  say; 
Ten  hundred  that  were  wight, 

Wenten  with  him  oway ; 
Bohant  the  ridie  knight, 

Bedy  was  he  ay, 
To  his  castel  ful  right. 

He  sailed  the  seuen  day, 
Onrade: 

Hitf  maister  he  gan  pay, 
Hb  sones  kniichtes  he  made. 
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LXXIV. 

His  frende&glad  were  tfaiulg 

No  hlfufoe  ban  mi  xamifiav  tfai« 
Of  his  oooiiiig  t»  afQT} 

Al  in  to  Enname : 
Till  it  Witt  oa  ad«ifr» 

Moigun  WHS  fiitt  b J, 
Tristrem  bi  gw  to  asy, 

--^^  Wit^  M<»gW  speke  wil  Y, 
Andspede; 

So  Umg  idd  we  If 

Mumlf  nwii  do  mi  Dfid&^^wi 

LXXV. 
Tristrem  dede  as  be  bight* 

He  busked  and  made  him  yare ; 
His  fiAcnd  soiQ  of  hv^^ 

Wkb  him  yede  oe  meioe; 

To  court  thai  com  fiiU  KigM» 
As  Morgaa  his  farede 

Thai  teld  dm  bi  0gbt» 
Te&  litn*M^  jniMft  diai  v 

Unaoi^t; 
Heuedas  of  wikl  baiit» 

IchoB  to  pmMit  bnoiigl^ 
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liXXVI. 

Rohaat  big^a  V>  BK^t^ 

Ta  hk  koig^tcs  thaa  seyd  be; 
-*'<  As  wonunjia  tviU  f(«  bun. 

Yif  Trifl^irem  be  Dpw.f^jm, 

Yuel.y^«»«rwe5 
To  arm^  kmgl(t.ai^  awayn^ 

And  smSAy.nd^ye^ 
And.swilh^ ; 

Till  Y  Tri^tMiB  se^ 
No  wortb  Y  nearer  Mithe."" 

LXXVIL 
TristreBi  spek»bigaii»  ^ 

— «<  Sir  Kuiff>  G«4  loke  the, 
As  Y  tbe  Ififwe  and  ail. 

And  thoii  hMt  aenred  to  me.^ 
Tbe  D^uk0  antw^  than  ;^^ 

— •*. Y;  pP*y  m  lof4  so  fre. 
Whether  then  bk^  or  ban^ 
Thine  <>wh0Q'ni^  it  be^. 

Thou  bold: 
Tlu  ned^ icjUt^ihatt  fo^ 
Thine  croad  ^ha^  libx^,v/(cidJ^'^ 
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LXXVIII. 

— ^^  Amendes !  mi  fader  is  stain, 

Mine  hirritage  Hennonie  ;^—- 
The  Douk  answered  ogain, 

«— <*  Certes  thi  fader  than  slough  Y; 
Seththen  thou  so  hast  sayd, 

Amendes  ther  ought  to  ly. 
Therefore,  prout  swayn, 

So  schal  Y  the  for  thi ; 
Right  than, 

Artow  oomai  titly, 
Fram  Marke  thi  kinsman. 

LXXIX. 

^<  Yongling,  thou  schalt  abide, 
Foles  thou  wendest  to  fand ; 

Thi  fader  thi  moder  gan  hide. 
In  horedom  he  hir  band ; 

How  comestow  with  pride  ? 

>  

Out,  t^aitour,  of  mi  land  1^— « 
Tristrem  spac  that  tide, 
— ^<  Tliou  lext  ich  understand. 

And  wot  ;**— 
Morgan  with  his  hand. 
With  a  lof  Tristrem  smot 

9 
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LXXX. 

On  his  brest  adoun, 

'Of  his  nose  ran  the  blod ; 
Tristrem  swerd  was  boun, 

And  near  the  Douk  he  stode ;  f 


With  that,  was  comen  to  toun, 
Roliant,  with  help  ful  gode, 

And  gayn ; 
Al  that  oyain  him  stode, 

Wightly  were  thai  slayn. 

LXXXI. 

To  prisoun  thai  gun  tfike, 

Erl,  baroun,  and  knight. 
For  Douke  Morgan  sake, 

Mani  on  dyd  doun  right ; 
Schaftes  they  gun  schake, 

And  riven  scheldes  bright ; 
Crounes  thai  gun  crake, 

Mani,  ich  wene,  aplight, 
Saunfayl : 

Bituene  the  none,  and  the  night. 
Last  the  batayle. 

"f  T«o  Imci  ate  hoc  wanting,  as  it  evident  from  the  di 
die  atania,  tkioii|^  there  is  no  blank  in  the  MS. 


m 
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LXXXII. 
Thus  hath  Triatran  the  swetei 

Y-alawe  the  Dottke  Morgaa ; 
No  wold  he  kiever  lete^ 

Till  mo  castles  were  tan ;  / 
T0U116B  thai  yold  him  skete, 

And  cites  stithe  of  atan, 
The  folk  fel  to  his  fet ; 

Ayaines  him  stod  ther  nan^ 
In  land; 

He  sloagh  his  fader  Ban^ 
Al  bowed  to  his  hand. 

LXXXIII. 
Tyo  yere^  he  sett  that  land, 

Hb  lawes  made  he  cri ; 
Al  com  to  his  hand, 

Almain,  and  E^monie^ 
At  his  wil  to  staod^ 

Boun,  ahd  al  redy  ^ 
Rohant  he  yaf  the  wand, 

And  bad  him  sitt  him  bi^ 
Thatfre; 

~<<  Rohant  lord  mak  Y, 
To  held  this  lond  of  m&^-^ 
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<'  Thoii/and  ildne  wMies  ive» 

flchul  iield  this  knd  of  me^ 
Ther  while  thou  art  olive. 

Thine  ow}ien  adudit be ; 
What  halt  it  Iqoig  to  afrive, 

ihB.  k^e  Y  t^ke  at  te; 
Till  Inglond  wil  Y  riFe^ 

Markeiiiin.em.to  ae^  . 
That  atoiuule  C 

Now  boskes.Tmtirein  the  fre, 
To  Inglond  for  to  ifounde. 


Blithe  was  Ms  bosking, 

And'fiur  was  hia  sdup  fifiure ; 
Bohant  he  left  king. 

Over  all  his  wimng^tfaare : 
Schipmeii  him  gam  farii^. 

To  Iii^ond  fioU.yare, 
He  herde  a  nfewe  tiding, 

That  he  heard  never  are, 
Onh^ad;-  ' 

Mani  mtoi  irepesk  save, 
For  ransoun  to  Ydand. 
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Marke  schuld  yeld,  unhoM^ 

Thei  he  were  king  with  croui^ 
Thre  hundred  pounde  of  gold^ 

Ich  yer  out  of  toon. 
Of  silver  hir  y-fold. 

Three  hundred  pounde  al  boun^ 
Of  mond  of  a  mold, 

Thre  hundred  pounde  of  a  latoui^ 
Schuld  he ; 

The  ferth  yere,  a  ferly  roun ! 
Three  himdred  bamea  fre. 

LXXXVII. 
The  truage  was  com  to  to, 

Moraunt  the  noble  knight, 
Y-hold  he  was  so, 

An  eten  in  ich  a  fight, 
The  bames  asked  he  tho, 

Als  it  war  Ipndes  right ; 
Tristrem  gan  stoutely  go, 

To  lond,  that  ich  night, 
Of  rade; 

Of  the  schippe  thai  had  a  sight. 
The  dai  thai  dede  obade. 
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LXXXVIII. 
Marke  was  glad^  and  blithe, 

Tho  he  might  Tristr^n  se ; 
He  kist  him  fele  sithe, 

Welcom  to  him  was  he ; 
Marke  gan  tidinges  lithe, 

How  he  wan  londes  be ; 
Tristrem  seyd  that  nthe, 

— '<  Wat  may  this  gaderiog  be  ? 
Thai  grete  !''— 

— «  Trisbrem  Y  tell  it  the, 
A  thing  tha  is  me  unswete. 

LXXXIX. 

'<  The  king  of  Yrlond, 

Tiistrem,  icham  his  man. 
To  long  ichaye  ben  her  bond. 

With  wrong  the  king  it  wan ; 
To  long  it  hath  y&tond. 

On  him  the  wrong  bigan, 
Therto  ich  held  mine  hond.^-— 

Tristrem.seyd  than, 
Alstille, 

— -*^  Moraunt  that  michel  can, 
Schal  nought  han  his  wille.^ — 
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•■'""  xc   '* 

Marke  to  tdnseyl  j^ey 

And-flikWl^  1^  of  tldft  \ 
He  seyd,^^^  .With  wi^Mg  ^ede 

Thef  ttenbutf  ytii£eii  Is."^— 
Tristrem  8e^<!,-r.-Y  ir^flft, 

Thar  he  &e  baftieft  mU  ;^-* 
Tho  seyd'tiie  king  m  lede> 

-f-^  No  "vriift  it  iiererhisy ' 
"1?t1thri^tr— 

Tridtrem  fieyd,— •*  Y  wkf, 
Y  will  dtfefide  k  as  knigbt^ 

.••'     XGl/ 
By  al  Maiteshalci,   \  -  - 

The  truwa^  was  tan^' 
Tristrem  gan  it  withhalc^ 

As.priiice  i»oude  in  pan ; 
Thai  graunted  that  Tnstsrem  wa|d^ 

Other  no  durst  l9ier  nan, 
Nis  ther  non  so  bald, 

Y  made  c^'flesdle,  no  ban, 
NoknightV 

Now  hath  Tristrem  y-tan| 
Oyain  Moraimt  to  fight 


xcn. 

Tristrem  iHiate^T^e, 

*       \  •       *  *       f 

Montunt  word  td^  bring) 
And  «6hoTtiliishe  aey d  in  kde, 

— ^*  We  Booire  th^iiothing.* 
MdrMint  oyain  seydij 

-^  Them  text  a  ^onte  leeing. 
Mi  body  to  bftt&y t  Y  bede. 

To  {MTOY^  bif6r  llie  king, 
To  loke.''— 

•—He  waged  hiib  a  ring ; 
Tristrem  the  batayl  toke. 

XCliL 
Thai  seyldoi  into  the  wide, 

With  her  sdappes  tvo : 
Moraont  band  his  biside. 

And  Tristrem  lete  his  go. 
Moraimt  seyd  that  tide, 

-^^  Tristrem,  whi  dostow  so  P 
Our  on  schal  here  aUde, 
p    No  be  tiiou  never  so  thro, 
Y  wis.^— 
— **  Whether  our  to  Kve  go. 
We  have  anouj^  of  tfais.^--^ 
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XCIV. 

The  yland  waa  ful  brade, 

That  thai  gun  in  fight; 
Ther  of  was  Moraunt  gbde, 

Of  Txistran  he  lete  light ;   . 
Swiche  meting  nas^never  non  made. 

With  vorthli  wepen  wight,.. 
Aither  to  other  rade, 

And  hewe  on  hehnes  bright. 
With  hand; 

God  help  Tnstvem  theikftigbt ! 
He  fiu^tior  Iqghuid. 

XCV. 

Moraunt  with  his  might, 

Rode  with  gret  randoun, 
Oyain  Tristrem  the  knight^ 

And  thought  to  bere  him  doun ; 
With  a  launce  unlight. 

He  smote  him  in  the  lyoun ; 
And  Tristrem  that  was  wight, 

Bar  him  thurch  the  dragoun. 
In  the  scheld ; 

That  Moraunt  bold,  and  boun, 
Smot^  him  in  the  scheld. 
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XCVI, 

Up  he  stirt  bidene. 

And  lepe  opon  his  stede. 
He  fau^t  withouten  wene. 

So  wolf  that  wald  wede; 
Tristrem  in  that  tene, 

No  spord  him  for  no  drede. 
He  yaf  him  a  wounde  y-sene. 

That  his  bodi  gan  blede. 
Right  tho : 

In  Morauntes  most  nede. 
His  stede  hak  brak,  on  to. 

XCVII. 
Up  he  stirt  in  drede. 

And  seyd, — ^^^Tristrem,  alight. 
For  thou  hast  slayn  mi  stede, 

Afot  thou  sehalt  fight  ;""— 
Quath  Tristrem,— ^^  So  Grod  me  rede, 

Ther  to  Icham  al  Ught  :^— 
Togider  tho  thai  yede. 

And  hewen  on  hehnes  bright, 
Saun  fayl : 

Tristrem  as  a  knight^ 
Faught  in  that  batayl. 
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XCVIII. 
Moraunt  of  Yilond  smot 

Tristztem  in  the  scheld. 
That  half  fel  fimm  his  hood, 

TheF  adoun  in  the  feld ; 
Tristrem  ich  understond,    - 

Anon  the  stroke  him  ydd ; 
With  his  gode  brand 

Moraunt  nei^^  he  qudd. 
That  knight; 

Marke  the  faatayl  Inheld, 
And  wondered  of  that  fight. 

XGIX. 

Moraunt  was  vadkyn. 

And  faugfat  with  all  his  might. 
That  Tristrem  i^ere  y*slayn. 

He  stird  ^m  as  a  knight : 
Tristrem  smot  with  mayn. 

His  s#erd  brak  in  the  fight. 
And  in  Morauntes  brain, 

Bileved  a  pece  bright ; 
With  care: 

And  in  the  haunche  rj^ht, 
Tristrem  was  wounded  sate. 
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c. 

A  sword  that  ptoded  to  Jxride, 

Tristmn  did  ipic  he» 
-*-<' Folk  of  Yrliud  flid^ 

Your  miiour  ye  many  8^, 
Mo  that  hider  viU  ride^ 

Thus  gniythed  Mfaul  ye  be.^—- 
With  sorwe,  thai  diw^^  that  tide, 

MocauBt  to  the  le, 
Andouree 

With  joie.  Tmtmn  the  fre 
To  Marke  hia  «iiigaii  fare. 

CI. 

His  swerd  he  offired  than. 

And  to  the  auter  it  bare ; 
For  Markes  kinsman, 

Tmtrem  was  loved  thare. 
A  forward  thai  bigan, 

Ther  to  thai  alle  sware, 
For  that  lond  ire  he  wan, 

That  king  he  schuld  be  thare ; 
To  say, 

Yif  he  olive  were. 
After  Sir  Markes  day. 
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CII. 
Thei  Tristrem  light  thenke, 

He  is  wounded  ful  sare, 
Leches  with  salve  and  drink. 
Him  Cometh  wide  whare ; 
Thai  lorn  al  her  swink, 

His  pmnes  was  ay  the  maii. 
No  man  no  might  for  stink 
Com  ther  Tristrem  ware, 

Als  than: 
Ich  man  forsok  him  thave, 
Bot  Grouemayl  his  man. 
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SIR  TRISTREM, 
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ARGUMENT. 


SUmsuu  1. 2.  d^— Tristrem,  fortakenby  ereryone,  aiks 
from  King  Mark  a  sliip,  that  he  might  leave  the 
eoontry  of  Cornwall*  Mark  reluctantly  grants  his 
request,  and  he  embarks  with  GouTemayl,  his  sole 
attendant,  and  his  harp  as  his  only  solace.  4.  5.— 
Tristrem  sets  sail  from  Carlioun,  and  continues  nine 
weeks  at  sea:  the  wind  at  length  drives  him  to  the 
haven  of  Dublin,  in  Ireland.  To  the  sailors,  who 
come  in  ^gata.figm  the  harbour,  he  says  he  has  been 
wounded  by  pirat^  6.<^Tii8trem,  learning  that  he 
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was  in  Ireland^  and  recollecting  that  Moraunt,  whom 
he  IumI  Ajm,  yny  hrother  to  the  queen  rfthat  coon^ 
^'  4?T™  oflgtit^g^  fht^  paiTiP  of  Tram^ifc.  7.  8. — 
The  wounded  man's  skill  in  minstrelsy  is  reported  to 
the  queen^  a  lady  celebrated  for  her  skill  in  medicine. 
,  ,  9. 10.  11. — The  j^ieen  comes  to  visit  Tristrem,  who 
/    maintains,  his  assumed  name^  ImHItKe  character  of  a 


!  merchant,  plundered  and  rob^edjby jwMllH!.*-  His 
\  skSt  in  music^  aiidftt  chess^  and  tables^  ast^oisEes  the 
queen  and  the  byestanders^  who  swear  by  Saint  Pa- 
tricky  that  his  like  was  never  seen  in  Ireland.    Hie 
queen  undertakes  his  cure ;  and,  by  a  medicated  batfa^ 
^restores  to  him  tiie  usa  of  kis  limbs.     19.  i$.  14y-^^ 
Tristrem's  cure  advances  through  the  precious  reme- 
dies of  the  queen.   His  skill  in  music,  and  in  games, 
occasions  his  being  ftft^niMdy  called  to  court;  and 
he  becomes  the  instructor  of  the  princess  Ysonde, 
who  was  attached  to  the  studies  of  minstresly  and 
]  poetry*    He  instructs  her  in  those  arts,  as  well  as  in 
;   chess,  and  other  games,  till  she  has  no  equal  in  the 
ksnigdam,  exoqiting  her  pvseeptor,  the  inventor  of 
ihMe  el^ant  amuasnaents* 

Si0H9M  IB.  l6.  IT.'-^ir  Tristvem's  heakh  being  resto- 
nd,  and  tha  education  of  Yaonde  eompleted,  our  hero 
beconaes  dasiious  of  returning  to  Biitun.  The  queen 
nnwilfiagty  gfants  his  sequest,  with  some  reflecdona 
upoa  the  ingratitude  of  fweigBer^  He  is  loaded  with 
giAs^  and  sets  sail,  with  Gouvemayl,  for  Caxlioim, 
where  he  smvas  in  safe^,  to  the  joy  and  astomsh- 
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t  of  Ae  Cemiflii.  1 8. 19.  M.— Mark  receives  his 
Bcpbew  jojfbfl^r^  and  inquires  bow  his  wound  had 
been  cured.  Tristxem  infiinns  the  kingof  the  kind- 
of  the  sister  of  Moramit^  and  is  lavish  in  encomi- 
iipoD  Ae  beau^  and  accomplishments  of  Ysonde* 
^be  Ismg,  struck  by  this  panegyric,  o£fers  to  make 
TVistrem  Ins  heir^  ifhe  will  bring  Ysonde  to  Cornwall, 
f  1.  M.  1E5.— The  barons,  jealous  of  Tristrem's  power, 
persuade  the  king  that  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for 
bis  nephew  to  procure  Ysonde  ioft  the  royal  bride» 
Trfstrem  points  ^ut  the  foily  of  such  an  enterprise  ; 
but  adds,  that  he  would  undertake  it»  as  he  knew  the 
nobility  ascribed  Ae  opinion,  which  he  had  delivered, 
to  the  seUsh  view  of  keeping  Ae  king  unmarried. 
He  demands  an  attendance  of  fifteen  knights.  24.85. 
S&-^Trisferem  sails  to  Dublin,  wiA  a  select  body  of 
kmghts,  in  a  vessel  richly  laden.  WiAout  announ« 
dng  their  errand,  Aey  send  rich  presents  to  Ae  king, 
the  queen,  and  Ae  princess.  The  messengers  return, 
lull  of  Ae  praises  of  Ysoode's  beauty,  and  relate  that 
the  people  of  Dublin  were  in  great  alarm. 

SkmMos  f  7*  2S.  t9^— The  cause  of  Ae  terror  of  Ae  Irish 
is  explained,  being  Ae  approach  of  a  monstrous  dra- 
gon, whidi  had  done  so  much  damage,  that  prodama* 
tion  had  been  made,  offering  Ae  hand  of  Ae  princess 
to  him  who  Aould  day  Ae  monster.  Tristrem  pro- 
poses Ae  adventure  to  his  knights,  who  dedine  to  un« 
dertake  it.  He  goes  on  Aore  himself,  well  mounted 
and  armed,  and  comes  in  sight  of  Ae  fiery  dragon. 


ff 
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30. 31. 32.  S3.— Tristrem  breaks  his  spear  on  the  im« 
penetrable  hide  of  the  monsteiPy  loses  his  horsey  and^ 
after  praying  to  God,  renews  the  battle  on  foot.  He 
smites  off  the  dragon's  jaw:  the  enraged  anknal 
"  throws  fire"  in  such  abundance  as  to  consume  all 
the  knight's  armour,  but  is  at  length  slain.  The  vic« 
tor  cuts  out  the  dragon's  tongue.  34. 35.^-Having 
put  the  tongue  of  the  animal  into  ^  bish(»^' 
trem  attempts  to  return ;  but  is  deprived 
\  ^  'hy  the'siibtle  operation  of  the  poison.  Meanwhile, 
the  king  s  steward,  chancing  to  pass  by,  cuts  off  the 
dragon's  head,  and,  carrying  it  to  court,  assumes  the 
merit  of  the  victory,  and  demands  the  hand  of  the 
princess.  Ysonde  and  her  mother,  not  giving  credit 
to  the  steward,  resolve  to  visit  the  place  where  tlie 
battle  had  been  fought.  36.  37- 38.  39.— They  find 
the  steed  and  arms  of  "^ristrem,  and  at  length  tbe 
knight  himself.  Being  restored  by  the  application  of 
treacle,  he  vindicates  his  right  to  the  victory,  and  pro« 
duces  the  dragon's  tongue ;  offering,  at  the  same  time, 
his  ship  and  cargo  in  pledge,  that  he  would  make 
.  good  his  story  upon  the  person  of  the  steward,  in 
-'  I  single  combat.  As  he  calls  himself  a  merchant, 
\  '  Ysonde  expresses  her  regret  that  he  is  not  a  kni^t. 


I 


Stanzas  40.  41.  42.  43«— The  queen  and  Ysonde,  aiwl^ 
ring  the  bravery  and  handsome  figure  of  Tristrem, 
conduct  him  in  person  to  a  bath.  The  queen  goes  to 
fetch  a  drink  of  '^  main."  Meanwhile,  Ysonde  be- 
comes suspicious  that  the, stranger  was  her  former 
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fncKpUxty  Tramtris.  In  searching  for  something  to 
oanfirmthisoonjeciure,  she  examines^his  sword,  which 
she  finds  to  be  broken.    By  comparing  the  breach 

"With  the  fragment  which  had  been  taken  out  of  the 
skull  of  Moraunt^  Ysonde  discovers  that  the  owner 
of  the  weapon  has  slain  her  kinsman.  She  upbraids 
Tiistrem  with  this  slaughter^  and  rushes  upon  him 
with  his  own  sword.  Her  mother  at  this  instant 
returns,  and  participates  in  Ysonde's  resentment,  as 

•soon  as  she  learns  that  it  is  Tristrem  she  beholds. 

"The  arrival  of  the  king  saves  Tristrem  from  being 
slain  in  the  bath.  44. 45. — ^Tristrem  defends  hinudf, 
as  having  slain  Moraunt  in  fair  fight ;  and^ ,  smiling 
upon  Ysonde,  tells  her,  she  had  many  an  <mportunity 
of  dayiM  him  while  he  was  her  preceptor  Tran^tns. 
He  pleads  his  services  towafds  her  in  that  character,  i 

'  as  well  as  the  good  report  he  had  made  of  her  charms  i 
to  King  Mark  ;  and,  finally,  he  opens  his  embassy. 
46.  47>-^ITpon  the  engagement  of  Tristrem,  that  his 
unde  should  marry  Ysonde,  it  is  agreed  she  shall  be 

sent  under  his  escort  to  ComwalL  The  steward,  ha- 

» 

ving  relinquished  his  claim,  as  soon  as  he  under- 
stands that  his  antagonist  is  the  redoubted  TVistrem, 
is  thrown  into  prison  at  the  request  of  the  princess. 


Stanzas  48.49*  50.51. 52 — Attheir departure, the  queen 
gives  to  Brengwain,  alady  who  attended  upon  Ysonde, 
a  powerful  philtre,  or  love-potion,  with  directions, 
€balt  Mark  and  his  bride  should  partake  of  it  on  the 
evening  of  their  marriage.  Wl^eatsea,t|ievindbe« 
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contnry,  and  dieyare  faroed  toklAye 

fodieitfoan.  TrislremexerUlaiiMelfmrawiiigi  tod 

Yaonde  edk  for  diiidi  10  lefiwA  faim  whm  ISii^^ 

Bteiigwain  inadvcrtaiidy  i^veseiiCs  the  cop  wbidi  ciHi^ 

taiB»  the  £ital  Ixpior,  of  which  Tri«trem  and  Yicwde 

'ttnwittnigly  partake.  A  &TOurite  dog;,  caBed  Hedfeln^ 

'  Udu  the  cop*  The  cenaeqiteiioe  of  thk  dnug^  ia,  a 

filial  and  cniniBal  paaaion  betwisi  Ysonde  and  Tm- 

tredi^  wUcb  proi^eB  the  source  of  dl  their  misfortanei. 

.5i3'.54^55w-«.The  Aip  arritegm  Engkad,  after  afiirt- 

nig^'a  sail.  Ysmde  is  mariied  to  Kia^  Mark;  but, 

to  ooDMd  l«r  gdlty  mterco«i«  with  Sir  Trirt««, 

jTbM  stdbslBtotes  her  attendant^  DivuDHraixiy  id  her  phetj 

AwKtm  thr  first  ni^ of  her  mqvtuda.^ 

SimtzM  5&  ^7*  5t.-'-^spicioii»  die  natamd  conseqiwMe 
of  gnUty  takes  possesskm  of  Ysonde's  adad.  She  be- 
comes  feaifiil  lest  Bfei^irain  should  betnj  thtt  in- 
portattt  secret  widi  which  she  was  entrusted;  to  pie- 
teiit  wUeb^  she  hirts  two  raflMBs  to  dispatdi  her 
ftdtfaftil  atteadant*  59^  60;  6l.  Ae^p-^BrengwamiaoeB- 
dtfcisd  by  die  assassins  into  a  diaooal  l^len^  irhere  diey 
pnipare  to  execute  their  bloodymandatck  The  prayers 
^tfae  damsd,  however,  induce  theaa  to  spare  her  life^ 
as  she  protests^  that  her  only  crime  was  having  lent 

.   to  Yasiideackann||^it$-dMssnpoathein^itofhar 

aaipciaH  when  dure  of  die  queen  had  been  aeeideBt- 

ally  sallied*  Heriutended  executionets  repcn  das  to 

\    the  queen,  as  Brengwain's  last  wordb ;  itfid  Ysoode, 

;     pemfivingtheflddityof  herattendaaC^laraemaha: 
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Brazil aift  is  Ihcti  pkvdmd^  snl  iinMiled  in  ftill 
finrditt. 

Aonmr  6a  64.  S^^^  Ail  IrUr  earl ,  a  femer  fldnum  of 
Yibndej  tfrrifj^s  «t  (lie  cmtrt  of  CornitaBy  di^itiiied 
at  a  uinBtrel,  andbeafing  a  lutfp  nii  ^uiioua  trork- 
manship.  He  excites  the  curiosity  of  King  Mark,  by 
idbng  to  p^f  upon  l2m  beaiitify  iiisfrtun 
siall  grstA  hisia  hfomi*  The  king,  harii^  pladged 
A  kmglitlwod  tor  mtitfy  lia  teffmgt,  he  ainga  t6  the 
hup  a  lay,  in  ^hidk  1m  demands  YMadaaa  the  pro^ 
aigrkift,  6S.6r.68^Mark,taHi^ftMgdhis1io. 

'"nMor,  has  no  altematbe  but  te  beoone  a  finrswom 
kni^t,  or  dsimr  fak  wife  to  flie  haipper ;  and  he 
dulses  the  hrtter«  Tffiitnefni^trhohadbicnahMnaon 
a  birathig  expcHfitidn,  arriTes  just  as  tie  advc9icn««^us 
earl  earned  off  his  ftirpriae.  He  aphna'cb  tte  king 
(and  m)t  wiAoat  reason>fdr  M^extn^tif^t  genero- 
sf^tominstrelsL  Tristrtm  tficti  astaes  hia  ffece ;  and, 
hasientog  ta  the  siMve^  where  iTsonde  had  easterkedy 
heffm  to  playtipiin  that  inaLnnaenu  The  soanddaep- 
Ij  aActs  YsimcK  ^^  beoamea  ao  maA  mdkpo^, 
tiM  llie  #ari,  her  lairar,  is  indiiesd  ta  i^earn  widv  her 
tpland.  69;  76^  Tt^-^Ysonde  pretend  that  the  music 
of  TfiaiMft's mte is neeessary  tolMT  raeovevy ;  and' 
the  earl,  to  whom  Triscrem  was  persons]^  miknown, 
proposes  to  him  to  go  in  his  train  to  Ireland.  Ysonde 
ivming  at  the  saaoid  of  her  lover's  music,  the  eeil 
jnepnes  to  retam  on  board*  7Sr79.~TriM«iiaaikNails 
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his  steeds  and,  leading  that  of  Ysoiide  by  the  bridle, 

•suddenly  plunges  with  her  into  the  torM,  after  taant-> 

ingly  informing  the  Irish  earl,  that^tr^nad  lost,  by  the 

.^IFote,  her  whom,  he  had  gained  by  the  harp.    Thi 

I  lovers  remain  in  a  lodge  in  the  forest  for  a  week ;  af- 

Iter  which  Tristrem  restores  Ysonde  to  her  husband, 

.    advising  him  in  future  to  give  minstrels  other 


Sianxas  7^  7B.  76. — Meriadok,  a  knight  of  Cornwall,  a 
companion  of  Tristrem,  and  deeply  obliged  to  him, 
becomes  suspicious  of  his  intercourse  with  the  queen. 

.  This  was  carried  on  by  means  of  a  sliding  board, 
through  which  Tristrem  was  admitted  to  Yscmde's 
bower.  A  snowy  evening  enables  Meriadok  to  trace 
Tristrem's  steps  to  this  plaoe,  although  he  had  taken 
the  precaution  of  binding  a  sieve  upon  his  feet.  In 
a  crevice  of  the  sliding  board,  the  spy  disoovers  a 
piece  of  Tristrem's  green  kirtle.    77. 78.-^Mariadok 

.  imfidds  his  sucfpicion  to  the  king,  who,  by  his  advice, 
j^retends  a  journey  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  demands  of 
Ysonde  to  whose  charge  she  would  wish  to  be  com- 

.    mitted.  The  queen  at  first  names  Sit  Tristrem.    79. 

.'  M.  81.-^By  advice  ofthe  wily  Brengwain,  the  queen 
resumes  the  subject,  and  pretends  a  mortal  hatred  to 
Tristiem,  which  she  ascribes  to  the  scandal  dona  to 
hee  on  his  account.    The  suspidons  of  die  simple 

.    king  of  Cornwall  are  thus  lulled  to  ale^. 

Stanzas  82.  83.— At  the  instigation  of  Meriadok,  who 
,    promises  to  give  the  king  demcmstration  of  his  disha« 
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fiouT,  Sir  Tristrem  becomes  again  the  object  of  Mark's 
'  jealousy.  He  is  separated  from  Ysonde^  and  their 
mutual  sorrow  is  described.  S4h  85. — Ysonde  resi- 
ding in  a  bower^  and  Tristrem  in  the  neighbouring 
eaty,  he  contrives  to  carry  on  a  communication  with 
.    her,  by  means  of  light  leafy  twigs  thrown  into  the 

-  river  whidi  runs  through  her  garden.  By  these  sig« 
nals  she  knew  when  to  expect  his  stolen  visits.  86.87* 
\^Tke  B5ih  and  S6ih  stanzas  seem  to  be  transposed.^  The 
interviews  of  the  lovers  are  discovered  by  a  dwaif^ 
concealed  in  a  tree.  Meriadok  advises  the  king  to 
proclaim  a  great  hunting  match^  and^  instead  of  going 
to  the  forest^  to  conceal  himself  in  the  dwarfs  lurking 

-  place.    88.  89.  90. — ^The  dwarf  is  sent  to  Tristrem 
.    with  a  pretended  message  from  Ysmide,  appointing 

8  rendexvous.  Tristrem,  suspecting  the  deceit,  re- 
turns a  cold  answer.  The  dwarf  tells  Mark  that  Tris- 
trem puts  no  confidence  in  his  message,  but  that  he 
is  nevertheless  oertoia  he  will  visit  Ysonde  that  night 

Stanzas  9i.  92.  93.— Mark,  having  taken  his  station  in 
the  tree,  the  two  lovers  meet  beneath  it ;  but,  being 
aware  of  the  king^s  presence,  by  his  shadow,  they  as- 

•  sume  the  tone  of  quarrel  and  recrimini^on.  Tristrem 
charges  Ysonde  with  having  alienated  from  him  the 
affections  of  his  uncle,  so  that  he  was  nearly  compelled 
to  fly  into  Wales.  Ysonde  avows  her  hatred  to  Tris- 
tarem,  alledging  as  the  cause,  her  husband's  unjust 

>  suspicions  of  their  criminal  intero^urse.  9^  95*-— 
The  dialogue  is  continued  in  the  same  strain ;  Tris- 
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tmrn  he§wM»g  Y^jonde  U»  ptocure  Mm  s  dinusial 
fiftpi  the  c^wft,  tod  she  enf^ging,  onedndHkmof  his 
dkptfrtiiie^  to  nq>pUcat0  litfrk  to  endow  hfaiA  inch 
ihle  menu  of  mqi|MMrt  Tliegood.Deilai:«dnM>iierdiu 
^verwhebtted  wkh  yjj  and  tendenKM  at  tUi  snppo- 
aeddJseoveiyoftheinaociiiceofbk  wife  end  ncphiw. 
Far  firoin  nssenthig  ta  Tti^trem'i  dcpafftitrt»  he  cMMes 
him  bit  hi^  eoostaybk;  and  the giatcftd knight  ear- 
lier en  hk  intiiglie  wkh  Ysonde,  irithovt  fiothtt  sii^ 
ykion^  for  the  i^aoe  of  three  jeartf. 

SiMmat99. 9»^^Meriadok  again  qccites  the  j^ahway  of 
King  Mark,  and  pcfniiades  faini  to  order  the  queen  and 
TfiKrentobeletUeodtliesanieday:  Meriadokal* 
ao  ttrewB  the  ioor  of  the  king's  ehMnher  with  flew; 
in  Older  to  detect  the  traoeeoffoetstepanfoti  it  100. 
tOl-r-^TristxteBi  evudea  this  last  device,  by  springing 
adiBtance  of  thirty  £Mt,  over  the  part  of  the  chantber 
wlueh  Wat  eovered  with  the  flour;  but  the  wound  of 
his  vein  opening  with  the  exertion,  his  stolen  visit  ia 
betrayed  to  the  king  by  the  traces  of  his  blood.  Tri«. 
trem  flie»  fircHtat  CcwnwalL  102.  f  03.-^Y8onde  under- 
takes to  prove  her  innocence,  by  undei^^ng  the  fiery 
ordeal.  A  court  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  Westmin- 
ster, where  the  ^iieen  is  to  bear  red-hot  iron  ia  her 

;  hand,  according  to  the  ancient  law  of  ordeaL  TrJetreaa. 

^  joins  the  retinue,  disguised  as  a  peasant,  in  the  moat 

j  a^ect  state  of  poverty.  10^«— When  tbeyareaEout 
to  cross  the  Thames,  the  queen^tdhtes  upon  her  djs- 
guised  lover  to  bear  her  from  the  ^ore  to  the  ship. 


^ 
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Trirtrem  designedly  lets  hig  &ir  burthen  fidl  upon  the 
betchy  in  such  a  manner  as  to  expose  some  part  of 
her  person.  105.— The  attendants^  scandalised  at  tlya 
mdeoent  accident,  caused  by  the  awkwardness  of  the 
stranger^  are  about  to  drown  him  in  the  river;  butare 
prevented  by  Ysonde,  who  imputes  his  fall  to  feeble« 
ness^  through  want  of  nourishment^  and  orders  him  a 
reward.  106. 107. 108.— When  the  queen  is  brought 
to  her  oathy  she  swears^  that  she  is  a  '^  guiltless  wo« 
man^"  and  that  no  one  had  ever  familiarity  with  her 
person,  excepting  the  king^  and  the  peasant  who  bore 
her  to  the  vessel^  whose  indelicate  awkwardness  had 
been  witnessed  by  the  whole  of  her  retinue.  The  hot 
iron  is  then  presented  to  Ysonde ;  but  the  uxorious 
king  of  Cornwall^  resting  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
equivocal  oath  of  his  consort,  refuses  to  permit  her 
to  hasard  this  dangerous  confiimation  of  her  fidth. 
Ysonde  is  proclaimed  innocent,  in  spite  of  the  accu* 
sations  of  Meriadok,  and  is  completely  reconciled  to 
her  husband.  Tristrem,  meanwhile^  remains  in 
Wales,  occupying  in  military  atchievements  the 
term  of  his  separation  from  Ysonde. 
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I. 

XHEB  yer  in  care  bed  Jay, 

Tristrem  the  trewe  he  hight. 
That  never  no  dought  him  day. 

For  sorwe  he  had  o  night, 
For  diol,  no  man  no  may  t 

Sen  on  him  with  sight ; 
Ich  man,  forsothe  to  say, 

Forsok  tho  that  knight, 
.  As  thare; 

Thai  hadde  don  what  he  might. 
Thai  no  rought  of  his  fare. 


n  VOL  TBISTREM. 

II. 

Til  it  was  en  a  day, 

Till  Mark  he  gan  him  mene; 
Shortliche,  sothe  to  say, 

Tbia  iajb  waa  htm  bitr^^e ; 
*^«  In  sorwe  ich  have  ben  ay, 

Seththen  ich  alive  have  ben  ;^— 
Marbe  aejir^^  Wayi^wsy ! 

That  ich  it  schuld  y  sene, 
Swiche  thing.'" — 

Tnstnsi  vithonten  vene, 
A  achip  asked  the  king. 

ni. 

— «  Em,^— he  seyd,— ^*  Y  spiHe, 

Of  lond  keep  Y  na  mare, 
A  sdiip  thou  bring  me  tilie, 

Mine  harp  to  play  me  thare, 
Stouer  ynough  to  wille, 

To  kepe  me  son  yon  yare  ;*-— 
Thei  Marke  Mked  iUe, 

Tristrem  to  sdiip  thai  bare, 
And  brought ; 

Who  void  with  him  fare  P 
Grouemayle  no  lete  him  nought. 
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IV. 
TrisiremeB  adiip  was  j$ie; 

He  anked  h»  heiuflotia; 
The  haven  he  gaa  out  Are, 

It  Uigbt  Curliomi : 
Nighen  woukea,  and  maxcy 

He  babied  up  and  drnm ; 
A  winde  to  wU  him  hare. 

To  a  Btade  ther  him  iras  botin. 
Neighs  hand ; 

DeiveliA  bight  the  toun. 
An  bavea  io  Irlaad. 

V. 

A  winde  thider  him  gan  drire, 

Schipmen  hiia  aeighe  neighe  hand ; 
In  botes  thai  gux  him  tAvBj 

And  drough  him  to  the  hmd; 
A  vounded  man  afive, 

In  the  0cbip  thai  fand; 
He  aeyd,"— "  bttiden  a  rivej 

Men  voimded  him  and  band, 
Un  aounde.^'*^ 

No  man  migbi  bi  him  stand,  | 
For  stinking  of  bia  wounde.        ^i 
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VI. 

Grouernail  gaa  hem  firain, 

What  hight  the  se  strand  ? 
Develm,  thai  seyd  ogain, 

The  schipmen  that  him  fand ; 
Tho  was  Tristrem  nnfjEdn^ 

And  wele  gan  understand^ 
Hir  brother  hadde  he  slain, 
.  That  Quen  was  of  the  land. 
In  fight ; 

Tristrem  he  gan  doun  l«i^. 
And  seyd  Tramtris  he  hi^ti 


VII. 

In  his  schip  was  that  day^ 

Almaner  of  gle; 
And  al  maner  of  lay. 

In  lond  that  might  be : 
To  the  Quen  tho,  seyd  thay, 

Morauntes  soster  the  tte, 
T  wounded  swiche  a  man  lay$ 

That  sorwe  it  was  to  se, 
And  care; 

— -"  A  miri  man  were  he, 
Yif  he  olive  ware."— 

4 
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VIII. 
Scfae  was  in  Ddvelut, 

The  fair  feue£'  the  quene, 
Loyesome  under  Hne; 

And  Adghest  had  y  bene ; 
And  besrt  oouthe  of  medicine ; 

That  was  on  Tiistrem  sene ; 
She  brought  hint  of  his  pine. 

To  wtte  and  nought  at  wene, 
To  say: 

Sche  sent  him  ar  plaster  kene. 
To  cast  the  stink  owaiyff 

AmorWd,  when  it  wafli  di^, 

The  leiiedi  of  high  priis^ 
Cam  thcr  Tristt^m'  lay, 

And  osk^'  what  he  'is  ? 
— **  Mwfchmind  leh  have  bebh^  i^. 

Mi  nam  is  Tramtris ; 
Robbers^  fbr  sothe  to  say, 

Sloiigk  mine  felaWes;  Y  Wii^ 
In  these; 

Thai'saft  mt  fyw^md  gm^ 
And  thus  wounded  thai'me^.^— ^ 
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X. 

An  heye  man  he  was  like^ 

Thei  he  wer  wounded  sare; 
His*gles  weren  so  sellike. 

That  wonder  thought  hem  diare.       *   k 
His  harp,  his  croude  was  rike  ;  |\  j^  ^ 

His  tables,  his  ches  he  bare ; 
Thai  swore,  bi  Seyn  Patxicke, 

Swiche  seighe  thai  never  are^ 
Er  than: 

— "  Gif  he  in  hele  were,  / 
He  were  a  miri  man,'*^—     I 


XI. 

The  leuedi  of  heighe  kenne, 

His  woundes  schewe  ache  kte ; 
To  wite  his  wo  unwinne. 

So  grimly  he  gan  grete ; 
Hia  bon  brast  under  skinne^ 

His  sorwe  was  unsete ; 
Thai  brought  him  to  an  inne ; 

A  bath  they  made  lum  sket^: 
So  lithe; 

That  Tristrem  on  his  fet» 
Gron  he  might  swithe. 
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XII. 
Salves  hath  he  soft, 

^d  drinks  that  ar  lith ; 
Thai  no  rought  hou  dere  it  bought, 

T)iat  held  him  also  swithe : 
He  made  his  play  aloft, 

His  gammes  he  gan  kithe ;   ^ 
For  thi  was  Tristrem  oft. 

To  boure  clep^  fele  sithe :  ' 
To  sete; 

Ich  xnasi  was  lef  to  lithe, 
His  mirtlies  were  so  swete. 

XIII. 

The  king  had  a  douhter  dere. 

That  maiden  Ysonde  hight; 
That  gle  Wt^  lef  to  here, 

And  roliia,unoe  to  rede  aright ; 
Sir  Tramtris  hir  gan  lere, 

Tho  with  ai  his  ipight. 
What  aile  p(»ntes  were, 

To  se  the  sothe  in  sight. 
To  say : 

In  Yrlond  nas  no  kni^t, 
With  Ysonde  durst  play. 
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XIY. 

Yflonde  of  heighe  pvns^ 

The  iMuden  bngh^of  bewo^ 
TbttI  weteA  tow  andigriwy 

And'  scarlet  tiiat  wm  iiewe^ 
In  ward  was  noa  so  wiis, 

Ofenif^  thfft  men*  kncfire^ 
Withouten  Sir  Tramtrk, 

That  oi  games  ^grewe 
On  grounder 

Horn  kHige&  'I^fmtns  lihe  trewe^ 
For  hekd'waa  his  woiBode. 

XV. 

Sir  Thontris  in  Iriond 

Duelled'  al  a  yere ; 
So  gode  likeing  he  fand, 

Tbal> hole  he  was  and*&re; 
The  quen  to  fot  and  hand. 

He  semred  dem  a»d' d^ie; 
Tsonde  he  did*  understasid' 

What  aUe  pliv^  were 
Inlay; 

His(le\w*he  asked' at-here^ 
In  8chip't0'fi>unde'owi^; 
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XVL 

The  quen,  that  Aiichd  ^tfn, 

To  Tramtrb  ahe  gas  say, 
•— ^'  Who  8o  fet  unoouthe  man. 

He  fouadeth  ever  oimy.^-*^ 
His  hive  thai  y  ekkn  him  than, 

Gold  and  nlver  Ytay, 
What  he  wold  he  witii, 

Of  Yaonde  for  his  ^ajjr 
Saunfail; 

He  bitaught  hem  Got^  and  gode  day. 
With  him  went  Gouemail. 

XVII. 
lUche  sail  thu  drewe, 

White  and  red  so  Uod ; 
A  winde  to  wil  hem  blewe. 
To  Ourlioun  thai  yode; 
,    Now  hat  he  Tristrem  tie^re, 
ikM  rareth  over  the  flod ; 
The  Bchip  the  cuntre  knewe, 
It  thought  hem  ful  gode. 

As  thare ; 
Of  wrake  thai  under  stod^ 
For  on  thai  leten  him  fare. 
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XVIII. 
Thai  tolden  to  the  king. 

That  the  schip  had  sain ; 
Never  of  no  tiding, 

Nas  Mark  the  king  so  fain : 
To  tpun  thai  gun  him'biing, 

The  king  ros  him  ogayn ; 
Blithe  was  her  meteing. 

And  fair  he  gan  him  feain. 
That  stounde; 

—<<  Trifltrem,  nought  to  Iain, 
Heled  ia  thi  vounde  P^— 

XIX. 
His  em  answer  he  yeld. 

That  litel  he  wald  wene, 
Of  hot  sche  was  him  held. 

That  Moraunt  soster  had  bene ; 
How  fair  sche  hath  him  held. 

He  told  hem  al  bidene ; 
And  seththen  Tristrem  hath  tekl. 

Of  Ysonde  that  was  kene, 
Al  uewe : 

How  sche  was  bright  and  schene. 

Of  love  was  non  so  trewe): 


FYTTE  SECOND.  87 

XX. 

Mark  ta  Tristrem  gain  say, 

— «  Mi  lond  biteke  Y  the, 
To  have  after  mi  day. 

Thine  owhen  achal  it  be. 
Bring  thou  me  that  may, 

That  Ich  hir  may  y-se.***— 
This  was  his  maner  aye, 

Of  Ysonde  that  speketh  he. 
Her  prise ; 

Hou  sche  was  gent  and  fre, 
Of  love  was  non  so  wise. 

XXI. 

In  Inglond  ful  wide 

The  barouns  hem  bithought. 
To  fel  Tristremes  pride, 

How  thai  fairest  mought ; 
The  king  thai  rad  to  ride, 

A  quen  to  him  thai  sought. 
That  Tristrem  might  abide. 

That  he  no  were  it  nought ; 

No  king : 

.  Thai  seyd  that  Tristrem  mought 

Ysonde  of  Yrlond  bring. 

6 
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XXII. 

— ^<  A  brid  bright,  thai  chef. 

As  Uod  upon  sBowe^ig; 
A  maiden  of  swicbe  rdes, 

Tristrem  may  to  the  briag;'^— 
Quoth  Tri^trem^ — ^^  It  }a  les, 

And  troweth  it  for  leai^y 
To  aski  that  never  no  wes. 

It  is  a  fole  askeing, 
Bi  kinde : 

It  18  a  selli  thing, 
For  no  man  may  it  finde. 

XXIII. 

**  Y  rede  ye  nought  qq  strive ; 

A  svalu  ich  herd  sing, 
Ye  sigge  I  wem  min  em  to  w^ve. 

For  Y  schuld  be  your  kii^ ! 
Now  bringetb  me  atte  rive, 

Sohip  and  other  thing ; 
Ye  se  me  nevir  olive, 

3ot  yif  ich  Ysonde  bring. 
That  bright 

■ 

Finde  mp  min  aalceing. 
Mine  fiteod  soni  qf  knight^-— 
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Knighlefi  thp  ehoseii  t)ia^ 

That  wece  war  aad  wise ; 
Al  that  meat  a^by. 

And  hepgfa(98t  weren  of  pran : 
A  «chip  wjkdj^grene  aoid  gDay, 

Witli4ir,andek«wi*grii8, 
With  aiUe  thiag  Y  tay, 

TbAtp^ide  to  fHtfiHh|iiHB% 
liikde^ 

Thai  ferdra  cf  this  wise, 
Intil  Yrloiid  thede. 

XKV. 

In  this  sdiip  was  bouii) 

All  that  mister  wan : 
Out  of  Carlioim ; 

Biche  was  hb  eebip  fare : 
Thai  rered  goinfayiiomi ; 

A  winde  to  wille  hem  bart ; 
Develin  bat  the  toun. 

To  loud  thai  ooiocii  ihare, 
The  best: 

The  king  fxetmt  thai  bam. 
And  ariud  kve  to  i«6t 


k 
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* 

XXVI. 

The  king  present  thai  farougbty ' 

Another  to  the  quene, 
Ysonde  foryat  thai  nought, 

To  wite,  and  nought  at  wene. 
To  schip  when  thai  hem  thought. 

That  at  the  court  hadde  bene, 
Swiche  mayd  nas  never  wrought. 

That  thai  ever  hadde  sene 
With  sight : 

Thie  cuntre  al  bidene, 
Thai  seighe  fle  ful  right. 

XXVII. 
Out  of  Derelin  toun, 

The  folk  wel  fast  ran, 
In  a  water  to  droun, 

So  ferd  were  thai  than ; 
For  doute  of  o  dragoun, 

Thai  seyd  to  schip  thai  wan. 
To  haven  that  were  boun ; 

No  rought  thai  of  what  man 
In  lede, 

That  may  him  sle  or  tan, 
Ysonde  schal  have  to  mede. 
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XXVIII. 
Tristrem  blithe  was  he. 

He  deped  his  knightes  stithe, 
— ''  What  man  he  is,  las  ae, 

Tfa&t  take  this  batidle  swithe  P*"— 
Alle  thai  beden  lat  be, 

Durst  non  himselven  kithe ; 
— "  For  nede  now  wo  is  me  !*"— 

Seyd  Tiistrem,  that  sithe, 
Bight  than. 

Listen  now  who  wil  lithe, 
Al  of  an  hardi  man. 

XXIX. 

A  stede,  of  sdiip,  thai  drewe. 

The  best  that  he  hadde  brought ; 
His  armes  weren  al  newe, 

Thatridieliche  were  wrought ; 
His  hert  was  gode  and  trewe. 

No  failed  it  him  nought ; 
The  cuntre  wele  he  knewe, 

£r  he  the  dragoun  sought ; 
And  seighe ; 

Helle  fere  him  thought, 
From  that  dragoun  fleighe. 
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Asaut  to  that  dmgoun 

Triftdn^n  toke  ^t  tidd^ 
As  a  lethely  liottn 

Tiuut  bataik  viil4  abide  s 
With  a  sp^e  feloiui, 

Hefoiiothimiiitfaefiide; 
It  no  nuled  o  botoun^ 

Owaj  it  gan  to  gBde^ 
His  dent ; 

The  devil  dngounis  hide 
Was  hard  so  aoi  ffiait ! 


Triirtjneni,  al  in  teiie» 

Oft  that  spere  tok  he» 
Oyain  that  dmgoun  kene^ 

It  brast  on  pee^  thrfe : 
The  dmgoun  tmot  bidene. 

The  stede  he  gan  sle, 
Tristran,  withouten  wene, 

Stilt  under  a  tre, 
Alstille. 

And  seyd— *'<  God  in  Trimte, 
No  lat  thou  me  nought  spiUe  T 


) 
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XXXII. 
Ogain  tliat  feside  dragoun, 

A  fot  ke  tok  the  fight ; 
He  faught  wilh  his  fauehoun, 

As  a  douhti  knight ; 
His  nether  chavel  he  smot  doun. 

With  a  stn^e  of  m^ht ; 
Tho  was  the  dragon  bouii> 

And  cast  fere  ful  right, 
Andbraad 

His  annss  that  were  biight ; 
SdhnnKche  he  hath  hixo'  adient 


Swiche  fer  he  eagt  oyain^ 

Tfaatlnfend  scheld' and  ston ; 
Now  lith  his  stede  y  dm-y 

Hia  annes  brent  ichon ; 
Tiistrem  rai^t  his  bzmia, 

And  beak  his  nek  bon ; 
No  waa  he  never  so  ftin, 

As  than  that  bataile  was  don, 
To  bote, 

His'  tmig  hath>  h&  ixm. 
And  schom  of  bi  the  rofiB^ 
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XXXIV.         / 
In  his  hose  next  the  hide^  //' 

The  tong  oway  he  bar  ;»  : 
No  yede  he  bot  ten  stride^ 

His  speche  les  he  thar; 
Nedes  he  most  abide. 

That  he  no  may  fertber  £u ; 
The  steward  com  that  tide, 

The  heued  oway  he  schar,    * 
And  Inrought ; 

And  toke  it  Yscmde  thar. 
And  seyd  dere  he  hadde  hir  boii|^t 

The  steward  wald,  ful  fain, 

IJan  Ysonde,  yif  he  mought,  * 
The  king  answered  ogain. 

Fair  the  bataile  him  thought ; 
Ysonde,  nought  to  lain. 

Of  him  no  wil  she  nought ; 
There  the  dragoun  was  slain, 

Hye  and  hir  moder  sought^  . 
Also, 

Who  that  wonder  wrought,  ' 
That  durst  that  dragoun  slo. 


FYTTE  SECOND.  9& 

XXXVI. 

— ^^  Dede  the  steward  this  dede  P 

Certes,^  quitth  Ysonde,  ^'  nay  ! 
This  ich  brende  stede 

No  aught  he  never  a  day ; 
No  this  riche  wede, 

Nas  never  his^  sothe  to  say.^-*- 
Forther  as  thai  yede, 

A  man  thai  founde  whare  lay. 
And  drough :  , 

— ^^  Certes,*"  than  seyd  thai, 
**  This  man  the  dragoun  slough.^*-— 

XXXVII. 
His  mouth  opened  thai. 

And  pelt  treacle  in  that  man ; 
When  Tristrem  speke  may, 

His  tale  he  began ; 
And  redyli  gan  to  say, 

Hou  he  the  dragoun  wan ; 
— "  The  tong  Y  bar  oway. 

Thus  venimed  he  me  than.^«— 
Thai  loke. 

The  quen,  that  michel  can. 
Out  of  his  hose  it  toke. 
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XXXVIIt 
l%e7  se^jliefir  he  hekMe  the  light, 

Thie  stewaMi  hadde  die  irough, 
Ac  gif  he  dinrst  fi^t,* 

Wkh  hhk  the  dmgouii'  slough : 
Tristrem  spak  ti  a  kmght^ 

He  woM  prove  it  anough ; 
So  noblelich  he  hem  h^t, 

Thereof  Yeonde  lough, 
That  tide : 

To  his  waraunt  he  dfXHigh, 
ili^  schij^  and  al  his  pride. 

XXXIX. 

The  quen  asked  what  he  is 

ThiRit  dupst  the  dragon  abide  ? 
— <<  Marchaunt  Idham)  ¥  wis^ 

My  schip  Uth  hefe  biside ; 
He  sejt  he  haft  don  this, 

Proven'  lohil  his^  pride."— 
£r  he  Ysonde  kisse, 

Oyaines  him  wblA  he-ride. 
With  m^t: 

Ysonde  seyd  that  tide, 
— <<  Alias,  that  diou  ner  km^^l;  T-^ 


FYTTE  SECOND. 


97 


XL. 
Her  chdmpioun  that  day, 

Rididiche  gun  thai  fede ; 
Til  hem  think  that  he  may, 

Don  a  douhtidede. 
I£s  annes  long  were  thai, 

HiB  scholdors  large  on  brede. 
The  quen^forsothe  to  say. 

To  ^^batUgan  him  lede, 
Fulgayn; 

And  seththen  herself  ache  gede, 
After  a  drink  of  maxD. 


\ 


XLI. 

Yaonde,  bright  of  hewe. 

Thought  it  Tramtris  were ; 
His  Bwerd  sdie  gan  it  schewe. 

And  broken  hye  found  it  thare ; 
Out  of  a  oofer  newe. 

The  peoe  sche  diougfa  ful  yare. 
And  sett  It  to  that  trewe, 

It  naa  lasse,  no  mare, 
Bot  right : 

Tho  thought  Ysonde,  with  care, 
To  sle  Tristrem  the  knight 


1  ' 
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XLII. 
Yaonde  to  Trirtrem  yod^ 

Willi  hia  neni  al  dM»  i 
— ^^  Maraunt  mm  em,  dm  g^d^ 

Traitour,  thou  faa0t  dayiW 
Forthi  thiae  hect  Ubde, 

Sen  Idi  ipdd  M  fiun.''-ii 
The  quen  vend  odie  were  wod^ 

Sche  com  with  a  drink  of  main, 
And  lough ; 

«-p-<«  Hay  J  modcr,  nought  t#  layn^ 
This  thef  thy  hrodifir  abu^^ 

XLIII. 
«<  Tristrem  this  thef  ia  he, 

That  may  he  nought  for  lain ; 
This  peoD  thou  might  her  «e, 

That  frn  min  em  waa  dMQ ; 
Loke  that  it  ao  be. 

Sett  it  even  ogain.'^-i-f- 
Asquik  thai  wald  him  ale> 
Ther  Tnakiem  ful  fiten^ 

Skith  thing: 
In  bath  thai  hadden  him  liain. 

No  were  it  for  die  king. 


XLIY. 
Andevflr  l^nstrem  ]iHigb» 

Oo  0irele  YMode  the  brigkt, 
.-.«  Tlicm  oiij^t  have  ikui  me  ynough, 

TIu>  llut  Y  Traniitm  jhi^  ; 
Ye  witetb  me  wHh  wmi^» 

Of  Moniuit  the  noble  kiugbt ; 
I  gnumt  wele  IMm  riotight 

In  hatayl  and  in  iight, 
Noug^lain; 

Ytf  he  hadde  the  mighty 
So  wold  he  me  fill  fimoL 

XLV. 
"^  Tho  Y  Tramlna  highc, 

Y  lorld  the  play  and  noogi 
And  erer  with  al  ma  might. 

Of  the  Y  spae  among, 
ToMariwthenchluiighi; 

That  after  the  he  gen  loog.^— -^ 
So  swore  he,  day  and  night. 

And  borwes  fond  he  strong, 
Bidene; 

Amendea  of  al  wrong. 
That  Yaonde  achuld  be  quen. 
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XLVL 
Tristrem  swore  that  Uiing, 

Thai  seyd  it  schuld  stand ; 
That  he  schnld  Ysonde  bring. 

Thai  token  it  under  hand^ 
To  Marke  the  riche  king, 
OHtc  yif  thai  him  fend. 
And  make  hir  with  his  ring, 
Quen  of  IngeEand, 
To  say: 
^  The  forward  fest  thai  band, 
Er  thai  parted  oway. 

XLVII. 
The  steward  forsoke  his  dede, 

Though  he  herd  he  Tristrem.h]ght ; 
The  king  swore  so  god  him  spede. 

That  bothen  schuld  have  right ; 
The  steward  seyd<— ^'  Wrong  thdr  yede, 

For  thi  nold  he  nought  fight^— 
Tristrem,  to  his  mede, 

Thai  yolden  Ysonde  the  bright ; 
To  bring, 

To  prisoun  that  other  knight. 
The  maiden  biseketh  Ae  king. 
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XLVIII. 

No'asked,he  Icmd,  no  ]ithe» 

Bot  that  maidoi  hi^^t: 
He  busked  him  abo  swithe, 

Bothe  aquier  and  Icni^t ; 
Her  moder  about  was  blithe, 

And  tok  a  drink  of  might. 
That  love  wald  kithe, 

And  tok  it  Brengwain  the  bright, 
To  thmk ; 

—"At  er  spouseing  a  night, 
Gif  Marke  and  hir  to  drink.''— 


Ysonde,  bi^t  of  he  we, 

Is  fer  out  in  the  ae, 
A  winde  oyain  hem  blewe^ 

That  sail  no  might  ther  be ; 
So  rewe  the  knigfates  trewe, 

Tristrem  so  rewe  he ; 
Ever  as  thai  eom  newe. 

He  on  ojain  hem  thre ; 
Gret  swink : 

Swete  YsQDde,  the  fire. 
Asked  Brengwain  a  drinL 
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The  coupi  Wis  Yiebefi  wim^hti 

Of  gold  it  wmiImi  piny 
In  al  tiM  wttdd  mit  ttoitglit 

Swidke  diittk,  dft  Asr  wm  in, 
Breagtrttn  urns  ^mmg  bi  Aovgii^ 

To  tlMt  driAk  idit  gtti  trin ; 
And  swete  Yioiikk  tt  bicaitglit 

lS(^  kMd  Trkttnnia  Ugifly 
To  my; 

Her  l0v«  m^t  ad  dMi  tviBi 
Tm  her  endtng  day* 

LL 
An  hounde  ihet  WHs  Uftide^ 

That  wa»  yxleped  WaMn, 
The  coupe  ke  ticked  ibal  tid«» 

Thodotm  it  aett  BtangwAki: 
Thai  kmoi  al  in  lide^ 

And  thcr  of  wera  thdi  SmA, 
Togider  that  gun  aUdfe^ 

In  jokr^  and  cIl  ID  pai% 
Fcvdmoi^t: 

In  ivd  tiflia  to  MDV 
The  ddnk  waa  yiireai^ 


J 
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Tristi«Bi  b  ridbip  lay^ 

Witb  YMicb  klk  fiiglit  ( 
Play  rniirl  h»  ifll^, 

Witb  tltMl  wortUl  iri|^ 
In  boure  xughl  A&d  dny^ 

Al  btoH*  ^  tk«  bligbt; 
He  might  with  hiy  ]^lliy^ 

As  thb: 
Thai  kmeA  Ulth  nil  Im  tti^t> 
And  Hodain  dedte  dl  mk   ^ 

LItt. 
Tvtt  iKkes  iti  Ae  tftMfeidi 

No  seyl  thm  no  di«we ; 
Into  In^ond, 

A  wtede  to  mWe  hem  btewe: 
The  king  M  b«iflC^  tibid  Ami  ^ 

He  made  him  kidght  itich  hiuid^ 

For  Us  tidbgeri  iWW^ 
Can  bring: 

YsoimI^)  b]^ghf  tS  h^tHfty 
Ther  spoused  MtkklS  tiMi  kSflg. 
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LIV. 
He  spoused  hir  with  hk  ring ; 

Of  fest  no  speke  Y  nought: 
Brengwain  with  outen  leeing, 

Dede  as  h  je  had  thought, 
Sche  tok  that  love  drink. 

That  in  Yrlond  was  bought. 
For  Ysonde  to  the  king, 

Brengwam  to  bed  was  brou^^ 
That  tide : 

Marke  his  wille  wrought. 
On  bed  Brengwain  beside. 

LV. 
When  Mark  had  tint  hb  swink» 

Ysonde  to  bed  yede ; 
Of  Yrlond  hye  asked  drink. 

The  coupe  sche  gan  hir  bede, 
Biside  her  sche  lete  it  sink, 

Therof  hadde  sche  no  neda, 
Of  non  maner  thin^ : 

Oyain  Tristram,  in  Icide, 
As  tho. 

No  might  no  clerk  it  rede, 
The  love  bitven  him  ta 
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LVI. 
Thai  wende  have  joie  anou^y 

Certes  it  nas  noug|it  so^ 
Her  wening  was  al  wou^, 

Untroweand  til  hem  to : 
Aither  in  langour  drouj^, 

And  token  rede  to  go ; 
And  fleththen  Yaonde  lough^ 

When  Triatrem  was  in  wo, 
With  wille: 

Now  thenketh  Ysonde  to  do 
Brengwain  and  hir  to  spille. 

LVII. 
Sche  thou^t,  <<  Y  may  be  wroth, 

Sche  lay  first  hi  the  king. 
For  Y  Inlugh  her  cbth, 

Gold,  and  riche  wedding; 
Tristrem  and  Yboathe, 

Beth  schent  for  our  {^ying; 
Better  is  that  we  rathe. 

Her  olive  bring, 
Al  stille :. 

Than  doute  we  for  no  thing. 
That  we  ne  may  han  our  wiUe.^ 
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LVllI. 
The  qM»  bad  her  bMift^ 

To  w«fk«iMti  on  A  dtey ; 
Sche  told  hem  «t  that  ti^» 

What  w$B  her  wUle  to  tty ; 
-*.<^  Ye moctift  &lm  and  hide 

Brengwttn^  th«  wiri  iiitff -^ 
Sche  myd:^*^  Ye  fichol  idiide^ 

Bidie  U>  ben  a^) 

Inledet 
Nb  k^  ye  ferfie^  pity, 
That  ye  nt>  dd  thai  dede.^«M 

Ittoo  a  j^fi^ly  tbu^ 

Thai  aad  ^t  UMfcleft  yditt^, 
That  on  hia  ttm^  out  ^u^h, 

That  otli«p  bSnide  1^  tifidie^ 
Sche  crid  ttiem  anDiigh^ 

ABd  Myd^«<  for  Crktes^  rade^ 
What  have  Y  dbit  wougfa', 

Whi  wille  ye  qpifie  nd  Udde  ?""- 
— "  Nought  km, 

Yamde  the  leuedi  gt)dfe, 


FYTTE  SECOm.  lOt 


Brengwain  Annlj, 

B^  h«iB  say  the  queti ; 
— <<  6i€teth  wde  tni  lededf^ 

ThAl  id  tt^ifc  hkA  hm } 
Smockes  had  ache  and  Y^  1 

And  hir  WM  solwy  to  Ml, 
Bi  Mftfke  tho  hye  achuld  )y^ 

Y  \etA  hit  min  ftl  elen^ 
As  tHar« ! 

Oyidii  hijr,  wele  Y  wvik. 
No  dede  Y  never  mastt^*^ 

LXI. 

Thai  nold  hir  tiotight  ato, 

Bot  went  oyain  tof  the  qiien, 
Ysonde  asked  him  to, 

— «  What  aeyd  hye  ymi  bitven  ?"— 
— <<  Hye  bad  ooa  Mtye  ytrti  ao, 

Your  nnoeke  waa  aolwy  to  sen, 
Bi  Marke  tho  y«  aehuld  ly, 

Y  lent  Mr  ndn  al  ckm^. 
That  day.'"'^ 

Tho  aaked  Yaonde  the  kc»» 
~«  Whare  ia  tttat  twwi^  aaay  T— - 
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LXII. 

Tho  aejd  Ysonde  with  mode, 

-^^^  Mi  maiden  ye  han  slain  T— 
Sche  swore  by  godes  rode. 

Thai  schold  ben  hong  and  drain ; 
Sche  bede  hem  yifltes  gode, 

To  fechen  hir  ogain ; 
Thai  fMea  hir  ther  sche  atode, 

Tho  was  Ysonde  ful  fain, 
To  say; 

So  trewe  sche  fond  Brengwain, 
That  sche  loved  hir  wele  ay. 

LXIII. 

Mad  was  the  saughtening^ 

And  alle  forgeve  bidene.  - 
Tristrem  withouten  lesing, 

Played  with  the  quen. 
Fram  Irlcmd  to  the  king, 

Anharpour  cam  bitven ; 
An  harp  he  gan  forth  bring, 

Swiche  no  hadde  thai  never  sc^o* 
With  sight; 

Himself  withouten  wen, 
Bar  it  day  and  night 
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« 

LXIV, 

Yflond  he  loved  in  are. 

He  that  the  harp  brought ; 
About  his  hab  he  it  bare, 

Richelich  it  was  wrought ; 
He  hidde  it  ever  mare^ 

Out  no  cam  it  ought : 
•«— *<  Thine  harp  whi  wiltow  spare^ 

Yif  thou  ther  of  can  nought, 
Ofgle?*— 

-— ^'  No  out  no  oometh  it  nought, 
Withouten  yiftes  fire."— 

LXV. 

Marke  seyd-— <<  Lat  me  se^ 

Haipi  hou  thou  can. 
And  what  thou  askest  me, 

6if  Y  adial  the  than.""— - 
<<  Blethely,"*— «eyd  he ; 

A  miri  lay  he  bigan, 
— «  Sir  kingy  iftnfiesjre. 

Her  wiih  Ysonde  Y  wan^ 


Ypraoe  thejbrfib  manj 
Or  Yschdlhaioe  t&i  qumT"^^ 
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LXVL 
Mark  to  oomeyl  gede. 

And  Aflked  rede  of  tiio  tc^ 
— -'^  Lesen  Ymote  Hii  tnmnhf^^ 

Or  ydd  YBcmdb  me  fio."**^ 
Mark  was  fbl  of  dzede, 

Ysonde  let  he  90 : 
Tristrem  m  that  nede^ 

At  wode  vaa  deie  to  0lo^ 
Thatdfty: 

Tnatrem  coon  right  thoy 
As  Tsoiide  was  oway. 

LXVII. 
Tho  was  Tristrem  in  ten^ 

And  chidde  with  the  king^ 
— ^'  YifaCow  ^wenen  thj  quoif 

Hastow  no  nothor  tUngf^*^ 
His  rote  wHhouten  wen^ 

He  raught  by  the  ring, 
Tho  folwed  Tristrem  the  ken. 

To  schip  ther  thai  her  brings 
So  blithe; 

Tristrem  bigan  to  ong. 
And  Ysonde  bigan  to  lithe. 
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Lxvin. 

Swiche  Bong  be  oan  mg^ 

Tb«t  hir  w«9  witim  w<^  -- 
Her  ocHii  swicfae  love  loi^gii^f 

Her  hert  hrm^  oeighe  iita^ 
Th'  erl  to  her  gan  qpraog 

With  knighl<¥*  SMiiy  mo, 
And  seycU-*^^  My  swate  tbipgt 

Whi  fiirestow  8O5 
Ypwy?"-" 

YflOQjdk  to  land  moit  gc^ 
Er  scbe  w»t  away. 

LXIX. 
.^«  WithsA  ft  «t9UDde  of  the  day^ 

Y  scjial^ben  hole  aod  jouod ; 
Y  here  a  laeaitvdl  to  «ay  s 

Of  Tnstrem  he  hath  n  muL^-^ 
Th'  eri  Myd,-^^^  Dalhet  hun  ay. 

Of  Tvistrem  yif  tjue  stounde^ 
That  ninitral  for  fait  hiy , 

Shal  have  an  hundred  pouade^ 
Ofme, 

Yif  he  wil  with  ous  foande, 
Lef,  for  dKm  lovasl  hia  gla^^*^ 
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His  gle  al  for  to  h&re^ 

The  leaedi  was  sett  on  land ; 
To  play  bi  the  rivere, 

Th'  erie  kdde  hir  bi  hand; 
Tristrem  trewe  fere, 

Mirie  notes  he  fttid 
Opon  his  rote  of  yrere, 

As  thai  were  on  the  stnmd. 
That  stounde ; 

Thurch  that  semly  sand.     If 
Ysonde  was  hole  and  sounde.  |/ 

LXXI. 

Hole  was  sche  aind  souiidj^  /  L 

Thurch  vertu  of  his  gle ; 
For  thi  th^  erl  that,  stounde, 

Glad  a  man  was  he ; 
Of  penis  to  hundred  pounde^ 

He  y  af  Tristrem  the  ire ; 
To  schip  than  gan  thai  founde^ 

In  Yrlond  wald  thai  be, 
Fulfain; 

Th^  erl  and  knii^tes  thre^ 
With  Ysonde  and  Braigwain. 
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LXXIL 

Tristrem  tok  hb  stede. 

And  lepe  ther  on  to  ride ; 
The  quen  bad  him  her  lede. 

To  schip  him  biside ; 
Tristrem  did  aa  hye  bede ;  - 

In  wode  he  gan.hir  hide ; 
To  th^  erl  he  Beyd  in  that  nede, 

— <<  Thou  ha^t  y^tent  thi  pride. 
Thou  dote: 

With  thine  harp,  thou  womie  hir  that  tide. 
Thou  tint  hir  with  mi  rote.^«-«- 

l-XXIIL 
Tristrem  with  Ysonde  rade. 

Into  the  wode  oway ; 
A  loghe  thai  founden  made. 

Was  f  ul  of  gamen  and  play ; 
Her  Uia  was  ful  brade. 

And  joieful  was  that  may ; 
Seven  night  thai  thare  abade, 

AikI  seththen  to  court  cam  thai ; 
— «  Sir  king,'' 

Tristrem  gan  to  say, 
•^"  Yif  minstrels  other  thing.^— 
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LXXIV. 
Meriadok  was  a  man. 

That  Tristrem  trowed  ay  i 
Miche  gode  he  him  an^ 

In  o  chaumber  thai  lay ; 
Tristrem  to  Yfionde  wan, 

Anight  with  hir  to  play ; 
As  man  that  miche  can, 

A  bord  he  tok  oway. 
Of  her  hour ; 

Er  he  went,  to  say, 
Of  snowe  was  fallen  a  schour. 

LXXV. 

The  schour  ther  was  y  falle, 

That  al  the  way  was  white ; 
Tristrem  was  wo  withalle. 

With  diol  and  sorwe  site ; 
Bitven  the  hour  and  the  halle, 

The  way  was  naru  and  lite  ;• 
Swiche  cas  him  was  bifalle, 

As  we  finde  in  scrite, 
Ful  aket ; 

A  sive  he  found  tite, 
And  bound  under  his  fete^. 
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LXXVI. 
Meriadok,  with  hifi  might, 

Aros  up  al  bidene ; 
The  way  he  went  right. 

Til  he  com  to  the  quen ; 
The  bord  he  fond  of  tvight 

To  wite,  and  nought  at  wene ; 
Of  Tristi^m  kertel,  the  knight, 

He  fond  a  pece  grene. 
Of  tore ; 

Meriadok,  the  kene, 
Wondred  -therefore. 

LXXVII. 

Amorwe  be  tolde  the  king, 

'  AI  that  he  seighe  with  cdght ; 
— **  Lord,  without  lesing, 

With  Ysonde  lay  Tristrem  to-night ; 
Th(Hi  shalt  do  swiche  a  thing, 
AsUe  who  her  yeme  might ; 
The  croice  to  Jerusalem  to  bring. 
Say  thou  hast  y  bight, 
Yif  tiiou  may ; 
Tristrem  the  noble  knight. 
The  quen  hirself  will  say."— 
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LXXVIII. 
The  king  told  the  quen, 

A  bed  tho  thai  were ; 
^— ^^  Dame  withouteii  wene,^ 

To  Jerusalem  I  mot  fare  ;• 
LoUe  now  ous  betuen. 

Who  may  the  kepe  from  care  ?^- 
— "  'For  al  other,  bidene, 

Tristrem,'*^  ache  seyd  tbare, 
^^  For  than, 

Y  love  hkn  wele  the  mare  ; 
He  is  thi  kinsaeman.^-— 


Al  that  Marke  hir  told^ 

Amorwe  hye  told  Breagwaiki ; 
~<<  Of  lond  wa  this  bold. 

Now  we  may  be  ful  fain ; 
Tristrem  the  court  schal  holdy 

Till  he  com  oyain  ;*"-— 
Brengwain  answere  yolde^ 

— <<  Your  dedes  han  ben  sain. 
With  sight ; 

Marke  thi  self  schal  fraifl[> 
Al  other  iQker  to  night. 
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^*  Wite  thou  wde  his  wille ; 

To  wende  ^th  him  thou  say ; 
Ancl  yif  he  loveth  the  stille, 
.  Thou  do  Tnstrem  oway ; 
Bisecfae  him  he  se  thertill, 

Thi  fo  is  Tristrem  ay ; 
Thou  ibedest  he  wil  the  spUIe, 

Gif  he  the  maistrie  may, 
Above : 

Thou  lovedest  him  never  a  day, 
Bot  for  tfain  ernes  love.^-»-i- 


Ysonde  the  nexet  night, 

Cried, — *♦  Mar4e  thin  ore : 
Mi  fo  thou  hast  mi  faight ; 

On  me  thou  sinnes  sore ; 
Crode  yif  thou  hadde  me  hight. 

Of  lond  with  the  to  fare ; 
And  sle  Tristrem  the  knight, 

yif  love  of  the  no  ware. 
This  day ; 

For  mani  man  seyt  ay  whare. 
That  Tristrem  hi  me  lay."-. 


IIB  SIK  TKISTBEM. 

LXXXII. 
Marke  is  blithe  and  glad. 

For  al  that  trowed  he ; 
He  that  him  other  tald, 

He  ne  oouthe  him  bot  maugre : 
Meriadok  him  answere  yald, 

— ^^  In  toun  thou  do  him  be ; 
Her  love^laike  thou  Uhald^ 

For  the  lave  of  me, 
Nought  wene ; 

Bi  reaoun  tliou  schalt  s^ 
That  love  is  hem  bitvene.'^— 

LXXXIII. 

Marke  departed  hem  to^ 

And  dede  Tristrem  oway ; 
Nas  never  Ysonde  so  wo, 

No  Tristrem,  sbthe  to  say  ; 
Ysonde  herself  wald  slo ; 

For  sorwe  Tristrem  lay ; 
Ysondo  momed  so. 

And  Tristrem  night  and  day, 
For  dede ; 

Ich  man  it  se  may, 
Wliat  liif  for  love  tliai  led. 
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LXXXIV. 

Tristrem  was  in  toun  ; 

In  boure  Ysonde  was  don  ; 
Bi  whter  he  sent  adoun. 

Light  linden  spon ; 
He  wrot  hem  al  with  roun, 

Ysonde  hem  knewe  wel  sone, 
Bi  that  Tristrem  was  boun, 

Ysonde  wist  his  bone, 
To  abide ; 

Er  amorwe  none. 
Her  aither  was  other  beside. 

LXXXV. 

Quath  Meriadok, — "  Y  rede, 

Thine  hunters  thou  bid  ride, 
Fourten  night,  at  this  nede. 

To  se  thin  forestes  wide ; 
Tristrem,  thou  hem  bede, 

Thiself  thou  here  abide ; 
And  right  at  her  dede, 

Thou  schalt  hem  take  that  tide, 
In  the  tre ; 

Here  thou  sclialt  abide. 
Her  semblaunt  th(^u  schalt  se.*^ — > 
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LXX3^VI. 

In  orchard  mett  thai  inne, 

Tristrem  and  Ysonde  fire ;. 
Ay  when  thai  might  awinne ; 

Ther  playd  Ysonde  and  he ; 
The  duerwe  y  seighe  her  ginne^ 

Ther  he  sat  in  the  tre ; 
Marke  of  the  riche.  kinne^ 

He  hight  to  don  him  se. 
With  sight ; 

And  seyd, — ^**  Sir,  siker  ye  be, 
Thi  self  schal  se  that  right''-*.* 

» 

LXXXVII. 
His  falsnesse  for  to  fille, 
Forth  tho  went  he ; 

■ 

To  Tristrem  cam  with  ille, 

Fram  Ysonde  the  fre ; 
— -^^  Mi  leuedy  me  sent  the  tille. 

For  icham  priv^, 
And  praieth  the,  with  wille. 
That  thou  wost  hir  se, 

With  fflght ; 
Marke  is  in  other  cuntre, 
!  Prive  it  schal  be  dight''-^ 

*  It  would  appear,  as  has  been  hinted  in  the  Argument*  that 
this  Stanza  should  precede  tlie  B5tfa. 


1 
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LXXXVIII. 

Tiistrem  him  bi  thought, 

—"  Maistei:,  thank  have  ye ; 
Fqt  thou  me  this  bode  brought. 

Mi  robe  yive  Y  thee ; 
Th^t  thou  no  lete  it  nought. 

Say  that  leuedi  fite ; 
Ifir  word^  dere  Y  bought. 

To  mak^  hye  bilaghe  me. 
That  may: 

Tq  moc^e  Y  schal  lur  s^ 
At  chiich  for  sothe  to  aay.^— «  \ 


The  d^ierwe  toke  the  gtite, 

And  Marke  he  told  bidesne ; 
— **  Bi  this  ipbe,  Y  wate, 

That  michel  he  lov^  the  quen ; 
Y-same  we  nought  no  sat ; 

H^.  douteth  me  bitvene. 
It  semeth  bi  his  lat,   ! 

As  he  hir  never  had  sen, 
With  sight;     ^ 

Y  wot  withouten  wene. 
He  Cometh  to  hir  this  night ^ — 


122.  SIB  teisthem: 

Sir  Mark  sat  in  the  tre ; 

Ther  metten  thai  to ; 
The  schadowe  Tristrem  gan  se. 

And  load  spac  he  tho. 
That  Ysonde  schuld  Marie  se, 

And  call  Trktrem  hir  ie : 
— **  Thou  no  anghtest  nought  h«-e  to  be^ 

Thou  no  hast  nought  here  to  go. 
Nothing ; 
^  With  right  men  schuld  the  sto^ 

Durst  Y  ftr  tile  king.''— 

XCL 

— **  Ysonde,  thou  art  mi  fb. 

Thou  sinnest,  leuedi,  on  me  ; 
Thougabbestonmeso, 

Min  em  nil  me  nought  se ; 
He  threteneth  me  to  do, 

More  menske  were  it  to  the^ 
Better  for  to  do, 

Bigod  in  trinitie, 
'^ This  tide; 

Or  Y  this  lond  schal  fle. 
In  to  Wales  wide.'' — 
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XCIL 


— ^<  Tristrem,  for  sotfae  to  say,    -      \ 

Y  wold  the  litel  gode ;  \ 
Ac  Y  the  wraied  never  day, 

Y  swere  bi  godes  rode ; 
Men  said  thou  bi  me  lay. 

Thine  em  so  underatode ; 
Wende  forth  in  thi  way. 
It  semes  astow  were  wode 
To  wede  ; 

Y  loved  never  man  with  mode, 

Bot  him  that  hadde  mi  maiden  hede.^<— 

XCIII. 
— "  Swete  Ysonde  thin  are. 

Thou  preye  the  king  for  me ; 
Yif  it  thi  wille  ware, 

Of  sake  he  make*  me  fre ; 
Of  lond  ichil  elles  fare, 

Schal  he  me  never  se.^— 
Markes  hert  was  sare. 

There  he  sat  in  the  tre ; 
And  thought, 

"  Un  giltles  er  ye, 
In  swichc  a  sclaunder  brought^— 

"^  By  an  error  in  transcribingy  the  word  Make  ii  twice  repestei 
in  the  MS. 


/ 
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XCIV. 

— .**  Thou  seyst  Y  gan  the  wrie. 

Men  seis  thou  bi  me  lay ; 
Ac  th^  ich  wende  to  dye, 

Thine  erand  Y  schal  say : 
Marke  thin  em  his  hoghe, 

Anougfa  he  the  yive  may ; 
No  reche  Y  what  Y  lighe, 

So  that  thou  be  oway. 
With  wiUe.''— 

Marke  tho  thought  ay, 
9— ^<  Yete  he  schal  duelle  stille*"^ 

xcv. 

Tristrem  oway  went  so ; 

Ysonde  to  boure  Y  wis, 
Nas  never  Marke  so  wo. 

Him  self  he  herd  al  this ; 
Al  sori  Marke  gan  go. 

Til  be  might  Tristrem  kisse  ; 
And  dedely  hated  he  tho, 

Him  that  seyd  amis, 
Al  newe : 

Ther  was  joie  and  blis, 
And  welcome  Tristrem  trcwe. 
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XCVL 

Now  hatfa  Ysonde  hnr  wiOe^ 

Tristram  Coastdble  is  hdgfae ; 
^Te  yere  he  playd  aciUe^ 

With  Ysonde  bright  so  bdghe ; 
Her  We  might  no  man  fdle,^ 

So  were  thai  bothe  deighe ; 
Meriadok,  with  ille. 

Waited  hem  fill  neighs, 
Of  her  dede : 

Yif  he  might  bim  spiU^, 
Fain  he  wald  spede. 

XCVIL 
Meriadok  wrayeth  ay, 

To  the  king  thus  seyd  he ; 
«— *^  Her  fbiies  usen  thai  ay^ 

Wd  yore  Y  seyd  it  the : 
Loke  now  on  a  day, 

And  Uod  let  you  thte  ^ 
l)o  as  Y  the  say. 

And  tokening  thou  schalt  se, 

Ful  seme ; 
Her  bed  schal  blodi  be, 
I    Ar  he  his  wille  have  done,'**— 

*  Here  '•  ieDe"  is  taken  farfielf  atpereehe^  as  in  a  pasnge  of 
Chancery  pointed  out  to  me  bj  Mr  Finlayof  Glai^w : 

««  And  if  that  he  may  fSdcn  out  of  drede. 
That  ye  me  touch  In  love  of  villanie." 

Second  Nonnea  Tale. 
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xcvni. 

Blod  leten  was  the  king, 
'  Tristrem,  and  the  queue ; 
At  her  blod  leteing, 

The  flore  was  swopen  clene  ; 
Meriadok  dede  floure  bring. 

And  strewed  it  bituene  ; 
That  go  no  might  no  thing, 

Bot  if  it  were  sene. 
With  s%ht ; 

Thritti  fet  be  dene, 
Tristrem  lepe  that  night 

XCIX. 

Now  Tristrem  willes  is. 

With  Yscmde  for  to  play ; 
He  no  may  hir  eom  to  kisse^ 

So  ful  of  floure  it  lay ; 
Tristrem  lepe  Y  wis, 

Thritti  fete,  soth  to  say ; 
As  Tristrem  dede  this. 

His  Uod-bende  brast  oway, 
And  bled ; 

And  sethtfaen  c^ain  the  day. 
He  l^)e  from  hir  bedde. 


j 
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C. 
Thrittie  fete  tntvene. 

He  lepe  with  outen  les ; 
Sore  him  greved  his  vene, 

As  it  no  wc»ider  nes ; 
Mark  her  bed  hadde  sene. 

And  al  Uodi  it  wes  ; 
He  told  tho  BtengwsiiL, 

Tnsti^m  had  broken  his  pes^ 
Bitveoe  ; 

Anon  of  lond  he  che% 
Out  of  Markes  dghe-sene. 

CL 

Tristrem  vas  fled  oway,    . 

To.  wite,  and  nought  to  weot ; 
At  Londeu  on  a  day, 

Mark  wald  spourge  the  queH ; 
Men  seyd  sche  brak  the  lay ; 

A  bischc^  yede  bituene, 
With  hot  yren  to  say, 

Sdie  thought  to  make  hir  dene. 
Of  sake; 

Ysonde  said  bidene. 
That  dome  sche  wald  take. 


15^  SIE  TRISTREM. 

CII. 
Men  sett  the  merkes  there. 

At  Westminster  fill  right ; 
Hot  yren  to  here. 

For  Sir  Tristrem  the  knight ; 
In  pouer  wede  ta  wa^ 

Tristrem  com  that  night ; 
Of  all  the  knightes  here. 

No  knew  him  non  hi  sight ; 
Bidene ; 

To  sw^  Ysonde  bright^ 
As  forward  was  hem  Utvene. 

cm. 

Over  Temes  she  schuld  nde^ 

That  is  an  ann  of  the  te : 
— <<  To  the  schip  nde^ 

This  man  schal  here  me.*—* 
Tristrem  her  bar  that  tide. 

And  on  the  quen  fd  he. 
Next  her  naked  side 

That  mani  man  might  y  ae, 
San  sdiewe ; 

Hir  queynt  abouen  hir  kne. 
Naked  the  knightes  knewe. 


FYTTE  SECOND.  1J9 

CIV. 
In  water  thai  wald  him  sink^ 

And  wers  yif  thai  may ; 
— **  Ye  quite  him  ivd  his  swinke  ;''— 

The  quen  seyd  to  hem  ay ; 
— *^  It  8emeth  mete,v^Q  drink, 

Hadde  he  nought  mani  a  day 
For  pouerte  me  thenk,  I' 

He  fel  for  sothe  to  say, 


*•    IT  ^  t  anr^"* 


And  nede; 
Yeveth  him  gold,  Y  pray, 
He  may  bidde  god  me  spede.^-^ 

CV. 
Gold  thai  yoren  him  tfaare : 
The  oonstori  thai  bigan ; 

"swine,  ~ 
Sehe  was  giltles  woman ; 

on  to  schip  me  bare. 
The  knightes  seighe  wele  than ; 
What  so  his  wiUe  ware, 
Ferli  n^;fae  he  wan, 
Sothe  thing: 

So  neigbe  com  never  man,  | 
Bot  mi  kvd  the  king.***-— 


1  jO  SIB  TRISTKEM, 

CVL 
Swete  Ysonde  hath  awOTUy 

Hir  a^esae,  that  miri  may ; 
To  hir  thai  had  jeont^ 

Hot  yren  Y  say ; 
The  kmghtcB  were  Worn ; 

FcHT  hir  tho  praicLsn  dial : 
The  }rren  sche  faadde  yborn^ 

Ac  Mark  fbryare  that  day^ 
And  dede ; 

Meiiadok 
F€»>fillem  his  faSs  lede. 

CVII.      ^    -N 
Ysonde  is  grauiited^clene^ 

Meriadok  maiigre  Uia ; 
Never  er  nas  the  qu^ne^ 

So  wele  with  Mark  Y  wis ; 
Tristrem  withouten  w^ie^ 

liito  Wales  he  is ; 
In  bataile  he  hath  ben^ 

And  fast  he  fratnei^  fhisy 
Right  thare : 

For  he  ne  may  Ysonde  ki 
Fight  he  K^ughl  ay  'wharc. 
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off  Urgan's  right  hand ;  but  the  giant  continiies  the 
encounter  with  his  left.  6.  7*-^Urgan>  being  hard 
pressed^  flies  to  his  castle.  Sir  Tristrem  seises,  and 
rides  off  with,  the  bloody  hand.  Urgan,.  returning 
with  potent  salves,  to  reunite  his  hand  to  the  stumps 
finds  that  Tristrem  has  carried  it  away.  The  giant 
pursues  Tristrem,  and  overtakes  him  upon  a  bridge, 
where  the  baftde  is  rfnewed  in  presoice  of  a-multitade 
of  spectators.  8.  0. — Urgan  presses  Tristrem  hard, 
and  cleaves  his  shield :  but  Tristrem,  avoiding  his  next 
blow,  thrusts  him  through  the  body ;  in  the  agony  of  • 
death  he  springs  over  the  bridge.  1 0. 1 1.— Triamonr, 
in  requital  of  Tristrem's  valour,  resigns  to  him  the 
sovereignty  of  Wales,  and  presents  him  with  a  beau- 
tiful whelp,  called  Peticrewe,  the  colours  of  which  are 
red,  green,  and  blue.  The  generous  warrior  bestows 
the  kingdom  of  Wales  upon  Blaunche  Flour,  daughter 
of  Triamour ;  and  sends  the  beautiful  and  wcmdrous 
coloured  dog  to  the  fair  Ysonde. 

SlanzM  IS.  IS.  14L«^The  &me  of  Tristrem*^  exploits 
1  having  readied  the  cotut  ofToniwal},  his  uncle  h^ 
^  comes  Kcon^ed  to  him,  and  invHeshimbocktoiBoart. 
Markplacesour  hero  in  the  oflk)et>f  grand  steward; 
but  an  his  benefits  are  unable  to  counterbaknee  the 
effects  of  the ''drink  of  might."  The  amours  of  Tris- 
iiem  and  Ysonde  recommence,  and  are  again  dhsco ver- 
ed  by  King  Mark^  who  banishes  his  wife  and  nephew 
irongt  his  dominions.    15.  l6.— Tlie  lovers  fly  to  a  \ 

Ibresif,  overjoyed  at  the  freedom  which  they  had  pur-  \ 

/ 
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rhtifwi  by  Ifcejr  ffldi»>  Thejr  reside  in  an  «u*tb-b0iue» 
«r  eauwco,  fotittstuig  on  tbe  vfinuon  which  Tikftiflni, 
with  hit  hounds,  Pelkrewe  end  HiklaHi*  ^oiiiifes  In 
Ihe  dlmoB.  17.  lH*  l9.-^I!he  csveni,  sade  in  old 
tinea  bf  liie  f^nto^  forms  their  dwellMg,  both  ia  wh^^ 
tar  end  ainuiKr.  The  life  of  Triifrcm  and  Yaonde  is 
described  aa  deveid  of  every  accoi^modatioii,  bat  al« 
iM]|(hly  lave  auppliea  all  Iheir  wants*  They  dweil  in 
the  fooeat  a  tweivwonthj  saving  three  weeks.  SO. 
^1.— *Tii8trem»  having  slain  a  deer,  and  bnwght  itio 
tbeeaweniy  £dl8  asleep  by  the  side  of  Ysonde;  hsving 
accidentally  laid  betwixt  them  the  naked  swocd,  with 
whidi  he  had  probably  been  flaying  the  animaL  The 
iuag«f  Geniwall  hapfieiiiqg  that  day  to  hunt  in  the 
fims^  his  retiime  diaoover  the  lovees  sleeping  in  this 
peatiiee.  £9.  23.--*The  bunteas  rebte  what  they  had 
aeen  to  Mack,  who  visits  the  cavern.  AannbeasBwas 
daistix^tbroii^  a  crauny  of  the  rock,  fiill  on  the  beau* 
tifiil  oountenance  of  Ysonde,  and  her  charms  renew 
the  paasian  of  the  weak  prince.  He  stops  the  crevice 
with  hiagl^e,  lest  the  repose  of  the  lovely  slomberer 
elMuldbedistiubed;  and  aigueSy  from  the  eaanaleir^ 
tfneBstance  of  the  drawn  swoed,  that  no  undue  eom« 
aatmiratioa  subsisted  betwixt  Tristrem  and  Yaoode* 
His  obaequioustmin  assent  to  this  reaaamng.  24.^. 
--•The  lovers  awake  when  the  Itmg  ia  departed,  and 
aee  eurprised  to  find  his  well-known  glove.  A  party 
nf  kai^ts  arrive  to  conduct  them  to  Mark,  to  whom 
they  9xe  once  more  fully  reconciled. 
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SiamBos  2&  27*  ^^8. 29* — The  dwairf  spies  tke  queen  and 
Tristarem  at  a  readeE^aoM,  and  apprises  King  Mark* 
The  king  comes  upon  the  lovers  so  suddenly^  that 
Tristrem  is  compelled  to  By,  leaving  Ysonde  bdrnkL 

•  His  lamentation  at  separating  fiiom  the  queen.  He  is 
in  vain  pursued  by  Mail's  retinue^  who  find  no  one 
but  the  queen  upon  the  spot,  where  they  expected  to 
detect  the  lovers.  They  maintain^  in  the  very  ftee 
of  the  unfottonate  Mark,  that  his  eyesight  had  de- 
ceived him ;  and  he  himself^  seeming  satisfied  that 
this  must  have.been^the  c^ue^  jceceives  Ysonde  again 
into'fiivour. 

Skttuas  50. 31.^-Tnstrem4  during  his  banishmoity  en- 
gages in  the  most  desperate  enterprises.  HetiaverBes 
Spain,  where  he  slays  three  giants.    Fvom^Spain  he 
goeato  Ermonicy  where  he  is  joyfully  received'by  his 
vassals^'the  sons  of  his  old  tutor,  Rohand.  They  offer 
to  restore  to  him  his  hereditary  domimons,  which  he 
-    declines  to  receive.     32.— ^Tristrem  arrives  in  Bri-^ 
'    tanny,  where  he  assists  the  duke  of  that  country  in 
his  wars.    By  the  valour  of  our  hero,  the  contest  is 
soon  ended.    Tristrem  is  introduced  to  the  lovely 
daughter  of  the  duke.  This  lady  bears  the  samenam^lg^ 
}  with  tlie  queen  of  Com  wall;  but,  fiirdistinctioB,  iscaU- 1\  v\ 
f   ediYmmde nM  the  whiie hand,   S3.  84.  35.— lYistrem  Ui^ 
V   having  made  a  song  on  the  beauty  of  the  queen  of  ^ 
Comwfill,  theprincessof  Biitanny,  from  the  similarity 
of  names,  is  led  to  believe  him  her  lover,  and  com^ 
mimicates  her  mistake  to  her  father.  The  duke  offers 
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'  TnrtKmihe  banded  his  danghter.  Tristicm  begins 

'  toraflectuponhisownduaBtrovflataatioii,  u]poiil]ie 
imposnbility  of  again  seeing  Yaonde  of  Ireland,  and, 
iinally,  upon  the  u^wfiifaiess  of  their  conneetioD. 
The  resiik  of  these  reflections  is  a  resolixdon  to  es- 
pouse Ysonde  ^Hth  the  white  hand,  whom  he  loves 
die  more  on  account  of  her  name.  They  ore  betroth- 
ed and  mairied ;  but,  iM  they  pass  to  the  bridal  ^am- 

-   ber,  the  ring,  given  to Tristrem  by  thequeenof  Corn- 
wall, drops  from  his  €nger.    S&  ^7«— •This  aoddenli 
vacails  to  his  mind  all  the_fldeH^.iif  ..Ysfln4^  of  Ire-I 
land,.aDd  the  dai^r  in  whidi  she  has  been  placed 
vjm  his  accilgnt:  his  heart  reproadies  him  with  the  i 
fidsehoodof  wMdi  he  is  guilty^  which  he  resolves  to  \ 
prosecnte  no  fardier.  The  lovdy  Ysonde  of  Britanny 

*   semains  a  virgin,  though  a  wi£e. 

iStawzatf  3d.  S9l  4a-^The  duke  4^  Britanny  bestows  up- 
<mltisti«matniotof  temtory,  divided  by  an  arm  of 
the  sea  ftam  the  domains  of  a  powef&l  and  savage 

'  giant,  celled  Beliagog.  The  old  doke  charges  his  son- 
in-law,  to  beware,  lest,  while  hundng,  he  pass  the 
boundary  of  his  own  lands,  and  incur  the  resentment 
of  Ris  dreadful  neighbour,  who  had  been  brother 
(most  probably  brother-in-arms)  to  Morgan,  to  Ur- 
gan,  and  to  the  ''noble  knight,  Moraunt,"  all  of  whom 
had  fidlen  by  the  sword  of  Tristrem*  This  prudent 
counsel,  as  will  readily  be  believed,  only  ezdtes  the 
knight  to  pay  Beliagog  a  speedy  vint.  41. 4£.  43.-^ 
follows  his  hounds  into  the  territory  of  the 
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giaal^  wi»  iiimiedMtely  appeum ;  and,  letamb^  the 
nane.  «£  tbe  bdd  kilvttier,  nMohr«8  to  ayoiiipe  Ae 
dBBA  of  Us  brcdnett.  XdsHrem  bids  kmi  dufiMnc, 
flBd  avovB  his  inteatnii  of  approprialipg  to  Umdf 
the^wUbiirait  44u  45.  4IL^-Bdiagi^  inob  a  dart 
at  Ttiftiam,  whicL  pases  bdmzt  las  luHibok  and 
aide.  Tnstran  cLases  iHth  tiie  giant,  and  both  ight 
naaadlsr.  lis  fcnigfat  at  ]cD||*th  cuts  off  Bdk^iog's 
foot  ;*aiid  the  giant  begs  amcy;  pwmiwng  to  deKfcr 
iiphMtreasuresiidlandstolVisteBik  TnstBemi^aKS 
fabHfe^  4m  condition  he  shsii  build  a  hall  inhonoar  of 
Ysonde  and  BssBgwain.  47*  4A.  49.«>**Beli^gQg  cen- 
daots  Tnstsem  toa  castie,  aamunded  with  amoat^  <Hr 
isther  lake,  the  andeat  streng-lMM  of  his  baefirtiHars : 
lie  shews  tibs  knight  a  fold,  by  liditdi  he  magr  enter  to 
it  at  pleasure.  Hete  Aepfrsposed  slmctuse  is  iwffan ; 
workmen  are  sent  for  from  all  quarters,  to  labour,  un^ 
derdie  dliectien  of  Bciisgog,  in  ^MnstmctJog  a  mmg^ 
nificeBtjhall.  50^pi-Jn  the  hall  is presentody  m  seulp- 
toxe,  the  wiiob  historj  ef  Tristsem :  Yeande  and 
BsBHgwain,  Mark  and  Jferiadokt  Updain  and  Feti* 
cpewe,  with  Ae  oombat  of  Tristram  and  BfUsy^  are 
.  all  jfpiwswnled  to  dse  li£e. 

SianzMs  51. 52. 5&  Si.«*-I>dke  Flmcntin  ofBritsmy,  at- 
tended  by  Tristnem  and  htswifis,  and  by  Ganhardin, 
his  son,  sets  oat  fbr  die  town  of  fit  Matthiens,  to  be 
{Nresent  at  the  q[>lBndid  nnpdals  of  a  bamn,  named 
BoDifiis,  and  a  lady  of  Lyons.  On  the  road,  a  nasof 
obsenration  of  Ysoode  betrays  to  Ganhaxdin  Tris- 
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trem'i  fiwgleet  ef  his  mteir*«  channs.  55.  i&  57^— 
Ckuihavdin,  ffl  ed  wkh  extreme  Mtentment  «t  tilt  slight 
put  upon  his  fimily^  eicpeeitaUteswniaily  with  Tris- 
trem  <m  hk  eKtraov^Unary  oondvc^  tevards  Ms  wife. 
TriBHem^Bswers  haughtily,  tihatyfiiiice  she  hat  betimy- 
ed  this  matriinonial  secret,  he  renounces  herlbr  ever, 
and  that  he  will  return  to  his  first  love,  a  lady  three 
times  more  beavtiiWi  than  Tsoiide  of  Britamiy.  5S.P— * 
This  eavalierdecfaHration,  j  oiitd,  pofhapay  to  TriMieai's 
ledofibled  frtowess,  fMwduees  upon  Gaiihairdin  a  very 
^Hti^nrent  eSeot  from  what  might  have  been  expected* 
His  curiosity  is  isttrongly  excited  concerning  the  ttn- 
Imowii  beauty  of  whom  Tristrem  had  boasted,  and, 
lay&ig  wdt  his  reaentment,  he  beoomesdie  fttendof 
ourhero,  aadUietMuityoonfidaHtofhisvaioiurs.  SQ. 
60.*^Tristt«ni  coBduoiy  Ganhan^din  towaada  fats  aiar- 
vellatts  caatle.  The  Breton  piincei  ihidiii^^uiiiaelf  in 
thedonimonaof  BeUi^g,  beoemeaappveheBaivetbat 
TriatreM  is  leading  him  to  death.  Triatreui  explains 
to  him  that  the  ghmt  IS  become  hi^  vassal ;  aeoording- 
ly,  Bdiagog  attends  him  at  Ins  call,  leaning  upon  a 
crotch.  61.^. — The  giant,  «tl>iatrem'a  command, 
udiers  the  kxnghts  into  the  splendid  hidl,  wfaidi  had 
been  constructed  in  honour  of  Ihe  queen  of  Cornwall*. 
The  beauty  of  Ysonde  and  Bsengwain,  as  represented 
tn  sculpture,  |»^iioes  sni^  an  effect  en  Oanhamlin, 
that,  staggenng  biidcwards»  he  falls  and  breaks  his 
head.  68.  64^-— When  Ganfaardin  reeovers  from  his 
ecataey,  and  again  beholds  the  fidruree,  especially  that 
ef  Brengwain,  who  is  represented  with  the  fatal  cup 
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in  her  hand^  he  finnkly  admowledgesy  that  the  faeM^ 
of  Ysonde  is  fiur  superior  to  that  of  his  sisfcer  ;  that 
Tristrem  is  perfecdy  justifiable  in  erery  point  of  his 
conduct;  and  that  he  himself  is  so  deeply  wounded 
by  the  beauty  of  Brengwain,  that  he  must  see  her^  or 
perifllL 

Siama  65.-^TriBtrem  and  Ganhaidin  setouttogetiber  finr 
England,  and  the  former  promises  the  Breton  his  ut« 
most  interest  to  fiivour  his  suit  with  Brengwain.  66«-— 
A  new  character  is  introduced.  This  is  Canados,  coo« 
stable  to  King  Maifk^  and  aloverof  Ysonde;  for  that 
good  monarch  was  very  unlbrtunate  in  his  dboioe  of 
fiiTOUzites.  67*  6S. — Canadosyheariiig  the  queen  sing 
one  of  the  lays  which  Txistrem  had  composedf  dis- 
courteously interrupts  her,  and  assures  her  that  she  is 
wrong  i]^  doing  so ;  first,  because  her  notes  resemble 
die  cries  of  an  owl,  or  the  howling  of  a  storm ;  and, 
secondly,  because  Tiistrem,  to  whose  compositiena 
she  is  so  partial,  has  pro  ved  fiJse  to  her,  and  married 
the  daui^iter  of  the  duke  of  Britannyl  ^  '/O-. 
Ysonde  upbraids  Canados  as  a  slanderous  coward, 
lodb  him  with  curses  and  reproadies,  piays  that  he 
may  thrive  as  ill  in  every  future  suit  as  widi  her,  and 
hkn  fivsn  her  presence.  71.  7S*— The  queen, 
at  the  intelligenoe  she  has  received,  rides 
to  the  wood  with  Brengwain,  to  sooth  her  melancholy. 
Tristrem,andhi8Complaisantbrotber-in-law,Ganhar- 
din,  arrive  in  the  same  forest,  and  perceive  the  ladies. 
73. 74.  75.— Tristrem  sends  Ganhardin  with  the  ring, 
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flsatoken^toYMiide.  Meanwhfle^thedogPeCicrewe 
recogniaes  his  fonner  mutar,  and  &wna  upon  him. 
Ysonde,  Icrning  by  Ganhardin's  message^  and  by 
the  token  ofthe  ring,  that  Tiistrem  IB  at  handy  nsolves 
totake  up  her  abode  in  the  forest  for  thatnight.  76. 
—The  qneeUf  under  pretence  of  indisposition,  causes 
her  train  to  pitdi  their  tents  in  the  wood.  She  is  re- 
oottcQed  to  Sir  Tristrem,  and  Brengwain  is  betrothed 
to  Sir  Ganhardin. 

Stanzas  77.  78.-*After  dwelling  two  days  in  the  forest, 
they  are  nearly  surprised  by  Canados,  who,  in&nned 
by  a  spy  of  what  had  happened,  comes  with  the  whole 
finroe  of  the  country  to  make  his  rival  prisoner.  Tria- 
tremand  Ganhardin  are  lyprised  of  their  danger  by 
the  Ikithiul  GouvemayL  They  are  compdled,  by 
the  number  of  the  assailantB,  to  fly  in  dififarent  di- 
rections. 79.— Ysonde  is  carried  back  to  court  by 
Canados,  who  boasts  that  Tristrem  durst  not  stand 
againsthim.  The  queen  and  Brengwain  upbraid  him 
Utterly.  80.  SI.  <gw— Ganhardin  having  fled  to  Bri- 
tanny,  Tristrem  remains  alone  in  Cornwall,  disguised  \\ 

r  as  abeffl[fe».with**  cup  iml  ilappe^^-ffwould  seem  :\ 
i  Brengwain  disapproves  of  his  conduct,  and  threatens 
to  betray  his  interviews  with  Ysonde.  Far,  however, 
fiom  doing  so,  Ysonde's  fidtfaful  confidante  points  out 
to  Mark  the  danger  which  he  ran  from  the  presump- 
tuous love  of  Canados  to  his  queen.  88.-— King  Mark, 
enraged  at  the  insolence  of  his  constable,  banishes 
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'  him  from  his  court;  and  the  qpieqiyWHWiKik^ 
attOKltnty  admifei  her  dextetky  in  lying. 

SUmstoB  ak  65<^-»*In  •  coftTenatbB  betwMB  Braoiprain 
and  Yaoode^  the  qiufii  inndieataa  tba  eounge  of  her 
lovar,  irhoaeaniatohaveamA  hi  baK^^aiB'aepinion 
sinoB  die  laat  adyemare  in  the  loraat  Brengwaia  ia 
pramfled  an  to  inftrodiice  him  thai  night  to  tfie  (|iiaen'a 
chamber :  in  discharging  this  oflleey  she  upbraida  him 
for  retreating  precipitately  with  Ganhardin  before 

■  Ihdr  enemies.  Tzistrem  rcpliee^  by  demriag  that  a 
tonmamcnt  mi^t  be  prodaiBsed^  in  which  hia  Ino- 

'  dier-ai-kw  and  he  might  vindicate  thrir  rqputafcien. 
8&  87««**The  toumament  being  annoimoed«  Canadoa 
and  Mariadi^  undertake  the  part  ef  dhatteagera. 
CUnhaidin  retnma  frem  Britaony  to  join  TristroD; 
they  take,  as  maj  readily  be  guessed,  the  opposite 
side  fttom  Canadoa*  When  the  eneounter  commflDoeBy 
Tristrem,  remembering  his  old  qnarrel  with  the  tale- 
betting  Meriaddc,  attacks  and  wounds  him  desperate- 
ly. 8gr  89.  90«-*.A  sharp  and  dubieva  conflict  takea 
place  betwiact  Canadoa  and  Ganhardin^  tSl  Tristzem, 
coming  to  the  assistance  of  his  bitither-*at4urm8y  un« 
horses  and  slays  Ida  antagonist  Thia  Uaody  tenni- 
nation  of  the  juata  eccaaiona  a  general  commotion^  of 
which  Tristiem  avaib  himself  to  take  Tengttuioa  <m 
hisenspiiee.  With  the  assJatimffe  of  Gwihardii^  he 
slays  and  routs  all  Aat  withatand  him,  imd  the 
''  courtly  tale-carriers  are  ahamefiilly  wtrsted." 

8 
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SianzM  91. 9S.  93. — Brengwain  rejoices  in  the  defeat  of 
her  enemies.  Tristrem  and  Ganhardin  retire  to  Bri« 
tanny.  Here  Tristrem  is  aceosted  by  a  joungknight^ 
wearing  no  shoes^  who  had  sought  him  for  a  long  time. 
This  young  warrior,  whose  name  is  also  Tristrem, 
thro^V  himself  at  the  feet  of  our  BSfo;  andl)eseeche3 
his  assiAakfceln  a  perilous  adventure.  A  knight  has 
bereaved  him  oi  his  lady*  The  ravisher,  with  his 
seven  brethren,  and  seven  other  knights,  are  to  escort 
their  prize,  upon  that  very  day,  to  some  place  of  se- 
curity ;  the  suppliant  knight  pn^poses  to  his  namesake 
to  assist  him  in  her  rescue.  Tristrem  readily  assents. 
94.  95.-— The  two  knights  arm  themselves,  and  pi^ 
pa^  for  battle ;  they  attack  the  party  of  ravishers, 
on  a  ''  lee  beside  a  forest"  Tristrem,  the  yoiinger,  /  < 
is  soon  slain ;  our  her«  avenges  his  death,  and  slays 
the  fifteen  knights.  In  this  batde  he  receives  an  arrow 
in  his  old  wound. 


/ 


/ 


Here  the  Anchinleck  MS.  abruptly  concludes ;  the 
remainder  of  the*  Romance  being  torn  away. 
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I. 

In  Wales  thi9  WM  a  king, 

That  hig^  Tnamoiur ; 
He  had  a  douj^iter  jringe, 

Was  hotea  Blaunche  Fkmr ; 
Urgaa  mth  gret  weiing,: 

Biseged  ham  in  his  tour. 
To  winne  th^t  svete  thing, 

And  bring  hir  to  his  boiir, 
With  light ; 

Tristrem  yriiJ^  gret  honour, 
Bicom  the  kinges  knight.  - 
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II. 
TJrgan  gan  Wales  held, 

.  With  wrong,  for  sothe  to  say ; 
Oft  and  unseide, 

Of  Triaroour  tok  he  pray : 
Triamour  to  Tristrem  teld, 

Opon  a  somers  day, 

Wales  he  wald  him  yeld, 

Gif  he  it  winne  may, 

Right  than; 
Tristrenurithontfin  nay. 
With  were,  Wales  wan- 

III. 
Tristrem, mette  Urgan, 

In  that  feld  to  fight; 
To  him  seyd  he  than. 

As  a  douhti. knight, 
~^^  Thou  alough  mi  brother  Moigan, 

At  the  mete  ful  rigfal ; 
As  Y  am  douhti  man, 

His  deth  thou  bist  tp  night, 
My.fo^'*— 

Tristrem  6eyd  af^ht,  > 
**  So  kepe  Y  the  to  slo.'' 
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IV. 
Tuelyc  fete  was  the  wand, 

ThatUrgan  wald  with  play ; 
His  strok  may  no  man  stand, 

Perly  yif  Tristrem  may  ; 
THstrem  vantage  find. 

His  dobbe  fel  oway ; 
And  of  tfie  geauntes  hand, 

Tristrem  smot,  that  day. 
In  lede : 

Tristrem,  for  sothe  to  say, 
The  geaunt  gert  he  blede. 

V, 

Urgan  al  m  tene, 

Paught  with  his  left  hand ; 
Oyain  Tristrem  kene, 

A  stem  stroke  he  fand, 
Opon  his  heime  so  schene, 

That  to  the  ground  he  wand, 
Bot  up  he  stirt  bidene, 

And  heried  godes  sand,* 
Almight ; 

Tristrem  with  his  brand. 
Fast  gan  to  fight 

^  perii^S  «  God'f  a«m"  i.  e.  God'«  ambwador. 
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VI. 

The  get^imt  aroiune  he  Hode, 
Hi»licmdh0  ftint  Y  wis; 

He  fleiglie  as  h»  vere  wode, 
Ther  ihat  the  castel  is ; 
,  Tristrem  ti;ad  in  d»e  bJod, 

I 

I .      And  fond  the  hond  that  was  his ; 
Oway  Siihr  TnstDem  ypde; 
The.geauimk  eou  with  tfaisy 

And  sought, 
To  hde  his  honde  that  was  his. 
Salves  hiHlde  he  IxDOght. 

vn. 

Urgan  the  geaunt  unride 

AiUr  Sir  Tristrem  waa^ 
The  cuntre  far  and  wide, 

Y-gadred  wan  bi  than; 
Tristrem  thought  thai;  tide, 

~«^  Y  teke  that  me  gode  an  ^ — 
On  a  brigge  he  gan  sAide ; 

Bihdd  ther  mani  a  man ; 
Thai  mette : 

Urgan  to  T^tittm  nm, 
And  grimli  there  dftld^ret. 


i 
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vin. 

Strokes  of  miehel  mighty 

Thai  ddfen  hem  bitvene;;- 
That  tixoUfch  hir  brkli^  bright^ 

Her  broths  blode  was^  gene ; 
Tristrem  faught  as  a  kiiiglM^ 

A&it  UrgaA  al  in  timy 
Yaf  him  »  Bttck  unlight ; 

His  sdield  he  de£  inV^eae^ 
Atvo; 

Tristn^m  wiihoiiten  irette^ 
Nas  never  itre  ^  wb. 

IX. 
Eft  Uigan  smet'  wiHi  mam^ 

Aiid  o#  that  stitik  he  im^  $ 
Tristrem  sthot  ogayn, 

'  -       -        .        , 

And  thiirch  his  body  he  dkreste ; 
Urgan  tepe  ta^ssn,   • 

Ouer  the  bregge  he  deste : 
Tristrem  hath  Urgan  slain, 

That  al  the  cuntre  wist, 
WithwiUe; 

The  king  iho  Tridtrem  kitt. 
And  Wales  tho  yeld  him  tille. 
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X. 

The  king  a.vfilp  he^wtMlgiit). 

What  odour  he  was  wrought^ 

Now  ichil  you  sdiewe ; 
Silke  uas  non  so  soft^ 

He  was  rede,  grene,  and  blewe ; 
Thai  that  him  seighen  oft. 

Of  him.hadde  gamen  and  glewe, 
Y  wis; 

His  name  was  Peticrew^ 
Of  him  was  michel  priis 

XI. 

The  king  Triamour, 

Yaf  him  Tristrem  the  hende ; 
For  he  brought  out  of  dolour, 

Him  and  al  his  kende ; 
Tristrem  with  gret  honour, 

Kidde  that  he  was  hende ; 
He  yaf  to  Blaunche  Flour, 

Wales  withouten  wende, 
Bidene ; 

And  Peticrewe  he  gan  sende. 
To  dame  Yonde  the  quene. 


m 
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XII. 

Tsonde,  withbutenJesv ' 

Tho  hje  the  irelp  had  sam» 
That  sdie  had  made  his  pet, 

She  senC  wDrd  ogajn ; ' 
Marke  herd '  hou  it  weel^ 

Tbftt  Urgmi  had'he«lajn  ; 
Messaagers  he  dies,    '  L  ' 

Tristrem  fcfr  tafirain,^ 
That  fre:;         . 

Marke  was  ferly  faiii^    > 
And  Tristrem  kisi  he. .. 

XIIL 

Marke  gan  Triatrkn  calle, 

And  toke  Um  al  bidenej 
Cities,  castelsaHe^ 

Steward  a»  be  hadde  bene  t 
Who  was  blithe  in  haile, 

Bot  Ysofide  the'qnen ;  " 
Hou  so  it'  ischtild  bi  falle. 

Thai  pkyden  ai  bituene^ 
Tho  tvo ; 

So  long  of  love  thai  mehe, 
That  Marke  seighe  it  was  9o» 
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XIV. 

Marke  seigfa^  hou  it  i% 

Wliat  Icnre  ivte  hem  bitveiie ; 
Certes.lhiB  lEhoii|^t  wan  hb, 

Ful  wele  swvsken  to  hsn ; 
He  deped  Triatrem  with  Ait^ 

And  hi  toke  his  die  qileiH^ 
And  flemed  hem  both  Y  V9%. 

Out  of  his^d^ie  sene^ 
Away;  I 

Blither  with  outen  wene. 
Never  ner.nar  thai. 

XV. 

A  forest  fl^  thai  liUe^ 

Tristrem  iiid  Ysoiide  (he  iBobene ; 
No  hadde  thai  no  won  to  willa^ 

Bot  the  wode  ao  gtmie : 
Bi  holtes  ai^  bi  hiUe^ 

Fore  Tristrem  and  tlie  qOaae ; 
Yflonde  of  joie  hiith  hor  fiUe^ 

And  Tristrem  withoutcn  wcttie, 
As  thar^; 

So  bJttli^al  hi  dene, 
Nar  thai  never  ai:^. 
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XVI. 

Tristrem  and  Aol  teay^ 

Wer  A&mA  for  her  ded^; 
Hodain  soth  t0  dfty, 

And  Pe^itgowe  iviA  hem  jede : 
In  on  ethe  hous  thai  ky ; 

Tho  rachecr  i«i A^  hem  thiti  lede ; 
Tristrem  heinl  taught  o  4ay, 

destfea  ta  tak  at  ned^, 
Anhnt; 

In  that  i»e^  fede, 
Tristrem  Rodain  gaii  chast. 

j .  XVII. 

/  \Tri8trem  ii4th  itodaM 
\    I   A  wilde  best  h^  slotigh ; 
In  on  erthe  house  thai  lafn, 

Ther  hstiA^  ikai  joie  y-^nongh  ; 
Etenes,  bi  old  dayn, 

Had  wrought  it  withouten  wough ; 
Ich  night  soth  to  sam^ 
Ther  tit  diai  bethe  diougb, 

With  ttnght ; 
UiKter  vftdde  bought 
Thai  knewen  day  and  night. 


IM  SIK  TRISTKBM- 

XVIIL 
In  winter  it  was  hate, 

In  somer  it  waa  cold  ; 
Thai  hadden  a  d^m  ^t, 
,    Thfit.  jdiai  no  mpn  toid  ; 

m 

No  hadde  thai  no  wines  wat» 

No.  ale  that  waa^  old. 
No  no  gode  mete  thai  at, 

Thai  hadden  al  that  thai  wolf^ 
With  wille ; 

For  love  ich  other  hihalt,. 
Her  non  n^ght  of  other  fiUe. 

XIX. 

Tristrem  on  an  hiUe  stode. 

As  he  bifom  hadde  mett ; 
He  fond  a  wele  ful  gode, 

Al  white  it  was  the  grete, 
Ther  to  Tristrem  yode, . 

And  h^ide  Ysonde  the  swete ; 
That  was  al  her  fode, 

And  wild  flesche  thai  ete, 
Andgras; 

Swiche  joie  hadde  thai  never  yete, 
Tuelmoneth  thre  woukes  las. 
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Tristrem  on  a  day, 

Tok  Hodaiu  wel  eriy  ; 
A  best  he  tok  to  praj, 

Bi  a  darn  sly; 
He  £ght  it  withouten  nay^ 

And  horn  it  brought  an  heighe ; 
Aslepe  Ysonde  lay ; 

Tristrem  him  layd  hir  bi» 
The  quen ; 

His  sward  he  drough  titly^ 
And  laid  it  hem  Utvene. 

XXI. 

An  hert  Marke  at  ran, 

Opon  that  ilke  day ; 
Hb  hunters  after  wan, 

A  path  tho  founden  thai ; 
Tristrem  seighen  hye  than,. 

And  Ysonde,  sothe  to  say ; 
Seighe  thai  never  swiche  man» 

No  non  so  fair  a  may> 
With  sight ; 

Bitven  hem  ther  lay^ 
A  drawen  swerd  wel  bright. 
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The  hunters  waitieif  ri^, 

AndteldMMcelMaeBt^ 
The  leuedi  nd  tb«  Knigirit, 

Both  Morke  hatb  stftie^ 
He  kii9W  hen  vnI  bi  sights 

The  srw)efd  }ay  hem  bitum^; 
A  Sonne  bem  ftd  bright, 

Schdn  opon  the  queae. 
At  ft  bore ; 

On  h&t  fyo^  fio  lAliene, 
And  Marke  re#ed  ther  tcii^, 

XXIII. 

His  glove  he  put  ther  imie. 

The  Sonne  to  were  oway ; 
Wrethe  Mat^Ee  gm  winne^ 

The»  seyd — ^^  Wei  ay, 
Yif  thai  wereii  in  onne, 

Nought  so  thai  no  lay, 
Lo  bon  thai  live  atuinne ; 

Thai  no  hede  nought  of  swiche  play, 

The  knigbtes  seyden  ay, 
— "  For  trewe  love  it  is."-— 
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Tho  waked  Tristrem  <he  trewe, 

And  swete  Yarade  the  adbene ; 
The  glove  oiRiv)r  4hiuL  dxewe. 

And  seydea  hem.  UlrveQe ; 
For  Ifimkei  thai  it  knewe. 

Thai  v^  he  bad  ther  bene ; 
Tho  mm  hfst  joie  al  newe. 

That  he  hem  hadde  ysene, 

Willi  ^ght; 
With  that  wm  kvightes  keiie, 
To  fedie  tho  to  {id  jri(^ 

XXV. 

To  court  were  •comen  tho  to. 
That  in  the  fcnteat  wefe : 

Marke  kist  YaonAe  th9» 
And  Xristvom  trese-fine.-. 

No  mre  tthia  iQi^er  ap  d^oe  ;- 
Tristrem  the  hftifif  gw  iOy 
Swiftly  £>r  4o  ataiB, 

AatWMCl^: 
Of  lore  <whp  wii  J^lse, 

Liften  npw  the^DDUIlde. 
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XXVI. 
So  bifel  bidene, 

Opon  a  flomers  daj, 
Tristrem  and  the  quen, 

Stalked  to  her  play. 
The  duerwe  hem  hath  sene ; 

To  Marke  gan  he  saj, 
— "  Sir  king,  with  outen  wene, 

Thi  wiif  is  now  owaj, 
And  thi  knight ; 

Wende  fast  as  thou  may, 
Of  take  him  yif  thou  might - 

XXVII. 
Marke  king  after  ran ; 

That  thai  bothe  y  se ; 
Tristrem  seyd  than, 

— **  Ysonde,  schent  er  we ; 
For  tl^n^ht^  that  we  can. 

For  hole  no  may  it  be  ;**— 
Nas  never  so  $on  man, 

Tristrem  than  was  he, 
That  hende ; 

— "  For  dout  of  deth  Yfle, 
In  sorwe  and  wo  Y  wende. 
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XXVIII. 
«<  Y  fle  for  dout  of  detb, 

Y  der  no  kng  abide; 
In  wo  mi  liif  to  lede, 

Bi^tlM  forektes  side  ;^— « 
X  ring  YaoHOe  him  bede, 

To  tokening  at  that  tide ;     * 
He  fleighe  forth  in  gret  drede. 

In  wode  him  for  to  hide, 
Bidene ; 

To  seken  him  fast  thai  ride ; 
Thai  founden  but  the  quen. 

XXIX. 

Tristrem  is  went  oway, 

As  it  nou^t  hadde  y  bene : 
For  thi  the  knightes  gan  say. 

That  wrong  Markes  had  sen ; 
For  her  than  prayd  thai,    - 

That  Marke  feryaf  the  quelle ; 
Tristrem  with  Ysonde  lay, 

That  night  with  outen  wene. 
And  wok,  * 

And  i^laiden  ay  l^tvene, 
His  leve  of  her  he  tok.   ' 
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Tristrem  ib  wait  ow0y^ 

WithouteA  copung^Qyaui ; 
And  siketh  for  sothe  to  f^n, 

With  aorwe  aad  nskhdi  pam ; 
Tristrem  fiureth  Hy, 

As  mw  tluit  wald  b#  ^jra ; 
Bothe  night  said  diuy, 

Figh^  fcuc  to  irain, 
That  fire ; 

GeauDilieis  he  4pi^  >U|fE)e. 

XXXI. 

Out  of  Spune  b(e  rad^, 

Robaiyle  soiies  to  se ; 
Gamea  and  Joie  tbati  made ; 

W^cpwJo  hiem  waci  Jj^ ; 
As  lord  he  ikpt  abwi^s 

As  i{o4^  ekU  ^d  bte ; 
Thai  bodeiVL  Im  Jand^  birade, 

Th«t  he  wm  hw  (he, 
He4hQU^t; 

He  seyd,~<^  Th^AJk  have  ye, 
Your  landes  kepe  Y  npnghiU  V- 
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XXXII. 

Into  Bretein  he  ches, 

Bioome  the  doiikes  knight : 
He  set  his  lond  m  pes^ 

-That  arst  was  ful  of  fight ; 
Al  that  the  doukes  wee, 

He  wan  oyain  with  right ; 
He  bede  him  with  outen  les, 

Hi6  donhter  that  was  bright^* 
In  land;.  —- »^  

That' maiden  Ysonde  hight,' 
With  the  White  Hand. 


XXXIII. 

Tristremes  love  was  strong, 

Onswete  Ysonde  the  quen ; 
Of  Ysonde  he  made  a  song, 
^     That.Bniig  Ysenda  hidpnej^ 
TSe  maiden  wende  al  wrong, 

Of.hir  it  iuidde  y  bene ;. 
Hir  wening  was  so  long. 

To  hir  fader  hye  gan  mene,' 
For  nede ; 

Ysonde  with  hand  schene, 
Tristrem  to  wive  thai  bede. 


■" 
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Trifltrem  a  wil «!  uwei 

Him  fbiindtfa  in  bii  tboiight  I 
—f'  Marke  nw  «la  lurth  fiiiM  i 

Wrong  he  htfh  cms  w«p«glit ; 
Icham  in  sgrwe  «ndl  pioi^ 

Thcr  tQ  fa jQ  hath  me  farougto ; 
Hir  loTe  Y  My  b  niQ0» 

Tbe  boI»  aejt  it  is  MMgibi 
With  i%ht  r-^ 

Thtt  Hiiidfln  moiw  he  aragh^ 
For  ache  Ywnde  Ught 


That  in  hb  herthe  fim^ 

And  ttemdj  ihoiighl  ht  aji ; 
Th9  fgrwaid  fittt  he  faaiid^ 

With  TB9i«k  Oitf  M^ 
With  th»  white  hand. 

He  spouaed  thm  d^  $ 
O  night  ioh  undarataaG^ 

To  hom»  wentan  thi& 
Onl»$4d0; 

TrirtfiQiift  ring  fr Ijo^amr 
As  men  to^^lMn)^  Um  l«d^ 
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JOLXVt 

Tristrem  biheld  ^bm  fbigy 

— ^"^  Oyain  me  fwidM  a  dftig'i 

Mdriift  1mi»  fold  Ai6  kbi^i 
With  MMuii  ixMiy  My 
Mine  hM  m#f  MottAa^toifai^,' 

Icb  Jittfv  tfltfMd  Mf  4(^ 
The  wioDgf  in^  A)  i]fi(  ittei^^'-^ 

TristMir  119  liMtd^  y^A^ 

WithheitM<tfeiltf#y 
He  aeyif^^^  TlUe^  dSM  (M«f^ 

Ba  ii  Y  Hq^Um  ^''^^ 
The  maiden  heitn'  bedi^, 

Tifithii^^aieirM'i^? 
The  idUkte  attfii*^ttt^  In  kd^  • 

Al  stille;^ 
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XXXVIII. 
Her  fiid^r  <m  a  day, 

Yaf  hem.londes  wide ; 
Fer  in  dAit  cuntray, 

Markes  were,  set  iHaide ; 
Bitvene  the  douke  thai  had  ben  ay, 

And  a  geaunt  unride ; 
No  most  ther  no  man  play. 

That  he  no  dede  him  abide, 
And  ^ht ; 

Lese^  he  schuld.  his  pride. 
Were  he  king  or  kni^t. 

—«  Tristrem,  Y  theforbedi^ 

For  the  love  of  me ; 
No  hunte  thou,  for  no  nede,. 

Biyond  the  fum  of  the  se; 
.  Beliagog  is  imrei^, 

A  stem  geaunt  is  he ; 
Of  him  thou  owest  to  drede; 

Thou  slough  his  brether  thre. 
In  fight ; 

Urgan  and  Morgan  unfre. 
And  Moraunt  thp  noUe  knight.^'r— 
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*^  Yif  thine  houndes  and  hiiKe  wd  hayre. 

And  oomen  oyain  to  the  ^i 
Also  be  thou  botiaire, 

When  hiB  hoimdea  oomen  to  the.**-^ 
The  foreet  was  wel  fiuie^ 

With  mmv  a  telly  tre; 
Trist^rdm  thought  repaire, 

Hou  80  it  ever  be, 
To  hide : 

— "  That  cuntre  wil  Y  se^ 
What  auoitour  so  bitide.  V« 


.Trist]»n  on  hunting  fad^ 

An  hert  chaci  bigan ; 
Ther  the  merkes  were  made. 

His  houndes  ouer  thai  ran ; 
The  water  was  bJalc  and  brade, 

Trisfxem  oom  as  a  man ; 
Ther  the  douke  #as  fade> 

Fast  he  folwed  than. 
Right  thare  ; 

He  blew  priis  as  he  can^ 
Thre  mot  other  mare.    • 


xui. 

And  ukel  iral  he  isP 
— <<  An  htmtiiig  Aer  ¥  tide, 

l^iitraoi  idi  hat  V  mi;'^*^ 
•  — -^<  O  tlMi  tloogh  Momunl  widi  pndt, 

Tristrem  artow  Abf 
And  setbdMi  Urgaa  iduMb^ 

Unkinde  were  cms  to  Idi^ 
As  kenne; 

Mende  thou  moit  tkiA  mis, 
Now  tiiou  ai  kmd  ait 


I 


XLUI. 
— «  Y  ikaigH  Vrgani,  Y  the  telle. 

So  hope  Y  the  to  ala; 
This  fimat  wiU  Y  &lk, 

Andcastd  wil  Yma; 
Her  ie  mm  to  duella, 

For  tfai  thia  tond  Y  U;*"*- 
The  geaimt  herd  that  qielle. 

For  thi  him  waa  fill  wa, 
Unwise; 

Sobitven  hemtiia. 
The  cuntek  gan  aiiee. 
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XLXV. 
Dartes  wd  uiarU^ 

Bdii^log  let  gflu  I 
Tristremes  liif  that  tUU^ 

¥%ri J  iiesghe  he  wan ; 
Bitvene  the  hauberk  aiid  flid^. 

The  dart  thurch  out  Mti ; 
Tristrem  bleynt  btride, 

Grod  he  thonked  than, 
Ahnight: 

^Mtretn  as  a  man^ 
Fast  he  gan  to  fight. 

XLV. 
Belii^og  the  bold. 

As  a  fende  he  fiiught ; 
Tristrem  life  neighe  he  sold, 

As  Tomas  hath  ous  tauj^t ; 
Tristrem  smot  as  God  wold^ 

His  fbt  of  at  a  draught ; 
Adoun  he  fel  j  fold. 

That  man  of  michel  mau^t, 
And  cride ; 

-^«^  Tristrem  be  we  sau^t. 
And  have  min  londes  wide. 
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XXYI. 
**  Ouer  comen  hasUKW,xs^ 

In  bataile  apd  in  figbte ; 
Helden  oyain^s  the,    . 

No  wil  Y  never  wi^  right ;" — 
His  tresour  lete  he  se« 

Tristrem  the  joofelg^  iHttgl^^; 
Tristrem  knewe  him  fre^ . 

Beliagog  in  hpight. 

Nought  lain; 

An  halle  t4;>  maken  him  bright. 
To  Ysonde  ai^d  Brengwain. 

XLVII. 

The  geaunt  hem  gan  lede, 

Til  he  fond  an  hald ; 
The  water  «dbout  yede^ 

It  was  his  eldren  hald. 
The  geaunt  bad  Tri^trem  belde 

With  masouns  that  were  bald ; 
Behagog  in  thai  nede, 

Fond  him  riche  i^ald. 
To  fine:. 

Ysonde  have  th^re  he  wald, 
'  Luffsum  under  .lii^e. 
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XL  VIII. 
The  geauiuhiitt  tiiii^t  that  tide, 

A' fiivd.ther. it  v^Si yare ; 
Thee  )hei  might  wel0;ri^ 

.When  hi*  ,wiU€^;Tta*e- 
In  the  hold  he  gaii;  him  hide, . 

:  Sejd  he  nMght  he  waB  duure ; 
Nold  he.  jtioUgb.t  Ipng.  abide, 
Oym  tho  giui  he  fare, 

Thatibe';  • 
.  At  tbe  i^tel^fortheriottr^  * 
His  werkmen  ^sfji  he  se. 

XLIX. 

Oyain  went  Tnstreni  than^;    ; 

BeUagqg  hadj^aasQCiiiis  aoug^it ; 
Tristrem  that  ji^^chdi  can, 

A  werk  hem  hath  y-brQUght ; 

Nasther  never  yete.Qia^,.    :■. 
l^hai  wist  what  other  wipi^pht ; 

Arere  when  thai  bcigan, 

Swiche  a  w^rk  was.noifght, , 

At  nede; 
Thei  id  men  h^de  it  thought 

It  nas  to  large  no  guede. ,,   . . 
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At  liis  des  in  the  hdUfl^ 

Swete  Yfonde  waft  wroii^; 
Hodain  and  Pen  Cm  to  cJle, 

The  drink  hou  Brengwain  Ixroug^t; 
Marke  y«€lad  in  palle, 

Asd  Meriadok  fid  of  thoi||^t ; 
So  liiflidie  wcKii  thai  alle^ 

Ymagea  aemed  it  nought. 
To  abide; 

And  Tmtrem  hou  he  fiuighty 
WithBeliagog 


LL 

So  it  bifid  acas, 

In  Seyn  Maliieuft  toun. 
That  a  fSiir  fSnt  waa, 

Of  lordes  of  renoun : 
A  baioun  that  hight  Bonifts, 

%)0U8ed  a  leuedi  of  Ly oun ; 
Ther  was  miche  aobs. 

Of  all  maner  soun, 
Andg^e; 

Of  minBtraLs  up  and  doun, 
Bifor  the  folk  bo  fre. 
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To  tfaflt  finrt  gan  fiwe ; 

With  hem  vode  Ysoacb  tiiaxc ; 
Her  lion  «  poik  sdip  IB, 

The  water  ker  wat  ay  whave^ 
It  was  a  fbrly  gin. 

So  haighe  under  his  gara, 
Itflaghe. 

The  levedi  longfa  ftd  enave. 
And  Gkodiafdin  it  seighe. 

LIII. 
GaidMrdin  un  l£the, 

IBs  idofiter  tho  eald  lie ; 
— ''  And  bide  now,  dattie,  and  lithe, 

What  ia  ther  tidde  to  the ; 
Do  now  telle  me  awithe, 

Astow  loveaC  me ; 
Whi  lough  thou  that  Aflie, 

For  what  Aing  ma j  it  be  ? 
With  outen  oth, 

Thi  frendadiip  echal  Y  fle, 
Til  Ywite  that  toth.*"-^ 


( 
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LIV. 
-— <<  Btodltnr,  no  wsathe  the  nought. 

The  80|he  Y  i?il  the  sary ; 
Mine  hors.  the  water  upbroti^hC, 

Of  o  polkid  the  way. 
So  heighe  itifloghe  me  thau^t, 

That  in  mi  sadeliitlay; 
Ther  never  man.  no  sought, 
So  nagfae  for  sothe  to  say, 

In  lede : 
Biother,  ^te  thou  ay. 
That  Y  lough  for  that  dede.'*— 

Quath  Ganha^din,— ".  Y  fewte. 

That  8(chamdy  adientar  we; 
■  Tp  wive  on  our  Idnde^  .  . 

Hetheliche  hotdetb.he ; 
Ther  he  gem  treut;he  binde, 

Fain  Y  wal4it  ae;, 
For  al  ,th0  gold  of  Ynde, 

Y  broken  no  schal  it  he, 
To  bete; 

His  frendeschip  wil  Y.  fle, 
Our  on  schal  tine  swete.^-^ 
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LVI. ' 
Wroth  is  Ganhardin, 

And  that'Tristrem  y  set; 
What  thought  he  is  in, 

Fast  as  he  asketh  Y  wis ; 
— <'  Thou  hast  hi  Ysoncle  lia^ 

While  thi  wille  is ; 
Whi  nas  hye  nev^  tfakie  9 

Tnsb»n'tel  me  this, 
'Inlede; 

What  hath  hye  done  amis^  . 
What  wiks  thoii  hir  of  dede  ?^*«^ 

LVII. 

— «  Yif  it  hir  wille  wtoe, . 

For  hole  it  nuf^t  haVe  be  ;  ' 
Sche  hath  y-told  it  you  yare,   . 

Quite  sche  is  of  me; 
Of  hir  kepe  Y  na  mare ; 

A  yift  Y  yeve  the ; 
To  aieuedi  will  Y  fare 

Is  fiurer  than  swiphe.  thre^ 
Tofirain."^ 

Ottbhaidiii  loiogeth,  to  se 
That  leuedi,  naugbt  to  lain. 
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LTIII. 
Oanhardin  the  fint  Ihi^ 

He  Uoom  Tnrtiemeft  Aetdsfi 
He  seyd,  hie  liif  bt  Ub^ 

Bot  be  witfi  TdaftraH  wenci^; 
Quadi  Ttktvemy*^*^  ITif  it  ISO  bM, 

In  Inglond  tbai:  ve  laodit^ 
No  say  niiii|^if  wb«t  tboU  ett^ 

But  hold  «ttow  an  brndo^ 

Lay  k  al  sador  hettie, 
Te  ttatMti  yif  thaiitatelB.'*-^ 


Ganbardia  bia  ttuvthe  piighC, 

Td  be  A  bii  bndKff  hft^  taeda  ^ 
To  ben  tt  tv^ire  ka^^ 

In  al  Trfttanattfitiada; 
Bothe  budceii  tbae  d^^ 

ToBeliagagfailfdk; 
Ganhardii^MigMe  ttnteigM,. 

Andk  MMP  Uan  gaattfdnda^ 
TcrbiJdB; 

To  BgMigdg  «w*illh^iiir 
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— ^«  Ganhardiiii  wnnig  bme  thdtt  alle ; 

Wei  whi  fleUtow  §»? 
Maugre  on  iam  &lk[^ 

YifYdieiTQiado; 
The  geaunt  \$  mi  thralte» 

HiBliifthBiYwilUK^-. 
Tristrem.  Iho  gaa  hett  odle^ 

On  a  stak  lie  com  db% 
Fulmthfi; 

Tbiif  iQ  ar  we  Ukhe.''-^ 

_<«  Beliaflof ,  9»  Ibtte^ 

And  loko  it  boiiH  Ikr; 
Cranhardm  and  Y  wtt  fai^^ 

The  lene^  for  to  •e^''— 
Swiche  ^aotel  fimd  he  thara^. 

Waa  siakad  of  atoand  toe^ 
Oanhardiii  vifit  BOO  am  ; 

Ther  dbnlkd  Triitaaa  «ad  he, 
Toliiha? 

YMdeiwtoas^ 
InhaUahttghta^UiiA 
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LXII. 
To  Yscmde  bright  sa  day, 

To  halle  gun  thai  go ; 
Vfloiide  tho  aeighe  thai. 

And  Brengwain  bolbe  to, 
Tristrem  for  spihe  to  say, 

And  Bdikgog  al  \Ao : 
As  GnnliArdm'stert  oway. 

His  heued'he  brae  tlio. 
As  he  fl^he ; 

Granhfurdin  was  JRol  wo. 
That  he  eom  Ysonde  so  neighe. 

Lxiir. 

Ganhardin  schamed  sore. 

His  heued  ran  on  blod ; 
Ysonde  he  s^he  thore, 

AndBrengwainfairandgode; 
Brengwain  the  coupe  bore. 

Him  rewe  that  frisiyfode ; 
He  swore  hi  godes  <xre. 

In  her  hood  fast  it  stckl^ 
Al  stille; 

— -*'  Tristrem,  we  are  wode^ ' 
To  speken  oyan  thi'wiUe. 

9 
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LXIV- 
**  Nis  it  bot  harf  bwke^  ' 
,  IlMfe  siiMm  wele  finale  irct  $    > 
And  folj  (MS  to  spdkti,  .    .    t. 

Ant  wQid4  dymn^^  ^ ; 
Mi  wiUe  yif  Y  migitf  gefe^ 
.  Hw^  leuedi  itold  Y  ae  j 
Mine  h^  hye  lufth  y-sstcke* 
Brengi^aiii  bright  and  M, 

That  firehd^  ; 
B|kfte  BO  inay  i«h  be^ 
Nil  Y  se  that  hende^-^ 

XXV. 

Tristrem  and  Graohaifdin, 

Tirebihe  pi^td&i  thay» 
In  wining,  and  in  tin, 

Trewer  to  ben  ay  ; 
In  joie)  and  in  pin, 

In  al  thiii^  to  day ; 
Til  he/with  firengwain  haue  lin, 

Yif  that  Tristrem  may« 
In  ledev 

To  Inglcmd  t&ol  take  the  wft^, 
Tho  knighteA  ftithe  on  itede. 


17« 
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LXVI. 
Sir  Canados  was  than, 

Constabk  the  quen  fill  nei^ ; 
For  Tristrem  Ysonde  wan. 

So  weneth  he  be  ful  aLoghe, 
To  make  hir  his  leman, 
f    With  bioche  and  riche  bei^ ; 
For  nought  that  he  do  can, 
Hir  hert  was  ever  hdghe. 

To  hold ; 
That  man  hye  never  sogfae. 
That  bifor  Tristrem  wold. 

LXVII. 

Tristrem  made  a  song. 

That  song  Ysonde  the  slei|^e. 
And  harped  ever  among. 

Sir  Canados  was  neighe ; 
He  seyd, — ^<  Dame,  thou  hast  wrong, 

For  soth  who  it  seighe ; 
As  oule,  and  stormes  strong. 

So  criestow  on  hdighe. 
In  herd ; 

Thou  lovest  Tristrem  draghe ; 
To  wrong  thou  art  y4erd ; 
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LXVIII. 
— '^  Tristrem^  for  thi  sake^ 

For  sothe  wived  hath  he ; 
This  wil  the  torn  to  rake ; 

Of  Breteyne  douke  schal  he  be ; 
Other  sftTnhlaiinlJhou  make 

Thiseluen  yif  thou  hir  ae ; 
Thi  love  hIr  dede  him  take. 

For  hye  hight  as  do  ye, 
In  land; 

Ysonde  men  calleth  that  fie; 
With  the  white  hand.""— 

LXIX. 

— '^  Sir  Canados  the  waite, 

.  Ever  thou  art  mi  fo ; 
Febli  thou  canst  hayte, 

There  man  schuld  menske  do ; 
Who  wil  lesinges  layt, 

Tharf  him  no  ferther  go ;. 
Falsly  canestow  fayt. 

That  ever  worth  the  wo. 
For  thi ; 

Malifloun  have  thou  also, 
Of  god  and  our  leuedy. 
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**  A  yift  idt  jfhe  ih^ 

* 

Thi  Ifafift  mot  thoa  tiita^ 
That  thots  iskcd  mty 
;   9fo  sdhal  it  nev^  be  tkuurf; 
Y  hated  abd  thoU  Iw^ 

Of  alki  that  driiik  wim  4     * 
Hennesk  yarh  tbdu  iU 
Out  of  8i|;lxt  mMi 
In  led0. 

Y  ptify  to  i«yti  KamriiM^ 

That  ivel  mot  tboii  8)p«de.'^-^ 

LXXI. 

The  quofl  was  Wi'athed  tofe ; 
Wroth  toidMttkhf^  ^ht  y^ 

— "  Who  may  mi^em&b  Hk^ 

Thatt  fa«  haAi  don  ffedt  dMfl.^-3, 
A  palfiray  asked  sdlfl  th^d^ 

That  trek  irii«  Icrv'^d  hi  led# ; 
Dight  sche  was  fb)  j^, 

Hir  paCttiottUB  With  hl^  tliit  lede^ 
Ful  fine : 

Bifore  wag  ^<m  (Kedk> 
Tristrem,  and  0«tlhlttdifM<. 
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LXXII. 

Ful  ne;^  the  git,  thai  abiAe, 

I7n^  a  figor  im ; 
Thai  seighe  where  Yaonide  rade. 

And  Bjrengvain  bothe  Beighe  he ; 
With  tvo  houndes  mirie  faad» 

Fnver  might  non  be ; 
Her  bib  was  fql  brade, 

A  tale  told  Vsonde  fre ; 
Thai  duelle : 

Ttistrem  that  herd  he. 
And  seyd  thus  in  his  spelle. 

LXXIIL 

— "  €hinhaardi%  ride  thou  ay, 

Mi  ring  of  finger  Ihou  drawe ; 
Thou  wende  forth  in  thi  way, 

And  gret  hem  al  on  rawe  ; 
Her  houndes  praise  thou  ay, 

Thi  finger  forth  thou  schawe, 
The  quen,  for  sothe  to  say. 

The  ring  wil  sone  knawe, 
That  fre ; 

Aski  sche  wil  in  plawe 
And  say  tluni  cemest  fro  me.^-^ 
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LXXIV. 

Tho  n>cle  Ganhardiw  keae. 

And  ouer  taketh  hem  now  ; 
First  he  greteth  the  quen. 

And  after  Brengwain,  Y  trovre; 
The  knight  him  self  bidene. 

Stroked  the  hounde  Pencru ; 
The  quen  the  ring  hath  sene. 

And  knew  it  wel  y-noti^^ 
That  fre ; 

tiye  seyd, — "  Say  me  hou 
Come  this  ring  to  the  ?^«- 

LXXV. 

-— ^<  He  that  aught  this  ring. 

To  token  sent  it  to  the.^— 
Tho  seyd  that  swete  thing, 

— "  Tristrem  that  is  he.'* — 
— ^'  Dame  withouten  lesing, 

He  sent  it  you  bi  me.^-^ 
Sche  seyd, — ^^  Bi  heven  king. 

In  lonj^g  have  we  be. 
Naught  lain ; 

Al  night  duelle  we,"— 
Seyd  Ysonde  to  Brengwain. 
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LXXVL 
Thai  wende  the  quen  wald  dya. 

So  nke  ache  was  fai  sight ; 
Thai  sett  pauilouns  an  heye, 

And  duelled  clerk  and  lu%ht ; 
Ysonde  biheld  that  lye. 

Under  leves  li^t ; 
Tristrem  hye  ther  seighe 

So  dede  Brengwain  that  night. 
In  feld ; 

Ganhardin  treuthe  plight, 
Brengwain  to  mve  weld. 

.  A.tJfv.A.VXJL 
Tto  night  ther  thai  lye,      \ 
'    I»  thai  £ur. forest ;     .--^ 
Canados  had  a  spie. 

Her  pauilouns  he  to  kest ; 
Ther  joom  to  Canados  crie. 
The  cuntre  est  and  west ; 
iGrouemayl  was  for  thi, 
Ther  out  as  it  was  best. 
To  aUde ; 
'  He  seyd  Tristrem  piest, 
-*-*^  Now  it  were  time  to  ride.*"— ^ 
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LXXVIII. 
GrQUf rnayl,  hia  ipaa  wai  hm^ 

An4  Ofiohardia  hk  kniglit ; 
Armed  jcnightes  thai  ae, 
.  Tp  fdle  hem  doun  in  fi§^t ; 
Gouernaik  gion  to  fle. 

He  ran  ow^y  fMl  righl, 
Tho  folwed  bond  and  ire, 
.  i^|id  late  the  Igge  unlight, 
That  tide ; 
Owfij  io4e  Tristram  that  night, 
And  Ganhaxdin  Inside. 

LXXIX. 
Sir  CanadpB  the  heighe. 

He  ladde  tha  quen  oway ; 
Tristrem  of  love  so  sleigfae. 

No  abade  him  nought  ^at  day  ; 
Brengwain  bright  so  beighe. 

Wo  was  hir  tho  ay  ; 
On  Canados  acht  gan  crie» 

And  made  gret  d^ray. 
And  sede, 

-^'^  This  lond  ais  worfh  anay, 
When  thou  darst  do  swiohe  deda.""- 
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LXXX. 

Ganhvrdine  gan  fftre» 

Into  Br^tniiie  oway ; 
And  Tri9tf  en»  duelled  tbai^ 

To  vite  wbiU  men  wald  wf  ; 
Coppe  an4  cUper  he  bare, 

TU  tbej&ajday ;       ,  ^ 

As  he  /mesel  rare ;        l   -^-^Af 

UadeHp»ttee;he  lay,  \ 

To  lithe : 

—  — ■»  ..    . 

So  wo  waa  Ysonde  that  may,  / 

That  alle  aehe  wald  to  writhe.  j 

— ^    ^ 


*y.  / 


.  JtiXXXI* 
Tristrem  in  sorwe  hiy» 

For  thi  wald  Yfonde  i^nrnie ; 
And  Br^)gwain  thretaed 

.To  take  hem  in  her  dede 
Brengwain  went  oway. 

To  Marke  the  king  sche  yede, 
And  Fffdily  gan  to  say, 
Hon  thai  £aren  in  lede, 

Nought  lain ; 
— ^^  Swicfae  knight  hastow  to  fede, 
aohame  ha  wald  f^l  fain.**«» 
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LXXXII. 
^'  Sir  king,  take  hede  therto, 

Sir  Canados  wil  have  thi  quen ; 
Bot  thou  depart  hem  to, 

Aflchame  ther  worth  y-sene ; 
Hye  dredeth  of  him  so, 

That  wonder  is  to  wene ; 
His  wiUe  for  to  do, 

Hye  wemeth  hem  bituene, 
Ful  sone ; 

Yete  thai  ben  al  dene. 
Have  thai  no  dede  y-done.^ — 

LXXXIII. 

Marke  in  all  thing, 

Brengwain  thanked  he ; 
After  him  he  sent  an  heigheing, 

Fram  court  he  dede  him  be ; 
— **  Thou  deservest  for  to  hing, 

Miselven  wele  ich  it  se  ;^—- 
So  couthe  Brengwain  bring 

Canados  for  to  fle, 

That  heighe ; 

Glad  was  Ysonde  the  fire. 
That  Brengwain  oouthe  so  ligfae. 
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LXXXIV. 

Than  to  hir  seyd  the  quen, 

— ^^  Leue  Brengwain  the  bright. 
That  art  fair  to  aene ; 

Thou  wost  our  wille  hi  sight ; 
Whare  hath  Tristrem  bene, 

Nis  he  no  douhti  knight ; 
Thai  leighen  al  bidene. 

That  sain  he  dar  nought  fight 
With  his  foe  r— 

Brengwain  biheld  that  right, 
Tristrem  to  bour  lete  go. 

LXXXV. 

Tristrem  in  bour  is  blithe. 

With  Ysonde  played  he  thare, 
Brengwain  badde  he  lithe, 

-»- ^^  Who  ther  armes  bare ; 
Ganhardin  and  thou  that  sithe, 

Wightly  oway  gun  fare.''— 
Quath  Tristrem,-—'^  crieth  swithe, 

A  tumament  ful  yare. 
With  might ; 

Noither  of  ous  nil  spare 
ErI,  baroun,  no  knight.'"—- 
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LXXXVI. 

A  turoament  thai  lete  eric ; 

The  parti  Canados  tck  he ; 
And  Meriadok  sikerly, 

In  his  help  gan  he  be ; 
Tristoem  ftil  haatilye. 

Of  pent  Ganhardin  the  fine ; 
Ganhardin  com  titly. 

That  tumament  to  se. 
With  flight ; 

Pro  the  tumament  nold  thai  fle. 
Till  her  fon  wa-e  feld  doun  right 

LXXXVII. 

Thai  com  in  to  the  feld. 

And  founde  tl^er  knightes  kene ; 
Her  old  dades  thai  yeld^ 

With  batayle  al  faidene ; 
Triatrem  gan  biheld. 

To  Meriadok  bitvene ; 
For  the  tales  he  tdd, 

On  hem  he  vrathe  his  tene. 
That  tide ; 

He  yaf  him  a  wounde  ki 
Thurch  out  bothe  side. 


THIAD.  iBQ 

LXXXVIII. 
Bitvene  Cadadoo  and  CtaoluucUni 

The  figlit  was  fetly  sinmg  t 
Triatrem  thought  it  pul, 

Tkat  it  laat  eo  long ; 
His  stirops  he  inade  him  tine. 

To  gtoUnde.  be  him  wrong ; 
Sir  Canadoa  th^r  gail  lyn^ 

The  bold  thuroh  btfitii.  fhlrotlg, 
With  eare ; 

Oil  him  he  wtake  his  wrong,. 
That  he  no  hit  na  mare. 

LXXXIX. 
Her  fixlk  ftst  thai  feld^ 

And  mani  of  hem  thai  slou^ ; 
The  cuntre  with  hon  meldy 

Thai  wrought  hem  wo  y-nough ; 
Tristrem  hath  he^  trid^ 

That  him  to  schatne  dh>u^ : 
Thai  toh«tt  the  hdghe  held^ 

And  paSMi  wele  anoii^  9 
And  bade. 

Under  w;od0  botigfa 
All  her  fdnteii  dtave  itd^ 


I 
\ 
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XC. 
Thtf  Tristrem  turned  oyain, 

And  Ganhardin  sdthe  and  stiUe  ; 
Mani  thai  han  y-alain, 

And  mam  ouer  oomen  with  wille  ; 
The  folk  fleighe  unfain, 

And  sooour  criden  schille ; 
In  lede  nought  to  layn. 

Thai  hadde  woundes  ille, 
At  the  nende ; 

The  wraiers  that  weren  in  halle, 
Schamly  were  thai  schende. 

XCI. 
Than  that  tumament  was  don, 

Mani  on  slain  ther  lay ; 
Granhardin  went  sone, 

Into  Bretainie  oway ; 
Brengwainb-AWbcme; 

Ful  wel  wreken  er  thay. — 
A  knight  that  weid  no  schon, 

Hete  Tristrem  sothe  to  say, 
Ful  wide, 

Tristrem  sought  he  ay, 
And  he  foold  him  that  tide. 
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XCII. 
He  fel  to  Tristremes  fet. 

And  merci  cried  he ; 
— -^^  Mi  leman  fair  and  swete, 

A  knight  hath  reved  me ; 
Of  love  that  cui  wele  let. 

So  Crist  hir  sende  the : 
Mi  bale  thou  fond  to  bet. 

For  love  of  Ysonde  ire, 
Nought  lain ; 

Seven  brethem  hath  he, 
That  fighteth  me  ogain« 

XCIII. 
-*^^  This  ich  day  thai  fare, 

And  passeth  fast  biside ; 
Y  gete  her  never  mare, 

Yif  Y  tine  hir  this  tide ; 
Fiftene  knightes  thai  are, 

And  we  hot  to  abide  C* — 
— "  Dathet  who  hem  spare,^ 

Sejd  Tristrem  that  tide, 
«  This  night ; 

Thai  han  y-tint  hir  pride, 
Thurch  grace  of  Grod  al  migfat^--^ 
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xjoiv. 

I 

Thai  gun  hcfto  bothe  Mtv^ 

In  iren  and  itiel  that  tide  ; 
Thai  joetltft  hcaxi  iH.a  9tyJ 

Bi  oSime^kBB  akk ; . 
.  Ther  wex  a  kehe  ciie^ 

Togider  tbo  thai  gwA  fide ;  • 
The  yong  Ttiatrem  far  iUy 

Sone  was  feld  hia  pnA^ 
Ri^t  tboore  ; 

He  hadde  wo^iiides  wide^ 
That  he  no  roa  no  mpre. 

XCV. 
Thus  the  yoUg  knight, 

For  sothe  y-sl^ffse  tr as  tbal*e  ; 
Tnstrem  that  trewe  hight^ 

Awrake  him  ai  witfi  o^M^ ; 
Ther  he  slough  m  fi^t^ 

Fiflene  knigfatea  and  mantf ; 
Wei  louwe  he  dede  ham  l%hiC| 

With  doilful  dintea  dftie^ 
Unaounde  i 

Ac  an.  drawe  owAy  he  bare^ 
In  hi$  did  wcunde. 
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CONCLUSION. 

ABftlDGEB  F&OM  THE  FEENCH  METEICAL  &OMANCE, 
IN  7HS  STILE  OF  T0MA8  OF  EECELDO0NE. 


ARGUMENT. 


SUmxas  !•  2,— The  fate  of  the  battle  is  recapitulated,  in 
which  Tristrem,  the  younger,  waa  slain,  and  our  hero 
desperately  wounded.  The  latter  is  carried  to  his  cas- 
tie,  and  every  remedy  is  applied  to  his  wound,  but 
in  vain.  The  gangrene  becomes  daily  worse,  and 
can  be  cured  by  none  but  Ysonde  of  Cornwall.  3, 4.— 
Tristrem  dispatches  Ganhardin  to  Ysonde  with  his 
ring,  as  a  token,  directing  him  to  communicate  to  the 
queen  the  extremity  of  his  distress.  He  desires  him 
to  take  with  hkn  two  sails,  one  white,  and  the  other 
black ;  the  former  to  be  hoisted  upon  his  return,  in 
case  Ysonde  should  accompany  him  to  Britanny ;  and 
tile  latter  if  his  embassy  should  be  unsuccessful.  5.— 
Ysonde  of  Britanny  overhears  this  conversation,  and 
resolves  to  be  avenged  of  Tristrem  for  his  infidelity. 
6.  7.  8.— Ganhardiii  goes  to  England,  disguised  as  a 
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merchant.  He  presents  rich  gifts  to  King  Mark,  and 
to  Ysonde  a  cup,  containing  Sir  Tristrem's  ring.  This 
token  procures  him  a  private  aitdienee  of  the  queen, 
to  whom  he  explains  the  situation  of  her  lover.  Yaonde 
disguisesherself,  and  accompanies  Ganhardin  on  board 
of  ship,  to  undertake  Sir  Tristrem's  cure.  They  ap- 
proach the  coast  of  Britanny,  displaying  the  white 
sail.  9.  10.  11. — ^Ysonde  of  Britanny  perceives  the 
vessel,  and  knows,  from  the  token  of  the  white  safi, 
that  her  rival  is  en  board.  Fired  wkh  jeidou8y>  she 
hastens  to  Sir  Tristrem,  and  teUs  him  that  his  fiiend 
Ganhardin's  ship  is  in  aighl.  H«  conjures  her  to  tell 
him  the  colour  of  the  sails.  She  informs  him  that 
they  are  black ;  on  which,  concluding  himself  for- 
saken by  Ysonde,  Tristrem  sinks  back  in  despair,  and 
dies.  1 S. — ^The  mourning  for  the  death  of  Sir  Tris- 
trem. IS.  14>.  15. — Ysonde  of  Cornwall  arrives,  and 
meets  an  old  man,  from  whom  she  leums  the  death  of 
her  lover.  She  rushes  to  the  castle,  where  the  oorpae 
of  Sir  Tristrem  was  laid  out  in  state,  throws  herself 
beside  him,  and  expires  for  grief. 
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I. 
The  companyons  ^Gfiene, 

To  d(W&  did  thai  thringe ; 
And  rtaryeth  bidene, 

Tho  Tristren^  the  yinge ; 
Ac  Tristrem  hath  tmsj 

His  woiuKle  gan  him  wring. 
To  hostel  he  hath  geae, 

On  b«dde  gan  him  flinge 
In  ure.; 

Fele  salven  thai  biinge, 
His  paine  to  recure. 
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II. 

But  never  thai  no  might. 

With  ooste,  nor  with  payn. 
Bring  Tristram  the  wight, 

To  heildom  ogayn : 
His  wounde  brast  aplight. 

And  blake  was  the  bane ; 
Non  help  may  that  knight. 

The  sothe  for  to  sayne, 
Bidene, 

Save  Ysonde  the  bright. 
Of  Comwal  was  quene. 

III. 

Tristrem  clepeth  aye, 

On  Ganhardin  trewe  fere ; 
— "  Holp  me,  brother,  thou  may, 

And  bring  me  out  of  care ; 
To  Ysonde  the  gaye, 

Of  Comwail  do  thou  fare ; 
In  tokening  I  say. 

Mi  ring  with  the  thou  bare, 
In  dem ; 

Bot  help  me  sche  dare, 
Sterven  wol  ich  gem. 
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ly. 


€€ 


Mi  6cbq>  do  thou  take. 
With  godes  that  bethe  new ; 
Tuo  seyles  do  thou  make, 
Beth  different  in  hew ; 

* 

That  tone  schall  be  Uake, 
That  tother  white  so  snewe ;. 

And  tho  thou  o(»nest  bake 
That  tokemng  adial  schew 

The  end, 
Gif  Ysonde  me  forsake. 

The  blake  schalt  thou  boide.*"— 

V. 

Ysonde  of  Britanye, 

With  the  white  honde. 
In  deme  can  sche  be, 

And  wele  understonde. 
That  Ysonde  the  fre, 

Was  sent  for  firom  Inglonde ; 
— «  Y-wioken  wol  Y  be 

Of  mi  fals  husbonde 
Saunfayle, 

Bringeth  he  haggards  to  honde, 
And  maketh  me  his  stale  ?^ — 
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vi. 

Granhardki  to  Inglonde  fkres, 

Als  meTGhsimt,  Y  you  BtL-fe ; 
He  bnngeth  ridie  wares 

And  gannentes  were  gaye ; 
Marke  he  giftes  bares, 

Als  man  that  midie  miye, 
A  cup  he  prepares, 

The  ring  tharein  can  laye, 
Bidene ; 

Brengwain  the  gaye, 
Y-raught  it  the  quene. 

VII. 

Ysonde  the  ring  knewe, 

That  riche  was  of  gdd, 
As  tokening  trewe, 

That  Tristrem  her  yold ; 
Ganhardin  gan  schewe, 

And  priviliche  hir  told, 
That  Tristrem  hurt  was  newe. 

In  his  wounde  that  was  old, 
Al  right : 

Holp  him  gif  sche  nold 
Sterven  most  that  knight 
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VIII. 
Wo  was  Yflonde  tban. 

The  tale  tho  sohe  bard  thare ; 
Scbe  sdiope  hir  as  a  man, 

With  Gaohaidm  to  fare ; 
O  bord  are  thai  gan, 

A  wind  at  wil  thame  bare ; 
Ysonde  was  sad  woman. 

And  wepeth  bkter  tare, 
With  e^he : 

The  «eyk  that  white  ware, 
Ganhffirdin  lete  fle^be. 

IX. 

Ysonde  of  Britanye, 

With  the  white  honde. 
The  flchip  ache  can  se, 

Seyling  to  londe ; 
The  white  seyl  tho  marked  scbe^ 

— "  Yonder  oometh  Ysonde, 
For  to  reve  fro  me, 

Miin  fals  husbpnde ; 
Ich  sware, 

For  il  tho  it  schal  be, 
That  sche  hir  hider  bare.""— 
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X. 

To  Tristrem  ache  gan  hye, 

O  bed  thare  he  layne, 
— "  Tristrem,  so  mot  Ich  thye^ 

Heled  schalt  thou  bene^ 
Thi  schippe  I  can  espye 

The  flotbe  for  to  aaiii^ 
Ganhardin  is  oomen  na^e^ 

To  cuien  thi  paine, 
Apli^f— 

— «  What  seyl  doth  thare 
Dame,  for  God  ahnight  ?^-— 

XI. 

Sche  weneth  to  ben  awrake, 

Of  Tristrem  the  trewe, 
Sche  seyth— ''  Thai  ben  blake. 

As  piche  is  thare  hewe.^— - 
Tristrem  threw  hym  bake, 

Trewd  Ysonde  untrewe, 
His  kind  hert  it  brake. 

And  sindrid  in  tuo ; 
Above, 

Cristes  merci  him  take  i 
He  dyed  for  true  love. 
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XII. 

Mumeth  olde  and  yinge, 

Mumeth  lowe  and  heighe. 
For  Tristrem,  swete  tlunge, 

Was  mani  wate  dghe ; 
Maidens  thare  hondes  wringe. 

Wives  iammer^i  and  crii ; 
The  belles  con  thai  ring. 

And  masses  con  thai  seye. 
For  dole ; 

Prestes  praised  aye. 
For  Tristremes  sole. 

XIII. 

Ysonde  to  land  wan. 

With  seyl  and  with  ore ; 
Sche  mete  an  old  pian, 

Of  herd  that  vas  hare : 
Fast  the  teres  ran, 

And  siked  he  sore, 
— "  Grone  is  he  than. 

Of  Inglond  the  flore» 
In  lede; 

We  se  him  no  more :  - 
Schir  Tristrem  is  dede  T— 
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XIV. 
When  Y«onde  herd  thftt. 

Fast  flche  gan  to  goiuiey 
At  the  caatk  gate 

Stop  hk  might  none : 
Sche  passed  in  thereat, 

The  chaumbre  ache  vxm ; 
Tristrem  in  doth  of  stat 

Lay  stretched  thare  as  sUn 
So  ccJd-— 

Ysonde  loked  him  an. 
And  faste  gan  bihdid. 

XV. 
Fairer  ladye  ece 

Did  Britannye  never  spje, 
Swiche  muming  chere. 
Making  on  heighe ; 
On  Tristremes  boe, 

Doun  con  sche  lye ; 
Rise  ogayn  did  sche  nere, 
.  But  thave  con  sche  dye 

For  woe :— ^ 
Swiche  lovers  als  thei 
Never  sohal  be  moe. 
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AND  ABSTRACT^  ^. 


DESC&IPTION  AND  ABSTRACT 

OF 

TWO  ANCIENT  FRAGMENTS 

OF 

FRENCH  METRICAL  ROMANCES, 

ON  TH£  SUBJECT 
OF 

SIR  TRISTREM. 


^Agreeable  io  the  promise  of  the  Introduction,  I  whjmn, 
io  ike  ronutnoe  of  Thomas  of  Erceldotme,  the  abstract  of 
those  curious  Fragments,  existing  in  Mr  Douck's  MS. 
For  fhe  opporiunitg  qfeomparing  the  style  of  composition 
4s1uck  prevailed  in  France  and  in  Scotland,  and  qfittus* 
trating,  by  each  other,  poems  written  aboutdhe  same  period, 
and  on  the  same  subject,  the  reader  is  indebted  to  Georob 
£LLt8^  Esq^  by  whom  thejbllowing  elegant  precis  of  the 
French  rotnance  was  transmitted  to  the  editor.Jl 

This  carious  MS.  appears  to  have  formed  part  of  some 
volume  belonging  to  a  monastery ;  because  it  contains, 
besides  the  two  detached  pieces  of  the  story  of  Tristrem 
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VAmmreux,  a  long  metrical  dialogue  between  PrUe  and 
HumiUlyy  and  a  prose  dissertation  on  the  Cross.  It  is 
written  on  vellum,  and  consists  of  22  leaves.  The  hand* 
writing  apparently  belongs  to  the  13tli  century. 

The  first  of  the  two  parts  contains  a  regular  and  ctF« 
cumstantial  relation  of  the  latter  adventures  of  Sir  Tris« 
trem^  and  terminates  by  his  deaths  and  by  that  of  Yscdt. 
The  other^  a  complete  and  separate  episode,  begins  at 
the  second  column  of  the  same  page  in  which  the  other 
narrative  is  terminated,  4uid  contains  only  a  single  ad<« 
venture ;  in  which,  however,  a  great  part  of  the  hero's 
history  is  artfully  recapitulated.  It  is  therefore  probable, 
that  it  was  inserted  in  the  monastic  volume,  principally 
on  account  of  its  presenting  a  short  and  lively  summary 
of  the  preceding  long,  and  perhaps  tedious  history. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  two  Fragments  differ  very 
considerably  in  their  style  ;  the  first  being  so  verbose 
and  diffuse  as  fully  to  justify  the  ridicule  thrown  on  the 
historian  of  Sir  Tristrem  by  the  author  of ''  Sire  Hoim 
and  Dame  Anieuse"  (Barbaran's  Fabliaux,  vol,  S.  pu 
5d.t)  while  the  second  is  concise,  lively,  and  dramatic, 
llie  orthography  of  the  two  is  also  different ;  and  it  la 
further  to  be  observed,  that,  in  the  filrst  poem,  the  re« 
sidence  of  KiBg  Mark  is  placed  in  London,  but  in  the 
second,  at  the  castle  of  Tintagel. 

The  following  is  a  free  translation  of  the  whole  of  the 
second  Fragment,  which  consists  of  §9^  verses: 

Tristrem,  living  in  his  own  country  at  a  distance 
from  his  beloved  Ysolt,  feels  that  he  has  been  restored 

■ 

-f*  See  IntrodtuiUm* 


SIR  TRISTREM.  211 

tx>  life  merely  for  the  purpose  of  dying  a  thoufland  deaths^ 
from  the  anxiety  which  daily  preys  on  his  spirits. 
'^  Thoughts/'  says  our  author^  *'  comforts  or  kills  us  ; 
and  such  were  the  thoughts  of  Tristrem,  that  he  would 
have  gladly  ended  them  by  his  deaths  had  it  been  po8« 
aible  that  his  &te  could  have  been  separated  from  that 
of  his  faithful  mistress."  He  therefore  forms  the  despe* 
rate  resolution  of  passing  into  England.  It  was  highly 
important  to  conceal  this  determination  from  all  the 
^worldj  and  particularly  from  Kaherdin,  the  brother  of 
his  wife.  It  was  no  less  necessary  that  his  appearance 
should  be  such^  as  should  secure  him  from  discovery  in 
a  country  where  he  was  so  well  known ;  and  that^  for 
this  purpose^  he  should  not  only  quit  the  usual  accou^ 
trements  of  chivalry,  and  assume  the  appearance  of  a 
poor  and  insignificant  traveller^  but  that  he  should  also 
disguise  his  features,  and  even  his  voice.  Tristrem  re« 
solved  to  neglect  none  of  these  precautions ;  and  in  this^ 
says  the  author,  he  acted  wisely : 

Car  soavent  avient  domage  grand 
Par  dire  son  oonsdl  avaiit. 
Qui  se  cflat,  et  ne  le  dit, 
Le  mal,  oe  croisy  ne  enauit,* 
Pour  oonseil  dire  et  deoouvrir^. 
Soil  -f  maint  mal  sourent  renir. 

The  reflections  of  a  single  night  were  sufficient  to  ma- 
ture his  project.  In  the  morning  he  assumes  his  disguise, 
hastens  to  the  nearest  port,  and,  finding  a  merchant  ship 
ust  on  the  point  of  weighing  anchor  for  England,  re« 

•  ^ffc«#<rr.— Occasion.  f  5(0ft.— Solet Lat. 
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qu^tfllobe  admitted  on  board;  and,  embarking  witha 
fair  wind,  arrives  on  the  second  day  at  the  harbour  rf 
Tintagel,  the  residence  of  King  Mark  and  Qaeen  Ysolt 

The  castle  of  Tintagel  was  equally  celebrated  for  its 
strength  and  nutgnificence.  It  was  situated  on  the  ses^ 
coast  of  Cornwall,  and  its  vast  square  towers  are  sud 
to  have .  been  the  work  oif  giants.  They  were  bu3t  of 
(quarels),  r^ularly  and  exactly  squared,  and  chequer* 
ed,  as  with  azure  and  cinnabar  {si  comme  de  nnopre  d  £ 
'azur.) — I  suppose  brichs  alternately  red  and  blue^  ad  be- 
ing more  or  less  striped^  and  callied  quarels  &om  thor 
being  quarrSs,  squared.  The  gate  of  the  castle,  oonio 
mandihg  its  only  approach,  was  strongly  secured,  and 
capable  of  being  defended  by  two  guards.  Immediate^ 
ly  below  the  fortress  were  extensive  and  beautiful  mea« 
dows,  fbrests  abounding  with  game,  rivefs  filled  with 
fish,  and  warrens  (jbo  I  translate  guerainaies,  probably 
garennes)  ;  besides  which,  the  walls  being  wadied  bj 
the  sea,  this  beautiful  residence  of  King  Mark  and 
Queen  Ysolt  was  plentifully  supplied  with  every  article 
of  foreign  merchandize. 

It  was  called  Tintagel,  i.  e.  Chasieljier,  from  the  fol* 
lowing  peculiarity : 

<(  Chastd/aM  fut  dit  i  dreit, 

**  Car,  doUBjhit  la  an,  se  perdeit** 

Travellers  dedare  that,  twice  in  every  year,  it  became 
invisible ;  once  at  Christmas,  and  once  in  the  summer; 
SP  that  even  the  natives  of  the  country  would  be  unable 
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to  find  it,  had  tfaey  not  previously  ascertained  its  situa- 
tion by  permanent  land-m^rks. 

Here  Tristrem  arrived ;  and^  inquiring  news  of  King 
liaxJL,  was  informed,  that  he  was  then  in  his  palace, 
and  had  but  lately  held  one  of  his  solemn  festivals, 
^'  And  whlsre  u  Queen  Ysolt,  and  her  beautiful  maiden^ 
Biengwain  ?"«—''  Faith,  sir,  they  two  are  here :  I  saw 
them  lately;  but,  in  truth.  Queen  Ysolt  is,  as  usual, 
pensive  and  melancholy."  At  the  mention  of  his  mis* 
tress,  a  sigh  escapes  from  Tristrem.  He  recommendi 
himself  to  Providence,  convinced  that,  without  inspira* 
tion^  he  caxmot  devise  the  means  of  seeing  Ysolt.  The 
vigilant  hatred  of  King  Mark  alarms  him  for  amoment, 
but  he  immediately  recollects  himself:  ''  And  what," 
lays  he,  ''  if  my  unde  should  discover  and  put  me  to 
death  ?  It  is  my  duty  to  suffer  death  for  the  love  of  my 
mistress.  Alas  1  I  die  every  day  that  I  am  absent  from 
her  sight !"  Reflecting  on  the  madness  of  his  attempt, 
he  says, ''  And  why  not  feign  madness  ?  Under  a  dis« 
guise  so  well  suited  to  my  present  circumstances,  I  may, 
perhaps,  escape  suspicion,  and  ei^oy  the  pleasure  of 
laughing  at  those  who  are  amused  by  my  apparent 
foUy." 

At  the  moment  when  this  idea  came  across  his  mind, 
he  perceived  a  fisherman,  whose  dress  seemed  admirably 
suited  to  his  purpose.  It  consisted  of  a  coarse  frock, 
formed  of  rug,  with  a  cowl  or  hood,  and  a  pair  of  loose 
and  tattered  trowsers.  Tristrem  beckons  the  fisherman 
to  him,  and  says,  ''  Friend  !  shall  we  change  dresses  ? 
ACne,  as  you  see,  is  the  better  of  the  two,  but  yours 
happens  to  strike  my  fiutcy."    The  fisherman,  peroei* 
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tag  that  tbe  exclunge  was^  in  iact,  much  to  his  advan^ 
tage,  instantly  accepts  the  proposal^  and  departs  with 
his  new  wardrobe. 

Tristrem  had  brought  with  him  a  pair  of  sdssais^  tbe 
gift  of  Ysolt ;  with  these  he  cut  off  his  hair^  leaving  onlj 
a  circle  round  his  head^  and  a  cross  on  the  top^  so  as  to 
resemble  a  fool  by  profession.  He  had  always  possess^ 
ed  to  admiration  the  talent  of  assuming  a'  counto^ 
voice^  and^  from  his  knowledge  of  herbs^  he  was  enabled 
to  collect  such  blackening  juices  as  were  proper  todumge 
'  his  complexion.  So  complete  was  the  metamorphosis^ 
that  his  dearest  friend  would  not  have  suspected^  in  this 
fool^  the  illustrious  Tristrem.  Seizing  a  stake  from  a 
hedge^  and  bearing  it  on  his  shoulder  like  a  fool's  staff, 
he  marches^  with  an  air  of  assurance^  straight  to  the  cas* 
tie.  All  who  meet  him,  view  him  with  a  mixture  of 
contempt  and  apprehension.  The  porter  at  the  castle- 
gate,  meaning  to  banter  him^  exdaims,  "  Come,  fool, 
make  haste  I  where  have  you  staid  so  long  ?"  "  I  have 
been,"  replies  Tristrem, ''  at  a  wedding :  at  that  of  the 
abbot  of  Munt,  (I  believe  Mons,)  a  particular  friend  of 
mine.  He  has  just  married  an  abbess,  a  great  fiit  jro- 
man  in  a  veiL  There  is  not  a  priest,  or  abbot,  monk, 
or  derk,  from  Mons  to  Besan9on,  who  is  not  asked  to 
the  marriage  ;  and  they  all  carry  baubles  and  crosien. 
I  lefl  them  making  a  fine  riot !  frisking  and  dandng  in 
the  shade !  I  wished  to  remain,  but  was  obliged  to 
come  away,  because  it  is  my  duty  to  serve  the  king  at 
table/' 

The  porter  answers  him,  ^'  Come  in,  son  of  Uxgan  the 
rough !  fat  and  rough  art  thou ;  and  thus  resemblest  thou 
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\ 
thy  &ther.''    The  pretended  madman  enters  by  the 

wicket,  (par  le  toiket)  and  all  the  valets,  squires,  and 
pages  of  the  court,  exclaim  in  concert,  "  What  a  figure ! 
a  fool  \  a  fool !"  at  the  same  time  assailing  him,  on  all 
sidea,  with  sticks  and  stones.  Tristrem  was  not  much 
afatmed  at  such  a  skirmish.  Parrying  some  blows,  re- 
ceiving others,  and  returning  them  with  usury,  he  gra- 
dually found  himself  at  the  gateof  the  hall,  which,  shouU 
dering  his  hedge-stake,  he  immediately  entered  with  an 
air  of  solemnity. 

King  Mark,  seated  at  the  high  table,  immediately  per- 
ceived his  new  visitant,  and  exclaimed,  ^'  Behold  a  curi- 
ous officer  of  my  household !  let  him  be  brought  into 
my  presence."  He  was  much  delighted  with  the  air  of 
pomp  with  which  the  fool  returned  the  salutes  of  the 
courtiers,  while  approaching  the  royal  seat.  '^  Welcome, 
my  friend,"  said  Mark ;  "  whence  comest  thou,  and 
what  seekest  thou  hereP"  '^I  will  tell  you  whence  I  come, 
and  what  I  seek,"  replied  Tristrem.  ''  My  mother  was 
a  whale,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  living,  like  a  syren, 
imder  water.  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  place  of  my 
birth,  but  perfectly  remember  that  my  wet  nurse  was  a 
tygress,  who,  finding  me  on  a  rock,  mistook  me  for  one 
of  her  whelps,  and  suckled  me  very  carefully.  But  you 
must  know  that  I  have  a  sister,  far  more  beautiful  than 
myself.  I  will  give  her  to  you,  if  you  chuse,  in  the  room 
of  that  Ysolt  of  whom  you  are  so  fond." 

The  king,  laughingimmoderately  at  this  sally,  answer- 
ed, '^  What  saidst  thou,  thou  wonder  of  the  world  ?"  <'  I 
•ay/  king,"  replied  Tristrem,  "  that  I  will  give  you  my 
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sister  instead  of  Ysolt,  with  whom  I  happen  to  be  deq^y 
inlove.  Let  us  make  a  bargain  I  let  us  try  the  exchange  i 
a  new  beauty  is  well  wortfa  tryiii^.  You  must  be,  bj 
this  time,  tired  of  Ysolt,  so  give  her  to  me;  amuse  yoovv 
self  with  a  new  Inistressy  and  I  promise  to  serye  yoa  m 
your  court  from  pure  affection."  Fresh  peals  of  l««ghw 
ter  from  the  king,  who  was  too  much  delighted  widi  bis 
new  acquaintance  to  drop  the  conyersatioii.  *'B9t,God 
deliver  thee  I  if  I  should  giye  thee  possession  of  Ao 
queen,  tell  me  what  thou  wouldst  do  with  her,  aiid  whk 
ther  thou  wouldst  camry  thy  bride  ?"  '^  Up  Ihene,  sir 
king,"  answered  Tiistrem ;  '^  up  into  the  air !  I  have  % 
palace  above,  made  of  glass :  it  is  hung  upon  a  dovd, 
and  that  so  artfully,  that  the  roughest  wind  caranotradc 
it  My  hall  is  of  glass,  fall  of  sim-beams ;  and  I  hare 
a  bed-chamber  adjoinjng,  ooniposed  of  cr3r8tal  and  am* 
ber."  The  king  was  now  still  fiurtherdeUgbted;  and  aH 
the  courtiers  admitted,  that  they  had  never  heard  ao 
eloquent  a  fool.  "  King,**  continued  Itislrem,  ''  I  am 
much  in  love  with  your  wife,  and  you  ought  to  give  her 
up  to  me,  because  you  see  how  mdancholy  she  ia.  I 
am  TranUris,  who  always  loved  her,  and  shall  love  her 
fi>r  evermore." 

Ysolt,  starting  at  this  welUknown  name,  eiirlaima, 
"  Fool !  thou  art  not  Tramtris !  thou  art  a  vile  liar  T 
Tristrem,  who  had  Gareftilly  watdied  the  countenance 
of  his  mistress,  saw,  with  infinite  pleasure,  the  indigna- 
tion which  flushed  her  cheek,  and  sparkled  in  her  eye : 
but,  preserving  his  assumed  character,  oooUy  continued 
as  follows : 
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''QneeiiYflolty  lAmTnmttrig.  You  must  lemonte 
bow  dangerously  Iwas  wounded^  during  mycombttt  with 
the  Morlumtf  who  denitfided  a  tribute  from  1]u8  country 
I  fought  him  sucoeBafiiUy:  I  killed  him,  but  I  was  moat 
dangefonaly  wounded^  because  he  fought  with  apcnson* 
ed  sword.  He  had  wounded  me  in  the  hip ;  so  power- 
fnlwua  die  Tenom^  that  all  my  blood  was  inflamed;  the 
bone  was  bladcened ;  and  the  pain*  which  was  excnusU 
atiiig>  could  not  be  appeased  by  all  the  skill  of  my  pby-r 
aidans.  I  embarked  in  search  of  advice,  and  my  pains 
jncreasfd  so  &Bt^  that  I  wiahed  to  be  leliered  by  death, 
whena  sudden  tempest  drove  me  on  the  coast  of  Iielaiid* 
I  was  forced  to  disembark,  in  the  very  country  which  i 
had  die  moat  reason  to  apprehend,  after  having  killed 
die  Morhout.  He  was  your  unde,  queen  Ysolt !  I  had 
evviy  thmg  to  iqpprehend^  but  I  was  wounded  and 
wretched.  I  landed  with  notlung  but  my  harp,  whidi 
had  long  been  my  only  consolation*  Soon  you  heard  of 
my  skill  on  tfaaf  instrument,  and  I  was  sent  for  to  court. 
The  queen,  your  mother,  heaven  reward  her  lor  it!  heal- 
^  my  wounds*  In  return,  I  taught  you  the  sweetest 
lays  on  the  harp;  Britifliilay»— lays  of  your  own  coun- 
try* {I  suppose  he  means  her  present  country*)  You 
must  vemember,  lady,  the  circumstances  of  my  cure* 
The  name  I  took  in  Ireland  was  Tramtris  ;  am  not  I 
the  pcnon  whom  you  saw  there  ?" 

**  Most  certainly  not  V  eirclaimed  Ysolt.  ''  He  waaaS 
beauty,  and  elegance;  you,  who  assume  his  name,  are 
coarse;  unmannerly,  and  hideous !  Now,  begone,  and 
make  me  no  more  the  subject  of  your  discourse.  Your 
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pleasantry  is  no  less  disagreeable  io  me  than  your  ap« 
pearance." 

Tristrem^  turning  suddenly  round,  and  applying  his 
hedge-stake  in  all  directions/drives  all  the  courtiers  be- 
fore him  to  the  other  end  of  the  hall ;  exclaiming,  as  he 
deals  his  blows  around^  "  Foob !  fools !  get  out  of  the 
room,  and  leave  Ysolt  and  me  to  enjoy  our  private  con« 
v)Mrs8tion  !**  The  king  was  transported  with  ddigbt  at 
this  new  piece  of  wit ;  Ysolt  blushedt  and  was  silent.  * 

Mark,  enjoying  her  confusion,  asks  Tristrem, ''  Fool ! 
come,  be  sincere ;  is  not  Ysolt  thy  mistress  ?"  *'Cettaii^ 
ly,"  replied  Tristrem ;  <'  I  do  not  .mean  to  deny  it." 
**  Most  certainly,"  exdaimed  Ysolt,  '<  thou  art  the  most 
impudent  of  liars :  hence  with  this  fool !  that  I  may  be 
no  more  importuned  with  him." 

Tristrem,  only  laughing  at  her  rage,  cimtinues  hit 
questions :  "  Do  you  not  remember,  queen  Ysolt,  when 
the  king  wished  to  send  me  (as  indeed  he  afterwards 
did)  for  you,  whom  he  has  since  married,  that  I  return- 
ed  to  Ireland,  in  the  disguise  of  a  merchant  ?  This  dis- 
guise was  necessary ;  for  his  majesty,  who  now  sits  b j 
your  side,  was  no  favourite  of  your  countr3rmen,  and  I 
was  detested  by  them  on  account  of  the  Morhout.  But 
I  was,  at  that  time,  careless  of  danger ;  a  true  knight. 
Such  was  my  confidence  in  my  strength  «nd  skill*  that 
there  was  not  a  pian,  from  Scotland  to  Rome,  whom  I 
should  have  dreaded  to  encounter." 

''  A  fine  story  indeed !"  exdaimed  Ysolt*    <'  You  a 
knight !  Fool^  fool^  you  are  ridiculous  enough,  but  you 
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are  too  hasty  and  violent.  So  prajr  be  gone,  and  God 
go  with  you." 

Tristrem  laughs  again,  and  continues:  "  Lady! 
queen !  do  you  not  remember  the  serpent,  the  dreadful 
aerpenty  who  filled  your  court  with  consternation  ?  I 
killed  him ;  I  cut  off  his  head,  I  took  out  his  fiirked 
tongue;  I  concealed  it  in  my  boot,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  I  received  a  poisoned  wound  in  my 
leg.  I  thought  I  must  have  died.  Unable  to  reach  your 
court,  I  fainted  by  the  way-side.  There  your  mother 
and  you  saw  me,  and,  by  your  joint  care,  recovered  me. 
Do  you  not  remember  the  bath  in  which  you  placed 
me,  and  where,  in  a  moment  of  indignation,  you  deter- 
mined to  kill  me  ?  Do  you  not  recollect,  that,  from  an 
impulse  of  curiosity,  you  drew  my  sword,  and  finding 
it  broken  at  the  point,  concluded,  very  justly,  that  I 
was  the  author  of  the  Morhout's  death  ?  that  you  open- 
ed the  cabinet  in  which  the  point,  since  your  uncle's 
death,  had  been  preserved,  and  found  that  it  exactly 
fitted  my  sword  ?  How  courageously  did  you  resolve 
to  assault  me  with  my  own  sword,  whUe  I  lay,  naked 
and  wounded,  in  the  bath  where  you  had  placed  roe ! 
such  is  the  rage  of  women !  The  queen  came  to  us, 
alarmed  at  the  noise.  You  must  remember,  that  I  made 
my  peace  with  you :  I  obtained  my  pardon,  and  I  de- 
served it  by  protecting  you  against  the  violence  of  a 
man  whom  you  hated.  Is  not  this  true  ?  did  I  not 
thus  defend  you  ?" 

<'  No  1  it  is  not  true !  it  is  all  a  lie !  it  is  a  dream,  the 
dream  of  a  drunkard."  '^  Of  a  drunkard,  Ysolt  ?— -yes ! 
I  am  drunk,  and  with  a  potion.  Scorn  whose  effects  I 
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•hall  never  leoover !  Do  you  qot  femember,  wbeajma 
father  and  mother  consigned  you  over  to  me ;  irheo  I 
embarked  with  you,  being  charged  to  condoct  yoa  to 
the  king,  your  present  huajlM^?  I  will  relate  to  you 
the  circumstances  of  our  passage.  OnedBj,  when  the 
sea  was  calm^  and  the  we«ther  beautiful^  but  estreoidy 
hot,  you  complained  of  thirst  Do  you  not  zemember 
this,  daughter  of  the  king  of  irebtfid  ?  we  both  druk 
from  one  ciqp»  I  have  beepi  drunk  ever  since,  and  a 
fatal  drunkenness  have  I  fomid  it  \" 

When  Ysolt  heard  these  words,  die  suddenly  cnve- 
loped  her  face  in  her  mantle,  and  attempted  taretiie; 
but  the  king,  who  was  deli^^ted  with  the  scene,  caof^ 
her  by  her  robe,  and  drawing  her  back  to  her  seat,  said, 
''  Bear  with  him,  Ysok,  my  dear,  and  let  ub  hear  to  an 
end  the  ravings  of  this  madman  i"— *TheB,  tunung  t9 
Tristrem, ''  fool,"  said  he, ''  what  is  your  profession  i^ 
'^  I  have  served  kings  and  counts."  ''  Do  you  under- 
stand dogs  and  hawks  ^"  ''Yes,  sirkmg.  Whenlchttse 
to  hunt  in  the  finrest,  I  can,  by  my  hues,  attract  the 
cranes  while  flying  above  the  douds.  Withmyhoundsy 
I  can  catdi  swans  and  geese  as  white  as  snow,  and  iniF 
mense  quantities  of  fine  bustards."  Mask,  and  his  whole 
oourt^  are  i^gain  estravagimtly  delighted  by  Tristrem't 
answers.  ''  And  pray,"  says  the  king,  ^*  what  is  your 
mode  of  chaoe  by  the  river  side  ?"  "  Oh,"  said  Tristrem, 
*'  I  catch  aU  that  I  find.  I  take*  with  my  larger  fid« 
'Cons,  the  wolves  of  the  wood,  and  the  gigantic  bean; 
with  my  ger-fiiloons,  I  take  wild-boars ;  with  my  small 
fiilcons^  the  doe  and  the  roe*buck ;  with  my  q;Mrrow- 
hawk,  foxes ;  with  my  emeriUion  (jnerlin),  and  with  my 
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hobby  (kobd^  h«es  astd  {k  h$e  etM  heort.)  When  I 
letum  home^  I  amuise  mysdf  with  akinnishnig  with 
myhedg^stake,  and  few  ctti  shield  themsdves  so  well 
as  not  to  get  a  rap  fhmi  me.  I  know  how  to  deal  my 
blows,  with  great  exactness,  among  the  squires  and 
pages.  Besides  these  talents,  I  can  phiy  upon  the  haip^ 
and  reUf  and  can  sing  (aprislanoU)  from  scored  music 
I  know  how  to  charm  the  affections  of  a  queen;  an  art 
in  which  no  lover  is  my  equal.  I  know  how  to  cut 
shavings  of  wood,  and,  by  throwing  them  into  a  8tream> 
to  convey,  by  this  devise,  my  intentions  to  my  mistress. 
Besides  this,  I  am  no  bad  minstrel ;  and  you  shall  now 
see  what  a  tune  I  can  play  upon  a  simple  hedg^stake," 
•  At  these  v^ords  he  began  to  brandish  his  weapoi^ 
exclaiming,  ''  Avaunt,  scoundrds !  why  do  you  preis 
upon  the  king?  get  home  directly!  Have  you  not 
dined  sufficiently  }  What  do  you  stay  for  ?" 

Hie  king,  who  did  not  feel  the  blows  that  fell  on  the 
shoulders  of  his  courtiers,  was  so  much  jdeased  with 
the  focd,  that  he  gave,  with  regret,  and  at  a  later  hour 
than  usual,  his  orders  to  his  equerries,  to  saddle  his 
horse,  that  he  might  go,  according  to  custom,  to 
hunt  in  the  forest.  While  his  attendants  were  hastens 
ing  to  share  his  amusement,  *^  Excuse  me,  sire,"  said 
Ysolt,  ''  I  iftn  very  side ;  my  head  adies  dreadfully : 
permit  me  to  avoid  this  scene  of  tumult,  and  to  retix^ 
to  my  chamber,  till  your  return." 

The  king  having  gftoted  this  permission  with  k  good 
grace,  she  retired  to  her  room,  and  abandoned  herself 
to  grief.  Throwing  herself  on  her  bed,  she  exdaimed, 
''Alas,  that  ever  I  was  bom!  Brengwaini  my  dear 
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Brengwain !  the  eyil  star^  which  prevailed  at  my  birtb^ 
continues  to  persecute  me.  This  day  has  brought  upon 
me  a  new  misfortune.  A  fool>  for  such  he  appears  by 
his  shaven  crown^  or  rather  a  conjurer  in  that  disguise^ 
is  arrived  at  court  for  my  torment.  He  knows  exactly 
every,  even  the  most  hidden^  circumstance  of  my  life. 
Who  could  have  discovered  to  him  such  parts  of  my 
life,  as  were  only  known*  to  you,  to  myself^  and  to 
Tristrem  ?  It  is  impossible  1  he  must  be  indebted  to 
soroeiy  for  a  knowledge  so  minute  and  particular  f 
^'  I,  on  the  contrary,"  replied  Brengwain,  ''  am  per- 
suaded this  pretended  fool  is  no  other  than  Tristrem*** 
**  No !  no !"  replied  Ysolt;  **  this  man  is  hideous  and 
deformed*  Tristrem  is  so  beautiful !  Tristrem  is  the 
flower  of  chivalry ;  and  his  courage  and  beauty  are  not 
more  remarkable  than  his  wit  and  eloquence.  The 
fool)  whom  God  confound !  is  the  reverse  of  all  this  ; 
accursed  be  the  country  from  whence  he  came !  ac- 
cursed the  vessel  that  brought  him !  dh!  thattheaeas 
had  swallowed  him  before  he  landed  in  this  country  fo 
my  persecution  f* 

"  Silence  I  lady,"  said  Brengwain.  ''Where  did  yoa 
learn  to  demean  yourself  with  such  violence?  yoa 
swear  like  any  pirate  T 

''  My  dear  Brengwain,  you  would  forgive  me  if  yoa 
had  heard  him !  never  did  man  utter  such  vexatious 
truths!" 

*^  As  St  John  shall  bless  me,"  said  Brengwain,  "  I 
Bin  persuaded  that  he  is,  if  not  your  lover,  at  least  a 
messenger  from  Tristrem." 

''  Alas !    I  know  not  who,  nor  what  he  is ;  but,  for 
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heaven's  sake,  go  and  see  him  yourself;  and,  if  possi- 
ble^ return  with  some  information  respecting  him.'' 

The  courteous  Brengwain  immediately  executed  her 
commission,  and  descended  into  the  hall,  where  she 
found  Tristrem  almie;  the  rest  of  the  company  having 
disappeared  soon  after  the  king's  departure.  Breng« 
wain  surv^ed  him  with  an  air  of  distance  and  anxiety  j 
but  Tristrem,  throwing  away  his  stake  as  soon  as  he 
saw  her,  exclaimed,  ^'  Brengwain !  fair  and  generous 
Brengwain !  in  the  name  of  God,  pity  and  assist  me  T 

**  Assist  thee  !*'  replied  Brengwain,  '^  how.  can  I  as^ 
sist  thee  ?" 

''  Alas  1 1  am  Tristrem !  who  live  in  sorrow  and  dis« 
appointment ;  I  am  Tristrem,  who  suffer  endless  mi- 
sery for  the  love  of  Ysolt !"  ''  That  you  most  certainly 
are  not,"  replied  Srengwain, ''  or  my  eyes  deceive»me 
strangely." 

"  Yes,  Brengwain!  I  am'  the  real  Tristrem.  Do.yod 
not  remember  how  we  sailed  together  firom  Ireland  ? 
you  were  then  entrusted  to  my  protection ;  you,  as  well 
as  Ysolt,  who  nowrefusestoacknowledge  me.  The  queen 
held  you  in  her  right  hand;  she  consigned  you  over 
to  me;  she  requested  me  to  take  oare  of  you,  no  less 
anxiously  than  she  recommended  her  daughter  Ysolt. 
You  must  remember  this,  fair  Brengwain !  At  the  same 
time,  she  delivered  into  your  charge  a  little  flagon, 
and  told  you  to  preserve  it  most  carefully,  if  you  wish- 
ed to  retain  her  affection.  When  we  got  out  to  sea,  the 
-weather  became  insufferably  hot ;  so  hot,  that  I,  though 
dressed  only  in  a  light  mantle,  was  near  fainting  with 
weakness  and  thirst.    I  asked  for  drink.    A  servant,, 
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who  was  at  my  feet,  got  up,  and,  smirching  for  liquor, 
found  the  flagon^  which  he  emptied  into  a  aiWer  cap* 
I  eagetiy  carried  the  beverage  to  my  lipa»  and  than  of- 
fered it  to  Ysolt,  who  was  equally  thimy.  We  dmik; 
we  both  drank ;  and  have  owed  to  Aat  beverage  aU 
the  misery  of  our  lives.  Do  yom  not  nuember  lUa^ 
?fknr  Brengwain  ? 

"  Not  a  word  of  it/'  replied  Brengwain. 

^  Brengwain !  since  that  day  I  have  never  ceased  to  j 
love  Ysolt;  but  I  have  concealed  my  pas^on  from  aS 
mankind.  You  have  seen  us;  y#u  have  heard  our 
mutual  protestations ;  you  have  consented  to  aid  oaf 
passion*  What  I  till  you  is  known  to  ua  thwe^  and  to 
us  <»Dly." 

Brengwain^  at  these  words^  turns  Mund  in  silence^ 
-and  hastens  to  her  mistresSi  Tristrem  fiAows,  acQwing 
her  to  assist  him;  and  they  arrive  together  at  the  cham* 
ber.  Brengwain  enters,  smiling;  but  Yscdt  dnuiges 
colour. at  the  sight  of  this  unwelcome  visitant,  and 
•complainsof  a  sudden  and  violent  indisposition.  Her 
attendants,  trained  to  discretion,  quit  the  room.  Tria* 
trem  runs  eagerly  up  to  his  mistress,  and  attempts  to 
embrace  her;  she  shudders  with  apprehension,  and 
starts  ftom  him.  Tristrem,  enjoying  her  confusioD, 
suddenly  recollects  his  assumed  character,  and;  station- 
ing himself  near  the  door,  proceeds,  in  his  feigned 
voice,  as  follows : 

''Alas!  never  did  I  expect,  fair  Ysolt!  sncha  recep- 
tion fiom  you,  and  from  the  amiable  Brengwain.  I  have 
lived  much  too  long,  since  I  am  become  an  object  of 
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jhocmr  and  duguat  to  tl^Me  I  love.  Oh  Tsolt !  Oh  my 
]ove !  trae  «flbptiop  has  a  more  T^tentive  memorjr.  J^ 
£>ui|taiii  if  a  beautiful  object  1  bi|t  when  it  cease? 
p>  liw  into  |fae  air,  amd  throv  its  re&eahing  watery 
Uroiind;  when  it  dries  vip  ix^  summer,  it  ^oses  ^XL  it? 
yidae.    Such>  it  sfoems^  is  your  love !" . 

'*  Friend,"  replied  Ysplt,  '^  thy  discourse  astonishea 
me !  I  s^  and  hear  you,  but  neiAer  my  eyes  nor  my 
.^ars  shew  m^,  in  you,  the  slightest  resemblance  of  Tris- 
trem."  Tristrem  answers:  ''  Ysolt,  vfiy  love!  I  ani> 
indeed  I  am  your  Tristrem.  Do  you  not  remember 
the  seiiefchal  who  betrayed  you  to  the  king  ?  jHe  was 
my  companion ;  we  were  of  the  same  age,  and  lodged 
in  the  s^me  hous^  One  night,  when  I  rose  to  visit  you, 
he  fcdlpwed  me.  Ui^fortui^itely  it  had  snowed,  and  the 
traces  of  my  jGeet  l^etrayed  me.  He  followed  my  stepp 
in  f^^f^et ;  )ie  0^y  jxxe  enter  your  chamber;  and,  ne^^t 
d^y,  aqeusedn^liefiwe  the  king.  He  was,  I  thjnk,  th^ 
fyxl  perscm  ^ho  awakened  the  jealousy  of  your  bus*- 
band.  NeiLt,  you  cann<#  butremepiber  the  treacheipua 
dwarf*  our  moat  malignai^t  enen^y,  whom  you  so  vio» 
l^tjy,  and  so  justly  bajbed.  He  was  plaiped  by  Kiog 
Mark  as  a  spy  odl  ypur  acjdons,  and  bis  temp^  wa^i 
well  aoited  tP  ainch  a  vile  commission*  He  watched 
you  night  and  day*  Once,  however,  we  had  the  art  to 
OQ^-wit  him.  Such  is  the  inexhaustible  invention  of 
lovers,  that  they  will  arrive  at  last,  by  dint  of  strata- 
gems!, at  the  completion  of  their  wishes.  The  dwarf 
had  employed  a  notable  artifice  to  detect  our  secret 
meetings,  by  strewing  flour  over  your  room;  but  I  per- 

;;,  and,  at  one  jump,  sprang  from  my  bed 
1* 
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into  yours.  But  I  received,  accidentally,  a  scratch  <ak 
ray  arm ;  your  sheets  were  stained  with  blood,  as-  were 
my  own,  when  I  leapt  back  into  my  bed.  King  Mark 
did  not  fail  to  observe  this  unlucky  coincidence,  and 
consequently  banished  me  from  court  Do  you  hot 
remember,  my  love,  a  present  I  once  made  you?  a 
little  dog,  of  uncommon  beauty,  your  favourite  Cru  f 
Do  you  not  remember  an  earlier  and  more  important 
incident  of  your  life,  when  my  audacious  rival,  the  ce- 
lebrated harper,  came  to  your  fitther's  court,  and  so 
charmed  his  ears,  that  he  obtained  you  as  a  scholar,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  carrying  you  off  as  his  mistress  ? 
he  had  nearly  borne  you  off  to  his  ship ;  but  I  over- 
heard the  declaration  he  made  to  you ;  and,  mounting 
my  horse,  with  a  rote  in  my  hand,  overtook,  and  wrest- 
ed you  from  him.  He  obtained  you  by  his  harp;  I  re- 
covered you  by  my  roie.  Queen !  you  must  remember^ 
that  once,  when  I  was  in  disgrace  with  the  king,*  and 
most  anxious  to  converse  with  you,  I  came  into  the  or- 
chard, where  we  had  before  had  frequent'  interviews, 
and,  sitting  under  a  thorn,  began  to  cut  chips  of  wood, 
which  Were  the  well-known  signal  agreed  upon  be- 
tween us.  A'  fountain,  which  rose  in  the  otchard,  flow- 
ed  under  your  windows ;  I  ^brew  the  chips  into  the 
water,  and,  by  the  sight  of  them,  you  knew  that  I  should 
come  to  you  at  night.  An  enemy  chanced  to  aee  me, 
and  hastened  to  convey  the  secret  to'  Kii%  lifazk. 
The  king  came  at  night  to  the  garden,  and  concealed 
himself  under  the  thorn.  I  arrived  soon  after,  onoon- 
sdous  of  his  presence ;  but  I  luckily  perceived  his  sha- 
dow, and  guessed  the  story.    I  saw  you  coming  ;  and 
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was  gfieToufllyaknned^  lest  your  eagerness  in  approadi* 

ing  me  should  betray  you.     But  Heaven  protected  us. 

You  too  observed  the  second  shadow,  and  turned  back. 

•  I  addressed  you  aloud,>  requesting  your  interposition  to 

reconcile  me  to  the  king,  whose. fiivour  I  had  unjustly 

lost ;  or  to  procure  from  him  the  payment  of.  my  salary, 

with  leave  to  quit  the  kingdom^   By  this  fortunate  ac-> 

cident  we  were  saved,  and  I  was  reconciled  to  your  hu»« 

band.  Ysoit !  Do  you  remember  the  law  (L  e.  imJ,  .or* 

deal,)  that  you  underwent  for  my  sake?  When  you  came 

'  out  of  the  boat,  I  held  yousofUy  in  my  arms.     I  was 

perfectly  disguised,  according  to  your  instructions^  and 

•my  face  discoloured.  You  ordered  me  to  fall  with  yon 

in  my  arms :  I  did  so,  very  gently :  you  opened  your 

arms  to  me ;  i  fell  between  them.    The  whole  people 

were  witnesses  of  this  apparent  accident,  by.  which,  I  be< 

lieve,  you  were  acquitted  of  your  oath,'  and  of  the. law 

-  (enrf^oQ,  which  you  had.  promised,  before  the  court,  to 

submit  to." 

The  queen  listened  to  him,  marked  every  wwd,  look- 
ed at  him,  sighed,  but  was  unable  to  answer.  What 
could  she  think  ?  not  a  feature  in  his  face,  not  a  tone  in 
'  his  voice,  seemed  to  resemble  Trlstrem.  Yet  all  he  said 
was  correct  and  true.  Tristrem,  who  observed  every 
change  in  her  countenance,. thus  continued : 

'^  Lady !  queen !  Your  disposition  was  formerly  very 
different !  You  then  loved  me  frankly  and  finely ;  you 
are  now  full  of  disdain  and  reserve.  Is  this  dissimula- 
tion ?  I  have  seen  the  day,  &ir  lady,  when  you  not  only 
felt,  bat  were  proud  to  avow  your  passion.  When  King 
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Maik  bimUitd  tiB  bodi  fram  ctmr^  yoe  nadily  gave  1^ 
your  hand  We  left  die  court  together,  and  went  t<^ge- 
flier tothelbfest.  What  echawnipg  retreat 4id  we fiad 
jtfiere!  Hirtta.c»ve^  finmedbyiiBtlirem  the  rede:  ka 
•entraiice  was  oaivow^  and  acaredy  visible ;  but  wkfaiB, 
iipacbin,  vBuHed,  and  vatif^gated,  as  if  it  had  been  paiBt- 
-edbyart.  TfaatvaaltedoavewasAeaceneof  our.piea- 
aiires'diinngihetinieof  oorbanishnent.  Mydogyingr 
firi'ourite  jHadoMy  watched  as  in  silence.  Withmydofg 
andmjr&feonweweieatiioloaBfbramiiaeineBts.  I^y! 
you  remember  how  we  were  afterwards  disooveted.  The 
^kiag  himself  found  out'our  retceat^  by  the  asaiataooeef 
the  dwarf,  his  constant  coDdnetor.  Bnttibeeyeefficft- 
Ten  watdied'over  us.  The  king  found  us  aaleep;  bat 
nqrdrawn  sword  laybetween  us,  and'diat  removed  aU 
•hisjedousy.  He*drew  off  his  glove,  and  laid  it  gendf 
«n  your  ftiee,  observdng/that  your  lovely  cemplexioawas 
ftanlied  and  burned  by  thesun.  His  whole  kindness  re- 
turned ;  and  he  immediately  recalled  us  to  his  eourt. 
Ysolt !  you  must  :reaieniber  this.  I  gave  you  my  fi^ 
TOQritedQg;I>gaveyouHodain:)wherei8he?  cdlbim 
4ome/' 

«' I  have  him  staV  replied  Ysolt ;'' and  you  shall  see 
faimpresendy.  Brengwain,  haste  to f<ltdi thedog,  but 
bring  him  with  his  chainand  collar." 

Brengwain  obeyed  the  request  of  her  mistress,  and 
instantly  returned  with  the  dog,lbounding  befiare  lier* 
''Come here,  Hodainl"  said  Tiistrem;  "  thou wertonce 
mine,  and  I  now  redaim  thee." 

Hodainsaw,  andinstantly reoogniaed^  hismastfr,  Ne- 
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ver  did  aninuil  expirees  such  transports  <^  joy«  He  howU 
ed,  he  sprang  upon  him,  he  rubbed  his  &ce  against  him^ 
he  struck  the  ground  with  his  fore-feet,  and  eicpressed 
bis  affection  with  a  wtamA,  which  cofild  not  but  affect 
aU  the  beholders.  Ysolt's  astonishment  redoubled.  Tl|^ 
fierce  and  terrible  Hodain,  whom  ncme  but  herself  and 
Brengwain  dared  to  approach  since  the  departure  of  hi^ 
master,  was  suddenly  changied  in  his  natuise,  by  a  voice 
to  which  her  ear  was  quite unaccustemed.  Sbisblushedt 
and  became  more  and  more  con&sed^  Xristpem,  re^ 
taming  the  caresses  of  Hodaii^  satdtoher, ''Ysoltlhe, 
whom  I  once  fed  and  caressed,  has  not  fiMgotten  his  masv 
ter,  though  you  ferget  the  long  lActioD  and  teied  con« 
Btanej  of  your  lorer  V 


*^  Mnit  pusit  en  dien  *  gnat  ftandiife, 
**Em  terns  psat  ftintiM  1*' 


Ysolt  changed  colour^  and  shuddered  with  appNhen* 
sioa  tt^  anxiety :  be  eontimied--f'  Ladyl  you  once 
were  loyal  and  constant }  i>o  you  remember  the  time^ 
when,  in  the  oodiard,  we  were  Ibimd  asleep  by  your 
husband,  who,  in  a  transport  of  rage,  detenmned  to  put 
an  end  to  your  life?  but  H  was  the  wffi  of  Ptoridenoe 
^t  I  should  awake ;  I  ov^i^heardhis  resolution,  and  ad- 
vertised you  in  time  of  your  danger.  Onthatoocasion^ 
you  presented  to  me  yomr  ring.  It  wasof  gdd,  beauCi* 
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fblly  enamellecL    I  received  it  with  transport,  and 
tired." 

*^  True !"  exclaimed  Ysolt.  ''  Such  was  my  pledge  of 
faith  to  Tristrem !  You  have  the  ring,  then  ?  if  bo,  shew 
it  me." 

Tristrem,  drawing  the  ring  out,  presented  it  to  her. 
She  examined  it  with  attention,  clasped  her  hands  to- 
gether, and  exclaimed,  with  a  flood  of  tears, ''  At  last ! 
at  last,  I  have  lost  him !  If  Tristrem  were  still  alive,  no 
other  man  could  possess  this  ring.  Oh  !  he  is  dead ! 
he  is  dead !  wretch  that  I  am !  all  my  hopes  of  comfort' 
are  dead  with  him  !" 

-  Tristrem  was  not  proofagainst  the  tears  of  his  heloved 
mistress.  Overcome  with  compassion  and  admiration^  he 
exclaimed,  in  his  natural  voice,  '^  Lady  !  queen !  from 
henceforward,  I  cannot  doubt  that  your  constancy,  like 
your  beau^,  is  unaltered !"  Ysolt,  at  the  first  accents  of 
his  voice;,  threw  herself  into  his  arms,  and  kissed  his  face 
and  his  eyes.  Tristrem,  having  requested  Brengwain  to 
bring  him  some  water;  washed  away  the  die  whidi  had 
so  completely  changed  his  complexion,  while  Ysolt,  un- 
able to  speak,  or  to  loosen  her  embrace,  observed  in  si- 
lence the  revival  of  his  features.  Her  joy  was  extreme. 
She  will  never  more  part  with  him*  He  shall  have  the 
best  palace,  and  the  best  bed,  in  herhusband'sdominiona. 
Tristrem,  however,  wishes  only  for  the  queen.  Ysolt 
was  beautiful!  Tristrem  is  full  of  joy  and  transport^  and 
his  fair  hostess  receives  full  proof  of  it.  The  conduding 
lines  are  singularly  pretty. 
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Ymlt  entae  ks  bus  le  tin, 
Tde  joie  en  ad  de  son  ami 
K*cile  ad  etant  de  juste  Is, 
K'ele  ne  sait  cument  cantcnir. 
Ne  le  Vint  atiuit  mis  partii ! 
Dit,  k'  il  avrat  bd  ostd, 
£  baus  lit,  ben  ftit  et  bd ; 
Tristian  autre  chose  ne  qiiiert 
Hon  la  R^ine.    YsoU  bde  ck  ! 
Tristran  en  est  jotus  et  ler : 
Mult  set  ben  ki  il  herbiger. 


ABSTRACT 


OF 


ANOTHER  FRAGMENT, 


t^  ME  DOnCE^S  MS. 


Tfiifl  begnkty  aa  it  appesMy  in  tbe  middk  of  a  fbrions 
speech^  in  which  Brengwain  reproaches  Ysolt— ^'  Aceor* 
s^  be  llie  hour,"  says  she,  *^  wfacB  I  first  \xxs4r  jda,  and 
Tristrcmyourlofer!  For  yon  I  abandoned  my  country, 

Et  pan,  put  yo^xt  fol  oizage, 
PotdiB  dame,  mon  poodage ! 
lol  fi%  cortet*  pur  mtre  amnr; 
VuB  me  promistes  grant  honur ;  &e. 


This  hmg-innded  quarrel^  whieh  oociqpies  IMlHoes^ 
ori|^Bated,  as  it  i^pipters,  m  a  mistake.  Ysolt  and  Tns* 
trenti  had  persiii^ed  Brengwain  to  adcept  the  faimd  ^ 
KaheAlikij  bfeotfaerto  Ysolt  aua  Blanches  Mains,  the  wiib 
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of  Tristrem :  and  Tristrem  and  Kaherdin^  having;,  aoon 
after  this^  secretly  departed  for  mmie  reason  or  other^ 
Cariados,  a  boasting  and  cowardly  knight,  declares  that 
he  has  driven  them  both  out  of  the  country.  Poor  Breng- 
wain,  extremely  offended  at  the  supposed  cowardice  of 
her  husband,  quarrels  with  Ysolt  for  making  the  maftch^ 
and>  in  a  fury,  denounces  her  friend  to  King  Mark. 

Mark  listens  very  patiently  to  her  string  of  aocosa- 
tionSj  which,  to  do  them  justice,  might  have  perplexed 
a  better  head  than  his,  and  urges  her  to  explain  hend£ 
a  little  more  intelligibly,  promising  her  inviolable  ae. 
crecy .  He  had  concluded,  that  Tristrem  had  lately  been 
found,  according  to  custom,  in  the  embraces  of  Ysolt ; 
but  he  hears,  with  astonishment,  that  Ysolt  is  now  pas- 
sionately in  love  with  Cariados.  This  intelligence,  whick 
had  no  foundation  but  in  the  anger  of  the  confidante, 
perplexes  him  more  than  ever ;  but  he  ends,  by  de- 
siring Brengwain  to  take  complete  charge  of  her  mis- 
tress, and  to  preserve  her,  if  possible,  exchisively  for 
his  embraces.  ^ 

.  While  Ysolt  thus  .found  her  former  firiend  and  confi- 
dante converted  into  an  inflexible  duenna;  while  Maik 
was  more  than  ever  a  prey  to  jealousy ;  while  Cariados 
foimd  his  passion  for  Ysolt  less  likely  than  ever  to  be- 
come successful,  Tristrem  and  Kaherdin  were  proceed- 
ing on  their  journey.  It  at  length,  though  rather  late, 
occurred  to  the  former;  that  they  had  quitted  the  objects 
of  their  affection  somewhat  hastily ;  and  he  determined^ 
no  less  hastily,  to  return  to  court ;  to  obtain  a  sight  of 
Ysolt,  and  explain  to  her  the  motives  of  his  departme. 
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He  theretoe  quits  his  companion,  assumes  the  dress  of 
a  poor  man,  and^  by  means  of  herbs,  disfigures  his  hot 
8o  as  to  appear  like  a  leper.  He  blackens  his  face  atid 
bands,  and,  taking  an  alms-cup  (Aofiapiie  marre,  a  leper's 
cup)  which  Ysolt  had  given  him  during  the  first  year  of 
their  passion,  he  put  it  into  a  clapper  of  box,  and  thus 
converted  it  into  a  beggar^s  rattle.  He  then  repaired  to 
court,  stationed  himself  near  the  hall-door,  and  endea« 
voured  to  procure,  by  repeated  questions  to  aU  whom  he 
met,  some  account  of  his  mistress.  His  endeavours,  how- 
ever, were  all  ineffectual.  At  length,  on  a  great  hoU« 
day,  he  saw  the  king  and  queen  proceeding  to  the  cathe- 
dral, to  hear  mass.  Tristrem  attached  himself  to  the 
queen,  and  rattled  so  loudly,  in  the  hopes  of  attracting 
her  attention,  calling  on  her  by  name,  for  some  chaii* 
table  donation,  that  the  Serjeants,  offen<)ed  at  his  press- 
ing so  dose  to  her,  thought  it  necessary,  by  blows  and 
menaces,  to  drive  him  out  of  the  crowd.  Tristrem  bears- 
all,  but  constantly  returns  to  the  charge.  He  follows 
Ysolt  into  the  chapel  of  the  cathedral,  still  rattling  and 
crying  for  charity,  till  his  importunity  first  raised  her 
indignation,  and  then  her  wonder  and  curiosity.  She 
casts  her  eyes  onthe  tankard,  and  immediately  recognises 
her  lover ;  and,  blushing  with  alarm  and  surprise,  draws 
a  gold  ring  fcma  her  finger,  which  she  endeavours  to 
threw  intQ  the  tankard.  Unfortunately,  the  watchful 
eyes  of  Brengwain  had  already  made  the  same  discovery 
as  those  of  Ysolt.  She  calls  Tristrem  a  sturdy  beggar  ; 
scolds  the  seijeants  for  permitting  him  to  come  so  near 
the  queen^  and,  addressing  herself  to  Y-solt, "  How  long 
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have  yott  been  ao  charitable  as  to  make  roch  imgnMcent 
presents  to  lazars  and  ooniinon  beggars?  You  wiA>  dien^ 
to  ^ve  him  a  gold  ring  i  but  fortunately  I  have  the 
power  to  prevent  joa  from  purchasing  repentance  so 
dearly."  Tristrem>  finding  himself  buffetted^  and  turned 
out  of  church  by  order  of  Brengwain^  leams,  fiir  the  first 
time,  that  he  has  eiccited  her  indignation  ;  and,  veduoed 
to  utter  despair,  and  bewailing  his  misery,  knows  not 
whichway  to  direct  his  steps.  There  was,  in  the  outer 
court  of  the  palace,  near  the  porter's  lodge,  a  remnant 
of  aruined  stair-case.  On  this  he  throws  lumsdf,  over« 
powered  by  fatigue  and  anzietyt  and  fidis  into  a  swoon. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  service  being  ended,  the  king  and 
que^i  returned  firom  the  cathedral  to  dinner ;  after  whidi 
the  evening  was  devoted  to  amosements,  in  winch  poot 
Ysolt,  solely  oQCupied  by  her  own  diebress,  and  that  of 
her  lover^  was  muMe  to  take  a  part  At  n%lit,  it  ao 
happened,  that  the  porter,  finding  himself  very  oaU  in 
his  lodge,  directed  his  wife  to  go  and  get  some  wood  lor 
the  fire.  '^  Some  dry  logs,  my  dear  Marien ;  and  some 
fiiggots  immediately  1"  His  wife,  unwilling  to  go  to  Ae 
wood-pile,  recollects  some  bundles  of  fiiggots  lying  an 
the  old  stair-case.  She  goes  thitber  in  dK  dork,  seises, 
instead  of  the  fiiggots  she  expected  to  find,  the  Aaggj 
and  tattered  doak  of  Tristrem,  screams  with  firigbt,  and 
ihashei  toiler  husband,  with  the  assoranoeef  her  havfasg 
fotmd  the  devil.  Her  husband  takes  a  l%ht,  eacanunea 
all  the  ol]je<3ts  round  hinif  imd,  proceeding  with  gresit 
-caution  to  the  ndned  stair-case,  finds  a  human  figure 
cold  and  insensible.    Tristrem,  however,  awakes  Aran 
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his  swoon,  reoc^gnixes  biB  tried  flioid  die  porter,  telk 
him  his  fltorj,  is  received  into  Ihe  hdge,  liiids  a  good 
supper  and  a  warm  bed,  and  diaiMd^duw  the  ftiendly 
porter  with  a  message  to  Breogimii.  But  neither 
Tristrdn's  message,  nor  the  porters  eh)qiienoe,  had 
any  ieffeet  on  the  iSUMj^  oonfidante.  Yaolt,  however, 
hnofwing  where  her  loRwr  is  lodged,  sees  a  lay  of  hope, 
emplog^  eveiy  tx^ic  of  flattery,  and  humbles  hemelf  ao 
eflectoatty,  that  Bsengwain  at  lengAseoasents  to  go  and 
hear  Tristcem^s  |ii8tificatioa ;  ooavineed,  at  the  same 
time,  that  it  most  pnoveunsatisfiictory.  TriatBem,  how>* 
.ever,  iriio  was  reaUyinnooent,  eseolpates  hhnself  com- 
flekdy ;  promises  to  punish  Cariades  fiv  his  infamons 
calumny,  and  at  length  is  secretly  condaotedby  Bceng* 
-wain  to  the  diamher  of  Ysoit,  whese  he  stays  till  nepfr 
morning,  when  he  takes  his  Jeave,  xetnjrns  to  the  sea- 
ude,  meets  Kaherdin,  passes  into  Brittany,  and  finds 
Ysolt  aux  Btanches  Mains  distracted  with  jealousy  at 
the  strange  conduptof  her  husband,  but  hitherto  igoth* 
rant  of  her  rival. 

Tristrem  being  departed.  Queen  Ysolt,  recollecting 
that  her  lover  had  purchased  one  short  night  of  faappi* 
•ness  by  much  fiitigue  and  anxiety,  besides  a  long  swoon 
may  possibly  have  injured  his  health,  thinks  it 
to  do,  on  her  part,  some  penance,  in  return  for  all 
that  he  had  suffsred  for  her  sake.  Never  was  there  a 
more  peifeet  model  of  female  constancy  and  fidelity  1 
She  detannined  to  wear,  next  her  skin,  a  shift  of  hair- 
4dolh,  whidi  she  never  quitted  night  or  day,  **  Fors 
^pmnd  eouehoU  a  son  sagneur/'  and  she  fturthermore 
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made  a  vow  to  wear  it  constantly  till  she  should  heu 
news  of  Tristrem.  After  much  suffering  of  mind  snd 
body^  she  cdled  to  her  a  minstrel  (tM  nieUeMr)  to  whom 
the  explained,  much  in  detail,  her  whole  anxiety,  snd 
ultimately  gave  instructions  to  communicate  this  infoN 
mation  to  her  lover.  Tristrem,  on  the  receipt  of  this 
intelligence,  becomes  extremely  anxious  to  see  his  Ysok 
in  her  state  of  penitence  |  he  has  an  interview  with  Ka- 
herdin,  and  the  tiro  friends  agree  to  pass  over,  in  di»- 
guise,  to  ComwalL  They  take  new  devices  and  armour, 
and  set  off  in  disguise  for  the  court  of  King  Mark, 
where  they  arrive  just  before  a  great  festival,  and  ir^ 
as  foreign  knights,  honourably  reodved.  The  multi- 
tude assembled  at  this  festival'Was  prodigious,  and  the 
games  exhibited  were  unusually  splendid  and  vaiious. 
akirmishing  {mretlUng) : 

£t  puis  firent  un  sauz  Waleis, 
Et  uns  qu*  apdent  WandeU, 
Et  puis  fe  porteient  cembcali, 
Et  lancerent  od  coseals, 
Od  gavelos  et  od  espies : 
Sur  tus  i  fut  Tristram  prists. 

In  the  middle  of  the  tournament,  in  whidi  the  two 
friends  greatly  distinguished  themselves,  Tristrem  was 
fortunately  recognized  by  one  of  his  best  friends,  who, 
alarmed  for  his  safety  and  that  of  Kaherdin,  and  for^ee- 
ing  that  thdr  valour  would  expose  the^i  to  great  danger, 
furnished  them  with  two  excellent  horses,  the  fleetest 
of  the  whole  country.  This  valuable  present  was  recei- 
ved just  in  time.  Tristrem  and  Kaheidin  had  slain  twa 
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knights^  the  modt  powerM  and  popular  of  the  court, 
oae  of  whom  was  Cariadosy  and  were  obliged  to'  save 
tbemsdves  by  flight  from  a  whole  army  of  assailants. 
These,  however,  were  Cornish  assailants,  and  not  very 
anxious  to  overtake  such  fonnidable  champions  as  the 
two  friends,  who  arrived  on  the  sea^-coast  unhurt,  and 
returned  qldetly  to  Brittany.  (Here  occurs  the  digres- 
sion on  the  subject  of  Thomas,  quoted  at  length  in  the 
Introduction.) 

Tristrem  and  Kaherdin,  the  former  of  whom  seems 
to  have  suddenly  forgotten  die  hair*cloth  shirt  of  Ysolt, 
passed  some  time  in  Brittany,  in  amusements  of  differ* 
ent  kinds ;  in  feasting,  hunting,  seeking  adventures  on 
the  frontiers,  and  when  they  were  more  at  leisure,  in 
going  "  aux  images"^ 

"<  As  images  se  dtditoient, 

*'  Pur  1«8  dfUDM  que  tant  amoient.*' 

One  day,  it  happened,  after  a  chase,  when  the  two 
i^ittids,  being  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  party,- were 
.  returning  to  the  rendezvous,  they  discovered,  riding  to« 
wards  them,  a  Breton  knight  on  a  grey  horse.  He  was 
splendidly  armed.  His  shield  was  of  gold,  fretted  with 
vair :  and  so  were  the  hnge  (coat  armour),  the  flag  of 
his  ^pear,  and  his  crest.  The  veni-gualas  (covering  of 
his  shield,)  which  was  closely  shut,  was  of  the  same  suit. 
He  was  tall,  stoat,  and  well-proportioned.  The  firiends 


*  TUf  seeina  to  allude  to  the  images  of  Ysolt  rikid  Brengwitin  in 
the  eaitle  of  Beljagog—- See  p.  178. 
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BiJiuted  them  CQxat^muify,  v})ich  t||^y  returned^  fad 
then  inquired  his  n^me^  ai^d  ti)e  qfi|eot  of  his  journey. 

"  Sir."  said  the  unknowii  kniidit.  '^  cui  you  teaidi  me 
jbhie  way  to  die  culle  qf  Tnurtrjoyi  PAnMSftfewr  ''What 
do  you  want  with  him  ?*'r)BturnedTriitaQ9m;  ''wii0aie 
you  ?  wb^t  is  your  name  }  You  i)^  go  no  &itber^  for 
I  am  Tnstrem.  Now  explain  your  wiahea."  ''  I  am  re- 
joiced to  find  you,"  replied  the  stranger;  ''my  nime  is 
TiistremleNim:  lamof  diemaridiesofBiEittaiiy.  On 
the  right  hand  Inwards  thie  aea  of  Spain,  I  bad  a  castle 
—I  had  jtoo  a  mistrjeas;  but  I  haye  unfortnnatdy  kwt 
her.  The  night  before  last  ahe  was  torn  fe^i  me*  £s« 
tnit  rOrgii^Ui^ax>  of  Ca8tle-fer>  has  torn  ber  away  by 
force,  and  now  keeps  her  confinedinhis  castle.  In  Ihis 
extremity  of  distress,  I  apply  to  you,  as  the  most  va- 
liant 'knight  in  the  world,  for  assistance:  and  I  know 
that  the  bravest  of  men  is  also  the  most  amorous,  and 
most  able  to  appreciate  the  misery  of  my  situatioD. 
Should  you  sucoeed  in  recovering  my  mistrass,  I  pro- 
miae  you,  for  life,  homage  and  serviQe.**  '^  I  w31  assist 
you,  my  friend,"  replied  Tristrem ;  '^but  for  the  present, 
let  us  return  to  my  castle.  To-morrow  we  will  set  off 
on  this  adventure." 

The  odier  will  not  hear  of  this  dday.  ''  Tristrem 
r  Amoureux,"  says  he,  '^  tf  he  heard  me,  woidd  either 
deny,  or  give  me  his  aid  immediately !  as  a  lover  he 
would  foel  compassion  for  my  impatience*  Trifle  with 
me  no  longer,  sirs,  but  shew  me  to  him!"  ''  I  ac- 
quiesce," replied  Tristrem ;  "  It  is  my  duty  to 
pany  you  now.    Only  suflfer  me  to  send  for  my 


SIR  TRISTREM.  84I 

As  toon  as  he  is  equipped,  they  set  off  upon  the  es- 
peditton^andj  after  sometime^  arrive  at  Casde-fer«  They 
stop  before  the  walls  at  the  edge  of  the  forest  Estoit 
rOrgtteilleax  was  a  most  formidable  knight^  and  had  six 
brothers,  knights  also,  and  of  approved  valour,  thou^ 
inferior  to  him  in  might*  Two  of  these  brothers  weie 
just  returning  from  a  tournament  with  their  attendants, 
and  fidling  in  with  Tristrem's  party,  commenced  a  eom^ 
bat,  in  which  they  were  both  slain.  The  noise  of  this 
encounter  speedily  reaching  the  castle,  the  proud  Estuit 
sallied  forth  with  his  garrison,  and  a  fresh  and  more  ob- 
stinate conflict  ensued,  in  which,  after  prodigies  of  va- 
lour, he  and  his  four  remaining  brothers  lost  their  K  ves  • 
But  Tristrem  le  Nain  was  also  killed,  and  Tristrem  him« 
self  wounded  in  the  loin  by  a  poisoned  lance,  after  slay- 
ing  the  person  who  bore  it.  With  great  difficulty  he  is 
carried  to  his  castle,  where  every  effort  of  medicine  is  in 
vain  exerted  for  the  cure  of  his  wound.  Spite  of  all  the 
salves  and  cataplasms,  which  were  liberally  applied,  and 
the  draughts,  which  were  as  unsparingly  administered^ 
the  gangrene  becomes  worse,  and  it  is  at  length  evident, 
that  no  one  can  cure  it  save  Ysolt  of  ComwalL  But  it 
was  impossible  that  Tristrem,  in  his  reduced  state,  could 
undertake  a  voyage  to  England,  and,  iqyparently,  it  was 
as  difficult  for  Ysolt  to  come  to  Brittany.  In  this  dis- 
tress, Tristrem  resolves  to  unbosom  himself  to  Kaherdin 
in  private,  and  directs  the  chamber  to  be  cleared*  His 
wife  conceals  herself  to  hear  tjheir  conference,  suspi- 
dous  that  Tristrem,  with  whose  abstinence  she  was  but 
too  well  acquainted,  was  about  to  renounce  the  world. 
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.«iid  beoome  a  monk.    She  learns^  however,  a  diflBBwnt 

and  yet  moce  mortifyiiig  secret.    Triatrem,  in  a  veiy 

long,  and,  to  say  die  truth,  a  very  dull  lamentation,  be- 

jnaanshisabsenoefromYsolt  of  Cornwall,  andooncludes, 

by  howling  and  sobbing  so  bitterly,  as  to  melt  the  tai^ 

der  heart  of  Kaheidin,  who  laying  aside  all  respect  for 

his  sister^s  interest,  ofiers  to  serve  his  friend  in  whatever 

-he  should  command*  Tristram,  in  a  second  haxaogiM^ 

requestshim  togo  to  England  in  his  new  ship,  and  there 

to  deliver  to  the  qiieen  of  Cornwall  an  exoeediiig  kxig 

message,  entreating  her  to  come  to  his  rdief.     He  also 

desires  him  to  Aurniah  himself  with  two  sets  of  saib,  one 

.  white  and  one  black ;  the  former  to  be  displayed  inhk 

.  retum,if  his  embassy  piovedsucoess&l,  thelatter,  shonU 

.  it  be  otherwise ;  and,  finally,  he  gives  him  his  ring,  to 

be  presented  to  Ysolt  as  a  token  from  her  lover.    To 

Tristrem's  wife,  Kaherdin  is  charged  only  to  say,  in 

general,  that  he  goes  to  England  for  aceldiirated  lesd 

.  {mire)  to  cure  her  husband's  wound.   Thus  instructed, 

Kaherdin,  after  a  long  indulgence  of  social  grief  with 

.  his  friend,  departs  for  England*    Meanwhile,  Ysolt  of 

Britany  has  heard  all  the  secret  of  her  husband's  love, 

with  the  rage  of  a  slighted  woman.  On  this  subject  the 

.  minstrel  becomes  sententious  :— 


.Ire  de  fcmnie  cat  a  dnter, 
Mult  8*eii  dot  chaacun  gfoder ! 
Car  lii  u  plus  ami  aura 
lUuc  plutot  se  vengera  ! 
Cum  de  leger  vent  lur  amur* 
De  leger  vent  lur  haiir. 
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Bt  plitt  dqie  lur 
Qiumt  vetft»  M  qiM  lor  wadtiL 
L'omur  ne  nvent  KBomjam^ 
Et  1ft  hajir  nent  atanprer* 

These  severe  remarks  upon  female  passions  the  poet 
cuts  short,  recollecdng  that  the  ladies  will  not  be  dis* 
posed  to  profit  by  his  morality,  and  proceeds  to  tell  how 
Ysolt  of  Brittany,  though  inwardly  resolved  on  ven- 
geance, showed  every  external  mark  of  affection  for  her 
husband,  inquiring  often  when  Kaherdin  would  return 
with  the  skilful  physician,  to  seek  whom  he  had  gone 
to  England.  Kaherdin,  meanwhile,  pursues  his  way  to 
London.  The  following  description  of  that  dty,  and 
of  the  Breton's  arrivid,  disguised  as  a  merchant,  in  the 
court  of  King  Mark,  is^a  good  specimen  of  the  language 
and  manner  of  the  French  minstreU 

Londres  est  muh  ziche  taU  f 
Mdiur  n'ad  en  CxisdenU 
Pur  ▼«illMicni  ne  melx  aaris6,  (1) 
Melx  gATamie  (S),  de  gnmt  ptiaee ; 
Mult  ament  largesse  et  honur, 
C3)  Cunteiiieat  sei  par  gnnt  baldnr ; 
Le  feodnev  (4)  cat  de  Eogleteixe 
iS)  Aviat  d'iloc  ne  estoet  querre. 


Q)  Melg  uiijtf.— .Mieuz  assise,  situea  (2)  GavantU^-^-Guum, 
pfOTided.  (3)  Cuntdnent^  &c.— lis  (le  habitans,  de  Londres)  se 
oootieoaent  Cmaintimnent)  avee  grand  courage.  (4)  Recavrer*^ 
Ballying  point,  or  bulwark.  (5)  Avemif  ftc—Before  the  existence 
fif  London,  En^d  had  no  place  of  strength,  or  rallying  pmnt 


244  SIR  TRISTREM. 

AI  pe  (6)  dd  mar  li  emC  (7>  TMoin ; 

Par  li  fcat  (8)  la  UMidiMidiie, 

De  tatet  lea  qui  nmty  (9) 

U  (10)  maicbeans  CreHiaM  vieiit ; 

Li  bume  i  sunt  de  gnnt  eoffo,  (11) 

Venn  i  ert  Dan  Kaheidiii 

O76  (12)  set  dn^Wy  i  set  aiseb, 

Dunt  il  ad  de  bons  et  de  bds; 

En  sun  pong  (12)  jncnt  un  giant  oitnir,  (14) 

Et  un  dnp  d'etdnnge  culur,  (15) 

Et  un  cupe  ben  turee  (16) 

Entain^  (17),  et  n^^ ;  (18) 

Al  Rei  Markes  en  fait  preKOt, 

Et  li  dit  TaimaUanenty 

(^*od  sun  aver  vent  en  sa  tene,  (19) 

Pur  altre  ganir  (20)  et  oonqiiaTe ; 

Pais  ledonist  en  sa  zegiun, 

C^  pas  n*i  seit  a 


(6)  i>e..Pied.  (17)  Cttrt— Court.  (8)  FenL^Yead,  (9)  Det 
tuUty  &JB. — ^Des  toutes  Ics  (terres)  qui  existent;  (10)  IT.— Ou.  (11) 
Engm. — Ingine,  genius.    (12)  Oi*/.— Avec.    (18)   Pm^.— Poiag. 

(14)  Offrvr.— >Astur,  Latin.  A  goss-hawk.  Eyeiy  peiaon  of  lank 
emied  a  bawk  upon  bis  fist  It  iq^iears  from  BflidjBjr*8  Skip  ^ 
Fooit^  tbat  cbey  even  bnmgbt  tbeir  fakons  into  dburdi : 

Anotber  on  bis  fist,  a  iparabawke  or  fiiwoanoy 
Or  else  a  eokow,  and  so  wasting  bis  siioBe» 
Beftxre  tbe  anltais  be  to  and  fro  doth  wander, 
Witb  even  as  great  devotion  as  a  gander. 

(15)  Eitrange  cix/air.— Petbaps  ttrange  means  predons,  as  in  lbs 
Italian  pekgrino.  (16)  Cujte,  &c.— Une  ooupe  bien  tonre£i  Wdl 
turned  upon  the  htbe.  (17)  jBntoti?/.— Bngnved.  (18)  ATAtf 
Annealed,  or  perbaps  naVSf  in  allusion  to  tbe  custom  of  fibdng  naifa» 
or  pins,  into  dzinldng  vessels.  (19)  QvW,  lt&-~T1iat  he  was 
come  into  the  country  with  his  property  {avoir).    (20)  Ckmir^^ 
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Ne  dotoAge  al  ad,  ni  hunte. 

Par  cfaamberlainsy  ne  par  Veieaats. 

Li  lei  It  dune  ferme  pais  (21) 

Oiaot  (29)  ttts  iceiit  del  palaii< 

A  la  Kine  vait  padsy 

De  set  avert  (83)  li  volt  mustrery 

Un  aficail  (24)  oyH  de  or  fin, 

Li  port  en  tfa  main  KahetdiUf 

Ke  qnide  qa*an  lede  (25)  mcUcor  teit  i 

Present  a  la  rdne  en  fait : 

Li  on  (26)  est  mult  bonsy  ee  dit 

ITnques  Ysolt  mdiur  He  nt 

Thttsiiktiodaced  to  Ysolt,  Kaherdm8hew8herthewdl-« 
known  ring  of  Tristrem,  under  pretence  of  comparing 
the  gold^  of  which  it  is  made,  with  that  of  the  seal,  or 
clasp,  which  he  offers  to  her  acceptance.  Thd  queen  of 
Cornwall  instantly  changes  colour,  and  takes  the  sup- 
posed merchant  aside,  under  pretence  of  chaffering  for 
the  ring.  Kaherdin  delivers  his  message  in  about  fifty 
lines  of  common-place  tautology.  Ysolt  takes  the  advice 
of  Brengwain,  and  communicates  to  her  the  whole  cir« 
comstanoes  of  this  distressing  case.  Here  occurs  ano- 
ther scene  of  weeping  and  sobbing,  betwixt  the  queen 
and  her  confidante.  At  length  the  former  adopts  the  re« 
solution  of  going,  at  all  risks,  to  the  aid  of  her  lover* 
She  escapes  from  the  palace  by  a  postern  gate  commu- 
nicating with  the  Thames,  and,  embarking  in  the  vessel 

Gagner.  (21)  jPoif.— Peace,  or  protection  against  the  exactions 
of  the  officers  of  the  royal  household.  (22)  Oianty  ftc-^This  may 
mean,  in  the  hearing  of  all  thoee  of  the  palace ;  or  perhaps  oiant  is 
derived  from  the  old  English  oy^M^*  against.  (23)  ^v^s— Avoir, 
goods.  (24)  Ajkail  seems  to  mean  a  dasp,  from  agkiher,  (25) 
^Secfe.— .A  seal,  from  iigiUum  ;  it  seems  to  he  used  synonymously 
with  afteaU,    {fS)  Li  ort^^'Uot. 
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of  Kaherdin^  they  instantly  set  saiL  The  minatrei  de- 
scribes the  agonizing  expectation  with  which  Tristrem 
waited  the  approach  of  every  vessel^  and  then  returns  to 
thevoyagersy  whose  bark  is  assailed  by  a  tempest.  The 
manoeuvres  of  the  seamen  are  described  in  nautical  lan- 
guage ;  and  the  sobs  and  tears  of  Ysolt  axe,  as  usual,  ac- 
companied by  those  of  the  sympathetic  Kaherdin.  The 
former  declaims^  with  the  poet's  usual  tautology,  upon 
the  hardship  of  being  wrecked  on  so  interesting  an  ex- 
pedition; and  is  only  comforted  by  the  reflection,  that 
die  will  be  drowned,  and  that  Tristrem,  on  hearing  die 
tidings,  will  assuredly  drown  himself  also,  and  tfaa^  per* 
adventure,  the  stomach  of  the  same  fish  may  serve  as  a 
tomb  to  them  both. 

Qua  semcl  O  iterum  oongndisnnir,  ait ! 

The  storm,  however,  being  appeased,  they  gain  the  coast 
of  Brittany,  and  the  white  sails  are  displayed,  as  signal 
of  the  success  of  Kaherdin*s  embassy.    A  dead  oshn 
prevents  their  gainingharbour,  and  occasions  Ysolt  nesN 
ly  as  much  vexation  as  the  former  tempesL  Meanwhile 
her  vengeful  rival  apprises  Tristrem  of  the  return  of  Ae 
long-expected  vessel*     He  eagerly  inquires  the  ooloor 
of  the  sail  she  displays ;  and  his  wife  declaring  that  the 
sails  are  black,  he  turns  his  face  to  the  wall,  implores 
the  mercy  of  God  upon  Ysolt  and  himself  and  exclaims^ 
that,  though  she  has  refused  to  come  to  his  aid,  he  dies 
for  her  sake.    He  repeats  her  name  thrice,  and  dies  io 
the  fourth  invocation. 
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••  Aam  Ytoltr  tici  fes  (1)  dit, 
AU  quMte  rend  Teiprit; 
Idmic  phiTCQt  par  la  nuutun, 
Li  cheralur,  li  cumpuagnuD ; 
Li  cris  ert  bait,  la  plaintc  eat  grant ; 
Saillient  ehevaler  et  teijant, 
Bt  portent  li  hon  de  ran  Ut ; 
Puia  le  cbachent  (9)  ear  un  samit, 
Covrele  d'  plaie  rieo  (3). 

DuriiigthiB  sad  scene^  Ysolt  landsf  and  demands  of  an 
old  man  the  meaning  of  the  lamentations  which  resound 
through  every  street.  "  Fair  dame^"  answered  he^  *'  ne- 
yer  was  so  great  cause  for  mourning.  Dead  is  Tri»< 
trem,  the  free,  the  valorous,  the  prop  of  his  hege  men, 
''  the  reliever  of  the  distressed."  When  Ysolt  heard 
him,  flihe  could  not  for  grief  answer  a  word,  but  went 
sQently  through  the  crowds,  whomarvelled  at  her  beauty, 
till  she  reached  the  castle-hall,  where  the  body  of  her 
lover  was  displayed ;  then  threw  herself  upon  the  bier, 
and  died  in  a  last  embrace  :^— 

Si  se  tome  ven  Orient, 
Pur  li  prie  piteoaement : 
**  Amis  Tristan,  quant  mort  tus  vei, 
**  Par  xaisun  fiTie  puis  ne  dei ! 
**  Mort  estea  pur  la  mei  amur, 
^*  Et  lo  murs,  amis,  de  tendrur, 
**  Quant  a  t^ns  ne  poi  venir  !** 
De  juste  li  va  dune  gear 
Bmbraase  le,  si  s*etendit» 
Sun  espirit  a  tant  rendist. 


(I)  TrH  >b.— Trns  Ibis.  (2)  Chu^emt^-4knAmU  (8)  Plak 
nrfe.---Tiqw8s«ie  ray^  PM«,  wUdi  is  derived  from  piags,  pU. 
ganim,  seems  to  be  the  etjmon  of  the  Seottish/Csli. 
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The  tale  of  Sir  Tristrem  has  in  no  oountry  obtained 
more  popularity  than  in  Germany**  There  are  no  less 
than  three  metrical  romances  upon  the  subject  extant 
at  this  day,of  whidi  the  ^rst  and  most  celebrated  is  the 
composition  of  Gottfiried  von  Strasbn^.  This  diall  be 
more  particularly  noticed  after  mentioning  the  others^ 
which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity,  of  inq>ecting. 

*  From  the  foUowing  passage  in  JBtalfiani  Sinari  JUii  Sea- 
grofMa  hutorict  UieraricB  Itlandicw  {HavnkSt  1777-8),  it  appears 
that  Tristrem  was  tiandated  into  the  Icelandic  tongue  aa  early 
as  the  thirteenth  centiuy :  '<  TrutranA  ei  Itoddas  (Mitorio)  per 
Bobertum  Monackum  in  lingmm  JtlanHcam  tronMaJuttu  HagtM 
Korvegkg  BegU:* 
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Among  the  Heidelberg  MSS.^  preserved  in  tbe  library 
of  the  Vatican,  another  Trirtran  has  been  discovered, 
which  18  said  to  coincide  with  tihe  story  as  contained  in 
the  French  folio  romance,  and  is  the  work  of  an  un- 
known poet,  named  Segehart  von  Babenberg;  (t.  e* 
Bamberg  in  Franconia).  The  date  of  the  M£L  is  1403  ; 
but  the  poem  is  said  to  be  fiur  more  ancient.  The  third 
romance,  containing  7699  lines,  is  the  work  of  Eyihard 
von  Hobergen,  and  is  preserved  among  the  numerous 
MSS.  of  the  Dresden  library.  It  is  probably  the  same 
with  a  romance  in  the  Munich  library,  which  is  intro« 
duced  by  the  following  annotation  in  another  hand : 
*'  Of  this  history  has  first  written  Thomas  of  Britannic, 
and  he  afterwards  lent  his  book  to  one  named  Dilhard 
von  Oberety  who  from  that  rewrote  it  in  rhymes."  This 
Oberet  is  most  probably  the  identical  Eylhart  von 
Hobergen  just  mentioned. 

The  romance  was  very  soon  turned  into  prose,  not  by 
a  prosaic  version  from  the  ancient  metrical  copies,  but 
by  direct  translation  from  the  French  folio.  The  first 
edition  was  printed  at  Augsburg,  in  the  year  1408,  in 
folio.  Itwasafterwardsreprinted,  probably  with  many 
omissions,  in  a  collection  of  prose  romances  printed  at 
Frankfort  in  the  year  1587>  and  entitled  the  Book  of 
Love,  a  reprint  of  which  has  lately  been  commenced  at 
Berlin,  (1809,  8vo.») 

*  The  53d  chapter  of  this  prose  romance  contains  the  adven- 
ture narrated  in  the  Second  Fragment  in  Mr  Doace*8  pooBesaioD* 
but  very  oonfdderably  shortened.  In  the  Cento  Nordle  Antiche, 
the  greatest  part  of  which  collection  is  supposed  to  have  been 
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The  metrical  romance  of  Gottfiried  von  Stnsburg  is 
ineserved  in  six  different  manuscriptB,  one  of  wbich^  in 
the  Munich  library,  was  transcribed  in  the  thirteenth 
century.  From  another,  in  the  Magliabecchian  coUec« 
tion  at  Florencet  the  poem  was  printed  in  the  second 
volmne  of  Myller's  extensive  collection  of  German 
poems  of  the  twelfth,  thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  cen- 
turies, (Berlin^  1735,  4to.)  Thp  poet  appears,  from  va- 
rious drcumstanoes,  to  have  lived  in  the  first  half  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  In  a  degression  respecting  the  trou« 
badours  of  his  age,  he  deplores  the  death  of  Heinrich 
von  Veldeck,  (who  composed  a  very  romantic  poem  on 
the  basis  of  Virgil's  .£neid,  in  the  year  1 1 80,  according 
to  his  own  account,*)  and*  among  his  contemporaries, 
he  mentions  Hartman  von  Ouwe,  author  of  Ywaine, 
and  other  poems,  which  he  composed  towards  the  end 
of  the  twelfth  century ;  and  Walther  von  der  Vqgel-i 
weide,  who  wrote  a  great  number  of  amorous  lays 
between  the  years  11 90  and  1230.  Gottfried's  poem, 
though  very  diffuse,  has  many  passages  of  considerable 
merit.  He  did  not  live  to  finish  his  projected  work, 
which  was  completed  by  a  poet  of  the  name  of  Vribert; 
but  the  continuation  is  in  every  respect  greatly  inferior 
to  the  original.  Both  parts  of  the  work  comprise  no  less 

produced  in  the  age  of  Dante,  «  novel  oociin,  in  which  the  mad- 
ncflg  of  Tristrem  it  related »  wfaicfa^  however,  is  not  assumed,  but 
jeaL     The   stoiy  is  evidently  extracted    from    the    French    ro- 


*  In  one  of  the  chansons  of  this  poet.  Sir  Tristrem  and  Ysolt 
sure  mentioned,  which  is  one  of  the  earUest  allusions  to  the  xo- 
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than  26S00  lines.  Anodicr  ahorter  eondumfln  wn  tbe 
compontioii  of  Ulric  von  Tliiufaeim^  a  poet  who  wrate 
about  the  yelor  134(KlSdO. 

In  the  introduction.of  the  lomanoe^  the  following  i»i 
marlrable  passage  occurs  reapecting  the  original  author 
cf  die  tale  of  Tristram : 


▼•  t9»    Idi  wcu  wol  ir  IM  vfl  gewoea 
Di  vnm  Itiiinnde  han  gcicMOv 
Und  iflt  it  doch  mht  tU  gewetea 
Di  tdh  im  lehte  habca  gdeien. 
Tun  «ber  idi  di  g^idi  luiy 
Und  idMplie  mine  wort  daxco 
Das  mir  ir  ig^idies  Mge 
Von  diiem  mer  miiwehage, 
So  wiib  ich  inden  dan  ich  mI* 
Icb  cntun  es  nikt,  si  fpiadien  wol^ 
Und  niht  wen  uz  eddem  mote 
Mir  und  der  werlde  zu  gate. 
Bi  namen  n  ratin  es  in  gut, 
Und  swas  der  man  in  gate  tut 
Das  ist  ouch  gut  und  woL  geCan. 
Aber,  als  ich  gesprochen  han» 
Daz  ri  niht  rehte  haben  gdesen. 
Das  ist  als  ich  uch  sage  gewesen. 
Sin  spradien  in  der  rihte  niht 
A]8  Thomas  vtm  BriUtnie  giht 
Der  aventure  meistr  was, 
Und  an  Brihim^in  hnei^eH  las 
AQer  der  lantheren  leben, 
Und  es  una  se  chunde  hat  gebco. 

Ak  der  Yon  TristsaDde  seit 
Di  rihte  und  di  warheit, 
Begoade  ich  sere  suchen 
In  beider  hande  bucben 
Wds^in  und  Latinen, 
Und  b^nde  mich  des  pinen 
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Dm  kh  in  liilar  lihte 
ROite  diie  tihte. 
Sua  txeib  idi  manige  soche 
Uns  idi  an  einem  Imdie 
AUe  nae  iehe  gebf 
Wie  dine  Aventnn  was* 


Of  these  lines^  the  following  is  a  literal  tranfllatioii: 
**  1  well  know  that  many  have  recited  of  Trittrem, 
though  there  have  not  been  many  who  have  rightly 
recited  of  him.    But  if  I  act  like  them^  and  fiuhion 
my  words  accordingly  so  that  every  one  tells  me  his 
displeasure  at  this  tale,  I  do  not  obtain  the  reward  I 
deserve:  I  will  not  do  thus,  for  they  would  speak 
rightly  ;  I  only  do  it  from  a  noble  intention  towards 
the  good  of  myself  and  the  world.;  for  they  counsel  it 
well,  and  what  a  man  does  in  good  part,  is  done  good 
and  welL   But,  as  I  said,  they  have  not  recited  rightly, 
and  that  was  in  consequence  of  their  not  speaking  the 
truth,  as  Thomas'ofBriianie  teUs  it,  who  was  master  of 
adventures,  (romance)  and  who  read,  in  British  books, 
the  lives  of  all  the  lords  of  the  land,  and  has  made  them 
known  to  us.    What  he  has  related  of  Tristrem,  being 
the  right  and  the  truth,  I  diligently  began  to  seek  both 
in  French  and  Latin  books ;  and  began  to  take  great 
pains  to  order  this  poem  according  to  his  true  relation. 
In  this  manner  I  sought  for  a  long  time,  till  I  read  in  a 
book  all  his  relation  how  these  adventures  happened." 
Accordingly  the  share  of  the  poem  composed  by 
Gottfried  coincides  very  exactly  with  the  romance  of 
Thomas  of  Ercildoune,  though  in  the  proportion  of 
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seven  verses  in  the  fonner  to  one  in  the  latter.  Atv.SSOV 
we  are  told  that  Rivalin  has  been  said  to  have  been  king 
of  Lochnojs;  ^'but  Thomas,  who  read  it  in  adventure, 
(romance)  says  that  he  was  of  Parmenie^  and  that  he 
had  a  separate  land  from  a  Briton^  to  whom  the  SckoUe 
(L  e.  Scots)  were  subject,  and  who  was  named  *li  due 
"Margaxk."*  A  great  number  of  words,  sometimes  whole 
lines,  occur  throughout  the  poem  in  French,  which  are 
always  carefully  translated  into  German.  This  renders 
it  indisputable  that  the  poet  had  a  French  original  be- 
fore him.  When  he  had  composed  19315  lines,  and 
had  brought  the  tale  to  the  marriage  of  Tristrem  and 
Ysonde  aux  Blanches  MainSf  death  interrupted  his  la- 
bours. 

The  continuation  of  Heinrick  von  Vribert  was  under- 
taken at  the  desire  of  a  noble  Bohemian  knight,  Rey- 
munt  von  Luchtenbure  (at  present  denominated  Lich- 
tenberg).  At  the  conclusion  of  his  performance,  he 
makes  the  following  protestation : 


▼.  6837*    All  Thomas  von  Britanki  spncfa 
VoD  den  zwein  suzcn  jungen. 
In  LampartUdter  xungett^ 
Also  han  ich  uch  die  warheit 
In  DuUche  von  in  zwein  gesett. 


ti 


''  As  Thomas  qfBriianma  has  related  in  the  Longo* 
bardic  tongue  oi  the  two  sweet  young  ones,  1  have  told 
the  truth  of  the  two  in  German."  Nbtwithatanding  this 
declaration,  Vribert  must  have  been  unacquainted  with 
the  original  tale,  from  which  his  composition  widely 
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departs.*  After  the  marriage  of  Tristrem^  that  knight 
cxcHses  his  neglect  of  the  aecond  Ysolt  by.a  fictitious 
Tdation.  He  pretends  that  after  having  killed  the  ser- 
pent in  Ireland,  he  bathed  in  a  kke,  and  sinking  up  to 
Ins  hehnet  in  the  water,  he  had  made  a  vow  to  the  Vir- 
gin Marj,  if  she  came  to  his  assistance/  not  to  touch  his 
wife,  if  ever  he  married,  till  a  ^rear  after  the  ceremony. 
She  accordingly  appeared  with  an  angel,  and  relieved 
him  ftbm  his  perilous  situation.  Tristrem  then  departs 
from  Britany,  with  Kahedinand  Kiirwenal,  andmeeting 
withahersldfrom  King  Arthur,  is  fired  with  ambition 
to  distinguish  himsdfat  the  joustsprodaimedatKaridoL 
Upon  his  road  thither  he  meets  with  Sir  Gawain.  A 
terrible  battle  ensues,  but  IMstsem  happening  to  utter 
his  acaistomed  war-cry,  "  Parmenie,"  his  courteous 
adversary  refuses  to  fight  any  longer,  but  conducts  his 
new  friend  to  King  Arthur's  court,  where  he  is  installed 
one  of  the  knights  of  the  Round  Table.  Amongst  other 
adventures,  he  unhorses  Sir  Kay  and  Dalkors,  but  mo- 
destly conceals  his  glory  for  a  long  time.  Gawain  had 
promised  tomani^e  an  interview  between  Tristrem  and 
Ysolt,  and  accordingly  he  bribes  the  huntsmen  of  Arthur 
to  cbace  a  stag  into  a  forest  between  his  dominicmsand 
those  of  King  Mark.  When  Arthur  discovers  that  he  is 
seven  miles  from  Karidol,  and  but  one  from  Tintaiol, 
he  resolves  to  visit  his  neighbour  sovereign,  imd  dis- 
patches Gawain  to  obtain  truce  for  all  his  foUowers. 

*  The  same  dxemnfltanoe  probably  Mcadaned  has  asserting  the 
(mgiDal  to  have  been  in  the  Longobaidic  tongue,  which  was  origi- 
nalljr  Teutonic. 
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Mark  entertains  his  viaiton  magmfioendy  ;  but  Mu^eok- 

ing  that  Triatrein  would  go  to  thebedof  his  qpona^  lie 

placed  an  engine  widitwdtciacjtbea  near  it,  bj-wlddi 

the  lover  is  severdy  wounded*    NotvritbatmfliBg^tiiif^ 

he  enters  the  bed  of  Yaoh^  and  diaooldiua  it  ^ntii  Ma 

blood.    Having Rjoinied  Qvmin, and itttteddie tsm- 

cheiy  bf  his  unde;,  Aidnir  andliia'kiBgpbis^  bytiii&adtEice 

of  Sir  Kay^  all  cot  AemsdveSj  ezoeptbg  Kay>  wfate 

heart  &S^  him.  Gswaia^Iiowevery  poabeahimintodas 

engine^  ao  that  he  is  wounded,  more  aerionaly  thani  all 

the  rest.    Ader  these  entel  cperatioDa,  Uiey  fae^  « 

great  romp  about  tiie  house^  throwing  flMur  pBIows^ 

ahoesj  and  clothes  at  one  another.    Msrk,  awakened 

at  the  zhoise^  and'seefaig  die  state  his  gueate  wiete  m, 

ceases  to  suspect  his  nephew^  with  whom  he  reconciles 

himself,  and  suflershim  to  remain  after  the  dqpaiture  of 

Arthur.  Withthe  assistance  of  his  page  Tantxiad>  Trie- 

trem  continues  hia  intercourse  with  the  queen,  which  ia 

however  again  su^iected  by  Mark.  Fsetending.m  jouB« 

ney  to  Britany,  he  surprises  the  lovers,  who  are  tsML 

and  condemned  to  death.    Tynas^  of  Ljrtan^  obtaim 

Mark's  pennission  for  Txistvemto  say  his  devotionm  « 

chapel  by  the  sea  side,  as  he  is  led  to  Jexecutian.    Tlae 

knight^  taking  thiaoppoortuxuty,  leapaintpiheaei^fiNm 

whii^heisfeaciiBdby  TantnsdandKunnnaL  Mnk 

goes  in  pursuit  of  his  nephew,  who  in  the  meantiiiie 

delivers  the  que^  fiom  the  stake,  and  fliea  with  her 

into  the  cave  of  the  giants  for  the  second  time.     Tris- 

trem  one  day  was  gone  to  hunt,  and  Mark,  appitMicliliig 

the  cave,  was  perceived  by  his  spouse.  Commendn^  a 


SiE  TRISTAEM.  259 

oonvemtian  with  Taatriael^  die  artfiiUy  oomplaiiied  of 
ber  traduoers  at  ocku^j  aiidof  Tristrem  for  having  a.bttn- 
donedheritithewiUflnieas.  The  ea^y  king,  delighted 
with  her  fiddlHy;  reeooidacts  her  to  the  court. 

Sir  Trifltrem^  infomed  of  thi*  recondliation  hy  his 
page  Tantria^^  resolved  to  i^oin  lia  abandoned  spouse, 
who  had  catefoUy  ^«wntedthe  days^  and  finind  that  the 
year,  during  Irbiefa  he  had  vowed  dutftity,  was  just  ex- 
pored.  The  l^elent^  htuband^  howevor,  continues 
fiilhfhl  to  the  qneen.of  Cortmtil,  and  his  n^lect  is  dis« 
eofveMd  tn  Kahffdin^  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Thomas's 
Romance,  (Fit  iii.  st.  51,  54h)  Tristrem  infonns  his 
bedther  of  the  thith  of  his  attachmentto  Yselt  la  Blonde, 
and  Kahedin  resolTeairto.aGCoippany  him  te  Ccmwall, 
pHniriaiughis  aiater  that,  upon  their  tetum,  the  marriage 
should  be  consummated.  Upon  their  arrival  in  King 
MarVfl  dominioiiSf'the  foithfttl  Tjmas  undertook  to  pro- 
dnre  an  interview  with  the  queen.  lie  received  the  ring 
of  Tnatrem,  and  finding  Ysolt  playing  at  chess  with  her 
hnsband»  he  managed  to  shew  the  token  to  her.  The 
queen  redognised  lt>  and  throwing  down  the  board  re- 
fiiaed  to  pbiy  any  longer«  Mark  very  oonveniently  pro« 
oeeded  to  the  ehace  ;  and  Tynas  related  to  Ysolt  that 
Tdstremhad  stakedhis  life  that  Kahedin  would  acknow- 
ledge her  fiir  ihe  most  perfect  beauty  in  the  world. 
Ytolt  aocordin^y  issued  with  her  whole  meinyt  and 
went  to  die  sea  shor^.  Po<nr  Kahedin  was  struck  with 
one  beautiful  maid  of  honour  .after  another,  taking  her 
for  the  queen  ;  but.  when  he  really  beheld  her,  decked 
in  gorgeous  array,  he  wilHngly  allowed  the  loss  of  his 
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wager.  Ysolt^  having  Rent  an  exculpatory  message- to 
Mark^  pitched  her  pavilion  under  a  fine  lime-tree,  and 
appointed  the  two  knights  to  enter  when  the  horn  was 
hlown.  She  sends  every  person  to  hed  excepting  Tan- 
trisel^  her  chamberlain  Parananisel^  and  the  two  maids 
Prangane  (Brengwain)  and  Kameline.  Then  the  two 
friends  are  admitted,  and  while  Tristrem  is  employed 
with  the  queen,  the  two  maidens  amuse  Kahedln.  When 
the  former  are  retiring  to  their  bed,  the  Britam  knight 
exclaims,  "  Where  shall  the  poor  forsaken  Kahedin 
rest?"  Ysolt  exhorts  him  to  engage  one  of  her  two 
damsels,  and  Kameline  promises  to  indulge  him ;  hut 
previously  places  a  magic  pillow  under  his  head,  which 
causes  him  to  lay  soundly  asleep  till  the  morning,  when, 
the  pillow  being  withdrawn,  he  was  awaked  with  die 
derision  of  the  whole  company* 

Tristrem  now  fell  sick,  and  though  he  was  cured  by 
the  queen,  he  lost  all  his  hair,  and  was  much  disfigured. 
By  the  advice  of  Tantrisel,  he  went  in  fool's  appard.  to 
Tintaiol,  and  obtaining  the  favour  of  Mark,  was  recom^ 
mended  by  him  to  the  care  of  Ysolt,  during  his  absence 
for  eight  days  on  a  chace.  The  lovers  again  resumed 
their  intercourse;  but  Pfellerin,  an  enemy  of  Sir  IVis- 
trem's,  announcing  suddenly  the  approach  of  Mark,  di^ 
covered  the  knight  by  a  great  leap  which  he  made,  and 
followed  him  to  his  cost,  for  the  pretended  mJiniac  slew 
both  him  and  his  horse  with  a  dub,  and  escqied  to  hb 
fiiend  Tynas  from  the  pursuit  of  his  unde. 

Tristrem,  with  Kahedin,  passes  over  to  Britany,  and 
the  latter,  acquainting  him  v^ith  his  love  for  Kassie,  the 
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.Uk  wife  of  Nampotenis,  loird  of  t|ie  strong  casUe  of 
Gaxasctke,  tbe  hero  promises  to  gratify  his  passion.  They 
rideto  the  castlej  and  are  most  hospitably  received ;  but 
Tristrem  treacherously  contrives  to  convey  a  letter  to 
the  fair  one^  and  according  to  his  request  she  furnishes 
an  impression  in  wax  of  the  key  to  her  chamber.    The 
two  lovers  depart  in  the  morning,  and  return  to  Karke, 
ifhere  Tristrem  and  Ysolt  aux  Blanches  Maim  live  to- 
gether  *'  as  man  and  wife  should  do/'    Having  pio- 
cured  a  key  afler  the  wax  models  Kahedin  and  his 
friend  issue  forth  to  Gamarke^  and  waiting  till  Nampo- 
tenis  came  forth^  and  was  gone  to  the  chace^  they  enter 
the  castle.    Kahedin  and  Kassie  retire  to  her  chamber^ 
and  Tristrem  in  the  mean  time  amuses  the  other  ladies. 
When  they  set  out  on  their  return^  the  hat  of  Kahedin 
unfortunately  fell  into  the  ditch,  and  was  observed  by 
the  husband,  who,  by  threats,  forced  his  wife  to  relate 
the  whole  transaction.     Accompanied  with  seven  at- 
tendants, he  overtook  the  unarmed  knights,  killed  Ka« 
hedin  with  his  lance,  but  was  himself  felled  down  by 
Tristrem.  The  latter  then  killed  five  of  the'  attendants, 
another  fled,  but  the  remaining  one  mortally  wounded 
him.    With  difficulty  he  conveyed  his  brother's  body 
home* 

The  arrival  of  Ysolt,  and  the  death  of  Tristrem,  are 
related  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  "  Conclusion." 
His  body  is  taken  to  the  cathedral,  accompanied  with 
the  lamentations  of  his  wife.  When  Ysolt  of  Cornwall 
understands  the  death  of  her  lover,  she  swoons,  and  is 
scarcely  able  to  reach  the  cathedral,  where  she  expires 
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upon  hb  body*  Tn  the  meantinie  Maik  had  tfrhed 
w&han  intent  to  execute  the  two  Wen;  but  when  he 
hears  their  lamentable  story,  aUd  the  una:vDSdableeBiiie 
of  their  love,  he  declares  that  he  would  have  resigned 
his  spouse  had  he  been  informed  of  it  in  &ne.  The 
bodies  are  then  conveyed  to  Tintaiol,  where  the  king 
builds  the  monastery  of  St  Mary,  in  whidi  he  spends 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  plants  a  rose^msh  on 
the  grave  of  Tristrem  and  a  vine  on  ihat  of  Ysdt,  wUdi 
grew  up  and  intertwined  together. 


NOTES 


ON 
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——What  aUtmel  may  not*  u  wdl  as  theyt 

Bake  vp  nme  ftD-woni  tales,  that  smothered  lay 

In  damney  oomerst  smoked  with  winter  fiies^ 

To  lead  and  rock  asleep  our  drowsy  sires  ? 

No  man  his  threshold  better  knows,  than  I 

Brute's  Hat  arrival,  and  first  victory ; 

8i  George's  sorrd,  and  his  cross  of  blood ; 

Arthur's  roond  board,  or  Caledonian  wood. 

Or  hdy  battles  of  bold  Charlemaine ; 

What  were  his  knights  did  Salem's  siege  maintain ; 

How  the  mad  rival  of  fiur  Angelioe 

Was  physicked  from  the  new-fbmid  paradise : 

High  stories  these. 

Hall's  Satyrest  Book  VI. 


NOTES  ON  FYTTE  FIRST. 


I  was  at  ITEroeldoiiiie.^— P.  11.  st  1. 
There  is  a  blanks  where  the  word  Erceldoune  is  inserted^  oc- 
casiofied  by  catting  oilf  the  illumination  ;  but  fbrtunatdy  the 
whole  line  is  written  at  the  bottom  of  the  preceding  page,  by 
way  of  calch-wordy  and  runs  thus : 

Y  was  at  Bftheldoune. 

The  fidnt  vestiges  of  the  text^  as  well  as  probability,  dictated 
the  speDing,  whidi,  however,  ought  not  to  be  adopted  without 
acknowledgment. 

This  semly  somer's  da^ 
In  vnnier  it  is  nought  mik-^P.  12.  st.  3. 
An  ancient  poem,  preserved  in  the  Cotton  Libraryj  opens 
with  a  similar  piece  of  m(»ality : 

Winter  wakeneth  al  my  care. 
Now  this  leves  waxeth  bare. 
Oft  Y  fSSae  and  monme  tare, 
9 
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When  hit  eometh  in  my  thoht. 

Of  this  worldis  joie  iiou  hit  gotfa  al  to  nouht 

Now  hit  is,  and  now  hit  nis* 

Als  tho  hit  ner  ncre  Y  wis. 

That  en  was  Douk  Morgan, 
Thai  other  Bouland  Jtus^-V.  13.  st  4. 
The  nameB  of  these  two  chiefrsaffidently  denote  their  Bri- 
tish  origin,  and  are  stiU  oommoik  in  Wales.  Boidnid  Riii^ 
with  hia  aon  Triatrem,  are  cnnmented  among  the  homaflf 
ramanoe  by  a  translator  of  Goido  de  Cokama,  whose  worit  ti 
presenred  in  the  Bodleian  Library. 

m 

Many  speakyn  of  mn  that  romanncei  rsdi» 


Of  Betys,  Gy,  sad  Gawajne, 
Of  King  RiAaid  and  Owaync, 
Of  Trutrem  and  Pen^myle, 
Of  Rowland  Rit  and  A^TiuIe, 
Of  ATCheroon  and  of  OetsTian, 
Of  Charles  and  of  Casrfbedlsn, 
Of  Kevdodu,  Home,  and  of  Wade, 
In  ramanoes  that  of  hem  be  made  ; 
The  gestours  dos  of  hem  gestes. 
At  mangeres  and  at  great  feastes. 
Her  dedes  ben  in  remembrsnoe 
In  many  fair  romanot. 


JSrmonte.-— P.  14.  at  7. 
It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  what  ooantry  or  dBstrict  is  here 
meant.  Armenia,  considering  the  age  of  Thomaa  of  End- 
doone,  seems  here  out  of  the  queMkm  ;  allhoog^,  in  ike  later 
romance  of  Sir  Beris,  that  kingdom  appears  to  be  the  Ennonie 
to  which  he  is  transported.  The  British  words,  Ar-mon,  nay 
be  interpreted  "  the  country  opposite  to  Mona,"  as  Ar-morica 
signifies ''the  country  by  the  sea."  According  to  this  derin< 
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tion^EfmonieniAybeaiiotfieriianie  AirCaesriinr«iMI^  wbiehis 
also  interpreted ''the  land  opposite  to  Mona."  Bnt  it  is  likewise 
poasiUe  that  the  Roman  way^  called  anciently  Srming-stieet, 
may  hsTe  taken  that  name  firom^  or  given  it  to^  the  country 
which  it  traversed,  and  Enaonie  may  therefore  have  lain  in  the 
midland  coonties.  Itisnooljecfctontoeitherof  thesesappo* 
iriilions^  ^t^  in  staiin  73^  seven  days  voyage  is  said  to  bdng 
Tristiem  ftom  England  to  Eimonie ;  far,  i»aaoliierplaoe,tiie 
hero  takes  nine  weeks  to  pass  ftom  Cornwall  to  Irdbnd.  In 
tmdi,  nothing  can  be  more  vagne  thai  the  geognphy  of  the 
minstrds,  even  when  treating  of  their  own  ooontry.  In  the 
French  Fragment^  Kaherdin  sails  from  London  to  Bxetagne, 
by  the  way  of  Bourdeaux  and  Ushant ! 


"■  hfewoiboimiogo 
To  {he  kmght  ther  he  lay.^V.  16.'  at  10« 
Hie  visit  of  Blannche Flour  to  Rouland  Riss  was  by  nomeans 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  romance.  Ia  the  days  when 
hdies  were  the  most  sucoessftd  practitioners  of  medicine  and 
snigery,  their  intercourse  with  the  preux  ehetfoHers,  who  had 
been  vrounded  in  maintainhig  the  parity  of  their  honour,  or 
the  superiority  of  dieir  beauty^  was  charitable  and  meritorious, 
sithongh  exceeding  tfaeintimacypermittedbymodern  decorum. 
Hie  ftir  Josiane,  princess  of  Ermonie,  pays  a  similar  visit  to 
Sir  Bevisof  Hamptoon,  under  the  most  disoounghigcircum-r 
stances.  She  had  previously  dispatched  two  knights  to  invite 
the  wounded  fhampion  to  her  bower,  who  were  thus  discour-' 
teonsly  answered: 

**  I  nele  rise  o  fot  fio  the  gfomide. 
For  fpedc  with  an  belhene  hoonde. 
Sclie  is  an  hoonde ;  also  be  ye : 
Out  of  mi  diaamlne,  swidi  ye  fle.-*' 
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NeverthelesB^  the  ofmipasBkm  of  Josiane  carries  ber  to  Sir 
Bevis's  apartment : 

*'  Lemmas,'*  ache  seyd,  **  with  gode  entcbt, 

Idiave  brought  an  oniment 

For  make  the  bothe  hde  and  fere,**  Sut, 

No  doubt  such  interviewB  were  firequently  attended  irith  the 
emueqnenoea  which  fiiUow  in  the  text.  Indeed^  according  to 
hter  minstrda^  Isaie  le  TViste,  the  son  of  our  hero  Sir  Tris- 
trem,  becomea  the  &lher  of  Sir  Marck  the  Exile,  through  g 
aunilar  oomphuaant  visit  ftom  the  lovdy  piinceaa  Martha,  dieoe 
of  a  certain  king  Irion. 

Rohand  irewe  so  stan.^-T.  16.  st.  11. 
To  be  fkithftd^  or  finn^  aa  a  atone^  aeema  to  have  been  a  pro- 
verbial tiXprcasion : 

HIb  wife  that  was  fo  ttewe  as  stem. 

Horn  a  Merchant  did  hU  Wife  hcttoff. 

In  Wintoun's  Chronicle^  the  earl  of  Athole^  entering  into 
battle,  thus  apostrophised  a  huge  rock :  "  By  the  fiicc  of  God, 
Hum  shalt  flee  thia  day,  as  soon  as  / /"* 


■  knighi  ouer  bord  they  strode, 

Al  cladde.'^T.  18.  st  14. 
That  is,  the  knights  came  ashore  in  complete  armour.  I  an 
here  tempted  to  transcribe  a  curious  account  of  the  varieties 


*  Evyn  in  the  Peth  was  Erie  Oawy, 
And  til  a  gret  stane,  that  lay  by. 
He  sayd, »«  Be  Goddis  face,  we  twa 
The  fleycht  on  us  sail  samjm  ta.** 

B.  VlII.  c.  xxxL  V.  03. 
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of  the  ancient  anns^  which  will  remind  the  admirers  of  Chau- 
eer  of  a  similar  description^  previous  to  the  tournament  in  the 
Knight's  Tale. 

The  fiunous  knyghtes  «rme  them  in  that  place. 
And  some  of  them  gah  AdI  itreyte  laee. 
Their  douUettee  made  of  lynaen  dothe, 
A  certajTD  folde  that  aboute  bym  gotb ; 
.  And  some  aUo  donpte  moit  snivete. 
To  arme  them  for  battel  of  a  reste. 
And  dyd  on  first  after  their  dcatresy 
Sabatone,  grevee,  ciusei  with  ToyderB, 
A  payie  breche  alder-fiist  of  mayle ; 
And  aome  there  were  fke  that  ne  woMe  fayle, 
To  hare  of  mayle  a  payre  bvue, 
And  there  withal,  as  the  custom  was, 
A  payre  gussets,  on  a  pety-eote, 
Garnished  with  gold  up  mito  the  tfarote ; 
A  pauAoe  of  plate,  which  of  the  self  behinde. 
Was  shet  and  dose,  and  theron,  as  1  fynde, 
Enryron  was  a  boidure  of  smalle  mayle ; 
And  some  chose  of  the  new  entayle. 
For  to  be  surarmyd  of  aU  there  fbes, 
Ane  hole  brest-plate,  with  a  rere  dors 
Bdiynde  shet,  or  cUes  on  the  syde ; 
And  on  his  aimes,  rynged  not  to  wyde, 
There  were  voyders  fretted  in  the  mayle. 
With  Gordes  rounde,  and  of  fresh  entayle. 
Wambras  with  wings  and  rere-bras  therto, 
And  theron  sette  were  besaguys,  also 
Upon  the  hede  a  basenet  of  stele. 
That  within  was  lodced  wonder  wele, 
O  crafty  sight  wrought  in  the  viser : 
And  some  wdd  have  of  plate  a  haver. 
That  on  the  breste  fisrtned  be  afome. 
The  caneli-piece  more  easy  to  be  borne ; 
Gloves  of  plate  of  stele  forged  bright. 
And  8ome>  Ibr  they  would  be  aimed  more  light. 
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Id  thidcB  jackes  covered  with  ittjiie  9 

And  Mine  wolde  bave  of  msyle  wrou^t  full  fyne, 

A  hawberion  of  plate  wroa^t  caasade. 

That  with  wd^^t  be  not  orezlade, 

Hinudfe  to  wdde,  like  a  lyflj  man  ; 

And  Mine  viU  luive  of  ebave-gMcnnt 

On  his  dooUette  biita  haberfon  < 

And  some  onlj  but  a  suKe  gcpoo. 

Over  his  pobynges  leachli^  to  the  kne ; 

And  that  the  devea  eke  w  long  be» 

That  his  waaabiaa  mpj  be  cond  neie ; 

A  pryckynge  palet  of  piMe  Ilia  oovcK  s 

And  some  wyll  hffe  eia  no  vieery 

To  save  his  fiue,  but  obIj  H^oaiflK  i 

And  some  will  have  a  payor  of  platss  ligb^c» 

To  wdde  hym  well  wbffitefc he  shall  Qrgbte; 

And  some  will  hi^via  a  tsiyBt  or  a  spcn» 

Andjwme  a  pavede  his.  body  fi«  to  were» 

And  some  a  targem«de  e^rong  to  laste* 

And  some  will  have  dartos  for  to  Ga8te» 

Some  a  pdUax  headed  of  iyxM  sL 

And  jncked  squafe  £w  to  last  ^ele ; 

And  some  a  swerde  his  mm^  for  to  mete. 

And  some  wyll  have  «  bowe  fo  to  dbetOt 

Some  an  arblaste  to  standm  out  a  syde. 

And  some  on'foote»  aad  some  fimd  to  xyde. 

Who  grf  brock  and  beighef 
Who  hoi  Douke  JBlforgan  ?-^P.  533.  at  S6. 
Moigui^  agreeable  to  ancient  custom,  is  represented  as  so- 
lemnizing lus  aooeasion  to  the  kingdom  of  Ermonie^  by  disbi- 
boting  rich  onuonents  sod  jewelt,  the  emUcms  probably  of 
dignity,  amoAg  his  &voared  Tassals.  Tlie  oovoiifttioii  of  a  mo- 
narch was  always  attended  with  simikr  marks  of  splendoor  and 
mnnificenoe.  That  of  Edward  Longshanks  is  thus  described 
in  a  MS.  cfaxomde  of  £n|^«nd>  penes  the  Marquis  of  Doa^tit^ 
apparently  written  about  the  reiga  of  Henry  V. 
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'^  Aiid  after  ibis  kiag  Henry  xeygnedhkaoiie  Edward,  the 
"  worthyest  knight  of  al  the  world,  ftr  the  honor  of  Godia 
**  grace.  And  as  sone  as  he  myght,  sftur  kyng  Henry  his 
''  fiulur  was  dede,  he  come  to  Lond<m  with  a  &yr  company  of 
"  prelatis^  and  of  erks»  and  barons :  and  alle  maner  of  men 
''  hymknodiehonoryd;  lor  in  evofy  place  that  Sir  Edward  rode, 
^'  the  stzeeti  were' covered  over  hia  faede  wyihe  lyche  clothes 
0f  syike^  of  cu\ifytgMy  and  of  r^che  coverings :  and  therefore, 
flnr  joye  of  his  eonyng,  die  noUe  bnr^  of  the  dte  caste  oate 
^'  atte  ooper  wmdowsy  goUe  and  ^ver  handes-BftU  in  Vft* 
^  kenym^esof  love  ihdworsdiepeftill  servyocs  and  reverence. 
"  Andonte  of  the  condytt  of  Chepe  ran  white  wyne  and  red, 
'*  aa  stremes  dothe  of  water.  And  tiras  King  Edvwrd  was 
^*  crowned  andandyntedaaryght  heyr  of  England,  wythmoche 
''  honor.  And  whan  he  was  sete  into  his  mete,  the  kyng  A1]P- 
'^  eandxe  of  Scodonde  come  for  to  do  him  honor  andreyerenoe, 
Willi  aqneyhlise(pageani)8ndluiC  kngyhts  Wyth  hym  wel 
hofwd  and  arq^ed;  uid  whan  they  wiere  lyg^  adowne  of  her 
stedes,  they  lett  hem  gone  whether  that  they  woM,  and  who 
that  myg^t  takehem,  toke  at  her  own  wil  vrythoute  any  chal- 
lenge. And  aftur  come  Symend,  Kyng  Edward's  brother,  a 
corteys  knyght,  an  a  gentil  of  renowne,  and  the  erle  of  Cor- 
newayle,  and  the  erle  of  Glocester;  and  efter  hem  come  the 
"  erle  of  Pembroke,  and  edie  of  hem  by  harBeI&,  led  in  her 
<'  hond  an  C  of  kayghtes,  gitylieh  diigyaedinher  armor,  and 
**  whanne  they  wer  lyiB^  of  her  horse,  andletehyr  gon  whe- 
**  therthathymUked,  who  that  mygbt  hem  take,  have  hem 
«<  atitt  wkhoot  ony  let^." 

In  contemplating  this  rich  petore  of  ^dal  grandeur,  it  ia 
impoasihle  to  sappress  a  sigh,  when  we  reflect  how  httle  Alex- 
ander HI.  antidpatedy  diat  the  ainbition  of  the  brother  sove- 
,  to  whom  he  offered  his  congiatulatioit  and  honorary  at- 
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tendance,  flfaoaMm  fbtaie  prow  the  most  dxeedAil  aooiAgp  bj 
whieh  Soodand  was  ever  suited. 

He  iantghi  him  ich  alede, 
^^^  Of  ich  maner  ofgiewe.'^T.  S4.  at  27. 

The  education  of  Sir  Triabnam,  oompriaing  the  art  of  w»r 
fv^V*^'    ,-3    *'^     '      andofcombat^inthlhemyaterieBof  thediaoe,  akilliniDiuic, 

in  poetry,  and  in  ihe  few  sedentary  gamea  uaed  by  the  ftadal 
nobility,  united  all  that  was  neceasaiy,  or  even  decent  to  be 
town,  by  a  youth  of  noble  birth.  Huon  of  Boordeausc,  di»- 
.guised  as  a  minstrd's  page,  girea  the  following  aoooimt  of  his 
qualifications  to  a  heathen  soldan :  **  %e,  dit  Haon,  je  bus 
**  muer  xm  epender,  yoire  un  fidcen,  chaaaer  le  oerf,  ymn  le 
**  sanglier,  et  comer  quand  la  bete  eat  prinae,  fidre  la  dmio- 
**  ture  anx  chiena,  tianeher  an  featin  d'un  grand  roi  on  Kig- 
*'  neur,  et  des  tahlea  et  echeca  en  aais  antant,  et  plus  que 
<'  homme  qui  me."  ^'  Oh  i  CHi !"  sedit  Yvoliin,  '^  oes  nemt 
'*  mie  la  les  fSuts  de  valet  de  menestrier,  bien  duiroient  fls  a 
^'  gentil  Damoiaeau." 

On  hunting'  aft  he  yede, 
To  swiche  alawe  he  drewe, 

Althus; 
More  he  couih  qfveneri. 
Than  couthe  Manerious^^Vi  94.  at  87. 
Tristrem  is  unifbnnly  represented  as  the  patron  of  the  dnee, 
and  the  first  who  reduced  hunting  toa  science.  Thus  the  re- 
port of  a  hunter,  upon  sight  of  ''  a  hart  in  pride  of  greeoe " 
b^?ns. 

Before  the  king  I  eameiwpoit  to  aukei 

Th«  hodbed  and  peace  for  noUe  Tiistiame^s  sake. 

The  Noble  Art  of  Venerky  London » 1611. 
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The  Morte  Arthur  tells  us,  that "  TriBtrem  hbooxed  ^iver  in 
*[  hunting  and  hawking,  so  that  we  never  read  of  no  gentlemaa 
"  more  that  ao  used  himself  therein.    And  as  the  book  eaith, 
^  he  began  good  measures  of  blowing  of  blasts  of  venery,  and. 
''  of  ehace,  and  of  all  manner  of  vermeins ;  and  all  these  terms 
''  have  we  yet  of  hawking  and  hunting.    And  therefore  the 
**  booke  of  venery^  of  Jiswking  and  hunting,  is  called  the  booke 
''  of  Sir  Tnstrem :  wherefore,  as  we  seemeth,  all  gentlemen 
"  that  bear  dd  armes,  of  right  they  ought  to  honour  Sir  Tris- 
"  trem,  fiirthe  goodly  termes  thatgentleman  have  and  use,  and 
''  flhall  to  the  worldes  end,  that  thereby  in  a  mfuiner  all  men  of 
worship  may  dissever  a  gentleman  from  a  yeoman,  and  a  yeo« 
man  from  a  villaine.  For  he  that  is  of  gentle  blood  will  draw 
him  into  gentle  latches,  and  to  follow  the  custome  of  noble, 
gentlemen."  It  is  not  impossible,  that  there  may  have  been, 
some  foundation  for  this  belief.    The  ancient  British  were  as 
punctilious  as  the  English  concerning  the  rules  of  hunting,  the 
Welch  laws  of  which  are  printed  at  the  end  of  Daviea  and 
Eichard's  Dictionary.  Every  huntsman,  who  was  ignorant  of 
the  ten^s  suitable  to  the  nine  chaces,  fwfeited  his  horn.  Most 
of  our  modern  hunting  terms  are,  however,  of  French  deriva- 
tion. 

'^  SirTristrem,"  or  '^anold  Tristram,"  seems  to  have  passed 
into  a  common  proverbial  appellation  for  an  expert  huntsman* 
The  title  of  a  ehapter  in  the  Art  of  Venerie  bears,  "  How  you 
"  ahall  rewarde  your  houndes  when  they  have  killed  a  haie» 
^'  which  the  Frenchman  calleth  the  rewarde,  and  sometime  the 
**  querry,  but  our  old  Tristrem  calleth  it  the  hallow" — P.  174. 
In  another  passage  it  is  said,  *'  Our  Tristrem  reckoneth  the 
bore  for  one  of  the  four  beastes  of  venerie." — Marginal  Note^ 
p.  148. 

I  am  ignorant  who  is  meant  by  Manerious.  Du  Cange  gives 
US  ManeriuSy  as  synonymous  to  Mandaterius,},  e.  ViUicus,  Mr 
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EUkmiggarts,  thAtawmk  apoo  the  chaoe  may  have  bee&  eom- 
Jelled  by  a  person  dhrigning  himself^  Regis  tel  OMUitn  Mane- 
mB,  the  bailiff  of  audi  a  king^  or  noiUe,  and  that  die  ottee 
*itiay  hate  been  conibunded  with  the  mane. 

Ther  com  a  xkip  of  Norway, 

With  haitkes  whih  and  grey.-^f.  98.  tt  28. 
^  l*he  northeni  mountaiBs  (in  Norway)  breed  finilcona  vely 
ilettse,  bat  generona,  and  white  otiea^  ^taienever  shot  at  with 
hows  by  the  inhafaitsntsy  but  sre  held  as  saered,  nnless  they  do 
too  mtich  hurt  and  xifone.  Bnt  if  they  do  miscfaiefy  hew  white 
and  noble  soever  they  be,  they  shdl  not  escflipe  their  armws."— 
Version  of  (Hams  Magfmsy  by  J.  S.,  London,  lt{58,  p.  dOO.  Tl^ 
eMfmation  in  whidi  the  Norwegian  hawks  and  fidtoonen  woe 
heM  hi  Eiq^land,  iq^pesrs  flmn  the  ftbnlous  acomnt  of  R^gtiar 
Lodhrag^s  anivai  in  Kent,  or  Northnmberiand,  aa  given  by 
Bttm^n,  and  WHIiam  df  Mahneabory. 

A  chtker  hejbnd  bi  a  cftaVv.^P.  S5.  St.  99. 
Vhe  gameof  diess  is  supposed  to  have  been  invented  in  die 
East,  asuliject  upon  which  the  learned  Hyde  has  poured  fisrdi 
an  amasitig  poroftunon  of  Oriental  erudition,  tet  it  was  eariy 
Ittowntothe  northern  people;  and  skillin  that  interesting  ^unfr 
wasoUe^ftheaoooniplishuientsofaSeandiBavianheto.  It  it 
therefine  with  great  ^xropriety  that  a  Norw^ian  mttiner  is  in- 
troduced as  the  antagonist  of  Ttistrem.  Frequent  mention  of 
diess  occurs  in  ancient  romance.  In  thatof  Ogfarle  Dinau^ 
Cfamlot,  the  degenerate  son  of  Charjemagne^  incensed  at  lo- 
an^ two  games  to  the  yout^  Baldwin,  kiQs  him  with  the  mas- 
sive chessoboarcL  In  the  beantifhl  romance  of  Florence  and 
Blaondte  Floitte,  the  hero  procures  access  to  the  harsm  of  die 
soldanof  Babylon,  Inhere  his  miBtrett  is  confined,  by  permit- 
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iBig  the  porter  to  win  ftom  him  at  dieMy  a  «icrillee  ^  whidi 
every  amateur  of  the  game  will  ftdly  undetstand  ihe  rahie. 
A  aimilar  stratagem  was  practised  by  Huon  de  B<rardeaux>  in 
Egypt  But  the  most  splendid  game  at  cheas^  and  which  puts 
ao  shame  even  that  whidi  the  late  King  of  FVnssia  and  Mar* 
ahall  Keiih  were  wont  to  play^  with  real  soldien,  oecura  in  the 
romance  0^  Sir  Gaheret.  That  chamj^on  was  entertained  in 
the  enchanted  castle  of  a  beaattftd  fiury^  who  engaged  him  in 
a  party  at  chess  in  a  large  hall^  where  flags  of  black  and  white 
marUe  fbrmed  the  cheqoer^  and  the  pieces,  consisting  of  maa« 
aiTe  statues  of  gold  and  aQyer,  mored  at  dm  touek  of  the  ma« 
gic  rod  held  by  the  player.  Sir  Gaheret^  being  defeated,  waa 
obliged  to  remain  die  fiai^'s  prisoner,  btat  waa  afterwards  li-i 
harated  by  his  oonam  Gawin,  who  check'^nated  the  mistress 
oftheeadiaiitedcheasrboard.  A  simflar  adventure  ocettra  iof 
the  Romance  of  Lancelot  da  Lac,  9d  pattie^  f.  1%U 

Bat  it  is  not  in  romance  alone  that  we  trace  the  partiality 
of  oar  ancestors  for  this  amosemtnt.  In  the  laws  of  Howel 
Dha,  a  cheas-boerd  is  allotted  as  the  reward  of  the  king's  prin- 
cipal bard.  Sir  William  de  Granville  won,  for  King  Edward 
III.,  the  town  and  caatle  of  Evreux,  hy  ofeiag  to  ahew  the 
French  goremiv  of  the  fortrcaa  the  moat  goodly  aeC  of  chess- 
men he  had  ever  behdd,  provided  he  woidd  {day  a  game  with 
him  finr  a  cap  of  wine.  The  treadi  Castellan  having  fbr  this 
imrpoae  admitted  him  within  the  gate.  Sir  William  alew  him 
with  a  stroke  of  his  battle-aabe,  an)  defended  the  entrance  tiU 
a  party  of  hia  men,  who  lay  in  amfauah,  rushed  In,  and  pos- 
aeaaed  themadvea  of  the  fortress.— ^roii^orf,  translated  by 
Bourchierjjblio  Ixxxviu 

HUh^ri  iigan  to  eoH 

Tho  he  no  might  hem  wmghi  je««-P.  89.  St  36. 
'flieciieamataBoe  of  Triatrem,  m  hia  daMrOed  state,  regret* 


L 


276  SIR  TRISTKEM. 

ting  even  the  departure  of  the  pirates,  reminds  ns  of  a  simlUir 
passage  in  Thinnson's  Agamemnon : 

Next  night—*  dieaxy  ing^t ! 
Cart  on  the  wiUflit  of  the  Cydad*t  ides. 
Where  never  human  foot  had  marked  the  shore. 
These  ruffians  left  me— yet  believe  me.  Areas, 
Such  is  the  rooted  love  we  bear  mankiiidy 
AU  ruflians  as  they  were,  I  never  heard 
A  sound  so  dinud  aa  their  parting  oais. 

Bates  thai  brae  and  berti 

Martirs  as  it  «;ere.<— P.  32.  st.  42. 
The  awkwardness  of  the  attendants,  and  the  saperior  ad- 
dress of  Tristiem  in  catting  up  the  deer,  is  apparently  imitated 
in  a  passage  of  Tpomiden : 

Thare  sqiiyrtt  undyd  hyre  den^ 
Ecfae  man  after  his  mancre : 
Yppomeden  a  dere  gede  unto» 
That  ftd  oomiyngly  gen  he  hit  undo. 
So  ftyre  that  Tenyson  he  gan  to  dight. 
That  both  hym  behdd  squyre  and  knight. 
The  ladye  loked  out  of  her  pavylon. 
And  saw  hym  di^t  the  venyson ; 
There  she  had  great  daint^. 
And  so  had  all  that  dyd  him  se ; 
She  saw  all  that  he  doen  dioughe, 
Of  huntynge  she  wist  he  ooode  ynooghe  i 
And  thoght  in  her  hert  then. 
That  he  waa  oome  of  gentilhnen. 

Tristrem  schare  the  brest,  ^C'^Pp.  33,  34. 
'    St  44,  45,  46,  47. 

;In  an  age  when  knovrledgo  of  evsry  kind  was  lai^  there  pt(s 
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▼ailed  a  natiinl  disposition  to  attach  mystery  to  the  moat  oam- 
mon  trades^  and  even  to  the  amusements  of  the  period.  Arts^ 
but  imperfectly  known  to  the  professors  themselves,  were  ren- 
dered dark  and  impenetrable  to  the  uninitiated,  by  the  intro- 
dnction  of  minute  finms,  and  the  use  of  a  peculiar  phraseology. 
Shrouded  by  such  disguises,  ignorance  itself  assumed  the  lan- 
guage and  port  of  mysterious  knowledge,  and  the  mystic  orders 
of  religion  and  of  chivalry  were  imitated  in  the  inferior  aaso« 
dations  of  mechanics  and  feUow-cra^  It  is  therefore  no 
wonder  that  the  chace,  the  exdusive  amu/iement,  or  rather  the 
only  pacific  empbyment,  of  the  great,  should  be  decorated 
with  an  appropriate  diction,  and  rendered  solemn  by  an  esta* 
blished  code  of  regulations.  The  ^^  mystery  of  woods  and  of 
rivers"  was  a  serious  sul))ect  of  study  to  the  Aiture  candidate 
for  the  honours  of  chivalry.  In  order  to  add  yet  greater  splen- 
dour to  this  important  art,  it  was,  aa  has  been  seen,  universally 
believed,  that  our  hero.  Sir  Tristrem,  was  the  first  by  whom 
the  chace  was  reduced  into  a  science.  There  are  numerous 
allusions  to  this  circumstance  in  old  authors,  and  some  have 
beea  already  quoted.  But  the  most  respectable  testimony  is 
that  of  Lady  Juliana  Bemers,  the  venerable  abbess  of  St  Al- 
bans, who,  for  the  instruction  of  the  noble  youth  of  the  fifteenth 
century,  did  hepelf  deign  to  compose  a  treatiaeupon  Add  sports. 
The  book  upon  hunting  commences  thus : 

Beaitet  of  Vencrie  are  of  Three  Kinds. 
Where  to  ever  ye  five,  by  frith  or  by  felle. 
Mi  dere  child,  take  heed  bow  Tristrem  doth  you  tel 
How  many  maner  beastis  of  veneri  there  were ; 
Lysten  to  your  dame,  and  she  will  you  lere. 
Foure  maher  of  beastes  of  venery  there  are ; 
The  first  of  them  is  the  hart,  the  second  is  the  hare. 
The  bore  is  one  of  tho,  the  wolf,  and  not  one  moe. 

Spenser,  with  the  usual  richness  of  his  colouring*  blazons 
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out  TristKm  m  hm  ifipnq^wiste  diancter  of  a  gdlant  yoaog 
forester: 


Him  stadfistlj  he  marked*  and  ftw  to  bee 
A  goodly  youth,  of  amiable  grace. 
Yet  but  a  dender  slip,  that  scarce  did  see 
Yet  serenteen  yean,  but  tall  and  fkire  of  fSice, 
That  sure  ha^f^*"^  ^^  botne  of  luble  nob 

/  ABloa  wood]^*sjadceth(twafc)ad. 
Of  LinoolDegxeene,  bdayd  with  nlvcr  laoe^ 
And^ott-hlfiaead  a  hood,  with  aglets  spred. 

And  by  his  side  his  hunter's  home  he  hanging  had. 


/ 


Bnddnt  he  wme  of  eoatfiest  cwdawain, 
Pinkd  iqpon  gold,  and  paled  part  per  pait» 
As  then  the  guise  was  for  eadi  gentle  swain  ; 
In  hifl  right  hand  he  held  a  trembling  dait. 
Whose  feUow  he  before  had  sent  apart. 
And  fn-fals  left  he  hdd  a  shaip  boar-speare, 
With  which  be  wont  lo  launoe  the  sahage  heut 
Of  many  a  lion,  and  of  many  a  bear, 
That  first  unto  his  hand  in  chace  did  happen  near.  ^ 

In  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  Sir  Calidore,  IVistrem  inftnns 
him  of  his  name  and  parentage^  and  concludes :  ' 


AB  which  n^  days  I  have  not  leodly  spent. 
Nor  spilt  the  Uoasom  of  my  tender  yean 
In  idless,  but,  as  was  convenient. 
Have  trained  been  with  many  noble,  fens 
In  gentle  thewes,  and  such  like  seemly  leers ; 
Mongst  which,  my  most  delight  hath  always  been 
To  hunt  the  salvsge  chace,  amongst  my  peers, 
Of  all  that  rangeth  in  the  forest  green. 
Of  which  pone  is  to  me  unknown,  that  ever  yet 


Ne  is  there  hawk  which  mantleth  her  on  peaidi. 
Whether  high-ti)wring,  or  accosting  low. 
But  I  the  measure  of  her  fli^t  do  seaidi 
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And  an  lier  pr^,  and  all  hm  diet  know ; 
Sndi  be  oar  joya,  wlueh  in  these  tanm  ffom. 


Every  department  of  the  chace  had  its  peculiar  language  and 
lawB :  hot  to  have  deacrihed  all  theoe  in  the  nmanoe  would 
hare  been  tediously  digresstve,  and  the  anlhor  has  therefore 
Hmited  himself  to  the  mode  of  eutting  up^  or^  aooording  to  the 
scientific  phrase,  breaking,  the  hart.  This  was  an  operation 
of  great  skill  and  nicety^  as  was  slao  the  earring  of  the  venison, 
when  dressed.  The  dissectioQ  required  some  practical  know- 
ledge of  anatomy;  nay,  the  very  carving  of  a  wild  boar,  roast- 
ed whole,  and  of  the  simEar  cunbrons  dainties  whidi  loaded 
afendal  board,  was  probably  no  slight  trial  to  the  strength  of 
tfaeyouthftdgaDanta^  Theprocessof  breaking  the  stag  is  mi- 
nutely described  in  the  Book  of  St  Albans,  apd  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  insert  the  directaons  of  the  worthy  abbess,  as  an 
illustiation  of  the  text  of  Thomas  of  Eroddou^e : 

Hew  ye  thaB  brtke  an  Hart, 
And  for  to  ipeake  of  the  hart  whjie  we  think  on^ 
My  childey  fixste  ye  thai  him  serve  vhtn  he  ahal  beudony 
And  this  ie  Snr  to  say,  or  ever  ye  him  dyg^ 
Within  his  homes  to  iMf  bym  v^iyght. 
At  the  aaa^  jhitte  him,  liiat  kvdes  may  see 
Anon  fiit  or  ime,  whether  thst  he  hee ; 
Then  cat  of  the  coddes  the  bsUy  even  fio. 
Or  ye  begin  him  to  iay,  and  then  shajl  ye  go 
At  the  chaulfls  to  hegyn,  soone  as  ye  mey. 
And  slit  him  downs  to  th*  assi^^ 
And  fro  th*  assqrt  euen  down  to  the  bely  shsl  ye  litj^y 
To  the  pyeriU  thsR  die  eodde  «as  away  ksL 
Then  ^  4ie  left  l^gges  eoen  teet  before, 
And  then  the  kit  iqgges  hdiynde  or  ye  doe  aoore^ 
And  these  ether  l^gges  vpon  the  right  syde  ; 
Upon  the  same  maner  slyt  ye  that  tide, 
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To  go  to  the  diekM  looke  thai  j  be  prcfCf 

And  to  flay  him  downe  enon  to  the  braty 

And  to  Aaj  him  forth  xyght  vato  th*  amaj^ 

Euen  to  the  place  where  the  oodde  was  cat  away* 

Then  flay  the  same  wyse  al  that  other  tjde^ 

But  let  the  tayle  of  the  beast  styll  theron  abyde  ; 

Then  dial  ^e  him  vndoo,  my  cfaflde,  I  yoa  rede, 

Ryi^t  vpob  his  own  skynne,  and  lay  it  on  bmL 

Take  hede  of  the  cutting  of  the  same  deie» 

And  bcj^  first  to  make  the  obeie. 

Then  take  out  the  shoulders,  and  slitteth  anon 

The  bely  to  the  side,  from  the  oorbyn  bone. 

That  is  ooibins  fee^  at  the  death  he  will  be  ; 

Then  take  out  the  sewet,  that  it  be  not  lafte. 

For  diat,  my  cfailde,  is  good  for  leche  craite  s 

Then  put  thyn  hand  solUy  vnder  the  brest  bone^ 

And  there  shal  ye  take  out  the  erber  anon ; 

Then  put  out  the  paunche,  anTfiom  the  panncfae  cfaase 

Auay  lygfatly  the  laoe,  sndi  as  he  base; 

Hold  it  with  a  fibgtf',  doo  as  I  you  ken. 

And  with  the  blood  and  the  grece  fill  it  then» 

Looke  threde  that  ye  have  and  nedle  thereto. 

For  sewe  it  withall  or  ye  more  deo. 

The  small  gnttes  then  ye  AaSt  out  pyt. 

From  them  take  the  maw,  forget  not  it; 

Then  take  out  the  liver  and  lay  it  on  the  skynne^ 

And  after  that  the  bladder,  without  more  dyne  ; 

Then  dress  the  numUes  first,  that  Y  redce 

Downe  the  auauncenTerae  that  deueth  to  the  nedce^ 

And  downe  with  the  bidthrMe  put  diem  anon. 

And  kerne  vp  the  flesh  there  vp  to  the  back  bonob 

And  so  foorthfe  to  the  fiUettes  that  ye  vp  atere. 

That  foUeth  to  the  nurables,  and  sdial  be  then ; 

With  the  neres  also  and  sewet  that  ther  is, 

Euen  to  tfie'miSryfe  that  vpen  him  is ; 

Than  take  downe  the  midryfe,  from  the  ride  bote, 

And  heaue  vp  the  numbles  whole  by  the  boll  duote» 

In  thyn  band  than  them  holde,  and  hwke  and  see 

That  all  that  longeth  diem  to  togither  that  it  be; 
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Than  take  them  to  thy  brothor*  to  hold  for  tryitt 
Whiles  that  thou  them  doohlest  and  drene  at  the  lyat; 
Than  a  way  the  lightes,  and  on  the  ddnne  them  hiy> 
To  ahyde  ^  querre,  my  cfaylde,  I  you  pny  ; 
Than  shall  yooslyt'fhe  sloagh)  there  as  the  hart  lyedi. 
And  take  away  the  heaies  iiom  it  and  flyeth, 

<  For  sudi  heaxes  hath  his  hert  aye  it  npon^  * 
'   As  men  see  in  the  beast  whan  he  is  vndoon. 

'   Andthemiddesofthehertaboneyeshalliynde, 
/  Looke  y^  gyre  it  taa  knd,  and,  childe,  be  kynde, 

<  For  it  is  kynde  finr  many  maladyes, 

^   And  in  the  middes  of  the  hert  eoer  more  it  lyes. 
Than  shall  ye  oat  the  shyrtes  the  teeth  euen  fixH 
And  after  the  lydge  bone  kytteth,  euen  also 
The  foiches  and  the  sydes  eoen  betwene. 
And  looke  that  your  knines  aye  whetted  bene ; 
Than  torn  up  the  fbrches,  and  froute  them  with  bloud. 
For  to  sane  greoe,  so  doo  men  of  good. 
Than  shall  ye  cut  the  nedee  the  sydes  euen  fro, 
And  the  head  fiom  the  neeke  cutteth  also, 
The  tongue,  the  brayne,  the  paunche,  and  the  necke. 
Whan  t^ey  washed  ben  wd  with  the  water  of  the  beck, 
I  The  small  guttes  to  the  lyg^tes  m  the  deres, 
Aboue  the  hert,  of  the  beast,  wlian  thou  them  reres* 
With  all  the  bloud  that  ye  may  get  and  wyone. 
Altogether  diall  be  take,  and  laid  on  the  skjrnne, 
To  gyue  your  houndes,  that  called  is,  Y  wis, 
ThequOT^aboae  the  skynne,  for  it  eaten  is.  \ 
And  who  dresseth  so  by  my  coubsayle. 
Shall  haoe  the  left  shoulder  for  his  tiauayle» 
And  the  right  shoulder,  where  so  euer  he  be, 
Bere  it  to  Uie  foster,  for  tiiat  is  his  fee. 
And  the  lyuer  also  of  the  same  beast 
To  the  fosters  knaue  gyue  it  at  the  least ; 
The  numbles  trusse  in  the  skynne,  and  harden  them  fost. 
The  sydes  anTthe  fonhesse  togikher  that  they  last. 
With  the  hindre  legges,  be  doone  so  it  shall. 
Then  bringe  it  home  and  the  skyn  withall. 
The  numbles  and  the  homes  at  the  loides  gate, 
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Then  boUBy  blow  piyee  tfaMctty 

Your  pUy  for  nymme,  or  that  ye  oome  is. 

Tristrem's  process  may  be  thus  analysEed :  He  opened  the 
breasty  and  placed  iibfi  tongiw  next  the  pride,  or  iplocPj  then 
cat  off  and  put  aside  the  kem^wges.  He  next  alii  the  akuij 
and  by  pressing  down  the  hreeke  (battods),  poBed  H  off. 
The  sptmd  (t.  e,  shonlder^  firom  qialk)^  was  the  first  breadth, 
or  division ;  he  then  made  the  an&«r,  cut  asunder  the  j/j/fef^  or 
back-sinews  of  the  leg,  imd,  a4}us^ii|g  tbtrede  (small-gpts,) 
took  away  the  paundi.  llie  mmUde$  he  faeetywwl  vfoa  the 
hunters  and  spectators^  Aen  erosted,  or  delle,  die  rigf^  (bad:* 
bone^)  and  cut  the  chine  in  two.  To  the  forester  he  gave  his 
rights^  the  left  shoulder  for  himeelf,  and  the  heart,  liyer>  UgkU 
(lui^>)  and  blood,  whidi,  being  anmged  on  the  bjde,  and 
eaten  there  by  the  homda,  fimoed  1**£jWrn{jrJinarryi  This 
operation  was  called  by  the  Ftendi  huntsmen,  ftUre  la  cwree. 
He  then  gave  the  raven^  who  sat  by  on  the  rorked  tree,  ms 
due  gift,  and  called  for  the  hunters  to  Uow  the  tokening,  or 
death  note.  He  lastly  tied  vp  the  maw  (or  poiiiicb),  eontain- 
ing  the  grease,  &c.  to  be  reserved,  as  Lady  Juliana  directs,  fiir 
medical  purposes,  as  also  the  gargUoun,  and  conduded  the 
ceremony  by  reciting  the  appropriate  rhime^  and  blowing  the 
right  note. 

A  matter  so  importmt,  in  the  eyes  of  our  anceatocs,  is  wor« 
thy  of  some  illustration,  beades  that  which  may  be  derived 
from  comparing  it  with  the  directions  of  the  Abbess  of  St  Al- 
ban's.  The  hemynges  was  a  piece  of  the  hide  cut  out  to  make 
brogues  fi>r  die  huntsaEwn.  When  the  veraatik  David  de 
Strathbogie,  Earl  of  Athole,  was  hard  pressed,  and  driven  to 
the  Highlands  by  the  Eazl  of  Murray  in  18S5,  Wmton  men« 
tions,  as  a  mark  of  his  distress, 
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That  at  sa  gret  mysdief  he  wo, 
ThAt'hk  ImyditeB  woyd  Kwdynisy 
Of  h jdis»  or  of  haft  hemmynys. 

The  modeof  nuJang  theae  nillioniy  w  rough  Aom,  u  ihtu 
described : ''  We  go  a  hnntiiig,  and  after  that  we  ha?e  skin 
"  red  deer^  we  flay  off  the  akin  bye  and  bye,  and  setting  of  our 
''  bare  foot  on  the  inside  thereof,  fbr  want  of  cunning  shoe* 
''  noakera,  by  your  grace's  pardon,  we  i^y  the  oobUers,  eofm* 
''  peaaing  and  meaauxing  so  much  thereof  as  ahall  reach  up  to 
''  our  andea,  pricking  the  upper  part  thereof  with  holes,  that 
*'  the  water  may  repass  where  it  enters,  and  stretching  it  up 
''  with  a  strong  thong  of  the  same  above  our  said  ancles.  So^ 
'' and  pleaae  your  noble  grace,  we  make  our  shoes.  Therdhre, 
''  we,  using  such  manner  of  fiboes,  the  rou£^  hairy  aide  out« 
"  wards,  in  your  graces  dominion  of  England,  we  be  called 
''  Bough-footed  Scots/'-^EhDERB  Address  to  Henry  VIIL 
apud  Finkerton's  History,  yoL  II.  p.  397. 

The  numbles  seem  to  have  been  the  inwards  of  the  deer : 

Faith  a  good  wcU  set  ftllmr,  if  his  qpint 
Be  sDtweraUe  to  his  umbkt. 

Soaring  Girl 

Hie  numbles  were  a  woodlsnd  dainty.  They  are  mention- 
eAiniheLUeHGesteofRobinHode: 

Brede  and  wyne  they  had  ynoo^ 
And  nombles  of  the  dere. 

llien  the  fetched  to  LyteU  Johim 
The  DomblcB  of  a  doob 

The  nimibles  seem  to  hare  indudcd  ihe  nodiiff,  and  th« 
dow-sets,  or  teatidles.  The  gargihun,  ihe  meaning  of  wiiicli 
seems  nneertaiii,  also  belonged  to  tbis  divisicm : 
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The  man  to  bis  master  fpeakeifa  Uytliey 

•<  Of  the  nmnbles  of  the  bevt  that  he  voUle  them  kjlht^ 

Hov  many  enda  there  ahall  be  them  within.'* 

Qood  the  master,  **  Bat  one  diicke  nor  thinne* 

And  diatis  bat  the  gaigylyon  to  qpeke  of  all  bjdeene. 

And  all  these  others,  crokes  and  roundeOes  bene.** 

•f  Yet  wold  I  wyt,  and  thou  woldest  me  lore. 

The  crobkes  and  the  roundds  of  the  numbds  of  the  derei** 

M  One  erooke  of  the  nnmbles  lyeth  erer  more 
Under  the  throle-bde  of  the  beast  before. 
That  is  called  avaimoers  whoso  can  them  ken. 
And  the  brsTest  part  of  the  numbles  then  ; 
That  is  to  say,  the  forcers,  that  lyn  even  between 
The  two  thighes  of  the  beast,  that  other  ctookes  wen. 
In  the  midret,  that  is  called  the  roondill  also. 
For  the  sides  round  about  oorren  it  is  fro/* 

To  "  make  the  arber"  is  to  disembowel  the  animal^  which 
must  be  done  in  9,  neat  and  deanly  manner.  The  dogs  are 
then  rewarded  with  such  parts  of  the  entrails  as  their  two- 
legged  associates  do  not  think  proper  to  reserye  for  their  own 
use.  The  huntsman  also  receives  his  sbaie  of  die  spoil,  ac- 
cording to,  the  following  ndes :  "  Whanne  the  hert  is  take>  ye 
''  shal  blowe  four  moti/s,  and  it  shall  be  dissected,  as  of  other 
f '  b^tes ;  and  if  your  houndes  be  bold,  and  have  slayn  the 
"  hert  with  strength  of  huntypg,  ye  shall  have  the  skynne; 
*^  and  he  that  undoeth  hym  i^all  have  the  shuldre,  by  law  of 
"  yenery ;  and  the  houndes  shaD  be  rewarded  with  die  ndcke, 
''  and  with  die  bowellis,  with  the  fee,  and  they  shall  be  etp 
''  under  the  skynne;  and  therefore  it  is  cleped  the  qtiarre; 
<f  and  the  hed  shall  be  brout  home  to  the  lord  of  the  skynne ; 
the  wex,  the  garg-ilonne  above  the  tail,  forcfaed  on  the  right 
hond.  Than  blow  at  the  dore  of  the  haUe,  the  prTL*— 
Book  (f  Vtnerie,  Anodier  authority  bears,  "  Whamae  die 
''  buk  is  itake,  ye  shul  blowe  pryse,  and  reward  the  houndes 
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*f  witli  the  paunche  and  the  boweUes."— MS.  Cotton.  Lib:  Ves^ 
forian.,  B.  zii.  This  distribatton  of  yenison  seems  to  have 
g^yen  great  offence  to  Holinahed,  who  complains^  that^  when 
the  fineater  had  got  all,hi8  perquisiteB  of  ^*  skin^  head,  mnbksy 
**  chine,  and  ahonlders,  he  that  hath  the  warrant  for  a  whole 
''  bocke,  hath,  in  the  end,  little  more  than  half,  which,  in  my 
''judgment,  is  Bcarselie  equal  dealing." — Chronicle,  yoL  L 
p.  104. 

The  superstition  of  the  huntsmen  introduced  another  part* 
ner  of  their  spoil.  The  rayen,  who  sat  upon  the  forked  tree, 
tan^t  by  long  experience  what  awaited  him  at  the  conclusion 
oftbediaoe,  also  expected  his  right.  This  was  what  the  abbess' 
dills  the  corbin  bone*  Ben  Jonson  has  given  us  a  poetical  ac« 
count  of  this  part  of  the  ceremony : 

JlfoTMM.  When  the  arbor's  mtde  ■■ 

Robin  Hood,  Pulled  down,  and  paunch  turned  but. 

Mar,  He^  tiutt  undoes  him, 
Doth  deave  the  brisket  bane«  upon  the  spoon 
Of  which  a  little  gristle  grows,  you  call  it— 

Mob.  The  raven's  bone. 

Mar,  Now  o'er  head  sat  a  raven 
On  a  sere  bough,  a  grown  great  bird  and  hoarse ! 
Who,  all  the  while  the  deer  was  breaking  up. 
So  cKoaked  and  ciyed  for't,  as  all  the  huntsmen, 
Espedallj  old  Scathlock,  thought  it  ominous ; 
Swore  it  was  mother  Maudlin,  whom  he  met 
At  the  day-dawn,  just  as  he  roused  the  deer 
Outofhislaire. 

Scathlock  afterwards  dedairea  he  saw  the  witch. 


broiling  the  bone 


Was  cast  her  at  the  quarry. 

The  oonduaion  of  the  ceremony  was  to  *'  blow  the  rig^t 
^'hand.'*    We  are  infixrmed^  ^' when  the  hart  is  killed^  then 
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'^  all  Uie  hoBtsneii,  wUdi  be  tt  the  ftB  ef  faiB,  shall  hlow  a 
"  mote  and  w)ioiip>  also  a  dead  mote,  to  the  end  that  the 
''  rest  of  the  eompany,  with  all  the  hoottdes^  may  come  in."— 
Art  of  Fenerief  p.  127.  Hence,  in  the  lame  book,  Wehaie 
'^  the  woAill  words  of  the  hart  to  the  bontaman :" 

Lo,  now  he  blows  his.borB»  eren  at  the  keoncll  dore, 
Alas !  alas !  he  blows  a  seeke  !  alas,  yet  blows  he  more ! 
He  jeopaides  and  ridiates»  alas !  he  Uows  the  fall. 
And  sounds  that  dead^  doleftd  note  iddeh  I  mnst  ^  wldia&. 

Enough  of  the  solenm  abaurdjtiea  so  much  pited  by  our 
ancestors.  Futnre  antiqtiaoea  Will  turn  oircr  yofannea  to  duel' 
date  our  moduli  terms  of  sport,  our  Long  odds,  our  l^daJb- 
mamsi  our  Sweep-stakes,  and  our  Samdicmpt, 

•  • 

An  harpour  made  a  lay. 

That  Tristrem  aresound  he^^^V*  36.  aL  51. 

The  meaning  here  seems  to  be,  that  a  harper  having  sung  a 

lay>  Tristrem  aresound  (critidsed  it).    Hie  harper  retired  m 

displeasure,  saying,  ^^  Let  us  see  who  can  play  better."    IMs- 

\  .  ^  \  >^' "  trem  immediately  embraced  the  challenge,  observing,  that  he 

^  blamed  the  minstrel  unjustly,  nnlern  he  himself  could  sorpssi 

him.  The  hero's  supericnr  sklfl  in  musie  is  an  aceomplishment 
for  which  he  is  nmch  celebrated  by  ancient  writers.  In  an 
old  French  MS.  in  the  Museum,  he  is  described  as 

Tiistiam  ki  blen  saveit  Harpeih. 

MS.  Harl.  978. 170. 

In  the  Welsh  Triads,  also,  he  is  represented  as  an  eminent 
bard  and  musician,  as  well  as  a  distingnidied  warrior,  and  oc- 
curs in  Jones's  catalogue  of  the  ancient  British  bards.  "  Tris- 
tram Mab  TaUwich,  a  disoipleof  Mesddin  (Meiib),  andone 
of  the  diief  warriors  of  King  Arthisr'm  coo*,'?  p.  14«  iifrthe 
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same  work  is  inaerted  an  exMct  ftttn  an  old  MS«  in  the  Bod-* 
leian  library,  ooniaining  the  blowing  peaaage:  ''King  Arthur 
<<  andtwoof  hifi  knights.  Sir  Triatrem,  andSir  Lambroch,  were 
"  baida,  aa  thia  yerae  teatifiea, 

Arlhar  Mtdiom    Tkrptmt 

A  lAwarch  fen  cjfoorck  c4n» 

Arthar  with  brokea  shield,  and  Tristram  wooed 

The  muse,  but  Llwarcfa  was  the  most  beloved.— P.  58. 

.  The  Uwarch,  here  mentioned,  was  probaUy  Llwarch  Hen, 
a  bard,  a  prince,  and  warrior,  whoae  poema  are  extant,  and  have 
been  lately  pnbiiahed.  He  was  contempoiarj  with  Urian  Re- 
ged,  Idag  of  the  Cmnraig,  or  North-western  Britona.  Aa  Ar- 
thur flouriahedalMmt  MO,  and  liwttdi  anrviTod  the  year  607, 
the  lafeler  oonld  not  be  the  aame  penon  with  Sir  Lamofadh,  a 
longht  of  Arthur'a  du?alry,  with  iHum  the  M&  aeema  to  iden- 
tify him. 

The  old  M&k,  which  contains  the  characters  and  arms  of  the 
ktti^ts  of  the  Bound  Table,  affirma  of  Tristron,  ''II  jwut 
"  moult  Wen  aux  eadiecti ;  et  mioulzdictoit  hds  et  rhanaOM 
"  que  toot  antie  chevalier  dn  monde ;  de  k  harpe,  et  antnt 
''  instmmeos  sonnoit  si  bien  que  cestoit  dnict  memillea." 
In  the  proee  fidio  aeveral  laya  are  printed  aa  the  compoaition 
of  Sir  Triatrem,  which  probably  conveyed  to  the  reader  of 
thoae  daya  no  mean  ideaof  hia  talents. 

A  rif^  he  raugkt  Mm  Ute, 
The  porter  eeyd  nought  nay. 
In  hatuL^T.  39.  at  67. 


Then  they  puBed  oat  a  zyng  of  gold, 

Layd  it  on  the  porter's  aim ; 
And  efsr  we  win  diaa,  pnnd  porter. 

That  thou  say  ui  noharai. 
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Sore  he  looked  <m  l^ng  Eil]iieve» 

And  tore  he  handled  the  fjiig« 
Then  opeoed  to  them  the  fityie  hall  yafce^ 

He  lett  for  no  kynd  of  thing. 

Sdiques  qfAndmt  Poetry,  voL  I.  p.  7& 

The  inference  of  Tomas^  that  the  man  was  wise  "  who  firrt 
gave  gift  in  land/'  is  similar  to  that  of  Winton,  who  nanates 
the  splendid  subsidy  of  40^000  mouions,  sent  from  France  t» 
Scotland  in  1353^  and  adds^ 

Qwha  gyviB  swUk  gyftis  he  is  wyie. 

Thehaeherhadhimjk, 
*^*'  Cherl  owatf  weUsket,  ^.•«— >P.  40«  at  58. 
Theotooeof  ihehusicher^  whnischer,  wis  to  keep  the  door 
of  the  king^s  apartment.  The  appellation  is  deriTed  from  the 
Fianco-Teutonic  L'huis,  a  door.  The  speech  of  Mark's  usher 
to  Rohand,  much  resembles  that  which  David  II.  of  Scotlaiid 
thought  meet  to  make  his  loving  subjects^  who  flodoed  i»- 
ther  unceremoniously  to  see  him,  afler  his  delivery  frmn  cap' 
tivity  in  England.  The  monarch  observing  the  usher  sladk  in 
repressing  the  inundation  of  his  loyal  lieges,  snatdied  the 
mace  from  his  hand. 

And  said  rwdly,  ^*  How  do  we  now  P 
^  Stand  still,  or  the  prowdast  of  yhow 
**  Sail  on  die  hevyd  have  wylh  this  maoe.** 
Than  was  there  nanein  all  that  place, 
Bot  all  thai  gave  hym  lowme  in  by. 
Durst  nane  pres  fbrthir  that  war  by  ; 
His  counsayle  dure  mycht  oppyn  stand. 
That  nane  dutst  tin  it  be  pressand. 

WinUm,  v.  2.  p.  283, 

The  prior  of  LocUeven  approves  hig^y  of  this  impressiw 
exertion  of  authority. 
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Al  rowe  U  was  his  cAtnnew— P.  48.  at  63. 
Oar  anoeston  usaally  kept  ihehr  beards  doedy  trimmed^  saf* 
fering  the  hak  to  grow  itpon  the  upper  lip  alone,  Theftahion 
of  long  beards  ooeaaioiially -prevailed^  but  oould  not  long  main« 
tain  ita  ground  anuaog  the  Inig^ta,  whoae  ftoea  in  action  were 
cloaed  in  a  visor.  An  nnahared  bewrd^waa  therefore  nsuaUy  a 
sign  of  SQITOW  OP  B^fleet 

JJn  motet  plus  estoit  nmuitt 
Sa  barbe  qu*de  ne  fu  rese. 

FcAHau  Boivin  de  PaMeiu 

•  To  >  comparativdy  late  period,  this  continued  to  be  assign 
of  monming.  The  editings  great-grandftther  wore  his  beard 
till  his  deadly  in  regret  for  the  suppoaed  injuries  of  the  unfor* 
tonate  house  of  Stuart ;  and  he  was  not  absolutely  ningular  in 
this  odd  expression  of  zeal  for  their  cause.  The  miseries  of 
Bohand  seem  to  have  been  very  severe ;  but  one  is  omitted 
which  afflicted  Sir  Baldwin,  who,  in  rimilar  drcmnstanoes, 
complained^  "  Lea  poux  croissent  en  mes  habfllemens,  comme 
"  Mt  Yhahe  dans  un  pr^"— -£.«  Heur  desBattaSUes. 


A  scarlet  with  ricUe  'skinne.^^V.  iS.  st.  03. 
A  soar]iet«obej  richly  Airred,  was  iiheidresB  of  knights  when 
in  iitusr  habit  of  peace. 

Meuedss  oftifUdhare, 
Ichon  to  prtsani  brought j^^V.  48.  at.  75. 
The  hesd  of- the -wild  boor,  aa  a.  rarity  bought  with  some 
danger,  was  a  splendid  cBsh  in  the  middle  ages,  and  therefore 
a  fit  preaent  to  a  prince.  At  Christmas  ftstivities,  it  was  a 
atandii^  dish  at  the  tables  of  the  great.  In  the  tale  of  the 
Boy  mi  Ihe  Maantle, 

T 
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He  brought  in  iihe  hon*s  htitA, 

And  was  woodioiM  boid? 
He  nid  then  was  never  a  cndEold^s  knife 

Carre  itt  that  cold. 

See  alao  the  Chxutnuui  caraltt  in  Ritson's  Ancient  Song$. 

<  .    - 
Ypray  mi  lord  nfre. 

Whether  thou  bUss  or  ban, 
Thine  owhen  mot  it  he.-^V.  49.  st  77. 
Trifltrem  had  aaid  to  Morgan,  ^'  God  look  on  thee;,  in  the 
*'  measure  that  I  love,  or  ought  to  love  thee."  Sensible  of  the 
ambiguity  of  the  salutation,  Moigan  suits  his  r^y  to  it :  **  I 
"  pray  God  to  jequite  thee  in  blessingR  or  coraes,  aoooiding  t« 
'^  your  own  meaning." 

With  a  lof  Tristrem  Miot-*P»  b^.  st  79. 
In  an  old  romance,  Charlemagnei^  ^d)«B  a.  psge,  offbaded  at 
bis  two  bastard  brothers,  flingi  in  iSbioxhse  tiie  peacock,  a 
knightly  and  solemn  dish,  which,  as  sewer,  be  was  to  bs?e 
placed  on  the  table. 

T^riitrem  gwerd  ioas  botm. 
And  near  the  Ihuke  he  stode.^^'P.  51.  st  6a 
Two  lines  are  here  wanting  to  descnbe  bow  Mocgan  was 
slain  by  Tristrem.    There  is  no  blank  in  the  MS.,  b«t  tfae 
stanza  oonsists  only  of  nine,  instead  of  eleven  lines. 

He  slough  his  fader  Ban.-*P.  5S.  st.  8Sl» 
That  isy  I  presume,  Morgan's  &ther  Ban,  of -wfaom,  how- 
ever, no  other  mention  occurs  in  the  romance.    He  mnsty  of 
course,  have  been  a  diffieient  perscmage  from  King  Ban  of  Be- 
noit,  or  Benwick,  a  noted  character  in  the  lomaooeB  of  the 
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Round  TMe,  and  ikdier  of  the  renowned  Sit  Ltnoelol  du 
Laa 

Almoin,  and  frmonte.— P.  58.  st  83. 
Hub  coigunctkm  may  induce  a  quesdon^  whether  Ermonie 
be  not  the  aame  with  Gtaetoasy,  the^  beftre  a  vowel  having  in 
many  dialects  the  eovnd  of  y.    I  beliefe  a  Genman  would,  in 
native  idiom,  pronounce  ihe  wocd  Yermaif^. 


Rohmmihegafthe  iMmd.— P.  58.  at  8S. 
The  wand,  or  symbol  of  power.  When  Sigebert,  who  had 
abdicated  the  throne  of  Eaat  Ang^  finr  a  numastery,  waa 
Oompdled  by  hiasiilgectBagBin  to  lead  them  to  battle,  hedia^ 
daimed  the  use  of  ofoisive  arma,  and  only  carried  a  leading 
wand,  or  tnmcheon.*-TuaNa&'8  Hutory  of  ike  Anglo^Saxans, 
vdL  I.  p.  89^ 

Maninumtoipektttrea 

For  rantoun  to  Yrland, — ^P.  53.  St.  85. 
**  Quant  le  Hoy  de  Comouaille  entend,  que  oeubc  d'lrlande 
"  sont  venuaquerre  le  trea,  ai  oommencent  le  dueil  et  le  cry, 
''  ana  et  jus."— 3VMia»,  fewM  30.  With  this  adventure  of 
the  MorhouU,  commenoea  the  resemUanee  betwixt  the  metri« 
calromanceof  Thomas,  and  the  French  proee  folio.  But  the 
connedon  ia  far  doeer  betwixt  the  fimner  and  Mr  Donee's 
fingments.— See  p.  811. 

Three  hundred  homes  fre.^^V.  54.  at  86. 
A  tribute  of  slaves  waa  no  unusual  badge  of  subjection  du« 
ring  the  dark  ages.  Tressan  says,  the  custom  came  from  the 
north,  and  waa  imposed  by  Odin  on  d&e  nations  whom  he  con- 
quered.—CbrTw  d^EaUraits  dee  Romane,  torn.  I.  p.  10.  During 
the  oonteat  betwixt  the  too  polished  Chinese  and  their  savage 
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neightKran^'  the  fonner  sabmitted  to  this  badge  of -aervitade> 
in  its  most  disgraceM  shape.  "  A  select  band  of  the  fiikest 
^'  vii^s  of  China  was  annually  devoted  to  the  rude  embraces 
'^  of  the  Hung."— >G^'&&m,  toLIV.  p.  363.  In  some  of  the 
Spanidi  chronicles  it  is  narrated^  that  the  subjugated  Chris- 
tiana paid  for  sometime  a  tribute  of  this  sort  to  their  Moor« 
iih  conquerors.  At  length,  while  a  band  of  Spanish  gentle- 
men were  escorting  the  &ir  captives  to  the,  place  where  they 
were  to  be  delivered  to  the  Moors,  they  were  surprised  and 
shocked  at  the  indecent  behaviour  of  a  maid  .of  noble  birth, 
who,  laying  aside  all  restraint,  spoke  and  acted  with  as  ifittle 
reserve  as  if  in  private  with  lier  female  companions,  ''^alae 
'^cowards !"  she  answered,  tothe  remonstranees-of  the  cavalien, 
^'  can  I  look  upon  you  as  aught  but  women,  who  deliver  up 
"  your  wives  and  daughters  to  the  harams  of  the  infidds^* 
Deeply  stung  with  this  reproach,  the  Spaniards  dhanged  their 
purpose,  cut  to  pieces  the  Moors  who  came  to  receive  the 
captives,  and  laid  the  foundati<m  of  tlie  independence  of  thdr 
country, 

MorauttPthe  noble  kntghl.-^V.  S4i.  St.  97. 
Moraunt,  or  Le  Morhoult,  as  he  is  called  by  the  Frendi  ro- 
mancers, makes  a  great  figure  in  the  prose  romance  of  Melia- 
dus,  and  even  in  that  of  Tristrem.  In  the  &mou8  romance  of 
Amadis  de  Gaul,  it  is  iM*ophesied  by  Urganda  the  Unknown, 
that  Ireland  should  never  produce  sudi  a  champion  as  AlneSy 
king  of  that  country,  slain  by  Amadis,  "  jusques  a  oe  que  le 
bon  frere  de  la  dame  vienne,  lequel  y  fera  amener,  per  ftne 
d'armes,  le  trebut  d'autre  pays ;  et  cestuy  mourra  par  la 
main  de  celuy,  qui  ilnira  pour  la  chose  du  monde  qic'il  ay- 
mera  le  plus :  et  ainsi  advint  par  Marlot  d'lrlaade,  &eK  de 
la  reyne  dlrlande,  que  Tristan-de  Leonnob  oodst,  ssa  la 
querelle  de  tribut,  que  Ton  demandoit  «u  Boy  Marc  de  C<hw 


€< 

it 
ti 


NOTES  ON  FYTTE  riRST.  S9S 

''  nooaiBe^  ton  onde ;  le4|iiel  depuis  mourut  poor  ramoar  qu'fl 
''  pbrteit  k  la  Royite  Yseolt,  qui  fbt  la  choee  du  monde  que 
*'  phu  il  ayma." 

Dr  Hamner  infinrms  xa,  that  the  history  of  Manuint,  or 
Moro^,  as  he  was  properly  called^  is  preserved  in  the  book  of 
Houthi  He  is  there  said  to  haipe  been  brother  to  the  Queen 
of  Leinster^  and  one  of  King  Arthur's  knights.  He  was  a^t 
by  Anguish,  king  of  Ireland  (who,  by  all  the  romancers.  Is 
transfened  to  the  throne  of  Scotland),  to  claim  the  tribute  of 
ComwalL  The  rest  of  the  story,  as  throwing  some  dubious 
l^t  Upon  the  loyes  of  Tristram  and  Ysondey  I  give  in  HAn« 
Bier's  own  words; 

''  Marke,  king  of  Cdmewayle,  denieth  the  tribute^  o£Ebteth 
"  the  combat,  and  Sir  Tristrem  undertaketh  it  fbr  him.  Mo^ 
''  rogh,  £og  himself,  pleaded,  that  he  was  to  encounter  with 
**  none,  unlesse  he  were  a  king  or  queene,  a  prince  or  prinoesse 
"  Sonne.  The  circnmstanoes  being  considered  and  agreed 
"  upon,  the  combatants  meete  and  fiercely  fight ;  the  battidne 
''  was  a  long  time  doubCftill;  in  the  end  Sir  Tristrem  gaye  Sir 

Moiogh,  with  his  sword,  a  sore  blow,  that  a  piece  of  the 

edge  stucke  in  his  scull,  whereupon  the  combat  ended. 

Morogh  returned  into  Ireland,  and  shortly  after  died  of  the 
^'  wound.  This  doth  Caxton  and  the  book  of  Houth  deliyer 
^  St  large.  But  I  may  not  end  dius  with  Sir  Tristrem :  he  also 
^'  was  sore  wounded  with  a  spear,  whose  head  was  yenomed, 
"  and  could  not  be  cured,  untill  that,  by  counsaille,  he  r&- 
*'  paired  to  the  country  where  the  yenome  had  been  confect- 
"  ed.  Whereupon  he  came  to  Ireland,  and  to  King  Anguish 
"  his  ^ourt,  and  having  great  skill  upon  the  harpe,  he  reerea^ 
« ted  himself  delighted  the  house,  and  fell  in  love  with  La 
^  belle  Isod,  the  king's  daughter,  and  she  with  him.  In  pn>- 
"  cesse  of  time  the  queene  had  learned,  that  he  had  given  her 
*^  brother  Morogh  his  death's  wound;  and,  eompariug  the  piece 
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''  of  the  sword's  edge,  wtaeh  wba  taken  out  of  his  acnfl,  ^th 
*^  his  sword,  found  them  to  Bffee,  and  Jwiriiihed  him  the  hmd. 
<'  Not  long  often  upon  conference  had  with  Msrke,  king  of 
''  Comewal])  iof  ntairiage,  and  oommeoding  the  hemtie  and 
^  vcrtues  of  La  helle  Isod,  spoken  of  before,  he  comelh  to 
^  Ireland,  to  entreat  of  marriage  between  King  Maike  and 
''her.  And  having  elected  his  purpose,  taketh  her  with  him 
^'  to  C(HiiewaD,  where  Markeespooaed  her  with  great  joy  and 
*'  solemnity ;  but  the  old  secret  love  between  Tristrem  and  her 
**  had  taken  such  impression  in  both,  and  so  fnflamed  dieir 
<' hearts,  thatitoooldnoteaailybeqaaMfaed;  sothat,inpro- 
''  cesse  of  time,  Marke  espied  it,  and,  in  hiaibrioaa  jeaknisf, 
^  slue  him,*  as  he  played  upon  the  harpe  to  recreate  Isod ; 
''.and  thus,  as  his  lore  began  wi^  the  harpe,  so  it  ended  widi 
''  the  harpe.  It  is  recorded,  that  laod  csxne  to  hia  grate,  and 
"  swooned.  She  was,  aaith  mine  author,  so  ftir  a  woman,  that 
"  hardly  who  so  beheld  her,  could  not  choose  bat  be  enamoDr- 
"  ed  with  her.  In  Dublin,  upon  the  wall  of  the  citie,  is  a 
"  castle,  called  Iso^s  Towre  /  and,  not  ftzze  firoaa  Dublin,  a 
"  du^pell,  with  a  viUsge,  named  Chapp^Iiod  :  the  oi^^inal 
**  cause  of  the  name  I  doe  noiflnd;  but  it  is  oo^jectared,  that 
"  her  fiither.  King  Anguish,  that  doated  on  her,  builded  them 
"  in  remembrance  of  her,  the  one  for  her  reoreation,  and  the 
"  other  for  the  good  of  her  soule."*— HiKu&it's  Qiromck, 
ajmd  Campion,  p.  6i,  Edit  1633. 


"  This  is  a  mistake  It  is  trae,  that  the  fiufaer  of  Tnstrcm,  so- 
eoidiDg  to  some  authorities,  dreamed  he  saw  Mazk  day  his  soOf 
but  this  was  only  typicaL  **  Sicomne  11  le  son^  hiy  adrint,  cv  k 
**  Roy  Mare  Toodt ;  non  pas  conmir  auciuu  pcnaent*  ne  Foeeiit 
*'  mye  le  Roy  Marc,  de  ses  propres  miins,  ntuds  il  donaa  Pachohea 
O^oecasion)  par  laquelle  Tristan  ftit  ocds ;  c*^  que  11  Inhamuk 
Tristan  de  n^ulme  de  ComouaiUe."  Meliadut  de  Leomufh 
chap.xciii» 


ft 
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I  «in  eiwUrd.lo  gratify  die  reader's  cariordtyTeepectiiig  the 
icnoa  and  nunnen  of  Monmnt,  by  vecnxieiioe  to  a  MS.  in 
the  Ubxuj'Oi  biA  Gxaee^  the  late- John,  DoiEe  of  Hoxbiiigh. 
It.would  8pfaar»  that  the  in^enioiia  andior  ms,  like  Don 
Qnbaat^  dcciMUa  to  pleture  to  hia  audience  the  Tcry  figure 
and  coroplejtiflii  of  thetpnncipaLhereeaof  chiyahy  ;  and  thua 
hedeBGribesMomuii:  . 

.  '<  LUacffanM'Uandefli^.en  eon  tcnpa^iingdea  bona  che- 
f'  inBKan.d«.iiMmde.  11  eatolt  grant,  et  de  n  beUe  taiDe  que 
"  dunaJm  peutoit  aroir ;  lea  cheiveBlx  eoat  aaequea  oreapee, 
''  k  Tiaege  bel  et  plaiaant ;  moult  ehantoit  bien ;  lea  eapaolea 
^^  enat  drotetea  etla^gea;  lea  braa  et  lea  peingea  etiat  longs, 
gsoa^^eiicanea.  Far  kcaaeatoit  niai£^,  leacdasea  etlea 
jambes  enst.beUes  et  groasei  a  meauxe.  Ann^  et  desann^, 
'^eatettnngdeaphiabeaulx  chevaliers  qu'onpoUToityeQir;  et 
^cfaevaHohaitmienlat^ie  tout  autre.  Tropeatoitbonfisnenr 
''  de  lanoe,  et  meilkar  d'iap<&  Si  hardy  et  si  aepre  eatoit, 
^  qir'il  ne  cuaignoit  zieha  a  xenoontrer.  Tou^iours  oerchoit 
"  lea  phs  periUenaea  avantorea  qu'il  poUToit  trouver.  Moult 
''  eatoit  craint  et  doubts  par  le  monde.  Douz  et  oourtcris  es- 
''  toit,  ftn  SOX  damoaeOea  einntea,  car  il  lea  hayoit  a  mort 
''  Moult  estoit  aym^de  bona  ehevalfers,  guyers  ne  hautoit  gens 
"  de  reUgum." 

Mortumi  band  kis  huide  (t.  e.  his  vessel) 
And  Tridrem  lOehifgo.'^V.  67.  st  93. 
•  lUa  is  literally  celled  into  the  prose  folia  '^  IVistnai . . . 
^  lenvoye  le  basid  en  I'eaue,  si  que  il  iut,  en  pen  dlieure,  es« 
«'  lougn^  de  Tisle.  Morhoult  dist  k  Tnstran,  pourquoy  U  ayoit 
*'  et  Mt  ?  Pour  ce,  deist  il,  ae  tu  me  ocds,  tu  te  mettras  en 
'*  Ian  bastel;  et  aeje  teocds,  je  tey  mettrayaussi,  et  tepor« 
^  teny  en  ton  pays." 


296  SIR  TBISTREM. 

He  9tnot  Mm  in  the  i^oun.— -P.  68.  st.  95. 
This  18  an  alhurirai  to  the  annorial  bearing  of  Sir  TriatrciBf 
which,  according  to  all  authoiitieB^  was  a  lion  rampant,  oone- 
sponding  to  ttie  name  of  hi»  oofuntryy  LioneBy-  and  alao  to  his 
own  dispoflition.  For, -according  to  Sir  David  Lindsay  of  t&e 
Mount,  "  The  lyon  is  callet  king  of  heastis,  and,  as  laodore 
"  sayes,  in  his  xiL  buk  of  Bestiall,  in  all  paxellis  he  schawia 
'^  him  right  glorious  and  ry^t  vidUatft  |  for,  quhen  he  is  pur- 
"  sewit  with  the  hunter  and  the  hundis,  he  flei»>not,  nor  hydis 
'^  him  not,  hot  sittes  in  the  field,  quhair  he  may  be  8dBe,-and 
puttes  him  to  ane  defens.  And  his  nature  is,  quhen  he  ii 
hurt  be  ony  person,  throw  all  the  leif  he  wiH  cfaeis  him,  and 
"  revenge  him,  suld  he  d^ :  and  he  is  ane  right  sweit  beist, 
and  luffitnd  to  theme  that  dois  him  gude :  and,  as  Azistode 
sayis,  the  bainis  of  the  lyon  ar  sa  hard,  that,  quhen  thai  strike 
<'  on  thame,  the  fire  fleis,  as  it  does  quhen  thai  strik  on  ane 
"  hard  stane.  And  of  himself  is^aa  enrtes,  tibat  quhen  hehes 
^'  tane  his  prey,  he  skantlie  eittis  it  alane,  hot  caiUs  cunpany 
**  ta  eit  it,  or  lai&s  a  part  to  thame.  Tharefor,  thai  that  bure 
"  first  the  lyoA'in  their  armes,  and  presently  beires,  sold  be 
*'  hardy,  vaillant,  stark,  and  aasurit,  and  gratious  amang  thdr 
compaignioni6."-*Jf 4$'.  on  Heraidry,  Advocates'  Libnury. 


€4 


—  Tristrem  thai  vxu  unght. 
Bar  him  thurch  the'dragoun^ 

In  the  scheld,r^T.  68.  stw  96; 
The  dragon,  l&e  the  lyon,  had  his  typical  significatiim  n 
heraldry,  derived  firom  the  supposed  conditions  of  that  fiibuloos 
animal.  ^'  Dragone,  serpent,  or  yvre  (wyvem)  hes  a  lyk  signi- 
fication, and  ar  mekle  beistis^  ardante  and  soelloase,  that 
skantlie  may  be  fillit  of  watter ;  and  4^erefbre  thai  opin.  their 
''  moathis  to  the  wind,  that  thai  may  sloken  ^eir  byming. 


ft 
ft 
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**  Quhairof  men  may  bslj,  he  that  bore  them  firsts  wes  ryght 
'^  deeyrand  to  conquest^  and  wes  ane  man  of  grit  yaillianoe^ 
''  and  deeyrand  to  have  grit  dominatioun ;  and  it  is  conveni- 
*'  ent  to  be  borne  with  men  of  grit  valor." — Sir  Datid  Lind- 
say's MS.  Later  authorities  differ  from  Thomas  of  Ercel- 
doune^  assigning  to  Moraunt  of  Irekmd,  instead  of  the  dragon, 
a  shield,  thus  blazoned  by  Richard  Robison,  citizen  of  Lon- 
don, in  his  booke  of  Armes  and  Archerie : 

In  ailTar  shield,  oo  tee  of  pee> 

Cci  five,  thnugfaoot  the  samey 
He  bare  a  lion  rampant  red. 

And  ann6  grecne :  whose  name 
Might  seem  to  signifiey  in  truthe, 

Eadi  mi{^ity  enteipnie, 
A  piey  mott  fit  for  his  oomage^ 

Ai  is  the  Izish  giuse. 

The  Duke  of  Roxburgh's  MS.,  already  quoted,  nearly  agrees 
with  Robison,  as  to  Moraunt's  arms.  ^^  Portoit  en  ses  armes 
"  d'argent  une  fesse  de  cinq  pieces  d'azur,  et  dessus  le  tout 
''  ung  lyon  a  gueules  arm^  de  sinople."  To  conclude  a  sub- 
ject, which  the  preux  chevalier  himself  would  have  deemed  of 
the  last  importance,  I  observe,  that  in  the  corresponding  draw- 
ing in  the  MS.,  the  lion  is  armed  vert,  as  according  to  Robi- 
■on,  and  not  sinople,  as  in  the  text. 

WUh  sorwe,  thai  drough,  thai  tide, 
Moraunt  to  the  se.-^V.  61.  st  100. 
The  prose  fblio,  whidi  rarely  improves  the  simple  tale  of 
Tluimas  of  Ercddoune,  makes  Moraunt  finally  disgrace  his 
knightly  fiune.  ^'  Quand  Morhoult  se  sent  navr^  a  mort,  il 
«'  gecte  jus  son  escu  et  son  espee,  et  soy  letoume  Aiyant,  et 
*^  entre  en  son  basteL" 
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JBi$  iwerd  he  offred  than, 
And  to  the  outer  it  hare.^V.  61.  at  101. 

The  sword  of  Sir  Tristrem  was  broken  in  Ihe  **"fe'*'***^*- 
It  will  be  presently  seen,  that  he  oontiiraed  to  wear  the  nme 
wea^Kin,  andwasieoqgniiedbyitinthecourtof  Irdand.  il- 
thoiiiiph,  therelbre,  in  imitadon  of  David  in  Scr^tare»  he  had 
hallowed,  or  ofoed  it  to  the  altar,  it  would  seem  he  had  re- 
deemed it  by  an  oUation  of  a  more  ennentauitiire.  Thiawai 
a  uaoal  compromiae,  snitioig  both  the  wankr  and  the  ckigy 
better  than  the  actoal  dqN)dt  of  a  8word>  <if  inestimafale  valiia 
to  the  fonner,  to  the  latter  a  nselett  trophy.  In  the  cnation 
of  Knights  of  the  Bath,  something  of  this  kind  made  part  of 
the  ceremony. — Stow  e's  AmuUs,  p.  866.  It  would  seem  ftoD 
the  following  extract,  that  an  aadent  king  of  the  Lombsrds 
had  boasted  the  possession  of  Sir  Tristrem's  sword. 

"  £odem  snno  (ac  1339)  sub  castro  Seprii  in  monasteriode 
'^  Torbelh,  flaate  qnodam  vento  tembili,  qtuedam  magna  sibor 
"  divinituB  est  evnLsa  radidtos,  subque  inyenta  ftdt  sepaltun 
''  ex  marmore  multte  polchritudinis.  In  hoc  sepokro  jaoebst 
"  Rex  Galdanns  de  Tnrbet,  Rex  Longobardoram,  in  oiqqs  ca- 
''  pite  erat  corona  ex  auro,  in  qua  erant  tres  lapidea  pretioBii 
"  scilidt  Carbnncnlus  pretii  II.  millia  floienorum^  et  unai 
**  Achates  pretii  D.  florenorum.  Inmanu  sinistra  hahdMt  union 
"  pomum  aureum,  a  latere  erat  nnus  enais  habois  dentem  in 
*'  ade  satis  magnum,  qui  fiierat  Tristantis  de  Lyonoa  cum  (po 
*^  interfeoerat  Lamorsnth  Durlanth.  Unde  in  pomo  ensb  aic 
''  erat  scriptum,  Cel  est  teipee  de  Meter  Trigt/aad,  on  t/  wdA 
^'  fAmoTofi  de  Trlant, 

*'  In  manu  sinistra  habebatscriptnram  oontineiitemhoB  ver« 
''dculoe. 

Zeso.  SaUe  de  Tutbiges 
Roy  de  Lombazi  inocraDez, 
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Soles  litres  Imiods  i^reiiei 
Zo  que  TOB  Teez  cmportei 
Per  Deo  vot  pri  ne  me  lobez. 

GuALTAXECi  de  la  Fktmkia  4$  rebm 
gutUAzimit  VkeeomUU. 


ne  epitaph  may  he  tlnia  xendeved : 


Bests  here,  in  Jesn*s  blesMd  Mnet 
Galdan  de  Turbet,  duflf  of  ftmet 
Highest  prized  mid  bnons  high. 
And  crowned  Ung  of  I^MnhawKe. 
I  won  the  spoils  befiife  me  spread : 
Bob  not  the  honoun  of  the  dead. 
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NOTES  ON  FYTTE  SECOND. 


CarUoun.^V.  79.  st  4. 
The  Carlionn  of  Tomas  of  Eroeldoun  was  a  sea^Knt,  and 
i^parently  the  capital  of  Cornwall.  It  cannot^  therefore,  be 
the  same  with  Caerleon  upon  Uake.  From  the  etymology  of 
the  word  {Cattrum  Leonense),  I  appvdiend  that  it  must  have 
been  the  chief  town  of  the  district  of  Leonaifly  or  LeoneaBe,  the 
native  ooontry  of  our  herq»  from  wfaidi  he  derived  his  Banal 
appellation^  aa  well  as  the  Uon^  which  he  bore  ist  hia  ahidd. 
I  am  more  confident  on  this  subject,  beeauae  there  has  flou- 
rished in  Cornwall^  from  time  immemorial^  a  ftmily  called 
Carlyon  of  Tregrahan,  a  name  not  oocvring  out  of  that  oonn- 
ty>  being  therefiire^  in  all  probability^  a  local  appdlation^  de- 
rived from  the  capital  of  lionesase.  We  can,  with  great  eaae, 
account  for  that  capital  being  now  unlmown^  since  the  whole 
district  of  lionefiae  has  been  totally  inundated^  aa  weaie  a»* 
snred  by  Mr  Carew^  in  his  survey  of  ComwalL 

"  The  aea^  gradually  encroaching  on  the  shore,  hath  ravined 
^  from  Gomwall  the  whole  tract  of  country  called  lieoeae^ 
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^  together  -vrith  diyen  other  paroeDa  of  no  Kttle  drcuite ;  and 
"  that  such  a  oountry  as  Laonesse  there  was^  these  proo&  are 
"  yet  remaining.  T^ie  GjMtce  between  the  Land's  End  and 
**  Isles  of  Scilley^  being  about  thirty  miles,  to  this  day  retain- 
"  eth  that  name^  in  Comishy  Lethowsow,  and  carrietfa  conti- 
**  nnaDy  an  equal  depth  of  forty  or  sixty  &thom  (a  thing  not 
"  usual  in  the  sea's  proper  doininion)>  save  that  about  mid« 
"  way  there  lieth  a  ridge>  which,  at  low  water^  disooyeretl^its 
"  head.  They.tenn  it  the  Gulph,  suiting  thereby  the  other 
**  name  of  Sdlla.  Fishermen,  also,  casting  their  hooks  there- 
''  abottts,  have  drawn  up  pieces  of  doors  and  windows.  Move- 
"  over  the  ancient  name  of  St  Midiael's  Mount  was  Garo- 
*'  cloase  in  Cowse^  in  English,  The  Hoare  Bocke  in  the  Weode; 
"  whidi  is  now,  at  every  flood,  encompassed  by  the  sea,  and 
''  yet  at  low  ebbe,  roots  of  mighty  trees  are  descried  in  the 
''  nnds  about  iu  The  like  overflowing  has  taken  place  at 
^'  Plymouth  Haven>  and  divers  other  places." — S^  upon  thia 
gulgect,  Ellib's  Ni^s  to  Way's  FabUaux,  voL  S.  p.  179. 

In  the  French  MS.  and  prose  folio^  theabode  of  King  Mark 
is  flxed  at  the  Casde  of  Tintag^e^  renowned  in  romance  as  the 
birth-place  of  King  Arthur.    See  p.  310. 

Foweand  grxisf-^V,  81.  st.  %, 
Fowe,  ftmn  the  French,  foururcy  signifies  fiirs  in  general ; 
Griis  a  particular  kind  of  flir,  so  called  from  its  grey  ooloor. 
The  words  occur  repeatedly  in  the  poem.    Griis  was  in  hi^ 
esteem.    The  Monk  of  Chaucer  had 

—  lus  8lee?es  pmflled,  at  the  hood* 
With  gris,  and  that  the  finest  of  the  lomd.* 


*  From  a  poange  of  Bramton  we  leam,  that  the  skin  of  the  wild 
eat  was  ased  by  the  dergf.  Bishop  Wolfstan  prefeired  iamhskia,  say- 
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In  the  beaatiM  Lfty  of  Lftmifidy  liie  niaiiUes  of  die  fioiy 
aeb 


were  of  ffcuk  fttwcty 


Yborduzed  with  gold,  lyg^it  well  yaete^ 
Inpelvend  whh  ^rys  and  gnw 

FraiflBart  teOs  us,  that  Riehazd  II.  prorided  ftr  the 
KmgB,  who  came  to  reside  with  him,  robea  of  aOk,  ftmed  with 
minerer  and  gray.  Certain  Gennan  nMa,  who  had  alain  a 
hiahop,  were  enjoined,  amongst  other  acts  of  penance,  "  ut 
*^  Tariom,  griseom,  ennelinum,  et  pannoa  ooknloa^  aon  por- 
''  tent"— >Tkithemeii  Cron.  Hir$.  ad  atmum  1903. 

Gris  appears,  however,  to  have  heen  inftrior  to  etmine  ;  fiir 
in  a  statute  past  in  1455,  Ar  regulating  the  dreaa  of  t^  Scot- 
tiah  Lords  of  Parliament,  the  gowns  of  tlie  Eaila  are  appaiot- 
ed  to  be  fbrred  with  ennine,  whUe  those  of  the  odier  Loris 
are  to  be  lined  with  "  criestay  gray,  griece,  or  purray."*  Ao- 
cording  to  Dncange,  grisemn  is  synonymoos  to  voir,  which 
appears  to  have  been  the  skin  of  the  HttngsriansqiimeL  T%ey 
are^  however,  distinguished  in  atania  134  of  this  lytte: 


A  schip  with  gicDe  andgny, 
Vmh  tNiir,  and  eke  with^HICi 

Tlie  proper  griia  was  perhaps  equivalent  to  minever  (nkmi 
•str,)  an  itiferior  kind  of  vaur,  made  fimn  the  akina  of  the 
flmall  weasel  and  martin. 

Furs  were  a  valuable  artide  of  trade,  and,  as  sndi,  were  par- 
ticularly noticed  in  maritime  regulations.  '^  NuUua  mercator 


ing  in  excuse,  ^<  Crede  mihi,  nunquam  sudivi,  in  eodeaa,  cantiri  edm 
Dei,  ted d^M  Dei;  ideo cdefieri agno  vola**    X.Scri  .p.053. 

'Thebfldgerietenneda^wy;  bat  his  skin  aeems  greatly  too  < 
to  answer  the  poipoee  of  tiiniming. 
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*'  iMHi  debet  dare  fidem,  ad  exitum  parte,  de  rebiia  quas  par- 
**  Cat  yd  mercat,  niai  de  foomia  et  armatnra  ferri."  Cart. 
ajmd  DucAKOE.  Hence  Tnatrem,  in  his  assumed  character 
of  a  merchant,  describes  himself  as  robbed  of  "  fowe  and 
**  griis."  In  the  romance  of  Sir  Gy,  a  merchant  thus  narrates 
kiabOl  of  lading: 

Fowe  and  griis  anough  lade  we. 
Gold  and  rilver,  and  riche  stones, 
That  Verta  beere  mani  tbt  the  nones ; 
Gode  dodies  of  Sikdatown  and  Akxaodriis, 
Vdouz  of  Matie,  and  puper  and  biis. 

In  another  passage  of  the  same  romance  we  ftkl, 
6j  him  schnd  in  foa  and  graj. 

His  harp,  his  croud  was  rike  ; 

His  tables,  his  ches  he  hare,^»  P.  82.  St.  10. 
The  crwd  (Wdch  crtrM)  was  a  rude  kind  of  violin :  hence 
Butler's  Crowdero,  as  the  name  of  a  fiddler.  Tables  was  a  &- 
Tourite  game  during  the  middle  ages.  Two  games  of  this  na* 
tnie  are  mentioned  by  Wace,  the  greater  and  the  less.— ^Ellis's 
Specimens,  p.  39.  The  same  amusement  occurs  in  an  old  ro* 
mance  quoted  by  Cerrantes : 

Jugando  ttHk  a  las  taUas  Don  Gajfesos, 
Que  ya  de  Meltsandm  esti  oUivada 

It  was^  perhaps,  analogous  to  backgammon,  which  is  of  Cel* 
tic  deriTation,  as  appears  from  its  name  Back,  parvum,  and 
Cammon,  prceUum,  This  game  is  mentioned  in  an  old  Irish 
poem,  called  The  Death  of  CuchoUin,  where  it  is  said,  **  the 
''  hours  passed  away  in  drinking  and  lively  discourse,  in  play* 
''  ing  at  backgammon,  and  listening  to  the  soft  strains  of  the 
"  harp." 


y 


$04t  SIE  TBIjSTBBH. 


For  thi  was  Triitrem  oft 

To  boure  clepedfele  sUhes-^F.  83.  Bt.  12, 

The  faiDiliarity  of  Tri«ta:em  with  the  jqueen  and  princess, 
during  his  residence  at  the  court  of  Dublipi^  ,is  perftetly  can* 
sistent  with  the  manners  of  the  age ;  but  more  espedally  wilfa 
those  of  the  Irish.  When  Richard  II.  endeayoured  to  x«fiirm 
the  manners  of  that  people,  the  knight,  to  whose  tutelage  he 
committed  four  of  their  petty  kings,  complained  to  Froissarty 

they  wolde  cause  their  mynstrelles,  their  serrauntes,  and 

▼arlettes,  to  sytte  with  them,  and  to  eate  in  their  own  dyshe, 
''  and  to  drinke  of  their  cuppes.  And  they  shewed  me,  that 
'^  the  usag^  of  their  countrie  was  good  ;  for  they  aayd,  in  all 
''  thynges  (except  their  beddes),  they  were  and  lyred  in  com- 
"  mon/'—- Beekebs'  Froissart,  fb.  cclviL  Much  offended  were 
these  potentates  with  their  knightly  tutor,  who  insisted  upon 
their  disusing  this  liberal  custom,  as  well  as  Jhat  of  going  with- 
out breeches,  and  other  rude  practices. 

A  picture  of  siipilar  manners  occurs  in  the  andent  Iiidi 
poem,.quo|;ed  in  the  last  note.  Cuchollin,  according  to  evil 
presages,  was  to  fiill  in  battle,  if  he  encountered  an  army  of 
the  Irish,  commanded  by  the  queen  of  Connaugbt,  befixe 
three  inauspicious  days  had  passed  oyer.  The  wites  of  the 
enchanters,  by  whose  arts  he  fell,  are,  for  two  days,  baffled  by 
the  skill  of  his  attendant  bards,  through  whose  alluring  muac 
and  sage  counsel  the  hero  is  long  withheld  from  the  &Ced  com- 
bat :  .during  this  occi^tion,  the  chief  bard,  reclined  ^^on  the 
same  bed  with.the  chieftain^  These  are  circumstances  pecu- 
liar to  Celtic  manners.  Although  the  Gothic  minstrels  weve 
highly  rewarded  and  honoured,  they  were  not  {daced,  by  their 
lords,  upon  so  familiar  a  footing.  Glasgerion,  whose  story  is 
preseryed  in  Percy's  Eeligues  of  Andent  Poetry,  was  a  Cdtie 
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biid>  as  flppem  ftom  his  high  Inrth^  and  fktal  intimacy  widi 
the  daughter  of  a  prince,  as  well  as  fbom  the  epithet  of  Chau- 
oer,  who  terras  him  '*  the  British  Glaskerion/'  A  copy  of 
his  l^nd  has  been  preserved  in  the  remote  parts  of  Scot- 
land, by  oral  recitation.  His  musical  powera  are  curiously 
described: 

Gleskerion  was  the  best  haip^r 
Harped  ever  on  the  string. 

He  could  harp  the  fish  out  o*  the  sea. 

The  water  out  o'  the  stane. 
And  milk  out  o*  the  maiden's  breast. 

That  bairn  had  never  nane. 

The  aootmi^iflhmenta  dispkyed  by  Sir  Tristrem,  while  in 
DobBn,  were  thoae  of  a  complete  minstrel,  who,  besides  the 
sdenoe  of  musics  was  genenlly  master  of  every  game  known 
in  the  middle  ages,  and  of  all  other  amusements  which  could 
cfaaoe  away  the  lingering  hours  of  a  martial  nobility,  delighting 
only  in  war  and  the  chace.  JuggUng,  and  feats  of  legerde- 
main, were  often  added  to  these  qualifications. 

Indeed,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  the  prominent  figure 
which  is  made  by  the  harper  and  minstrel,  in  this  and  in  all 
other  romances.  It  was  their  privilege  to  find  a  free  admit- 
tance to  the  courts  of  monarchs,  and  the  castles  of  barons. 
In  the  fine  old  romance  of  Guerin  de  Moniglaive,  Gerard, 
Lord  of  Vienna,  being  desirous  to  prove  the  spirit  of  his  ne- 
phew Aimeri,  commands  the  porter,  when  the  young  man  pre- 
sents himself  before  the  gates,  to  refiue  him  admittance*  un- 
der pretence  of  mistaking  him  for  a  wandering  minstrel.  Ai- 
meri breaks  into  a  violent  rage,  forces  his  entry  into  the  great 
hall,  and  upbraids  his  uncle  for  his  churlish  and  inhospitable 
mode  of  housekeeping.  "  Vous  ne  vallez  rien,  qui  ainsi  fidctes 
''  fisrmer  votre  palais.    La  cour  d'un  gentUhomme  doit  estre 
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''defibrm^atoatesgens;  me88i^;erB>mCB6itriera^lieriiixdoi- 
"  vent  trouver  les  coutb  ouTertes  ?  et  li  y  doiTent  mangier^  et 
^*  avoir  de  I'aigent.  Car  c'est  la  eoatnme."  Hiae  are  re- 
peated aUuaionB,  in  the  Fabliaux  of  Le  Giand  and  Barbana^ 
ito  the  public  receptioprf^gMMteeto  on  anjoyouBOCcaa^^ 

«<  Quant  im  hom  £ut  doobb  ou  fortBi 
"  Oik  il  a  geDS  de  bone  gerte» 
<*  U  meneitzdls,  quhant  ib  I'entmdciit 
'^  Qui  outze  chdee  ne  debandent, 
*^  VoDt  lamit,  amoDt  soit  aval, . 
**  Vwi  a  pi^y  r«itie  a  cfaeraL** 

T/iai  maiden  Fionde  higkti. 

That  gk  was  lefto  here, 
Jndromaance  io  rede  arighij^^V*  9S*  at  iS. 
llicee  two  tinea  comprise  all  the  liteniry  amusement  of  the 
middle  ages.  Glee  was  used  generally  to  eiqnen'*  piece  of 
poetry  adapted  to  music,  be  the  fhbliaa,  and  perhi^  the  ky,^ 
IM  wdl  aa  the  music  itself;  while  the  romance  meant  a  woik 
of  much  greater  length,  to  be  read  or  chsanted.  I  do  not 
mesn,  that  romance  already  bore  the  modem  aooeptation :  it 
signified,  generslly,  the  French  language,  and,  obliqudy,  dte 
long  woiica  written  in  it,  whether  of  history  or  fid>le.    llieaa 


ill  ■■ 


*  This  has  been  doubted ;  but  the  oooduBon  of  Oxfto  and  He- 
rodils,  in  the  Andiinleck  MS.,  seems  ttf  prove  that  the  lay  was  set  la 
music: 

HaiponfB  in  Bictilne  aftor  tiiaoy 

Held  how  tfab  mcrvaile  began 

And  made  herof  alayni  gode  Ubeingy 

And  nempned  it  after  the  king ; 

That  lay  Otfeo  is  yhote, 

Gode  is  the  lay,  swete  is  the  note. 

See,  also,  the  anecdote  of  the  losh  harper,  p.  109,  who  ii  upmslf 
and  to  nog  to  the  harp  a  meny  1^. 
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weie  umaUy  read,  and  to  read  them  was  notjoi  object  of  ge« 
neral  attainment.  Some  particular  intonation  was  probably 
neoeaaary,  beyond  the  mere  art  of  reading ;  for  the  mode  of 
ahmrii^  Terse  into  prpae,  by  reading  it  as  sudi^  is  a  modem 
refinement  When  Robert  the  Brace  ftnied  his  few  ftithftil 
fbUowera  orer  Hiocfa-Lomond  in  a  boat,  which  held  but  three 
men  at  a  thncy  he  amused  them  by  reading  the  fionous  ro- 
mance of  Fierabraa  : 

The  king  the  quhOes,  meiyly 
Med  to  thahn,  that  war  hjm  by, 
Romanys  of  worthi  Femambnce. 

Barbattr^  Book  III. 

The  n^^  belbfe  the  murder  of  James  I.  of  Scotland^  was 
qpent  by  that  aooompliahed  prince  ''  yn  redyng  of  zomans^  yn 
"  syngyng,  and  pypynge^  in  harpynge,  and  in  other  honest 
"  solaces  of  grete  pleasance  and  disport."-- Pikkbetok's  Hum 
tary.  Appendix  to  VoL  I.  p.  497. 

It  is  not^  however,  to  be  supposed,  diat  what  we  now  call 
metrical  romancea  were  alway»  read.  On  the  contrary,  seve- 
ral of  the  ramancea  bear  internal  evidence  that  they  were  oc« 
caaionally  chaunted  to  the  harp^  The  Creaeide  of  Chaucer, 
a  long  perftrmance,  is  written  expressly  to  be  read,  or  else 
flttDg.  It  is  evident,  indeed  that  the  minstrels,  who  were  cer« 
tainly  the  authors  of  the  French  romanoes,  and  probably  of 
the  English  alao,  could  derive  no  advantage  from  these  oompo- 
aitions,  unless  by  reciting  or  singing  them.  Some  traces  of  this 
cnatom  remained  in  Scotland  till  of  late  yeank  A  satire  on  the 
Marquis  of  Aigyle,  puUished  about  the  time  of  his  death,  is 
saidtobeeompoaedtothehmeof  Graysted,  anotedromadoe, 
reprinted  at  Aberdeen  so  kte  as  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 
tury. Within  the  memory  of  man,  an  old  person  uaed  to  per- 
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ambuUte  the  •treets  of  Edinbtirg^^  iiiiguig  in  t  monobMumi 
cadence^  the  tale  of  Rosewal  and  Lilian,  whidi  ia,  in  all  the 
fyanz,  a  metrical  ixnuanee  of  chi^rolry. 

Riche  saii  thai  irewe^ 

White  and  red  90  hiod^^V.  85.  at  17. 

Our  fbre&thers  decorated  their  vessels  with  uaelesa  and  ab- 
surd magnificence.  The  lorda  of  France,  when  about  to  in- 
vade England  (a  sort  of  epidemic  disease,  which  has  frequent- 
ly seized  the  rulers  of  that  country,  and  generally  spent  its 
fiirce  in  an  eruptive  expence  of  preparation),  '*  made  banen, 
penons,  standerdes  of  sylke,  so  gpodlye,  that  it  was  marmyle 
to  beholde  them :  also  they  paynted  the  mastes  of  theyr 
shippes  fro  the  oAe  end  to  the  other,  gl3rtering  with  golde, 
*^  and  devyses,  and  annes :  and  specially  it  waa  shewed  w^ 
**  that  the  Lord  Guy  of  Tronoyle  gamyahed  his  shippe  rydir* 
"  ly  ;  tlie  paintyngs  that  were  made  cost  more  l^ian  two  thou* 
"  sande  frankes." — ^Bebneas'  Ftoissart,  vol.  IL  fid.  lidi  In 
elder  times.  Earl  Godwin  is  said  to  have  given  to  Edwod  the 
Confessor  a  galley,  having  a  gilded  prow,  manned  with  e^^ 
chosen  warriors  armed  in  suitable  splendour.  Eadi  wore 
bracelets  of  gold,  a  triple  hauberk,  a  gilded  hdmet,  and  a 
sword  with  gilded  hilt:  a  Danish  axe^  inlaid  with  gold  and 
silver,  was  suspended  at  the  back ;  the  left  hand  held  a  buck- 
ler with  a  gilded  boss,  the  right  a  lanoe,  called  in  En^iafa  tegar. 
Simeon  of  Durham,  spud  ann.  1040. 

Now  hai  he  Tristrem  fmM.**-P.  85*  at  17* 
That  is,  now  he  is  called  by  his  proper  name,  l^istrem,  in- 
stead of  the  inverted  i^ypeUation,  Tramtria^  which  he  bad 
borne  in  Ireland. 
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Trisirm  kath  teld. 


Of  YsinuU  thai  w<u  hene.^^.  86.  st  19. 

Tbie  romancer  represente  the  pa«non  of  Tristrem  for  Ysonde^ 
iM  aiismg  aolely  from  the  ^nk  of  might,  of  which  they  un- 
fintunately  partook.  The  praises^  therefore^  wbidi  inflamed 
King  Mark^  were  those  of  dispaasioiiate  admiratioiij  or,  at  num^, 
of  gratitude.  The  proie  foAio  does  not  entirdy  fi>llow  Tonuu 
in  this  particular.  Tristrem  loves  Ysolt  from  their  first  inter- 
view, and  fights  against  Palamedes  upon  her  account,  during 
his  residence  in  Dublin.  It  was,  however,  but  a  transient 
passion,  being  superseded  by  that  which  he  afterwards  enter- 
tained  for  the  lady  of  S^urades,  in  whose  afibctions,  as  after- 
wards in  those  of  Ysonde,  he  successfully  rivalled  his  uncle 
Mark.  Ysonde  perceived  neither  the  passion  of  Tristrem  nor 
Palamedes,  nor  their  mutual  hatred,  "  Comme  oelle  qui  one- 

ques  n'avoit  pens^  a  amour." 


i€ 


The  barouns  hem  bithougfd, 
Tofel  TrUtremes  pride.— 1^,  87.  st  21. 
In  the  prose  romance,  the  plan  of  procuring  Tristrem's  death, 
y  sending  him  to  ask  in  marriage  the  niece  (^Marauat,  whcnn 
he  had  slain,  is  imputed  to  Mark  himaelf. 

F(^  daule  ^o  dragoun, — P.  90.  st  27. 
It  may  be  objected  by  those,  who  adhere  to  Mr  Warton's 
derivation  of  romantic  fiction  firom  the  Moors  and  Saracens, 
that  the  introduction  of  a  dragon,  the  creature  of  Oriental 
fancy^  savours  of  a  closer  acquaintance  with  the  fables  of  the 
East,  than  could  have  been  acquired  in  Scotland  during  the 
13th  century.  According  to  Warton,  "  Dragons  are  a  sure 
*'  mark  of  Orientalism." — Dissert,  on  Origin  of  Romantic  Fie 
turn.    To  this  it  might  be  sufficient  to  answer,  that  the  Scot- 
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tiflih  nation  sent  many  warrion  to  the  Crusades :  Bat^  in  hitt, 
the  idea  o(  this  fiibnlous  animal  was  fioniliar  to  the  Celdc 
tribes  at  an  early  period ;  and  it  is  stated  to  have  been  ham 
on  the  banner  of  Pendiagon,  who  Asm  that  circmnstaDee  de- 
rived his  name.  A  dngon  was  dso  the  standard  of  the  re- 
nowned Arthur.  A  descriptian  of-  this  banner,  the  magicd 
work  of  Merlin,  occurs  in  the  romance  of  Jrihouramd  Mer^ 
Un,  in  the  Auchinleck  MS,  and  is  not  unpoetical: 

Merlin  bar  her  goinfanoun  ; 
Upon  the  top  stode  a  dngonii, 
Switfae  grkeliche  a  litd  croaine* 
Fast  him  bihdd  al  tho  in  the  toune, 
For  the  mouth  he  had  grinningey 
And  the  Umg  out  fladinge. 
That  out  kest  sparkcs  of  fer. 
Into  the  aides  that  flown  der ; 
That  dragoun  had  a  long  taile, 
That  was  wipper  boked  saon-fiule. 

The  dragon  cast  Are  when  the  conflict  deepeniod,  like  the  Clii« 
msra  upon  the  crest  of  Tumus : 

Tarn  magis  iDa  ftemensy  et  tiiitibiis  dBeni  fltnmw, 
Qoam  magis  efibso  crudescunt  cngirinc  pngniB. 

In  the  Welsh  Triads,  I  find  the  dragon  repeatedly  mention- 
ed ;  and  in  a  batde  fought  at  Bedford*  about  758,  betwixt 
Ethdbald,  king  of  Merda,  and  Cuthred,  king  of  Weasex,  a 
golden  dragon,  the  banner  of  the  latter,  waa  home  in  the  fimit 
of  combat  by  Edelheim,  or  Edelhun,  a  chief  of  the  West 
Saxons. — Bromptok.  Chron.  Indeed,  even  supposing^  that, 
during  the  long  residence  of  the  Romans  in  Britain,  they  had 
not  imparted  to  the  inhabitants  their  tractions  oonoeniing 
dragons,  it  is  hard  to  see  why  the  Celtic  or  Gothic  imaginstion 
might  not  conceive  such  a  monster,  without  borrowing  die 
idea  from  the  East  Serpents  and  Uzarda  were  wdl  known  ta 
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tibe  norttMrn  natidni:  to  equip  tiiaii  widi  wings  (although 
thete  are  neither  mentifliied  in  the  case  of  Merlin's  dragon^ 
nor  of  Tristrem's)  seems  to  be  no  great  stretch  of  fimcy ;  and 
the  boiniBg  heat^  indnoed  by  the  bite  of  an  adder^  may  at  first, 
by  poeticsl  lioenoe»  and  afterwards^  by  the  litend  inteipreta- 
tioo  oftheandience^  have  given  rise  to  the  sapposed  qnafity 
of  Tomithig  flames. 

The  mention  of  the  dragon  leads  to  another  remarL  The 
motd.  dragmt  ia,  in  Owen's.  Welch  DictioBary,  translated  a  lead' 
er^  Mi  ftmf4Tmg(m  is  rendered  ^gtneraJiiuimo^  and  dragonawl 
tL-wpreme  chief.  Such  being  the  case,  there  seems  nd  great 
violence  in  the  supposition,  that  the  dragon  alain  by  Sir  Tris- 
trem  (one  of  the  very  few  marvellous  incidents  in  the  tale^)  was 
•some  chief  or  leader^  the  enemy  of  the  Irish  m^nardi.  This 
exposition  seems  less  forced  than  that  of  Regnar  Lodbro^s 
abutter  of  two  snakes,  whieh  one  commentator  explains  to 
mean  his  having  surmounted  the  windmg  and  mishapen  wall 
of  the  fortreasy  in  which  a  lovely  virgin  was  confined;  snd  an- 
other, his  having  conquered  and  alain  a  seneschal,  whose 
name  was  Orme,  or  Serpenft  In  truth,  the  hyperbolicsl  and 
emgmatieal  descriptions  of  the  British  bards,  and  the  Gothic 
scalds,  may  often  lead  us  to  confinmd  with  fiction  what  was 
uaed  as  metsphor  and  parable.  The  crusaders,  in  passing 
through  the  Archipelago^  made  a  yet  more  ridiculous  mistake ; 
believing  that  the  water-spouts,  which  often  occur  there,  were 
owing  to  the  fVoIics  of  an  immense  blsck  dragon,  whom  they 
endeavoured  to  drive  away  by  shouts  and  clashing  of  arms. 
Brovpton.  Chron,  ajmd  Decern  ScHftoret,  p.  1S16. 

Itseems  that  the  minstrels  did  not  know,  or  did  not  regud 
the  tradition,  ^t  St  Patrick  freed  Ireland  ftom  poisonous 
aitwy^u.  Kot  only  the  dngon  in  the  text,  but  another  slain 
by  Guy  of  Warwick,  were  natives  of  the  land  of  Saints.  This 
last  is  described  at  length : 
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Nevvr  «m  best  no  so  bic« 

Gxct  hmifid  it  hath,  and  gridkh  to  wdt ; 

His  nek  is  greter  than  a  bdle* 

His  bodi  is  swarter  than  ani  oole ; 

It  is  michd,  and  long,  and  griselieh, 

Plain  the  naval  npward  uD8Gfaapelieb& 

The  smakat  scale  that  oo  him  is« 

No  wepen  no  may  attaine  7  wis ; 

As  a  somer  it  is  bzested  before  in  the  brede. 

And  swifter  emend  than  ani  stede. 

He  hath  dawes  als  a  lyoon. 

Men  nith  that  it  is  a  dfagoun  i 

Gret  wiBges  he  haih  with  to  fle» 

His  shafte  to  tdl  alle  ne  mowe  we» 


The  adyenture  of  the  dragon  in  the  text  is  literaUy 
into  the  prose  folio ;  but  is  plaoed  during  Tristrem's  first  lea- 
denoe  in  Ireland^  and  previous  to  the  discovecy  of  his  resl 
iittne*  He  succeeds  in  his  embassy^  by  sococmriiig  the  Idiig 
of  Ireland^  when  hard  beset  in  a  toumament 

Treacle,i^V.  95.  st  37. 
Treade^  or  theriacBi  was  long  accounted  a  choiee  lonedy 
against  poison,  and  was  held,  aoooidinglyj  in  hi^^  reputation. 
Chaucer  mentions. 

medednc  more  fine  than  treacle. 

In  a  MS.  poem  on  the  praise  of  women,  it  is  used  as  an  em- 
blem of  fidelity: 

Tiew  as  treade  er  thai  to  ftnd. 

Tlieriaca  is  derived  from  the  Greek  dsf  m^,  baiia  venenaU, 
The  use  and  composition  of  the  medicine  may  be  fixmd  in  the 
SOth  book  of  Pliny,  cap.  S4. 
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Ysonde,  bright  ofhewe, 

7%mgkt  it  Tramtris  t&ere.-^P.  97.  at.  41. 
I!1ii8  fseems  to  be  an  error  of  the  transcriber.  Ysonde  did 
not  sua|iect  the  sttanger  to  be  Tra$nirisy  her  old  preceptor^  bat 
^[Vistrem,  vbo  had  alain  her  iinde  Moraunt ;  and  her  coi\jeo* 
tore  is  coofinned  bf  the  broken  sword.  The  prose  work  men- 
tionB  this  discovery^  which  it  places  daring  Tristrem's  first 
abode  in  Ireland.  With  greater  plausibility  it  represents  the 
qtaeesn,  not  Ysonde,  as  the  lady  who  threatened  the  hero  with 
personal  vengeance ;  while  the  king,  moved  by  the  laws  of 
hospitality,  and  by  ^'  tihe  bounty  of  chivalry/'  which  Tristrem 
had  displayed,  saves  him  from  death,  bat  banishes  him  from 
Ireland.  But  Mr  Donee's  Fragment,  as  usual,  concurs  with 
Tomas  of  Eroeldoune.     Fide  page  31 5. 

The  steward  Jbrsckc  his  dede, — P.  100.  st.  47. 
This  seems  to  be  aUaded  to  in  Mr  Douoe's  Fn^;ment,  where 
Tristrem  says,  he  deserved  Ysonde's  pardon  for  her  uncle's 
death,  by  protecting  her  against  the  daim  of  a  man  whom  she 
hated,  p.  SI  7.  The  name  given  to  this  &]fle  steward,  in  the 
prose  folio,  is  Aguyngaerren  the  Red. 


a  drink  of  might, 


That  lave  tvald  kithe.-^V.  101.  ^t.  48. 
This  phfltre,  or  boire  amoureussy  as  the  romancers  called  it, 
produced  thefittal  and  unchangeable  affection,  by  whidi  Ysonde 
and  Tristrem  were  so  inseparably  united.  If  we  suppose  that 
it  WIS  only  a  mescal  aphrodisiac,  the  tale  will  not  appear  in- 
credible.   The  hero  and  heroine  experienced  Ovid's  maxim, 

*'  Philua  nooent  animis,  rimqu^  fuioriB  babenU'* 
When  the  effects  of  temporary  delirium  had  taken  place^  the 
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eWl  was  irremediable :  asdtlie  continqance  of  their  guilty  in* 
terooune  was  the  natural  conseqiMiice  of  tlie  original  crinae. 
But  omr  a&ceston  held  a  more  marvelloiis  doetrine.  Thar 
ideas  of  the  drink  of  might  were  not  confined  to  ita  immediate 
stimulating  eflfecta ;  it  was  sapposed,  throng  magicy  or  occoU 
sympathy,  to  continne  ita  opentioii  dnring  the  life  of  those 
who  partook  of  the  beverage.  Hie  roles  te  oompoaiiig  sodi 
fdiiltres  are  to  be  fimnd  in  every  ailthor  that  treats  of  physMBy 
from  the  days  of  the  ancients  to  the  middle  of  the  174i  oen- 
tnry ;  from  Pliny's  Natural  History,  to  the  Sdid  Ttoeasue  of 
Albert  the  Less.  ^Qie  noted  hippmnanea  was  the  principal 
ingredient  in  these  love-potions ;  but  the  bones  of  a  gnen  frog 
(provided  the  flesh  -had  been  eaten  by  ants),  the  head  of  a 
kite,  the  manow  of  a  woITa left  foot,. mixed  with  ambagiJa, 
a  pigeon's  liver,  stewed  in  the  blood  of  the  person  to  be  be- 
loved, and  many  other  recipes,  more  or  less  nanaeoos,  are  con* 
fldently  averrad'to  he  of  equal  virtue. .  In  MiddletonV  Witch,* 
a  young  gaUant  goes  ta4he  eave  of  an  endumtreaa,.  to  pncoie 
alov&«pell: 

Hecate*  Thou  thalt  have  choice  of  twentie,  wett  or  diie. 

AlmaMldet,  Nay,  let's  have  dkie  ones. 

Hec  Yf  thou  wilt  uae't  by  way  of  cop  and  potion, 
111  giTO  thee  a  xemoia  shall  bewitdi  her  stiaig^ 

Ahfu  A  remoia !  what's  dut  ? 

Hec*  A  little  sudc-stone : 
Some  can  it  a  stebanprey-;  asmdl'fish. 

Aim,  Andmnst'tbebotteMd? 

Hee*  The  bones  of  a  dead  frog,  too,  wondions  pietioQS, 
The  flesh  consumed  by  pix^-miies. 

In  another  scene,  AlmachiWes  thna  deearibes  the  boontieBof 

the  witch: 

•  This  carious  old  play  afibrded  the  songs  and  dioraaes  ftr  Bfae- 
both,  ^t  only  ensted  in  BC&,  tiU  Mr  Read  printed  a  frw  copies  ftr 

the  use  of  his  ftieods. 
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Aim,  The  whocson  did  helcat  would  hare  given  me  the 
Bnyneofaaitt  oDoe,  inmy  handkeicher..   I  bad 
Her  makeanree  with't,  with  a  ▼engcanee  I    And  a 
Lkde  bone  in  the  hidiemuMt  put  of  a  woUb's  tailc* 
I  bod  her  pick  her  teedi  with*t,  with  a  pe^dlenee ! 

The  yirtiie«of  the. magic  dnmg^  of  Sir  Tri^trem  are  tfauii 
deflcribed  by  the  Queen  of  IreUmd*  **  Ce,  bruivage  est  appeO^ 
"  le  boire  amourenx ;  car  si-loet  coQxme.le  Roy  Marc  en  aun 
beu,  et  ma  fiUe  aprea^  ilx  Be  aymerent  si  merreiUeuBement, 
qiie.iM4^epQurioientmettK  discord  entreeulz.''  Foljoxli 


Tristrem  so  rowe  he* — P.  101.  st  49. 
De^cterity  in  rowing,  as  it  was  a  necessary^  so  it  was  deemed 
an  honourable  accompliahmenty  ftmong  the  heroes  of  chivalry. 
The  andjmt  Scandinavians^  whose  manners  gare  a  strong 
tinge  to  the  feudal  4iges^  were>  from  their  roving  and  piratiod 
profession^  obliged  to  understand  the  use  of  the  oar.  Harold 
the  Valiant  bossts  of  skill  in  this  exercise,  as  one  of  his  moat 
estimable  qualifications.    Sen  iosum  ver  svansue,  &c 

Bat  fata  banla  on  my  gaIley*B  ode, 

3ut  fifteen  mates  were  mine. 
When,  through  the  pathless  ocean  ivide, 

My  oor  dashed  high  the  brine. 
Dauntless,  1  viewed  the  billows*  strength 

Fly  o*er  my  bark  in  vain  ; 
And  little  thought  to  brook,  at  length, 

A  Rttsrian  maid's  disdain. 


ffi^t  arts  are  mine :— -to  wield  the  stael* 

T9  cvb  the  warlike  hotse. 
To  swim  the  lake,  or,  skate  on  heel, 

To  urge  my  r^d  course. 


*  This  is  a  daasical  spell,  mentioned  by  Pliny. 


316  SI&  TKISTHEM. 

To  htiriy  wdl>aiined,  the  martuJ  spesr, 

To  hntah,  with  oar,  the  main ; 
AH  thise  «e  mme,  though  doomed  to  bev 

A  p^«"^"  maid*8  ^ip^»^»*- 

The  coupe  was  richeU  wrought. 

Of  gold  it  was  thepin.'^V.  102.  Bt  50. 
The  practioe  of  putting  gold  and  silver  pins  into  goblets  and 
drinking  vessels,  was  intended  to  regulate  the  draught  of  each 
individual  guest,  so  that  all  mi^t  have  an  eqaal  share  of  the 
beverage.  It  was  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  is,  by  the  6oe- 
tious  Grose,  supposed  to  have  given  rise  to  our  vulgar  eiqirea- 
sion,  of  drinking  to  a  merry  pin.  William  of  Mahnesbnij 
gives  the  honour  of  this  invention  to  no  less  a  personage  than 
St  Dunstan :  *'  In  tantum  et  in  frivolis  pads  sequax^  ut  quia 
compatriots  in  tabemis  convenientes,  jamque  temulenti, 
pro  more  bibendi  contenderent,  ipse  clavos  argenteos  vd 
aureos  vasis  affigi  jusserit ;  ut,  dum  metam  suam  quisque 
cognosceret,  non  plus,  subserviente  verecundia,  vel  ipse  ap- 
peteret,  vel  alium  appetere  cogeret"  De  Gestis  Reg.  Aug. 
lib.  2.  Giving  Dunstan  all  credit  for  his  pacific  motives,  this 
measuring  out  bumpers  to  his  drunken  countrymen  seems  a 
singular  occupation  for  a  saint  and  an  archbishop* 

Her  love  might  no  man  tuin, 
TU  her  ending  day.-^V.  102.  st  60. 
The  love  of  Tristrem  and  Ystmde  became  proverbial  during 
the  middle  ages,  and  the  references  to  it  are  innumerable.  A 
few  may  be  noticed,  out  of  a  great  number.  In  the  Tempte 
oJQlas,  printed  by  Wynkin  de  Worde,  there  occurs,  amoi^ 
the  fidthftd  servants  of  Love, 

Ysonde,  and  many  eke  moo» 

And  all  the  torment  and  the  audi  woo 
That  she  had  for  Tristrem  all  her  lyve. 


<€ 
€€ 
« 
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Thie  sententiaaB  Gower  treats  of  their  story  in  the  following 
wciics,  of  whidiit  seems  to  be  the  morale  that  gentlemen  and 
ladies  should  beware  of  drinking  a  cap  too  mudi. 

"  Hie  de  amoris  ebrietate  ponit  exemplom^  qualiter  Tristans, 
''  ob  potum  quern  Brengwayn  in  van!  (vino)  ei  porrexit,  de 
^«  amore  belle  Isolde  inebriatus  exstitit'* 

And  for  to  loke,  in  eridenoe, 

l/pon  the  sothe  experience ; 

So  that  it  hath  befiUl  er  this. 

In  every  man's  mouth  it  is. 

How  Tristram  was  of  love-  dronke 

With  bde  Isolde,  whan  they  dronke 

The  drinke,  which  Brangweine  hem  betok, 

Er  that  King  Mark  his  erne  hir  tok 

To  wyfe,  as  it  was  after  knowe. 

And  eke,  my  sonne,  if  thou  wylte  knowe. 

As  it  hath  hJkn  over  more 

In  bve*s  cause*  and,  what  is  more. 

Of  dronkeshyp  for  to  drede, 

As  it  whylome  befell  in  dede. 

Whereof  thou  myght  the  better  eschewe 

Of  dronken  men,  that  thoa  na  sewe 

The  company,  in  no  manere, 

A  great  fnwmplf  thoa  thalt  bere. 

Lib.  sext 

The  mondist  again  introduces  Tristrem  smong  the  true 
lovers  in  the  train  of  Venus : 

There  was  Tristrem,  whidi  was  beloved 
With  bde  Isolde,  and  Lancelot 
Stode  with  OtKoor,  and  Oalshote 
With  his  hdy.* 


*  Gowsr  fe  here  incorrect.    Oabhaut,  or  Gahhad,  had  no  para- 
mour, bat  piqued  himself  on  bis  continence,  through  which,  with  Sir 
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It  appears  ftom  the  Mowing  pueage  in  Baibnui's  A* 
hliausi  that  the  love  of  Tnatiein  and  Yaonde  was  pnyvoinl 
among  the  French  nainatrds: 


C*oiioqttes  TristnDf  Yaeiilt  k  Blonde* 
Ne  Dole  ftmme  de  oest  monde, 
ITtma  onoquei  a  fort  nului. 
Come  de  fist  tantot  cduL 

La  VleXOe  Truande, 

Tattans  taat  com  iu  en  cVtt  monde, 
N'ama  Antant  Tsone  la  Blonde 
Com  d  deox  anuuu  s'entie  aimerent» 

Conte  de  la  Dame  qui  aveine  deinandoiL 

A  Tery  ancient  allusion  to  the  story  of  our  nmanoer  si 
quoted  by  Faochet,  ftom  the  songs  of  the  £ng  of  Navam, 
and  has  been  noticed  in  our  Introduction* 

After  all^  it  will  perhaps  be  the  best  instance  of  the  umver- 
sal  and  continued  popularity  of  tihe  tale  of  Sir  Tristxem^  ditt 
Boiardo  and  Ariosto  have  founded  upon  his  history  the  idea 
of  the  two  enchanted  fountains^  which  produced  the  opposite 
efibcts  of  love  and  hatred^  and  oocaskmed  the  noions  and  ca- 
pricious events  In  the  loves  of  Rinaldo  and  Angelica.  Boiardo 
thus  describes  the  Fountain  of  Hatred : 

BB^  cfa  tutla  d*on>  lavoiafs^ 
Bt  d*albo8tio  candido*  e  puUto ; 
B  eod  bd,  die  dii  dentro  Ti  goats, 
Vi  tedi  11  piBto,  e  fior  tutto  aoolpito : 

FerdTal,  be  aooompltdied  the  adventure  of  the  SangreaL  Sir  Pce- 
dvd  was  soMly  tempted  by  the  devil,  in  du^  of  a  ftir  'daniMl* 
but  he  repented  in  time,  and  drove  his  iwocd  thnnigh  hie  own  thi|^, 
at  a  pcnanoe  Ibr  bit  fiail^.  See  Lanedat  d»  Lac,  Fvia  1S3S^ 
La1kre$f&rUe^ 
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Dieon  die  da  Mofin  fti  fablnriote, 
Per  Tziitaii,  die  d'  ItotU  en  invai^iito* 
Aododi  "iTi  bevoido,  ■  acoidaaw 
L'ttmor  di  qudU  doiii»»  e  la  Tmtriewc.  . 

Ma  non  cpntfntf  mai  la  sua  adagarat 
Di  fiu  k)  a  qpiesta  fonts  capitan ; 
^laatiinque  andasse  in  volta  alia  ventuia« 
Cercundo  il  mondo  per  tena,  o  per  mare. 


Fair  waa  that  finntain,  acnlptored  all  with  goldf 
With  alab&er  eculptored,  lidi  and  rare. 
And  in  its  bason  dear  tbou  mightst  behold 
The  flowery  marge  reflected  fresh  and  fair. 
Sage  Medm  framed  the  font,  so  legends  bear. 
When  en  frir  Ysonde  doatod  Triatzem  bime. 
That  the  good  cnaunt  knight,  arriving  there. 
Might  quaff  oblivion  in  the  enchanted  wave. 
And  leave  his  hicUess  love,  and  scape  his  timdess  gmve. 

But  ne*cr  the  mniior's  evil  flUe  aDomd 
His  steps  that  fountain's  charmed  voge  to  gain. 
Though  restless,  roving  on  adventure  proud. 
He  tzavened  oft  the  land  and  oft  the  main. 


AiiMMig  tlie  endianted  pakoes^  wfaidi  proAuely  adorn  th« 
Orlando  fW-toio^  is  a  lodge,  called  the  Rooea  di  Tristano,  cm 
aeoount  of  a  oertun  adventvre  aldueml  there  hj  our  hero. 
Coito  XXXII. 

Dante  has  also  given  Sir  Triatrem  a  place  among  the  lovers 
deMsibed  m  ihe /fi/^nio,  as  iUtting  throog^  the  air  li^ 
of  cranes: 

Vedi  Pads,  TziMno;  a  phi  de  miDe 

Ombre  mostrommi)  e  nominoQ*  a  dito^ 

Ch*  amor  di  nostra  vita  departille.  e 
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An  hounde  ther  was  biside. 


The  coupe  he  licked  that  tide. — P.  102.  st.  51. 
John  Baptist  van  Hdtmont^  in  a  treatise  De  Magnetica 
Morborum  Curaiione,  containing,  as  may  be  supposed  ftom  the 
title^  much  mystic  jax^on  about  sympathy,  informs  us^  that, 
by  the  use  of  a  particular  talisman,  he  attached  a  dog  to  hia 
person,  in  the  same  manner  as  Hodain  is  said  to  have  become 
inseparable  from  Ysonde  and  Tristrem,  by  liekiiig  the  cup 
which  had  contained  the  hoire  amoureuse.  It  is  sufficiently 
strange,  in  the  present  day,  to  see  the  metaphysical  nonsense 
of  Albertus  and  Van  Helmont  reviving  sucoeasfully,  in  the 
modem  charlatanism  of  animal  magnetiflm  and  metallic  trac- 
tors! 

Now  thenketh  Ysonde  to  slo 
Brengtoain,  and  hir  to  spille,^-^F*  105.  st  56. 
The  barbarous  ingratitude  of  the  queen  of  Cornwall  leaem* 
bles  that  of  the  heroine  in  Middleton's  Changeling,  an  old 
play>  which  contains  some  passages  horribly  striking. 

Smcches  had  sche  and  T, 
And  hir  was  sokmf  to  «m.«>-»P.  107.  at.  €0. 
The  allegory  of  Brengwaiii  ia  more  delicately  expitiMud  in 
the  folio:  "  Quant  Madame  Ysoult  se  partist  de  Triaad,  die 
"ayaituliefleardeliA,qtt'ellede?oit  porter  an  RoyMaic;  et 
'^  une  de  aes  damoyaeUes  en  avmt  use  snllre.  Madame  per« 
''  dit  la  sienne,  dont  elle  eust  est^  mal  bailie :  quant  la  da« 
f'  moyadle  luy  presentoit,  par  moy  la  sienne,  que  elle  avoit 
''  bien  gardee,  dont  elk  &t  aanhee;  et  ooide,  que  pour  oeDe 
"  hanU,  me  ftit  eDe  mourir ;  car  je  ne  scay  aultie  acholson."— 
Fueillet  xLVIIL  The  ruffians^  however,  tie  Brengwain  to  a 
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tree,  and  leave  her  to  be  devonied  by  wild  beasts ;  but  ahe  is 
deliyered  by  Fhlainedes^  a  gallant  warrior,  the  rival  of  Tris- 
tran* 

Ytomde  he  loved  are. 

He  thai  the  harp  brought ; 
Ahoui  hie  hale  he  it  hare, 

RicheHeh  it  woe  terought.'^^'P,  109.  at  6i. 
It  afterwaxds  appeani,  that  thia  harper  waa  an  Iridi  earl,  a 
ftmier  lover  of  Yaonde,  thus  diagwiaed.    The  deacription  re- 
aemblea  that  of  the  Minatrd,  in  an  ancient  MS.  Fablian^  in 
the  British  Museom,  oommencing  thus : 

Scynoms  csootot  un  pcoty 
Si  ones  un  tici  boa  dednitf 
Be  nn  mcnestril,  que  ps«s  k  tene. 
Par  menreille  e  avantre  guere  ; 
Si  vint  de  la  Loondxcs  en  un  pxee, 
Encoontia  levoy  c  n  meinee ; 
Entoox  aon  ool  porta  soon  taboar, 
Depeint  de  or  et  ziche  atoor ;  &c. 

Besides  their  harp,  minstrels  nsoaUy  suspended  about  their 
■ecka  a  blazon  of  the  anna  of  their  patron.  Sir  David  Lindaey 
directs,  that ''  na  menstrall  sail  weir  his  lord  or  prinds  aimea 
**  as  ane  henald  dois.  But  he  ssll  bier  them  ewin  on  the  mid- 
"  dis  of  his  breist,  and  with  ane  round  Girde  about  the  adudd, 
"  qiuhilk  ia  callit  ane  besigel  in  armis." 


I%in  harp  whi  wiUow  epare*^V.  109.  st  6i. 

In  the  folio,  this  remonstnmoe  is  addieaaed  by  King  Mark 

toHdyot  L'Envoysie,  theminstrel  of  King  Arthur,  whoseduty 

it  was  to  sing  lays  composed  in  honour  of  the  Bound  Table. 

II  seems  King  Mark  (who  ou^t  not  tohave  ihrown  die  first 
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gtone  on  audi  an  occasion)  had  sent  certain  yitaperadye  letter* 
to  Arthur  and  Gneneyer,  reproaching  them  with  the  inter- 
coarse  which  that  fair  princess  maintained  with  Lancelot  da 
Lac  In  reyenge  of  this  insult^  Dinadam^  the  wit  of  the  Ronnd 
Table^  composed  a  satirical  lay  against  the  Cornish  monarchy 
and  sent  Helyot  to  sing  it  at  his  cour  plenierey  held  at  Tints- 
geL  l^e  harper  declined  to  play  till  much  pressed  hy  King 
iluk,  and  then  song  this  performance  of  Dinadam^  whidi  the 
Morte  Arthur  terms  "  the  worst  lay  that  eyer  harper  song 
*'  with  harp^  or  with  any  other  instnimenty"  a  character  whicfa 
it  deseryes  in  more  respects  than  one.  Tristan,  Second  Partie, 
^idl.  61.  Morte  Arthur,  Chapters  114^  117. 

Y  prove  the  for  fids  man. 

Or  Yschalhave  thi  ^m^— P..109.  St  65. 
Good  fidth  was  the  yery  corner-stone  of  chiyalry.  IVhen- 
eyer  a  Idiight's  word  was  pledged^  it  mattered  not  how  rashly, 
it  was  to  he  redeemed  at  any  price.  Hence  the  sacred  obligi- 
tion  of  the  don  octroyeS,  or  lH>on  granted,  by  a  knight  to  his 
suppliant  instances  without  number  occur  in  romance,  in 
which  a  knight,  by  rashly  granting  an  indefinite  boon,  wv 
obliged  to  do,  or  sufier,  something  extremely  to  his  prejudioe. 
King  Lisyart,  in  Atnadis  de  Quod,  was  placed  in  such  a  predica- 
ment by  a  fklse  old  man,  to  whom  he  had  promised  a  gift,  and 
who  demanded  that  the  monarch's  daughter,  the  loydy  Orians, 
should  be  deliyered  up  to  him : 

He  noaght  smazed,  or  ydling  wdl  his  grief, 
ReDgned  the  nuud^  and  item  fbrbade  relief; 
Deaf  to  the  voioe  of  his  indignant  peers* 
Regardless  of  the  maid*s  or  mother's  tears ; 
Then  to  his  bower  retired,  to  vent  apart 
The  seoet  grief  that  tore  his  manly  heart 

RosB's  Amadis,  Book  III. 


e 
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Ifi  Ihe  same  romanoe,  a  ^7  danuel  claimed  of  Gakor^  aa 
ftbom,  t]iathe8lioiild8hyAmad]8;aiidoneorbothbrotherB 
matA  have  ftUen  in  ihe  coQleat^  had  not  a  oourteoos  knight 
annulled  the  obligation^  by  cutting  off  the  damsel's  head.  In 
the  commettcemait  of  the  prose  Tristxany  thefe  is  a  long  his- 
tory of  a  certain  Chelinde,  who,  always  sorrowing  and  always 
BabmisslTey  passes  throogh  the  alternate  possession  of  a  score 
of  faosbands  and  lovers.  She  is  begged  from  PeOias,  her  hus- 
band de  facto,  in  Tirtue  of  a  boon  which  he  had  granted  to  Sa-. 
doCy  her  husband  dejure,  and  PelHaa  delivera  her  up.  *^  Puis 
'*  entre  en  sa  chambre,  et  fidet  td  denil  que  semUe  qu'il  se 
''  doyre  mouiir  de  la  dolenr  qu'il  a."— Fueillet  It.  Not  to 
multiply  esamples  of  the  sacred  right  of  a  boon  granted,  the 
hardest  sacrifice  which  could  be  demanded  of  a  kni^t-errant 
was  exacted  from  Sir  Gawain,  who  was  enjoined  to  behave  like 
a  coward  and  recreant  during  the  whole  of  a  celebrated  tour« 
nament    See  the  5i»^iira^ 

But  it  is  not  in  romance  alone  that  we  find  such  singular  in*' 
stances  of  adherence  to  an  indefinite  promise.  In  1348,  when 
Charles  of  'Bkm,  then  claiming  the  dukedom  of  Bretagne,  was 
tying  befixre  Hennebonne,  a  boon  was  requested  of  him  by  Don 
Louis  of  Spain.  When  granted  and  explained,  it  proved  to  be 
the  heads  of  two  English  barons,  then  captives  of  Sir  Charles, 
which  the  Spaniard  demanded,  in  revenge  of  a  defeat  he  had 
sustained  in  fighting  against  their  countrymen.  Sir  Charles, 
however,  unwilling  to  comply  with  a  request  derogatory  to  his 
honour,  and  contrary  to  humanity,  was  obliged  to  keep  his 
fldth,  at  the  risk  of  his  shield  being  dishonoured  by  a  point 
eamphn,  the  abatement  due  to  him  who  slew  his  prisoner. 
The  captives  were  on  the  fiital  scaffold,  when  they  were  res- 
cued by  a  sally  firom  the  garrison,  headed  by  the  renowned  Sir 
Walter  Mauny.  Froissart,  vol.  I.  chap.  IxzxviL  The  earl 
of  Foix  is  the  only  person  I  have  found  recorded,  who,  on  such 
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an  occasion^  limited  his  generonty  within  the  boonds  of  pra« 
denoe.  Being  asked  a  boon  by  no  lew  a  personage  than  the 
wi&  of  the  Black  Prince^  <' Madame/'  he  leplied,  "  I  ambnt 
a  meane  man^  thesrefixre  I  can  give  no  great  gifts.  But  I 
will  grant  yoo,  with  ^ad  cheer,  a  gift  not  exceeding  three- 
score thousand  ftanka."  The  princess  essayed  again  to  pro- 
core  fiom  him  an  nnlimited  boon ;  bat  the  eari  was  sage  and 
pmdent ;  ion,  suspecting  she  would  ask  him  to  fegive  the  im- 
mense debt  whidi  was  due  to  him  from  the  earl  of  Armagna^ 
he  answered,  "  Madame,  from  a  poor  knight,  as  I  am,  the 
*'  gift  I  have  ofibred  should  soflGLce."  And  when  the  princess 
explained  her  request,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  remit 
more  than  60,000  out  of  250,000  franks,  to  which  the  debt 
amounted;  Froitsart,  yd.  11.  cap.  xxiL  The  abatement  of 
henddry  assigned  to  the  unworthy  knight  who  revoked  a  boon, 
was,  I  believe,  uplainboie. 

The  romantic  sanctity  of  the  *' bocn  jiUdgei*  seems  to  have 
been  acknowledged  by  the  Celtic  tribes.   In  the  Deaih  of  Ca* 
cAotinn,  when  the  hero  advances  to  the  last  time  against  the 
to,  he  is  met  by  Cuculeai^  the  chief  bard  of  the  enemy,  at- 
tended by  his  twenty-seven  pupils.    The  hero  alighted  from 
his  diariot,  and  bade  them  welcome.  *'  I  require  a  gift,"  sail 
the  chief  bard.    ''  It  is  thine,"  said  Cudholinn.    '^  It  is  thy 
**  spear  I  aak,"  said  the  insidious  Cuculeasg.  ''  And  what  is  to 
*'  become  of  me,"  said  the  warrior,  '^  thus  disarmed,  and  the 
<'  champions  of  the  four  provinces  ready  to  attack  me  ?  But  it 
'^  is  thine ;  wilt  thou  have  it  given  thee  by  the  handle  or  the 
*^  point  ?"  *^  Neither,"  said  the  chief  bard  ;  ''  deliver  it  to  me 
*'  athwart"  Upon  this,  the  warrior  cast  the  epear  at  him  in  the 
manner  he  required,  with  such  force,  that  it  laid  Cuculeaag 
and  all  his  pupils  dead  upon  the  earth.  *'  Alas!"  cried  Cu« 
cholinn,  *'  the  completion  of  my  mistotnnes  is  near  at  hnad^ 
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"  fbr  I  haye  dam  a  chief  baid,  and  that  by  the  Tery  gift  he 
**  reqiiired  of  me;  hasten,  therefixKy  the  diariot  towards  the 
"  enemy^  that  I  may  at  last  have  Tengeanoe  in  my  death." 
*'  Not,"  saidLapgh,  ''till  I  have  tsken  up  the  spear."  ''That 
*'  thou  shalt  not/  said  Cncholinn,  ''fin- 1  never  took  hack  what 
"  I  had  bestowed."  Similar  instances  occur  in  this  curious 
poem,  for  the  perusal  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  a  lady  of  di8-> 
tinguished  rank  and  acoompUdunents. 

Hii  rote  vnthouien  wen. 

He  raught  by  the  ring.'^K  110.  st.  67. 
The  rote  was  an  andent  musical  instrument,  managed  by  a 
wheel,  fhnn  which  it  derived  its  name.  Tyrwhitt  seems  to 
think  that  it  resembled  the  ancient  psaltery,  but  altered  in  its 
shape,  and  with  an  additional  number  of  strings.  Ritson  says, 
it  is  the  modem  mandolin,  or  hardy  gurdy,  of  the  strolling  Sa- 
voyards. A  particular  species  of  song  was  probably  ad^ted 
to  it ;  for,  when  Eehedin  (the  Ganhardin  of  Thomas)  became 
poetical  in  his  passion,  "  £1  fiut  noter,  chanaons,  rotuanches, 
'^  diants  et  deschantz,  tout  pour  k  Royne  Yseult"— TWifon, 
IheiL  113.  These  are  called  rotewanges  by  William  of  Wad* 
dington,  who  wrote  about  the  middle  of  the  iSth  century. 
Seethe  Abbe  de  k  Rue's  Dwertation  on  Anglo'Raman  Poets. 
They  are  also  mentioned  by  Waoe,  n  his  transktion  of  Geof- 
frey of  Monmouth : 


Molt  poines  oir  chanconi 
Rotuenges,  et  voialz  toDf , 
VUleorSf  lais  et  DoCes» 
Laiz  de  vieles,  laiz  de  rotez, 
Laiz  de  hsrpez,  labs  de  fietealz. 

Elli8*8  SjtecimenSj  vol.  I.  p.  48. 
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Swiche  song  he  gam  ting. 

That  hir  was  stoUhe  wo. 
Her  com  swiche  love  longing. 

Her  hert  brast  neighe  ato, — ^P.  Ill*  8t  68. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  very  passage  parodied  in  the  ifaime  of 
SirThopas: 

Sir  Thopas  fdl  in  love  lon^ng^ 
AU  when  he  heard  the  tfarostd  ring. 

I  have  fband  no  passage  in  theEnglidi  tomanoe  comings^ 
nesr  to  the  burlesque  of  the  ancient  bard  of  Woodstodu 

With  thine  harp,  ihou  wonne  hir  that  tide, 
Thau  tint  her  with  mi  rote.-^Y.  113.  at.  72. 
The  story  of  the  harper^  together  with  this  very  eiprpasieny 
occurs  in  Mr  Douce's  MS.  See  p.  219.  But  in  the  proae  fiiBo 
a  diflferent]tum  is  given  to  the  adventure :  Ysonde>  repentant 
of  her  cruelty  to  Brengwain^  is  in  despon:  fbr  her  loss,  when 
Ihat&ithfdl  attendant  is  presented  to  her  by  Palamedea.  This 
knight  had  rescued  her  when  exposed  in  the  forest^  (See  note 
on  stanza  60,)  and  he  demands  aboon  firom  Tsondeand  King 
Mark,  in  return  for  this  good  service.  The  boon  bcii^  grant- 
ed, he  requests  that  the  queen  may  be  delivered  up  to  him. 
Of  the  whole  court  of  Cornwall,  only  one  knight  attempts  her 
rescue,  and  he  is  mortaUy  wounded.  The  rest,  reqf»ecting  the 
king's  word,  and  perhaps  the  well-known  valour  of  Fftlamedea, 
sufifer  him  to  carry  off  his  prize  in  triumph.  Tristrem  returns 
from  hunting,  and,  learning  what  had  happened,  gbies  in  pur- 
suit of  the  ravisher.  Having  overtaken  him,  a  desperate  com- 
bat ensues,  which  lasts  with  uncertain  success,  till  Ysonde, 
an»ous  fbr  her  lover,  throws  herself  betwixt  their  swords,  and 
demands  a  boon  of  Palamedes.  The  infatuated  knight  having 
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l^ttited  her  request^  '^  Go/'  said  she,  ^'  to  tlie  oooTt  of  King 
ArthuTy  and  tdl  queen  GHienevery  from  me,  that  there  exist 
<m  earth  but  two  knights  and  two  ladies,  she  and  I,  her  friend 
"  and  mine ;  and,  moreover,  do  thou  henceforward  never  ap- 
'^  pear  befinre  me  in  Britain."  Palamedes,  caught  in  his  own' 
anare,  retires  in  mortal  sorrow  ;*  while  Tristrem  and  Yaonde 
spend  a  ftw  happy  days  in  the  Lodge  of  the  Forest,  before  re« 
tuning  to  the  ooort  of  ComwaU. 

Meriadok,^V.  114.  st  74. 
The  spy,  by  whom  the  lovea  of  Tristrem  and  Ysonde  axe  so 
often  discovered  and  betrayed,  is  in  the  folio  tenned  Andvet, 
a  nephew  of  King  Mark,  and  as  ftkmions  and  cowardly  as  his 

BUuen  the  hour  and  the  haHe, 

The  way  was  nam  and  Ute^^^V.  114.  st  75. 
The  state  of  the  domestic  arts,  inthnated  by  this  passage, 
reibra  to  a  repiote  period  of  society.  The  bed-chamber  of  the 
queen  was  constructed  of  wooden  boards  or  shingles,  of  which 
one  could  easily  be  removed.  It  was  called  a  bower,  proba* 
bly  from  iia  resemblance  to  an  arbour.  The  haU,  in  which 
the  courtiers  lay  promiscuously,  fbnned  a  separate  building; 
fo  the  art  of  partitiona  was  probably  unknown.  If  we  suppose 


*  Palamedes,  after  this  mortifyiDg  repulse,  attached  himself  to 
the  quest,  or  pursuit,  of  a  certain  animal,  called  in  the  romance  La 
Beit  Glatyuante,  What  particular  reason  he  had  for  foUoinng  this 
beast  is  uncertain ;  but  the  monster  was  in  itself  a  strange  monster. 
It  had  the  feet  and  legs  of  a-stag,  the  tail  of  a  lioo,  and  the  head  of  a 
serpent,  and  made  a  noise  as  if  a  pack  of  twenty  hounds  had  opened 
at  oDoe.  It  seems  to  have  suggested  to  Spenser  the  idea  of  his  Bki(ani 
BeoiL 
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that  iheae,  and  other  huto,  neceaaaiy  for  the  royal  aooonuno* 
datioD^  were  aaxroanded  with  a  palisade  and  ditcfa^  we  ahall 
have  the  pictme  of  a  British  fhrtrevy  aa  deacribed  by  Cmw. 
The  Saxona  did  not  greatly  improve  on  thia  modeL  On  the 
contrary,  the  hooaea  erected  by  the  Bomana  were  aaflhred  to 
go  to  rain,  while  the  thanea  delighted  to  spend  their  large  xe- 
fenuea  in  rude  hospitslity^  under  shelter  of  the  wooden  halla^ 
which  were  oonunon  to  all  the  northern  nationa.  In  the  S^ 
gan  of  Qunlangi,  there  is  a  deacription  and  plan  of  aoch  an 
apartment* 

TV  croiee  to  Jerusalem  to  Mn^.— -P.  11^.  at  77. 
In  the  French  folioy  thisdeodt  is  piaetised,  not  upon  Ysonde, 
but  Tristrem.  Mark,  having  been  ordered  by  the  Pope  logo 
to  the  Holy  Land,  ofos  to  liberate  Triatran,  then  impriaooed^ 
provided  he  will  go  in  hia  atead.  He  even  ftlaifleB  the  aoper- 
scriptian  of  the  bnUsy  that  Tristrem  may  aappoae  them  addxesa* 
ed  to  himaelf.  But  it  b  all  in  vain.  "Whatever  sins  IVistrem 
had  to  repent  of,  he  refiiaed  to  expiate  them  by  a  crande. 
I,  aee.  partie,  fbeiL  IviL 


Trutrtm  Cotutable  u  heighe^f^F.  185.  at  9€. 
In  the  prose  work,  Triatrem  is  placed  in  the  still  more  eon« 
fldentuJ  offices  of  Steward  and  Chamberlain.  The  preceding 
incidents  are  also  different  There  is  no  mention,  in  the  fidio, 
of  the  lovers  conveying  inteUigence  by  the  chipe  of  wood  float- 
ing down  the  stresm.  Neither  does  the  story  of  the  dwarf  and 
the  tree  occur  in  the  folio,  although  such  an  ambaasador  is  em- 
ployed during  Tristrem  and  Mark's  original  rivalship  to  the 
good  gracea  of  the  wife  of  Segorades.  Both  theae  incidents 
are  alluded  to  in  the  French  metrical  ftagments.  See  psges 
319,  S23,  884. 
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Biod  liten  vfOi  the 

THsirem,  and  the  ^uen.^K  186.  st  98. 
Instead  of  this  surgical  eiperiiiienty  which  oooun^  with  litde 
difference^  in  the  Fiagmento,  p.  8S4j  Mark  is,  in  the  French 
&Uoy  made  to  place  by  the  bed  of  his  spouse,  a  sort  of  man- 
tnp!,  composed  of  scythe^blades ;  by  which  (we  grieve  toteH 
it)  not  only  the  kga  of  Sir  Tristrem,  but  thoae  of  the  lovdy 
Yaoodoy  are  sorely  wounded.  By  this  ^' treason  and  filoni^" 
as  the  romance  tenns  it,  and  by  wounds  reeeiTed  from  Mark's 
attendants,  Tristnm  is  supposed  to  be  mortally  wounded.  The 
imde  then  vdents,  and  makes  a  long  lamentation  over  him  ; 
Sxt  Tristram  joins  him,  probably  with  more  sincerity,  until  he 
auddenly  refleelBf  that  Absalom  died,  and  also  Samson  and  So* 
lomop,  Adiillestoo,  so  hi^y  prised  for  chiyalry,  andthesage 
Merlin ;  wherefixre  he  argues,  it  will  be  to  him  great  honour 
tojointhesodety  of  so  many  departed  TTorthies.   In  the  ro- 
mance of  ZonoefoliftcXac  (Paris,  1583),  there  is  a  similar  ad- 
venture, turning  upon  a  bloody  condi.  Sir  Lancdot  had  pass- 
ed a  night  with  Queen  Guenever,  at  the  expense  of  wrench- 
ing out  the  iron  bars  of  her  window;  his  hsnds  being  much 
wounded,  traoea  of  blood  were  next  morning  discovered  in  the 
foyal  bed.    Mdeagant,  a  r^ected  lover  of  the  queen,  mided 
by  these  appearances,  impesched  her  of  adultery  with  Kay  the 
seneschal,  who  lay  next  her  chamber,  and  who  was  at  that 
time  wounded.  But  Sir  Lancelot  oflfered  to  defend  the  queen 
by  sing^  combat,  and  having  manAilly,  and  indeed  truly,  sworn 
that  the  Uood  upon  her  couch  was  not  that  of  Kay,  he  obtsin- 
ed  victory,  in  his  appeal  to  the  trial  by  duel. 
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Mark  wald  ipnurge  the  quetu 

With  hot  yrm  to  say, 
Sche  ihought  to  make  her  clent, 
qftake.^V,  187.  Bt  101. 

The  ordeal  or  urtheO^  in  which  the  csiue  of  a  «rnmm1 
Bttppoeed  to  be  TCfimred  to  the  judgment  of  Gody  depended  vp* 
on  a  mintde^  eipeded  to  interrupt  the  oonne  of  natoiey  and 
to  manUfest  the  goilt  or  innocence  of  the  aocowd.    llienme 
train  of  ideas,  so  congenial  to  the  human  mind^  has  falaMishfd 
some  similar  mode  of  proof  (being  nearly  the  moat  abaord  po*- 
siUe)^  in  ahnoet  every  oountryy  however  distinct  in  maanen 
and  religion.    The  Ceyloneae  and  the  Gtfitoos  have  Iheir  or- 
dealsj  as  well  as  our  andent  Celts  and  Goths  ;  and  all  looked 
with  equal  approbation^  and  undoubting  &ith,  i^on-the  ees^ 
ctttion  of  a  criminal,  whose  skin  had  been  sensible  to  the  im- 
pression of  red-hot  iron^  or  boiling  oiL  On  the  other  hand,  he 
who  could  hold  out  his  arms,  in  the  sign  of  the  Groea»  ftr  a 
certain  spooe^  or  accomplish  the  more  fiunilidr  task  <tf  swallow- 
ing  a  portion  of  consecrated  bread  and  cheeiej  without  liquor 
or  mastication,  was  cJeanseil  whiter  than  snow.    One  of  the 
most  whimsical  experimenteu  to  which  superstition  has  enb- 
jected  its  victims,  is  detailed  in  the  Account  of  Sienrs 
lately  published  by  Dr  Winterbottom.  A  dose  of  mc 
administered  to  the  accused,  and  its  effects  are  sedulously 
watched  by  the  judges.    If  it  acts  as  an  emetic,  the  prisoner 
is  acquitted,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  his  tribe  ;  but  if  it 
tskes  a  more  natural  direction,  the  same  apjdanses  attend  the 
execution,  by  which  he  is  doomed  to  expiate  guilt  so  satis&o- 
torily  established. 

Our  Saxon  ancestors  had  various  modes  of  bringing  ibrth  the 
truth  of  an  accusation.  The  walking  over  burning  plough- 
shares, with  eyes  blindfidded,  was  one  of  the  most  noted.  Hie 
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story  of  Queen  Emma^  mother  of  Edward  the  Confbsaor^  isxe- 
markable  among  the  legends  of  this  natore ;  but  modem  in- 
credality  has  UemiBfaed  the  renown  of  her  eicploit  It  is  not, 
indeed^  mentioned  by  Willism  of  Mshnesbnry^  or  onr  earlier 
writers,  Brompton  and  Knighton  being  the  first  by  whom  it 
IS  recorded :  but  it  was  very  early  matter  of  poetical  tradi« 
tion ;  fiv  the  songs  of  Colbrond,  the  Danish  champion^  slain 
by  Guy  of  Warwick,  and  of  Queen  Emma's  deliTeranoe  firom 
the  ordeal,  were  sung  before  Adam  de  Orleton^'bishop  of  Win- 
chester, when  he  Tisited  the  convent  of  St  Swithin's  in  that 
dtj*-^Woritm,  And  the  latter  tale  was  chosen  with  great 
propriety ;  for  the  principal  crime  of  whidi  Emma  stood  ac- 
cused, was  adultery  with  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  St 
Swithin  had  stood  her  ftiend  upon  her  fiery  trial.  This  ap- 
pears firom  the  following  extract  from  Trerisa's  translation  of 
the  Polydironioon : 

The  king  had  accused  his  mother  of  adultery  wilh  Alwin, 
iHshop  of  Winchester.  Both  were  imprisoned.  "  But  Enma 
'*  was  kept  easily  and  somdele  at  her  large,  and  wrotte  to  the 
^'  byschops  of  England,  in  the  which  she  had  trust  of  firiend« 
'^  shyp ;  and  sayde,  that  it  grieved  her  more  the  despyte  that 
^'  the  byachop  had,  than  her  own  shame ;  and  sayde  she  was 
"  redye,  by  Godys  owne  dome,  and  by  assaye  of  Qnre-hot  yron 
*'  that  the  byschop  was  wrongfhlly  defiimed.  Then  the  by- 
schops cam  togyder  to  the  kynge,  and  should  have  had  of  the 
kynge  all  that  they  preyed,  no  had  be  Robert,  archbysshop 
of  Canterbury,  spake  agaynst  them.  ^  My  brethren  bys- 
"  shops,'  said  Robert, '  how  dare  ye  defend  her  that  is  a  vfla 
'^  beeste,  and  not  a  woman  ?  She  hath  defiuned  her  own  sone, 
"  the  kynge,  and  nempned  her  lecherous  leman,  Goddis  owne 
''  Cryst.  But  yf  it  be  that  the  woman  wolde  purge  the  by- 
''  schop,  but  who  shal  purge  the  woman  that  is  accused,  that 
^'  she  was  assentynge  to  the  deth  of  her  sone  Kgelred,  and 
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procured  Tenym  to  the  pojBonyiige  of  Ediraide.  Bnt  be  it 
'^  tliat  she  had  ancCoryte  and  power,  upon  the  oondkjon  of 
'^  properte  of  kinde,  of  male  other  fentde;  yet  yf  ahe  wolde 

go  barefixrte  for  herself  finir  atepa,  and  finr  the  byadiopfyre 

steps  contynoelly,  upon  iz  fidowe  aharea,  hrennyngand  lyie- 
"  hote :  then  if  ahe  eso^  harmleaa  over  aU  those  steppes,  he 
^'  sail  be  quite  and  assoyOed  of  ther  dudenge.*— And  the  day 
''  of  the  aasaye  of  this  pnrgacyon  was  appointed.  TyU  thai 
"  day  came,  the  kynge  and  all  the  lordes  were  there,  ouUake 
'^  Robert  alone.  But  the  nyg^t  befine  the  day  of  thia  poiga- 
'^  eyon,  the  woman  was  in  her  prayers,  at  Winchester,  at  SI 
*^  Swythune's  tombe,  and  was  oomfbrted  there.  Then  <«  the 
**  morowe  her  eyen  were  hydde,  and  she  pasaed  the  f^  in  hoi 
''  fidowe  shares,  and  escaped  faarmksB;  Then  the  kynge  be- 
'^  gan  to  grone,  and  axed  merd,  and  was  dyscyplyned  of  ay- 
"  ther  byschops,  and  of  his  mother  also."  Rakbal  HionsK's 
Chronicle,  translated  by  Tbevis a,  lib.  vi.'  c.  S3«  Emma  is  said 
to  have  given  to  the  abbey  of  St  Swithen  nine  manors,  in  me- 
mory of  the  nine  ploagh-shares.  It  is  difficult  to  suppose  that 
this  ftct  would  have  been  so  positively  averred,  without  some 
fimndation. 

The  trial  undertaken  by  Yaond  was,  in  some  reipects,  more 
difficult  than  that  of  Queen  Emma,  as  it  consisted  not  merely 
in  walking  among  burning  plough-shares,  but  in  actually  oatry- 
ing  a  piece  of  red*hot  iron,  in  the  naked  hand,  fiom  the 
dioir  to  the  altar,  through  the  whole  length  of  a  Gothic  oathe- 
draL  It  was  appointed  by  the  canon  kw :  '^  Si  quis  fideUs  Ii<- 
"  bertate  nobilitatis,  tanto  talique  crinune  publioelur,  ut  cri« 
**  minoeus  a  populo  sospioetur,  per  ignem,  candente  foro,  cau- 
*^  t^  examinetnr."  According  to  the  degree  of  crime  imputed 
to  the  accused,  he  carried  an  iron,  called,  by  the  Saxons,  the 
■ingle  or  trqde  laga  (load  or  burden).  The  latter,  acoording 
to  the  laws  of  King  Athelstan,  weighed  sixty  shillings,  i.  e. 
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three  poundB.  This  mode  of  proof  applied  to  ill  aociuatioiu^ 
in  wluch  other  testimony  was  defective^  from  petty  larceny  to 
high  treason.  Nay^  it  was  found  ei^ttal  to  establish  the 
purity  of  descent  j  fbr  Inga,  mother  to  Haco>  king  of  Norway, 
underwent  the  ordeal  of  hot-iron,  and  suooessftiUy  established 
the  questionable  nobility  of  her  son :  and  a  young  man  offered, 
by  the  same  evidence,  to  prove  himself  the  son  of  Riis  ap 
Griffld,.  a  Welsh  prince,  inclined  to  deny  the  relationship. 
Gib.  Cams.  Comb.  Descrip,  cap.  xiiL  Gibbon  has  recorded 
tibe  ingenious  evasion  of  Michael  Paleologus,  when  pressed  to 
undet]go this  ordeal,  by  an  insidioas  archbishop:  ^'lamasol- 
**  dier,"  said  he,  '^and  will  boldly  enter  the  lists  with  my  ae* 
'^  ensers ;  but  a  layman,  a  sinner  like  myself,  is  not  endowed 
with  the  gift  of  mirades.  Tour  piety,  most  holy  prehite, 
may  deserve  the  interposition  of  heaven,  and  from  your 
"  hands  I  will  receive  the  fiery  globe,  the  pledge  of  my  inno- 
^'  oenoe."  Bom.  Empire,  voL  ad.  p.  317.  The  bishop  dropped 
his  plea,  rather  than  himself  become  a  party  in  so  haxardous 
a  tiiaL  Yet  the  deigy,  to  whom  the  custody  of  the  person 
accused  was  usually  entrusted,  fi>r  a  certain  time  befiwe  the 
trial,  did  probably  possess  some  secret  fbr  indurating  the  skin 
agunst  the  immediate  effects  of  the  iron.  We  are  left,  at 
least,  to  chuse  betwixt  fraud  or  miracle ;  for  there  are  well<-at- 
tesfced  instances  of  pioiis  men  and  virtuous  women,  the  righte- 
ousness of  whose  cause  was  manifested  by  their  passing  un- 
iigured  through  the  ordeaL  In  the  year  of  God  1143,  the 
count  of  HirschberiB^  was  sinfbl  or  impolitic  enough  to  dis« 
pate  with  the  mopiastery  of  Gerode  the  property  of  three  firms. 
One  of  the  pious  monks  undertook  to  prove  the  convent's 
rig^t  to  the  disputed  lands,  by  submitting  to  the  fiery  ordeaL 
The  ceremony  was  perfinrmed  at  Erzftirt,  in  presence  of  An- 
•ehn,  bishop  of  Stavelbeig,  with  many  abbots,  and  other  sa- 
vants of  God,  all  of  whom  attest  the  miradle  by  their  signa- 
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tare.  The  heated  iron  was  acilemwlyMeBBed  in  the  convent  <# 
St  Peter  and  St  Panl;  and^  when  borne  by  die  nMmk,  waaao 
fiff  ftom  injozing  his  hands,  that  it  even  rendered  them  morr 
strong  and  Tigoroas  than  before.* 

» 

Swete  Ymmde  kaih  swome, 
Sir  c/mtf.— P.  130.  St.  106. 
It  seems  stnnge  that  oar  ancestors,  believing  the  judgment 
by  ordeal  to  be  a  solemn  appeal  to  heaven,  ahould  suppose 
that  Omnisioenoe  coold  be  biassed  or  deceived  by  an  equivo- 
cal oath  of  pnirgation.  Nevertheless,  repeated  instrmces  ocenr 
in  romance,  of  sach  wretched  attempts  to  escape  the  miiaeo-i 
kras  penalties  supposed  to  attend  actual  peijury.  We  have 
already  notioed  one,  which  occmrs  in  the  history  of  Lancelot 
daLae(seeNoteon  stanza  xcviiL);  and  the  curious  romance 
of  Amis  and  AmeUtm,  turns  on  a  simihu*  stratagem.  TlieBe 
two  warriors  were  brethren  in  arms,  remarkable  for  their  as- 
tonishing similarity  in  person,  and  union  in  friendship.  Amis 
being  In  the  service  of  a  certain  duke,  is  impeached  by  the 
stewaid,  as  having  seduced  the  daughter  of  his  liege  lord.  He 
boldly  denies  the  charge,  and  undertakes  to  prove  its  iUse- 
hood  by  single  combat.  But,  in  the  interval,  conscious  diat 
he  cannot,  without  penury,  deny  the  truth  of  the  accusation, 
he  has  recourse  to  his  friend  Amelion.  This  generous  kni^t 
ofibrs  himself  to  fight  the  stevrard,  disguised  in  the  armour  of 
Sir  Amis,  while  it  is  agreed  that  the  latter,  by  means  of  their 
undistinguishable  resemblance  in  person,  shall  maintsin  Ame* 
lion's  character,  with  his  wife  and  dependants,  during  his  ab- 


*  Quod  femim  manum  portanBs  non  solum  non  oombuflBh,  sed* 
ut  videbator,  post  modum  saniorem  reddidit.  Gudek.  Coicx  D^lo* 
ywtlcuif  tom»  I.  p.  144 
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aenee.  Sir  Amelion,  aceowiingly,  travels  to  the  duke's  oourt, 
and  appearsy  upon  the  appointed'  day,  in  the  azmour  of  Sir 
Amis.  On  the  way,  he  is  warned  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  that, 
if  he  proceeds  in  his  purpose,  he  shall  be  reduced  to  the  low- 
est degree  of  misery.  Sir  Amelion  hesitates,  but  at  length 
fiurms  his  resolution : 

He  thought,  gif  I  be  known  by  name, 
Than  schal  mi  brother  go  to  scbame, 

With  sorwe  they  adniUe  faim  spQle. 
Certes,  he  teyd,  for  drede  of  aaeti 
To  hdd  mi  trewdie  schal  Y  nou^t  spare : 

Late  Gode  done  all  hes  wiDe* 

Having  taken  an  oafeh  (true  in  his  own,  but  fidse  in  his  as- 
Runed  character),  that  he  had  not  been  guilty  of  inoontinenoe 
with  the  Lady  BeUsaunt,  he  enters  the  list,  and  shiys  the 
steward,  himself  being  wounded  with  a  poisoned  weapon. 
IVhen  the  combat  is  over,  AmeUon  returns  home,  and  Amis 
and  he  privately  exchange  arms,  each  resuming  his  own  cha- 
racter. Sir  Amis  proceeds  to  the  duke's  court,  marries  his 
daughter,  and  succeeds,  in  process  of  time,  to  the  dukedom. 
Meanwhile,  the  wound  of  Sir  Amelion  occasions  a  malignant 
leprosy  over  his  whole  body.  His  wifb,  to  whom,  in  an  evil 
hour,  he  had  communicated  the  secret  of  his  metamorphosis, 
thought  the  exuberant  trust  reposed  in  Amis  inconsistent  with 
the  respect  due  to  her  honour.  Like  the  spouse  of  Job,  she 
becomes  ber  husband's  worst  plague,  and  at  length  expels  him 
firom  his  castle  and  domains.  A  leprous  beggar,  subsisting 
upon  alms,  and  attended  only  by  a  fiuthful  page,  he  reaches 
the  castle  of  Sir  Amis.  With  much  difficulty  he  is  recognised 
by  his  ftiend,  and  received  with  every  expression  of  tender- 
ness. All  remedies  ftil  to  remove  his  loathsome  diseaset 
At  length  a  divine  revelation  aoquunts  Sir  Amis,  that  the  life- 
Uoodof  his  twodiildien  can  alone  restore  Sir  Amelion  to  his 
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health.  The  duke  steals  to  the  apartment  of  his  inikiitSy  anl 
finds  them,  like  those  of  Edwiid  IV.,  asleep  in  eadi  otfaen 
anns: 

Alon  hiiDidff  wioKNim  t006j 
Into  the  dnmber  he  gaa  to  go* 

Ther  that  his  cliildreD  were ; 
And  biheld  hem  both  to, 
Hon  fair  thai  Uy  togUer  tho* 

And  deped  both  y^oe. 

Than  aeyd  himself,  «<  By  Seia  John, 
It  were  grete  rewthe  you  to  sIod, 

That  God  hath  bou^t  so  dere." 
His  kniif  he  had  dnwn  that  tide. 
For  sorwe  he  dent  oway  bislde. 

And  wepe  vith  wofol  chere. 

Whan  he  had  wopen  where  he  stode. 
Anon  he  tmned  again  his  mode, 

And  seyd  withooten  dday, 
**>  Mi  brother,  that  was  so  hcnde  and  gode. 
With  grimly  womde  he  scfaadde  his  Uode 

For  my  love  opon  a  day ; 

<*  Whi  scfaold  I  then  mi  diilder  spare 
To  bring  mi  brodwr  4mt  of  care  ? 

O  eertcs,**  he  seyd,  ^  nay ! 
To  help  my  bfother  at  this  node, 
God  giaunt  me  therein  wdl  to  spede. 

And  Mary  that  best  may  I" 


Sir  Amis  proceeds  to  execute  his  pmpose  with  all  the  en- 
thusiasm of  saTBge  friendship ;  and,  haying  applied  the  hearts- 
Mood  of  his  children  to  the  sores  of  his  friend,  has  the  sstis- 
fiiction  to  find,  that  the  dear-bought  remedy  proves  efiectuaL 
Tliere  is  a  fine  scene  between  the  psrents  and  Sir  Amdion, 
when  he  is  acquainted  with  the  eompoaitioii  of  the  powerfU 
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bafaalB.  AH  are  unwilling  to  yitit  the  duunber  in  wbidi  the 
bodies  ol*  the  inordered  bdies  aire  sapposed  to  remain ;  hat  at 
length,  when  ihey  enter  it,  what  is  their  happiness  to  find  the 
infioits  aMve  I  The  generous  gratitude  of  Amis  had  onlj  been 
put  to  the  test  byafioitastic  deception,  and  thd  taleoondudes 
hapj^/w^lt  Is  hoped  the  reader  will  pardon  this  rapid  sketch 
of  a  po^m  so  diaraeteristic  of  times,  in  whidi  tiie  extremes  of 
virtoa  and  barbarity  were  often  found  to  exist  together.  The 
anihoi'  of  AnUi  and  Amdum  was  very  probably  indebted  to 
the  older  tale  foiSir  l^rUtrem  for  the  inddents  of  the  poison- 
ed wound,  and  of  the  equivocal  appeal  to  the  judgment^of 
God. 

Hie  fi^owibg  example^  which  is  strictly  in  point,  is  extracU 
ed  fkom  a  very  soaroe  volume.  The  absurdity  is  carried  fiur« 
dier  tiun  in  Sit  JYUitetn,  where  the  uxorious  interposition  of 
Xing  Mark  is  dexterously  empMyed  to  pirevent  the  ultimate 
abaurdtty  and  imi^etf  of  conducting  Ysonde  safdy  through 
tha  ordesLl,  in  vittue  of  the  ingenious  device  by  which  she,  in 
fhbt,  adkndiriedged  herguOt,  while,  in  appearance,  sheasserUi 
ed  her  innocence.  At  the  same  time,  the  trial,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  respect  due -to  its  dassieal  inventor,  was  certainly  of  a 
less  serious  kind : 

''  Than  made  Virgilius  at  Rome  a  metall  serpent  with  his 
**  Gunninge,  that  who  so  ever  put  his  hande  in  the  throte  of 
"  the  serpent  to  swere  his  cause  right  and  trewe,  and  if  hla 
''  cause  were  fidse,  heshuldenat  plucke  his  hand  out  ageyne; 
**  and  if  it  were  trewe,  he  shuld  pluck  it  out  ageyne,  with(mt 
**  any  harme  doynge.  So  it  fbrtnned  that  there  was  a  knyght 
''  of  Lumbardie  that  mystrusted  his  wife,  with  one  of  his  men^ 
*^  that  was  moost  set  by  in  the  consey  te  of  his  wyfe.  But  she 
''  excused  hersdfe  ryght  nobelye  and  wysdy.  And  she  con« 
'*  sented  to  goo  with  hym  to  Rome  to  that  serpent,  and  there 

to  take  hyr  othe  that  she  was  nat  gylty  of  that  that  he  put 
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Upon  fayr ;  and  thereto  ooiueiited  the  knyght :  and  as  tiiej 
were  bothe  in  the  carte,  and  alao  byr  man  with  hyr,  ahe 
aayd  to  the  man,  that  when  he  eame  to  Rome,  that  he  ahuld 
y  clothe  hym  with  a  fiilea  oote,  and  dyagyae  hym  in  audi 
'^  maner  that  they  ahouid  not  know  him,  and  aodydehe;  and 
<f  when  the  daye  waa  ecfjoae  that  ahe  ahold  oome  to  die  aefpenty 
*^  he  waa  there  preaente.  And  Virgiliua  knowinge  the  ftloei 
neaa  of  the  woman  by  hia  cunnynge  of  n^gromaney :  and 
than  aayd  Virgiliua  to  the  woman,  '  Withdnwe  yoov  otbe 
and  awere  not ;'  bat  ahe  wold  not  do  after  hym,  but  pat  her 
'^  hande  into  the  aerpentea  mouth.  Andj  when  her  hand  waa 
*^  in,  ahe  sware,  before  her  husband,  that  she  had  no  mole  tm 
do  with  hym  than  with  that  fole  that  atode  hyr  by.  And  by 
cause  that  she  sayde  trowthe,  she  pulled  hyr  hand  agfiyno 
'^  out  of  the  throte  of  the  serpent  nat  hurt ;.  and  then  departed 
"  the  knyi^t  home,  and  traated  hyr  w^  c^er  after*  And 
<f  Vijgiliua  having  thereat  great  qpyte  and  anger  that  the 
f '  man  had  so  escaped,  destroyed  the  serpent :  ftr  Ihua. 
**  ped  the  ladye  away  fro  that  great  danger.  And  then  ipake 
f<  Virgilius,  and  sayde,  that  the  women  be  r]f|^wyae  to  ei^ 
'<  magyn  ungracyouaenea,  but  in  goodnea  they  be  bat  inn^ 
oentes,"*  (i.  e,  simpletons.) 
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<  rrr^iff.  **  This  boke  tnAteth  of  the  lyfe  of  Viigiiiiu,  vA 
•«  of  his  ddh,  and  many  mairaylet  that  he  dyd  in  hia  lyfe  tiaM  hy 
«<  whyclicnfte  and  nygnmaacye,  thocowgh  the  hclpe  of  die  deryb 
«*  of  hell.'*  Printed  at  Antwcrpe  by  John  poesborcke.  Soppoaed 
to  be  translated  fxom  the  French.  See  Goujet  BtbRoth.  Frame  ix. 
225.  Catal.  qf^aU  Lib.  Parkt  1*om.  IT.  p.  &   De  Bure,  Na  3857. 
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AND  THB 

COJSTCLUDING  STANZAS. 


It  has  been  obseryed  in  the  Introduction^  that  Walea  origi- 
nally comprehended  9SI  the  western  parts  of  England^  which 
long  oontinned  in  the  possession  of  the  Gael  or  Aboriginal 
Celts.  Triamour  and  filaunche  Flour  are^^howerer^  names  of 
Nonnan  deriyatipn. 

rrgvm.— P.  145.  St.  1. 
.  I  do  not  find  this  personage  in  the  prose  romanoej  but  he 
aeems  to  be  alluded  to  in  the  Fragments.    See  p.  813. 

He  was  red,  grene^  and  hlewe. 

His  name  was  Pettcrewe. — ^P.  150.  st.  10. 
The  odours  of  this  marvellous  hound  are  not  more  extras 
•rdinary  than  those  which  decorated  the  person  of  Jourdain  de 
Blaves^  a  champion  of  romance.  He  was  pied  like  a  jay ;  one 
of  his  legs  being  whiter  than  snow^  the  other  blacker  than 
ebony ;  one  armioae-ooloured,  and  the  other  of  a  yellow  or 
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citron  hue :  beside  whidi,  he  had  a  blood^red  cronlet  imprint- 
ed on  each  ahoulder.t  This  childish  taste  for  the  marvelloas 
marked  the  decay  of  romantic  fiction.  Peticrewe  is  the  Cm  of 
Mr  Douoe's  Fragment.  Out  of  the  slight  mention  of  Blaundie 
Floure^  thf  daughter  of  Triamour^  and  of  his  dog,  the  author 
of  the  prose  folio  seems  to  have  wieaved  the  tragical  adTentore 
of  Belinde,  princess  of  France,  who,  desperatdj  enamoured 
of  Tristrem,  slew  fierself  upon  his  departure  fttmi  the  court  of 
King  Pharamond.  On  her  death-bed  she  sent  to.  the  knight  a 
fidr  ''  bratchet,"  and  a  letter,  written  with  her  own  blood. 
"  Comme  celui  meurt  aisi,  qui  de  amours  meurt,  et  ne  peost 
''  de  son  amour  trouver  merd." — Tristan,  fil  xxv. 


\ 


Mark  was  Jairly  fain, 

And  Tristrem  hist  Ae.— P.  151.  st  12. 
I  In  the  conduct  of  the  story  bf  Sir  Tristrem,  the  most  stri- 
>|  ^hig  drcumstanoe  is  the  extreme  ingratitude  and  profligacy  of 
the  herob  That  a  prfux  chevalier,  who  is  held  forth  as  the 
model  of  perfection,  should,  year  after  year,  persist  in  an  in« 
oestuous  commerce  with  the  wife  of  his  undo,  and  of  an  unek 
to  whom  he  owed  his  lifo  and  means  of  living,  and  by  whose 
sword  he  was  dubbed  a  1n%ht,  must  appear  monstrous  to 
those  who  derire  their  notions  of  the  romances  of  chitaby 
rather  from  theory  than  from  perusing  the  originals.  And  oer« 
tainly  it  forms  an  apology  for  those^  by  whom  sudi  romance^ 
often  containing  matters  of  great  interest  and  curiosity^  were 
consigned  to  oblivion,  that  the  morality  which  they  taught 
was  so  Vague  and  flexible  in  its  nature,  as  to  draw  a  veQ  over 
the  most  abominable  crimes.  In  later  times,  indeed,  the  nn 
mance  writers^  who  treated  of  Sir  Tristrem,  have  endeavoured 
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ip  some  degree  to  palliate  the  cnenmty  of  fau  gnflt,  by  paint- 
ing hig  unde  Mark  as  a  baae,  fielonious,  and  treacherous  has* 
tttdy  for  whom  no  igneniiny  oould  he  too  vile ;  in  ahort^  "  le 
*^  l>hM  Til  foy,  et  le  plna  imheoiUe  reereu  qui  Ait."  In  the 
FveMch  foUOy  he  ia  accnaed  of  repeated  attempts  to  murder 
Trifitrem,  because  a  certain  dwarf  had  foetoM  that  he  should 
be  dishonoored  by  him.  He  is  stated  to  have  murdered^  by 
Mony,  hio  own  brother^  and  many  other  good  knighta ;  and> 
wIhI  was  yet  move  unpardonable»  allliough  hia  subjects  were 
oocwaidly  to  a  proverb^  the  king  waa  more  cowardly  than  them 
ailL  The  author,  in  abort,  haa  been  ao  auoceaafti]  ia  eonjuring 
up  all  the  drcnm^tancea  whidi  can  iqpolegiae  for  hia  heroine's 
ftailty,  that  Monsieur  de  Treasan  thinks  the  reader  must  be 
very  rigorona  who  can  bkmie  her.  But,  without  examining 
how  fiir,  in  a  moral  view,  the  vicea  of  the  undo  apologize  for 
yie  incest  and  adultery  of  the  nephew,  it  ia  certain  that  the 
dark  ahadea  in  the  charaeter  of  Mark  can  neither  be  found  in 
the  legend  of  Tomoa  of  Erceldoune,  nor  in  the  metrical 
French  romance,  which  afforded,  in  all  probability,  materials 
for  the  massive  prose  volume.  In  these  ancient  poems,  the 
king  of  Cornwall  is  merely  represented  aa  a  good-natured  uxo* 
rious  wittol,  the  most  prominent  feature  of  whose  disposition 
seems  to  have  been  a  blind  attadunent  to  a  wife  and  nephew, 
by  whom  he  waa  deceived  and  betrayed.  Neither  is  the  pro* 
fligacy  of  Sir  Tristrem  peculiar  to  that  champion,  being  an  at- 
ribate  of  many  of  tlie  Knighta  of  the  Round  Table,  against 
wbom  the  learned  Aacham  tfaua  invdgha :  *'  In  our  fore&thers' 
(<  time,  when  papiatxie,  aa  a  atanding  poole,  covered  and  oyer- 
**  Aowed  all  England,  few  bookea  were  red  in  our  toong,  sa- 
<'  vyng  eertayne  bookea  of  ohivahie,  aa  they  sayd,  for  pastime 
and  pleasure,  whidi,  aa  aomo  aay,  were  made  in  monaster 
lies  by  idle  monkes  or  wanton  chanona.  As  one,  for  ex- 
ample, Marie  ArUmre^  the  wh^  pleaaure  of  whiche  hooka 
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"  standeth  in  two  specyall  pojntes ;  in  open  mans  Biaa^^txi^ 
''  and  bolde  InWdrie :  in  which  hookea  those  be  counted  the 
noblest  loughtea  thate  do  Idll  moat  men  without  any  qnar« 
lell,  and  commit  fowlest  aduoulteiiea  by  antkat  ahifta :  as 
Sir  Lancelot  with  the  wi&  of  King  Arthnre,  his  makler  3 
Sir  Triatrem  with  the  wife  of  King  Mark>  hia  unde :  Syr 
i'  Lamerocke  with  the  wife  of  King  Lote^  that  was  his  own 
annte.  This  is  good  atuffe  for  wise  men  to  lang^  at,  or 
honest  men  to  take  pleasure  at  Yet  I  know  when  God's 
"  Bible  was  banished  the  court,  and  Morte  Arihure  reoeaTed 
''  into  the  prince's  chamber.  What  toys  the  daily  reading  of 
'^  such  a  booke  may  work  in  the  will  of  a  yong  geotleman,  or 
'^  a  yong  maide,  that  liveth  welthely  and  idldy,  wise  men  en 
''judge,  ai)d  honest  men. doe  pittie." — Ajcham's  Sekeoh 
Master* 

The  best  apology  in  Sir  Tristrem's  esse,  may  be  the  poweiv 
fal  effects  of  the  boire  amour euse  ;  but  many  curious  iniCbren* 
oes  might  be  drawn  from  such  loose  morality  being  a  distin^^ 
guishing  feature  of  books  of  chivalry. . 

He  cleped  Tristrem  with  this, 
And  bi  ioke  him  ike  quene, 

Andjlamcd  hem  hothe  Ywis.—F*  152.  st.  14. 
The  prose  folio  is  far  from  making  the  retreat  of  Tristrem 
and  Ysonde  the  effect  of  banishment  by  King  Mark.  Andre^ 
according  to  that  authority,  had  beaet  Tristrem  with  a  body  of 
men^  as  he  returned  unarmed,  and,  to  say  truth,  almost  naked, 
out  of  the  queen'a  apartment.  .  The  cbampipn  escaped  into  a 
chapel  which  overhung  the  sea,  and  was  at  length  compelkd 
to  throw  himself  among  the  waves.  With  great  difficulty  he 
gained  a  small  rock,  or  island.  Meanwhile  Marie  commanded 
that  Ysonde  should  be  delivered  up  to  the  lepers,  ss  a  wotse 
punishment  ^an  that  of  burning,  to  which  be  had  originally 
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destined  her.  From  these  misenUe  snd  disessed  outcasts 
the  queen  is  rescued  hy  Gouvenuul,  with  a  hody  of  Tristrem's 
friends  ;  fbr  his  valour  and  liberality  had  attached  to  him  a 
stntoig  party  in  ConiwalL  The  same  assistance  rescues  the 
bii%ht  fron  perishing  on  the  isbnd.  When  Tristrem  and 
Ysonde  ave  thus  reunited,  they  dismiss  their  fbllowers,  and 
^unge  into  the  depths  of  the  forest  of  Moroys,  where  they 
reride  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  the  text,  and  in  the  Fng« 
ment^  p.  S86» 

In  ^ioiforetifede, 
Tristrem  Bodain  gan  ehoH.'^V.  15S.  at.  16. 
To  chastise  the  dog,  is  here  metaphorically  used  fbr  break* 
ing  him  to  the  chase,  which,  as  every  sportsman  knows,  re- 
quires chastisement  with  no  gentle  hand.  The  proee  folio^ 
which  mentions  the  retreat  of  the  lovers  into  the  fbrest,  in 
consequence  of  their  flight  from  the  jealousy  of  King  Mark, 
adds,  **  Illecques  apprint  Tristran  a  Huden  (the  Hodain  of 
**  Tcmtm)  a  chasser  sans  glattir,  pource  qu'il  ne  Ait  guitt^  en 
*'  aueun  maniere."  Poachers,  I  believe,  frilly  understand  the 
importance  of  training  dogs  to  chase,  without  giving  tongue. 
Hodain's  fidelity  and  attachment  figures  in  every  edition  of 
the  romance  of  Tristrem'  He  alone  could  recognise  him, 
when  disguised  as  a  fool  (see  p.  SS7) ;  he  alone  knew  him  in 
his  state  of  unafiected  frenzy  {Tristan,  fHieiL  cxix.)  ;  and  when 
the  bodies  of  Ysonde  and  Tristrem  were  brought  to  Cornwall 
to  be  buried,  Hodain  left  the  wood,  without  turning  asde  to 
chase  any  of  the  stags  with  which  it  abounded,  and  run  straight 
to  the  chapel,  into  which  he  was  admitted  by  Pemus,  the 
squire  of  Tristrem,  who  watched  his  corpse :  *^  Illec  demou- 
'^  rent  Pemus  et  Heudene  sans  boire  et  sans  manger ;  et  quant 
''  Os  avoyent  fait  lenr  duU  sor  Tristan,  ilz  alloyent  sur  la 
^i  Royne  Yseolt."— 'Trntofi,  ftieillet  dexniere. 


"^ 


SH  SIR  TRJSTREM. 

/ft  an  eriMe  hmtse  thai  la^, 

Etenes,  in  old  dt^, 
^^"Tlal wrought  U  withtmten  wough.-^'P.  IBS.  at  17. 
Eten,  Sax.  qgmlles  a  giant,  perhapa  firam  their  aappoaed 
v0radty. '^  They  aay  the  king  of  Portugal  cannot  at  at  his  niealy 
"  but  giants  and  eUins  will  oome  and  anatdi  it  finomhinL"— 
l^nyS^  9f  the  Burmng  FettU.  The  author  has  already  aaid 
of  Moraqt,  that  he  was  an  eten  in  every  fight.  Fytte  IsL 
St  87.  In  the  Complayni  of  Scotland,  the  tale  of  the  Ked 
Etcn  with  Three  Heads  is  mentioned  among  other  popfolar 
stories  narrated  by  the  ahcpherds.  Britain  was  sappoaed  of 
oU  to  have  been  peopled  with  giants  in  theftUowing  nNomer: 
A  certain  king  of  Greece  bad  twenty  daughters,  married  to 
princes  and  men  of  nnk.  It  so  ftll  oat,  that  all  the  aialefs 
took  a  fimcy  to  murder  their  husband^,  and  were  only  pro* 
vented  by  the  youngest  giving  infonnation  of  the  plot.  Tlie 
worthy  king,  much  acandaliaedj  baniahed  all  lus  danghten  to 
Britain,  a  desert  isle,  which  then  first  received  the  name  of 
Albion,  firom  Albin  the  eldeat  of  the  dux  oonvict&  Here  the 
female  colonists  found  themselves  so  much  at  eaee,  that  they 
only  longed  for  a  little  flirtation*  The  devii^  the  earliest  gd- 
knt  of  antiquity,  was  ready  to  indulge  them : 

The  fende  of  helle,  that  foale  wigbt, 
Amonges  bem  al  ther  slight ; 
And  engenderd  tber  on  them, 
Gcauntes  that  wete  strong  ihcn  ; 
And  of  hem  oome  the  geauiMei  ttnMigei, 
That  were  bcgeteo  in  tliit  loud. 

ChroHicle  of  the  Kingt  ofEHgtauiL 

Theae  giants  were  extirpated  by  Brutus  and  his  fbQowen. 
But  the  caverns,  which  this  mighty  tribe  of  Anak  had  hewn 
'^  without  wougb"  (t«  e.  4itigue)j  ere  sUB  shewn  in  various  parti 
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of  the  iflkod,  pfurticularly  in  Corowall  and  DeroiiBbire^  the 
•oene  oi  am  sknry.  See  BonLAy's  ComwaU,  p.  99Si.  Tlie 
l«i|;9cayeillB4d«3utwri9caUedtbeGiaate'Holt.    /A«i, 

Q^tkai  weren  in  sinne, 
Nought  JO  Mat  no  2ay, 

liO  hou  thai  Uve  atuinne  ;  " 

7^i  no  hede  nought  ofswicheftay.-^V.  1^6.  st  S3. 
It  may  af^iear  sarprising  to  some  of  my  readera,  that  Mark 
ahould  adopt -a  firm  ^lelief  ^  the  inaooeooe  of  his  wife  and 
nephew,  merely  from  finding  them  asleep  with  the  naked 
■word  laid  betwixt  ihem ;  Imt,  in  the  middle  agea,  thia  circani- 
ftanee  was  an  acknowledged  andfinrmal  emblem  of  the  atriet« 
est  continence  betwixt  persons,,  who,  fimn  whatever  caus^ 
were  placed  in  circumstanoes  otherwise  suspicious.    In  Ger^ 
many,  when  the  marrisge  of  the  great  was  solemnized  by 
proxy,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  to  prevent  any  cavil  or  chance 
of  ftiture  repudiation,  that  a  sort  of  emblematical  consumma« 
tion  ahould  also  take  place.  The  representative,  therefore,  of 
the  royal  bridegroom^  was  fkirly  bedded  with  the  lady,  whom   . 
he  had  married  as  his  master's  proxy.  This  ceremony  of  i&^.   | 
sprung,  as  it  was  termed,  took  place  when  Louis,  county  pala-    j 
tine  of  Weldens,  as  proxy  for  the  duke  of  Austria,  was  wed-  j 
ded  to  the  fidr  princess  of  Burgundy.    The  bride  was  laid  in 
a  8tat4y  bed,  upon  which  the  count,  in  presence  of  the  ladies 
of  the  court,  redined  himaelf,  placing  his  ri^t  leg^  l%htly 
booted*  under  the  cover.    A  iiaked  sword,  the  emblem  of  ^ 
continence,  was  placed  betwixt  the  parties ;  and  this  particu*   j 
hx  cuxumstanoe  announced  to  all  Uie  world  the  typical  na»  i 
tore  of  the  ceremony.*  ' 


*  This  extnordinaiy  cuitom  is  ridiculed  in  die  &QoiHiig  pas- 
sage of  an  old  play:  **  Merkl    Yes ;  and  tbcn  Springlote,  to  inaks 
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The  some  coBtom  is  sometiines  le&red  to  in  fonanoes.  Is 
that  of  Amis  and  Amelian,  already  quoted  (see  note  on  atanaa 
106.  Fytte  8.)^  we  are  informed^  that  while  Amis  oocopied  the 
place  of  his  friend  at  his  courts  and  was  reodyed  by  AmeHon'a 
lady  as  her  husband^ 

Whan  it  was  cafmen  to  the  ni^t, 
Scliir  Amis  and  that  leuedi  bright* 

To  bed  thai  can  go ; 
When  thai  were  togither  y-Uyd, 
Scliir  Amia  his  ewerd  out  bnid» 

And  layd  betiiix  hem  tiKk 

Upon  Sur  Amebon'a  retom,  he  adopts,  hat  with  better  rea*^ 
aon,  the  conclusion  in&9n»d  by  King  Mark  ftom  a  similar  ctr^ 
cmnstance; 

The  leuedi  as  tite  asked  him  tho» 
Whi  that  he  hadde  farn  so, 

Al  that  fburten  night. 
Laid  his  swerd  betoen  hem  «o^ 
That  ache  no  durst  nooght  for  wde  ne  wa^ 

Touche  his  bodi  aright  ? 
Sir  Amelion  bethought  him  than 
His  brother  was  a  true  man. 

That  hadde  so  done  aplight. 

A  shnilar  chrcmnstanoe  occora  m  the  Arahitm  7^Ue$,  where 
Aladdin  having,  by  virtue  of  the  magic  lanxp,  introdoeed  him« 
a^lf  into  the  bed  of  a  princeas^  kys  his  naked  sabre  betwixt 


**  him  madder,  told  him  that  he  would  be  his  proxy,  and  many  her 
•*  for  him,  and  lie  with  her  the  first  night  with  a  naked  codgd  be- 
««  twi3Ct  them,  and  make  him  a  Ung  of  beggan."— Jotiil  CVor, 
AfitV.8c.IL    I'int  acted  in  164L 
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tlymj  to  mgtdfy,  tlttt  he  did  not  intend  to  abuse  that  oppor* 
tonity.  In  the  folio  Tristan  this  oireumstance  is  omitted^  per- 
hafB  becanse  the  evidence  of  innocence  was  thought  too  alight 
to  cany  conviction  even  to  King  Hark«  That  monarch  finds 
the  queen  alone  during  Tristrem's  absence,  and  carries  her 
away  before  his  return* 

Nas  never  so  sort  man, 

Tristrem  than  was  he.-^F.  158.  st  27. 
|n  the  French  folio,  Tristrem,  in  his  absence  ftom  his  mis- 
tress, exhausts  his  grief  in  long  Ismentable  poems.  One  of 
these,  called  the  Lay  of  Deaths  contains  some  pretty  and  pa- 
thetic passages.  Mons.  de  Tressan  has  given  an  imitation  of 
the  Lai  Mortel,  or  Lay  of  Death,  in  the  Corps  ^Extraifs, 
ToL  I.  p.  84. 

For  thi  the  knigktes  gan  say, 

Thai  wrong  Marku  had  senj^^V.  159.  st  99. 
The  barons  of  Cornwall  were  very  indulgent  to  the  fhultles 
of  the  foir  aex.  The  folio  infonns  us,  that  Moigain,  the  fidse 
enchantress,  had  constructed  a  drinking  horn,  out  of  which  no 
married  woman  could  drink  without  spilling,  unless  she  had 
been  uniformly  foithfol  to  her  husband.  This  toudistone  of 
matrimonial  fidelity  she  dispatched,  by  a  knight,  to  the  court 
of  King  Arthur,  hoping  to  dishonour  the  lovely  Queen  Guene- 
▼er.  But  Sir  Lamoracke  de  Galis  met  the  hiessenger,  and  com- 
pdled  him  to  go  to  the  court  of  King  Mark,  whom  he  hated, 
and  there  tq  exhibit  the  enchanted  horn.  That  fair  Ysonde 
foiled  in  the  proof  is  not  surprising ;  but  of  all  the  ladles  pre- 
sent at  the  cour  pieniere,  finir  only  could  drink  without  spill- 
ing the  vrine.  Mark  hereupon  moved,  in  his  parliament,  that 
a  large  bonfire  should  be  made  for  the  rec^tibn  of  the  ladies 
of  his -court  in  general,  and  Ysond^  among  others.    But  hia 
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li^pe«m A vdtlistood him nuukfully.  ''If he wouldor ocmUi,'' 
they  said^ '' he  mig^t  bum  hk  own  wife ;  hat  as  to  thetra,  they 
''  would  not  alay  them  for  fuch  a  trifle."  The  king  hecanie 
yet  more  astoniahed  and  ineeoaed  at  their  opppaitioii ;  hat  the 
herons  were  intmctahle,  and  voted  onaoimoaaly^  that  the  horn 
had  heen  made  hy  ftlse  witchery,  and  only  to  eanse  debate  and 
strife  among  troe  loTers ;  and  many  knights  made  their  vow, 
that  if  erer  they  caught  Motgain  the  contriver,  they  would 
show  her  short  courtesy.  Mark  at  length  soccombed,  after  the 
feUowing  gracioas  flpeech  fiom  the  throne :  ''  Fair  sirs,  if  ye 
^  will  not  bum  your  wives,  I  will  ako  acquit  mine,  and  hold 
'' the  trial  of  the  horn  aa  ftlse  witchcraft"  This  hom  ocean 
in  the  tale  of  theJSoy  and  ike  Mantle,  in  the  Meliques  of  Am- 
cient  Poetry,  vdL  III. 

Spaine  he  hath  thurch  sayn, 
Geauntes  he  tUmgk  thre. — ^P.  160.  st.  30. 
Spain,  whosevmost  fertile  provinoes  were  so  long  possessed 
by  the  Saracens,  was,  to  the*  romancers,  a  sort  of  feiry-land. 
Giants,  endiantera,  and  monstroas  paynims  of  every  sort,  were 
to  be  foand  among 


dark  tribes  of  kte  reviring  Spain. 
Oj^d  Prize  Poem  om 


Into  Bretein  he  ekes, 

Bicam  the  doukes  kuighi^-^Vi  161.  St.  32. 
There  is  propriety  and  probahUity  m  Tristrem  diuaing  Brit- 
tany fer  his  place  of  reibge,  as  it  was  peopled  by  a  ooloay 
ftom  Cornwall  and  Wales,  dazing  the  distractions  of  the  Ro- 
man empire.  It  is  at  kast  certain,  that  the  hmgnage,  laws, 
and  customs  of  the  Britons  or  Armoricans  coincided  with  those 
of  the  Cornish  and  Weldii>  with  wliom  they  carried  on  a  con* 
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itiiit  itttmsoone.  The  duke,  irMi  whom  Sir  Trif  tram  takeft 
nAige,  And  whoM  dKUg^ter  he  iftenrudt  nuotied,  u  ttlled 
Fl«rentlii>  iti  stuicaAi.  In  theproee  fomaiiee  he  is  neiiied 
Hoel>  probably  toidentUy  him  with  the  Serl  Oell  ef  Bfvtigtie, 
mentioned  by  the  PBeudo-TuiitiiB,  m  hMg,  even  in  hie  day, 
the  Batject  of  popcdar  poetry.  *'  OeUus,  Comes  mrhis  qiue  thI- 
*'  go  didtor  Nantae  • » . .  de  hoe  cAnitiir  in  cantilena  usque  in 
'^  hodieraum  diem,  quia  innnmera  feeit  mirabilia."—- Cap.  XL 

Of  rsbnde  he  madt  a  ttmg^ 
That  s^ng^  Ymmde  Mehe.-^Y*  U\.  st  83.'* 
The  poet  here  tdtes  m  adTantage  of  the  two  Yaondes  bear** 
ing  the  same  name^  whieh  is  entirely  lost  in  Ae  foho.  Ysonde 
«f  Biittany,  heuing  Triatrem  afaig  a  lay  in  pndse  of  the  Queen 
of  Ceniwa]l>  ia  induced  to  believe  him  her  lover,  and  to  beg 
her  fttber  to  authorise  their  unfon.  Urns,  their  maMageia 
hrought  ebotit  with  inore  i^6kigy  to  THalivm's  infidelity  than 
eould  otherwise  faAve  been  fhmiiBhed.  This  ia  one  of  the 
circomstancea  omkted  in  the  prose  foaumce,  whidi  marie  the 
antiquity  and  originality  of  Thomas's  poem.  In  the  fonner 
work,  the  resemblance  of  names  occasions  unnecessary  embar^ 
rassment  to  the  reader,  without  in  any  way  contributing  to 
advance  the  plot. 


ihtdemdedff 


D6ii  Yno  dbre.-^P.  163.  st.  37. 

''  Tristan  se  concha  avecques  Vseult.  Le  luminaire  ardoit  si 
"  der,  que  Tristan  pouvoitbien  reoir  la  beault^de  Yseult  Elle 
<'  avoit  la  bonche  blanche  et  tendre,  yeux  vers  rians^  les  sour- 
''  dlz  bruns  et  bien  assis,  h  Ace  date  et  vermeille.  Tristan  la 

baise  et  accolle ;  et  quant  il  luy  souvient  de  la  Reyne  Yseult 

de  Cornouaille,  si  a  toute  perdu  la  voullent^  ce  surplus  fiure. 

Ceste  Yseult  est  devant  luy,  et  Tautre  est  en  ComouaiUes, 
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f  qui  luy  deffind^  si  cher  oomme  0  ajrme  ton  .ooipft>  que  aooste 
'^  Yaeult  He  fiux  cboae,  qui  a  viUennie  luy  tourne.  Ainai  de- 
'^  mouie  Tristan  afeoquiea  Yaeult  aa  feiiime;  et  dk^  quid'antie 
''  soulaa  que  d'aocdOer  et  de  baiaer  ne  aayoit  rieu,  a'endott 
'•  e&tK  le  bsBB  de  Tristan."— Trntan.  ff.  LIX. 

Thoti  shugk  kit  bnHher  thre, 

Urgan  and  Morgan  urfre 
And  Moraunt*~^F*  164^  st;  39. 
It  ia  difficult  to  say  to  what  pui^pose  the  minstrel  has  esta- 
Uiahed  this  lelationship  among  all  the  penona  whoftU  under 
the  sword  of  Tristrem.  Perhaps  it  is^only  meant,  that  they 
were  brethren  in  arms^  a  sacred  bond  of  unkrn^  whidi  ebi« 
Yalry  borrowed  fraai  the  FostbittdBlag.of  Scandinavia.  In 
Pagan  times,  it  was  formed  by  mingling  the  blood  of  the  lb« 
tnre  brothers,  of  which  they  mutually  tasted.  In  the  Lokm* 
Lenna,  or  SUrife  ofLoc,  that  malerolent  demon,  being  egc« 
duded  from  the  banquet  of  the  goda,  thus  addieases  0dm: 

Maniu  thai  Odhm^  ^e. 
Fadier  of  daughter,  OcBn,  say, 
Rememberest  not  the  former  day. 
When  raddy  in  the  goUet  stood. 
For  mntual  drink,  our  blended  blood  ? 
Remembetest  not,  thou  Ifaen  didst  swear 
.  The  featiTe  banquet  ne*cr  to  shank 
Unless  thy  brother  Lok  were  there  ? 

This  custom  prevailed  in  Scythia.  See  the  Toxortf  of  Ludi^^ 
and  Joinville,  Louvre  editioD,  p.  104. 
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He  blew  prm  as  he  can, 
Thre  mot  other  mare.-^V.  165.  st  41. 
Hhe  prue  was  the  note  blown  at  the  death  of  the  stag. 
Among  the  many  canaes  of  contention  between  kni^ta-emnt 
and  those  penona  who  exceeded  six  feet  in  height^  the  rigom: 
of  the  latter,  in  preservation  of  their  game,  was  a  frequent 
adbgect  of  diq^t&  In  the  romance  of  Sir  Egianumr  ofAr^ 
toys,  we  find  a  giant  aa  jeaknia  of  this  important  privilege,  as 
the  Bdiagog  cfSir  Tristrem,  or  aa  a  modem  justice  of  peace. 
Sir  Eglamoor  had  entered  a  forest  belonging  to  this  gigantia 
floiiof  Nimxod: 

He  Uawtt  his  home  in  that  tyde^ 
Uartif  nae  on  evir  ilk  aide  ( 
A  nobiU  doe  he  cfaaete. 

« 

His  houndis  two  the  dere  can  ta* 
That  herde  the  gyande  quhare  he  lay, 
That  nsyt  faym  of  his  rest 

Methynk  wonder  that  I  heiie, 
Thar  is  a  thie&  walde  stde  my  dere ; 

Hym  war  wdll  better  ses. 
Be  hyto  that  ware  the  crowne  of  thorns^ 
Hym  hade  better  bene  onbome, 
Hh  bqght  never  derrair  mes. 

Sir  £ghnumr.    Printed  hp,  MTLLSm  and 
Chapmav,  Bdinbwrghy  1508. 

« 

h,  win  readfly  he  anticipated,  that  the  giant  ia  alain  by  Sir 
Eglamour. 

Another  inatanoe  of  the  risk  at  which  the  lorda  of  a  manor 
interfered  with  the  deer-stealing  chivalry  of  the  time,  occurs 
in  the  Romance  of  Gfy  of  Warwick.    Gy,  hunting  in  a  forest 
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belonging  to  the  earl  Florentine  had  skin  a  boar,  and  Uawn 
thepriis: 

Tho  ^y  had  opened  lliat  fwiiie  mdht 
He  gui  l»  blowe  n  Y  yoa  tdle ; 
Bi  God»  qvath  Erl  Flarendn,'. 
Who  may  that  be,  for  Sejnt  Maitm, 
That  ich  here  in  mi  forest  blowc  > 
Hert,  other  bore,  he  hadi  downe  throwe ; 
He  deped  to  him  a  kai^t  ^g^ 
Hii  aone  he  was,  a  feir  jipog^g; 
**  Sonei**  he  seyd,  '*  to  faoia  thou  gOy 
And  who  80  it  be  bring  him  me  to.'* 

The  yoang  kniqh^  finds  Gj,  and  dfettandt  bk  honey  as  a 
fbrfeit  for  hunting  in  lus  lord's  forest.  6y  oftn  to  attend 
him  to  the  lord  of  the  domain,  but  refhses  to  sonender  the 
steed,  saying  it  was  no  knight's  &shion  to  go  on  foot.  This 
did  not.  satisfy  the  young  earl ; 


Gy  by  the  rteyn  he  hiith  y-noroe. 
With  strengthe  he  Wendc  to  the  hors  come  ; 
Thei  he  war  wroth,  it  was  no  ferlj. 
With  that  staff  he  smote  Sir  Gy. 
^'  Wicked  man,  thou  hast  me  smite, 
Thoii  schalt  it  abigge  God  it  wire.*' 
With  his  horn  he  him  smot, 
breyn  he  sehadde  fot-hot. 


After  this  adventure,  Gy,  bewildered  in  the  forest,  is  bos* 
pitably  received  in  the  castle  of  Earl  Florentin.  During  the 
repast,  the  dead  body  of  the  earl's  son  is  brought  home.  In  the 
first  transport  of  rage,  Florentin  assaults  Sir  Gy  with  an  and* 
iron.  His  attendants  crowd  to  assist  his  revenge.  But  when 
Gy  claims  the  right  of  hospitality,  the  spirit  of  chivalrous  ho« 
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fiourtanpentheedrripftfeiriial  fteUngi:  He  oommBiidf  Idi 
ftUoiren  to  hold;  mflfen  6y  to  ami  himaelf,  and  paai  oat  of 
the  otfde^tiienfiillowa  and  defies  bim  to  mortal  oombst.  The 
Eari  FloEcntin  had  not  borne  anna  for  fifteen  years^  and  was 
overthxownatUiefintBhock.  Bat  the  victor  pitied  him,  both 
fixr  bis  age>  and  the  inreparaUe  isjory  he  had  done  him ;  he 
leaped  off  hia  good  steed,  and  left  it  with  the  earl,  in  acknow* 
lodgment  of  bis  having  giveli  him  ''  meat  at  need  ;"  with  the 
asBonnoe,  however,  that  he  would  never  again  bordea  bis  hos- 
.  In  theae  dayi^  when  ^'  mig^t  was  ri^t,"  to  '*  beat  the 
men,  kill  Uie  deer,  break  open  the  lodge,"  or  even  to ''  kiss 
the  keeper^s  danghter,"  was  only  matter  of  dishonoor  and 
pnniahment,  if  the  adventoivr  wanted  resolation  or  strength  to 
makesxMid  his  iiiinuMMioii 

VMnde  were  one  io  huf. 

At  kemie^-^'B.  166.  st  412. 
Tliat  is,  '^  it  were  onnatoral  that  thou  (who  hast  slain  my 
<« brothers)  and  I  diooldsahite like  kinsfblks."  Thereoceois 
often,  in  the  old  romances,  a  rode  gibing  betwixt  eombatants, 
similar  to  some  passage  in  the  Iliads  Thos,  in  the  duel  be- 
twixt Otawel  and  Clare!  the  Saiaoen, 


Otawel  fbr  wrath  tho  anon, 

Ardg^te  him  on  t^  ehd£e*boii, 

Al  fd  of  that  was  thare. 

And  made  Us  teth  al  \mni 

Tho  Otiiwal  mm  hiichfke4MD« 

Ha  gaf  Clsral  a  dcom  aium ; 

And  fdde,  *^  Clafd,  se  mote  thou  thcv 

Whi  fchewastoa  thi  tedi  to  me  ? 

I  nam  no  totfa-diswat. 

Thou  no  adit  mi  no  dicine  beM.*^ 
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A  nnibr  Intil  joke  b  iittlidl  by  DoDln^  «i^ 
baietheflcalpof  hittntagoiiifltwkk  abaGk««ti«l^    '' Ifal^ 

La  Pkur  de$  BaMaiks. 

BOiagi^hilkBdmdde^ 
JPcmd  Mm  rkke  vfoid, 

Uni  is  a  paningp  of  dii&caU  intttpwfatiflP*    lamindiMA 

toesqiLiinitlliiu:  Beliigog  in1iuXndeemtf,UfMfmikim 

.rMsft^Le.woii]d  piwvehlawMllli—lo^Sne,  finally^  attcipirti^ 

imtiy^  Mia  Ai>  <Maile  wiAih  li#  limits  aam  noi.  mtmHnmpJ  ift 

in  the  laat,  there  u  an  obrioiu  aUnaiaa  to  the  atalaw  fiidi 
which  the  hall  was  enrichecL — See  p.  S37.  There  la,  in  dw 
proae  book,  a  tale  of  IJther  Fendr^gom  who  aatried  on  an  in- 
trigue with  the  wife  of  iEgrian,  one  of  hiafaflsala.  ButiE^kn 
waa  no  Maii ;  he  eneounlawd  ibe  Uag^  diacDnflted  hinj  and 
only  granted  hiooi  merey  en  canditioti  he  should  faoild  Iras  m 
impregnable  csasdfl^  to  be calkd La  wrgmgne  Vift  ^nmhiigm, 
teil^aLvii* 

Stanza  48.  p.  1G9. 
It  would  appear,  from  this  stanza,  that,  in  the  castle  hmh 
by  Beliagog,  there  was  a  private  entrsnoe,  by  which  Sir  IVis- 
trem  might  enter  at  pleasure.  Such  contriTanoes  were  fre- 
quent in  ancient  casUea;  and  from  the  fidhnring  peassge  in 
Froisssrt,  it  seems  that  they  wereaAen  reftrxed  to  in  the  daya 
of  romance.  When  the  ibroes  of  Charies  of  France  were  m> 
tiyely  engsged  in  expelling  the  adventurers,  as  they  were  call- 
ed, a  sort  of  mercenary  troops^  partalrii^  much  of  the  diaiac- 
ter  of  banditti,  who^  during  the  wars  betwixt  Eo^i^d  and 
France,  had  possessed  themselves  of  many  fortresses  in  Aqu]« 


NOTES  ON  PYTTE  THIRD.  SS6 

ime.  Sir  Walter  of  Ftadne  was  the  prineipBl  letdor  of  the 
Frenbhy  and  eloaely  bloc¥«ded  tibe  etttle  of  Pnlptirofiy  whereof 
Angerot^  m  dkief  of  tbe  adyentaroiis  eomptaaam,  caQecl  the 
Lhtle  Meeehine,  WW  cMrtieQati.  Sir  Walter  had  sworn  by  fak 
ftther^a  sovd,  that  he  wcndd  take  nose  of  the  besieged  to  mil* 
asm^bBlftonlipatthem  a&totheswordL  AixfeAngaolhada 
eave  withhi  the  cattle,  the  ether  eatmiee  of  which  watf  in  a 
wood  abont  half  a  league  dfetaiit  Through  this  pUM^  he 
made  his  escape,  with  his  followers,  loaded  with  the  booty 
whii&  thej  had  pillaged  ftom  ihe  neighb6iiring  eooinry.  The 
third  day  after  their  departure,  the  breach  commeaoed  a  fti- 
lions  discfaaitge  of  arrows  upon  Urn  castle,  which,  to  their  great 
aorprite,  was  net  answered  from  within.  '^  Then  there  were 
*^  oidayned  ladders  to  set  up  i^;ayn8t  the  waUee,  and  they  that 
"  moimted  on  them  passed  over  the  walla  and  etitcred  in  to  the 
castell,  and  founds  no  ereatozethevain.  And  than  they  went 
to  the  gate,  and  there  they  fimnd  a  great  bnndell  of  kayes, 
**  and  among  other  they  found  the  keys  of  the  gate,  and  opynet 
**  it,  and  than  aU  the  hoiryers  one  after  another ;  whereof  the 
*^  lofdeshadgretmarveyl,andBpeciailySir6ualtyerof  Paachae; 
**  he  weind  they  had  been  departed  out  of  the  castdl  by  en« 
'^  ehauntment,  and  then  demanded  of  them  that  weve  about 
hym  how  it  adg^t  be.  The  seneschal  of  lliolous  sayd  to 
hym,— '  Sir,  surely  they  cannot  be  thus  gone,  without  they 
''  haveaomesecret  way  under  the  erthe,  which  I  think  there  be.' 
^  Than  all  the  caatle  was  sought,  in  every  comer  where  any 
''such  way  should  be.  Than  they  fimnde  in  a  cellar  the  month 
<' of  the  alley  open,  and  there  all  ihe  hndes  did  bdKdde  ity  and 
''  Sir  Gkultyer  had  great  marveyle  thereof,  and  demaundedef 
^  the  soieschal  of  Tholous,  if  he  knew  before  of  any  such  cave. 
'* '  Sir,'  quoth  he, '  I  have  herd  er  this  thereof ;  but  I  thought 
''  nothing  that  &ey  would  thus  have  departed  by  that  way.'*^ 
"  '  By  my  feythe,*  quoth  Sir  Gualtyer, '  they  be  goUe  that  same 
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''  mty^  Hate  the  eastellfi  of  itaa  oonntrye  sadi  ordyimniiee  ? 
''  'Sir/  quod  Sir  Hugh/'  there  be  diven  tach  caiteOs^  as  ofoM 
''  tyme  perteyned  to  Reynalt  of  Montabon,  that  hath  so  A  con- 
''  reyaimoe ;  far,  when  he  and  his  brethren  kept  mt  agaynat 
''  Kjnge  Charlemaylie  of  Fnmoe^  they  were  made  all  after  thia 
*'  manner^  by  the  oonndland  advice  ofMaogiB  tfaeirooiiaiti ;  for, 
'^  when  the  king  besieged  them  by  puyasance^  and  that  they 
law  they  oould  not  reayst  him^  then  wolde  they  dqMorte,  with- 
out any  lere  takyng,  by  meanes  of  those  paasages  under  the 
erthe/  '  Surely/  said  Sir  Brewi^  '  I  laud  gtedj  the  otdy- 
naunoe.  I  cannot  saye  if  ever  I  shall  have  any  wane  i^;8ynat 
me  or  not^  other  by  kynge,  duke,  or  by  any  other  nei^boiuv 
but,  as  soon  as  I  am  returned  into  my  country,  I  shall  cause 
such  a  myne  to  be  made  in  my  castle  of  Passac'  So  these 
"  lords  and  their  company  came  to  the  garrison  of  Convale,  in 
Robestan,  and  layde  syege  therto,  and  then  Sir  Gualtyer  de- 
maunded  of  the  seneschal  of  Tholous,  if  ConTale  antientlj 
perteyned  to  Raynalte  of  Mountalbon,  and  he  said,  '  Yes.' 
"  '  Then  there  is  a  cave  under  the  grounde/  said  Sir  Gualtyer. 
*'  *  Sb-,  that  is  true/  ssid  Sir  Brews,  '  for  by  reason  thereof  £s- 
''  paygndet  wan  it  the  second  tyme,  and  the  owner  within  it' 
^  rhen  Sir  Gualtyer  sent  for  the  knyght  that  was  owner  ther&- 
'^  of,  and  sayd  to  hyra, '  Sir,  it  were  good  ye  enfbrmed  us  of 
the  myne  that  is  out  of  this  castelL'  Then  Sir  Raymond  of 
Convale  sayde, '  Sir,  surely  there  is  away  under  the  ground^ 
fin*  thereby  I  was  taken,  and  lost  this  my  castel :  it  was  b^ 
ftre  of  longe  tyme  decayed  and  destroyed,  but  thew  robbers 
*'  new  repayred  it,  and  by  that  way  they  came  on  me ;  and.  Sir, 
**  the  issue  thereof  is  in  a  wood  not  fiure  hence.' '  Wd,'  sayde 
''  Sir  Gualtyre,  *  all  is  weL'  And  so  mi  dayes  after  he  wenle 
**  to  the  same  wood,  and  had  with  him  cc  men  well  armed  ; 
**  and  when  he  saw  the  hole  where  the  issue  was,  he  caused  the 
''  erthe  and  bushes  to  be  avoyded,  and  then  he  lyghted  upmany 
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fiigotteB,  and  nyd  to  them  that  were  <Mrdeyned  to  go  into  the 
cave,  *  Sin,  ftllow  this  cave,  and  it  shall  bring  you  into  the 
hall  j)f  Convak;^  and  there  ye  ahaU  flnde  a  dore ;  brdce  it  up, 
ye«re  etrong  enough  so  to  do,  and  to  fig^te  with  them  with- 
in.' So  they  entered  and  came  to  the  grece  (steps),  nere  to 
<^  the  hall  dore  in  the  casteU,  then  with  gret  axes  they  strake  at 
*^  the  dore ;  andby  the  time  it  was  nere  ni^^t,  they  within  the 
caateil  made  good  wache,  and  peroeyved  how  by  the  myne 
they  wolde  have  entered  into  the  castell,  and  Espaygnollet 
was  going  to  his  rest  Tlien  came  he  thyder,  and  there  they 
'*  east  stones,  benches,  and  timber  befixre  the  cave  dore,  to  the 
**  ittliente  that  none  should  enter  there,  thoogh  the  dore  were 
'*  brdoen  up.  This  was  done,  for  other  shift  had  they  none 
'*  of  defence ;  but  far  all  that,  they  within  the  myne  anone 
"  brake  tliedore  allto  peces,  and  yet  were  never  the  nere,  for 
then  Aey  had  more  to  do  than  they  had  before ;  and  when 
they  saw  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  enter  there,  they  re- 
turned again  to  the  host"  In  conclusion,  however,  all  tffen 
by  the  subterranean  passage  being  prevented,  the  castle  was 
tsken,  and  the  defenders  put  to  thesword.->F&oiss  a&t,  toL  II. 
ib.  zlviiL 

So  Utfliche  weren  thai  atte, 

Tmages  semedit  nought,'-^  P.  170.  st  50. 
It  is  difficult  exactly  to  determine  whether  painting  or  sta- 
tuary is  the  subject  of  this  curious  description.  I  incline  to  the 
fonner  opinion ;  for,  in  stanza  e2,  Ganhardin  rushea  to  salute 
Ysonde  and  Brengwaine,  and,  in  his  precipitation,  breaks  his 
head  against  the  wall.  This  mistake  might  more  easily  occipr 
where  colours  aided  the  deception,  than  if  the  figures  had  been 
cut  in  stone,  as  the  word  "  images"  seems  to  imply.  The  hall 
of  a  Gothic  castle  was  usually  painted  on  the  aidea  and  roof; 
at  least  upon  the  latter,  the  former  being  often  hung  with  tft* 
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pestiy.  SameTastigesofAlBdeoavBtioniiiajbetiveadiiitlie 
bAnfuetting  room  of  the  andent  castk  of  Bortfawid^  «bcmt 
tmeiwe  miles  from  Edinbntj^  The  paintugii  esecnted  en  a 
Tmiked  nwf  of  hewn  Btoiie,  with  ndtebk  ioMT^lia^ 
''The  F^Ms  of  Honor."  In  thii  haU  BothweU  ww  feoiliiig 
with  4he  nnftrtanate  M»rj,  when  the  first  inaimeotkin  took 
phoe  against  her  auihwty*  They  were  nearly  soipriaedy  the 
queen  esoapiiigwith  diffionlty^  in  the  di^tgniae,  it  is  aaid,  of  a 
p^ge. 

I  find  no  mention  of  the  imagpaa  in  the  Iblio,  but  they  are  al« 
hided  to  in  the.metneal  fragment^  p.  S3T.  In  Lancelot  duLae, 
there  oocurs  a  drcmnstanee  aomewhat  ainiiiar.    That  knight 
waa  long  oonQned  by  the  euTioos  Moigaine  la  Faye;^  aiat^  to 
KiBg  Arthur^  but  resembling  him  in  none  of  his  good  qoalitieSy 
and  widely  differing  from  him  in  his  nnaQspicioiia  ecnfidfiiep  in 
Qneen  Gneaever.f    The  good  knight,  finding  hia  time  bang 
heavy,  chose  to  charm  it  away,  by  painting  on  the  iraDa  of  hia 
priaon  the  whide  history  of  hia  amovs  with  the  wife  of  die 
gveat  Arthnr,  who,  in  these  tender  omoeniSy  ahared  the  ihteof 
the  oowardly  and  petty  king  of  CernwaL    Sir  Lancelot,  dis- 
trusting,  probably,  his  own  powers  of  producing  the  deaiied 
resemblance,  was  at  the  farther  pains  to  guide  the  spectator  to 
the  meaning  of  the  pain  ting,  by  cortain  mottoes  and  diatidiea, 
pointing  out  the  nature  of  the  adventures,  and  the  quality  of 
the  dramatis  persons.  He  oeuld  not  posaibiy  have  made  worae 
use  of  his  leisure ;  for  some  time  afterwards.  Sing  Arliiur, 
while  visiting  his  sister,  was  lodged,  by  the  insidious  Morgsin, 

•f  Qjueen  Guenever  suiprised  Matpaa  in  the  embneei  of  a  Ib- 
Touiite  knight,  and  very  imprudently  pablished  her  cfi^gtaoe.  Of 
course,  Sir  Lancelot  and  ahe  experienced  bH  the  lortification  and 
danger  which  could  be  produced  by  the  rage  of  an  ai&outed 
and  an  ipoflpwd  enchaBtress. 
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iaitkMpMiiiadl^flnber.    Tfaoag^inMilyiiogNaiaiiiftteiw 

iheviiobiilgiit.  Tfte  icwdt  tw»  a  eaaftriiiiimi  ef  the  gui^' 
gJanmlltHiBftiiiiiJl  hitohiiwiiwIlqtffaGawiiiBiindhiiilBetiueiu 
A  IsHidi  w^  Sir  Lanodoife  Ifffflnniy  nMfiii^aiMpi  n^db  floaUy 
ihe  dntragtM  of  die  «lMd»  ciira]^ 


JMi^iMm  bmghi  amdJ¥0.-^T.  177.  H.  6«. 
The  Imw  of  Genlmwtiii  fortfaetnMty  cgpftd—teof  Ywnde 
fa  mntfanedl  in  the  fta0neKt»«  p.  2381,  but  not  in  die  ibMei 
iUeovdiiig  tofalsenthori^y  the  hendof  BBengwvin  is  beitoww 
edvponGeaTeniMlt  dieiqfriieof  TmtMm^andtfaieikithftil 
wip^  mciMiefl  tft  ifct  ^^'u^'fni  O'f  T-Vyyw*-  Genhndiiiy  cbU^ 
ed  KilMdiB  ia  the  ftlfa>  aiid  PhcKdin  by  TwflHMj  fa  npfK^ 
teoqpiMB  theaaneaidait  hmgiiig  toaee  Yeondej^  idiidi  fa< 
WBtfawsdmihMlie&i;  lml»hfadeweheiQgMrtfaflfid,keiafa 
desperatdy  ia  kfe  iirfth  har>  and  cantomeeto  mite,  in  bar 
pnfaej  one  long  lay  after  another^  till  he  exhausts  both  hfa 
stiength  and  poetical  powers,  and  ftirly  dfae  wbOeopnclnding 
a  inndTifflJ.  Thfa  fa  not  the  wont  eflbct  of  hfa  passion  ;^  for 
Yiond^  lat^nUy  gende,  had  been  indneed,  by  the  famc^ 
condUfaBof  tfafadeqiairiiigbaxdy  tot  wiite  bin)  a  letter  efooa^ 
ffjifrtm-  It  qiifortiinatelyleU  into  die  hands  ofTrfatren^wlie 
bemne  theveapw^  flm^  poetaeally  mad,  lik^  die  ennmoaied 
Jketon^  andt  afterwards,  ostn^geouily  frantic  in  good  eKniest.t 

melaiu^iolv  eoiidUiiMiM 


f  It  is  profaibfa,  that  the  madness  of  Orfancb  was  oopiedy  bj 
Aiioslo,  either  fimn  the  xomanoe  of  Trittraih  or  fiom  that  of 
Lmicelot, 
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but  ttfl]*  imtinetivdy,  esBBrtilikivodigioaftftTCOgdiiiitlieeoii* 
qoeit  of  moDilen  and  giaatay  oppveaion  to  the  haidflD^ 
whomheanociAted,andbyw]ianihewaaftd.  likeOrinido, 
in  fais  enooimter  with  nodomont  Qpon  llie  periloQt  Ixidgi^  S^ 
IMBtrem  qiifllb  the  ttngBnoe  of  001^  crnnt  Imic^ti  as  aw 
him  only  a  wandering  lunatic.  At  kngtfi  Mark,  wiwn  iranC- 
ing  in  the  loreaty  finds  ^ristieni  asleep  amoDtf  Ihe  di^lisda. 
Fbying  little  attention  to  so  miienhk  an  object,  he  winds  his 
hom^torecaU  his  Movers.  The  madman  starts  np  at  the  wefl* 
known  aound  of  ibe  chaos,  and  utters  all  his  hunting  cries^ 
cheering  his  ftvooriteHodain^  and  calling  him  byname.  Ne- 
verthdess,  Mark  does  not  feoognise  dienephew,  whomhehad 
so  mnsh  csose  both  to  love  and  to  hate,  bat  only  s^oioes  in 
finding  a  fool,  who  oonld  be  so  ygy  amusing.  Hecanieshim 
to  Tintsgd,  where  he  is  acknowledged,  first  byhisdogHodain, 
and  then  by  the  lovely  Ysonde.  The  doll  of  the  latter  com* 
pletea  a  cme,  already  bq;an  by  the  inflneneeof  her  ptesenee^ 
and  6k  Trislnm,  pardoned  by  his  nnd^  ineuzs,  by  ftedi 
eflSmcei^  a  new  banidmient    TriHam,  £  cxviiL 

Sir  Catutdat  toas  than 

OmilahU  the  quenfid  neighej^V.  178.  St  9iS, 
nds  enterprising  constable,  who  hoped  to  soeoeed  the  peer* 
less  Tristrem  in  the  love  of  the  queen  of  Coniwal,  is  the  C»- 
liados  of  Mr  Donee's  Fragment  See  p.  835.  He  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  folio ;  for  the  treacherous  Canadoa  must  be  osre* 
folly  distinguished  from  garados  Brtef'tra*  (partie  prem.  fll 
exliiL  part  sec.  ff.  liii.),ft  Knight  of  the  Roond  TsUe,  distin* 
goished  for  his  vslour,  but  yet  more  as  the  husband  of  adisste 
and  constsnt  kdy ;  a  happiness  which  King  Arthur  himsdf 
puight  well  have  envied  him.  She  was  the  only  dame  in  Queen 
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<3iieiie?ei^8  ttua,  who  eonld  wear  the  mantle,  devJ^ied,  like 
the  horn  of  Minrgeior,  to  proTe  matrimonial  flddiiy.* 

T  hoM  ako  them  be, 

Ofaile  thai  drinke  tme^— ?.  180.  it.  70. 
Thii  was  a  proverbial  pbraae.    In  an  old  French  metrioal 
nmancey  wefind^ 

«•  L»  mMUear  gent,  <pd  onoques  beoreat  via.** 

The  phrase  alao  occora  in  Sir  Gy,  and  other  tales  of  duvahy, 
as  wdl  as  when  Robert  de  Brunne  tells  us, 

Soudaa  n  eaxUju  never  dnak  no  weyn. 

This  was  but  a  limited  compliment^  as  few  Saracen  Soldans 
were  in  the  habit  of  drinking  wine. 

Owa^  rode  Trutrem  that  nighi. 
And  Ganhardin  bindc-^V.  184.  at  78. 
This  hasty  retreat  of  Tristrem  and  his  fldendgreatlybleniiah- 
ed  the  reputation  of  both,  especially  in  the  eyes  of  Brengwaini 


*  See  the  tale  of  the  "  Manile  Made  Andu^**  in  Wat*8  FcMtrng, 
with  Blli§*b  Notet.  end  the  belkdof  the  •«  Boy  and  Mantk^^  in 
ReUquet  of  Ancient  Poetry^  vol.  UI.  In  the  last^  Kandos  is  called 
Craddoc,  a  name  which  he  alio  bean  in  the  metrical  romance  of 
Arthottr  attd  MerUn  : 

The  thizti-fift  wai  Ciaddoc, 
An  hardie  knight  in  ich  floe. 

The  Welch  poemt  abound  in  enconuume  on  his  taloar.  He  was 
called  Freieh'Frast  or  Strang-Ann ;  which  the  Noman  minstrels 
comiptad  into  Britf^BnUt  and  BHte-Brau 
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TbmttxmliftaioiBdmto  of  Qaeen  Ynnde  eonld  oaaaS^ft  wt  ihe 
arts  ofbtej  ImiDot  at  Ifaeevadioiis  of  eoifudiee.  Attmitiingi 
Ij,  aoorning  alike  Triatrem  and  her  own  newly  eapouaed  hna* 
band^  die  foarrda  even  with  hiff  nJaiknaBj  ibr  atin  ]«tai^^ 
fimmrRhle  opinien  of  tfaenu  At  thia  part  of  the  tale  oom- 
MewM  that  fti^iment  in  Ifr  Denoe'aM&analyaed  in  pb  93S, 
etaequen.  The  erenta  whidi  it  contains,  and  detaila  at  gnat 
lengthy  are  briefly  mentioned  in  the  text,  yet  aoaa  aoffidendy 
to  ahow  that  the  story  is  predsdy  the  same,  although  the  cir- 
cnmatances,  so  ccmdsdy  related  by  Thomas  of  Eroddoune^  or 
by  the  reciter  of  his  poem,  are  dilated  and  enlaiged  by  the 
Kcm^msitf^^mt^m  the  pKoeding  ftagment,  evat. 
areonly  hinted  at,  which tto  namtad at kngchia  thepreaent 
text 

Coppe  <md  daper  kebare. 

Am  he  a  mesel  tpayv.— P.  185.  at.  80. 
Tlie  adventiuea  of  Sir  Tristrem,  while  in  this  mtpleBSBnt  dis- 
guise are  tdd  at  length,  p.  S33.  Want  of  deanliness,  of  linen, 
af  TiQgBtdlilea,  of  fteshmeatin  winter,  but,  above  all,  doth  aiid 
haidship,  concurred  to  renderthe  leprosy asooramon  inEorope, 
during  the  middle  ages,  as  it  is  in  some  eastern  countries  at 
thisday.  Nor  were  its  ravages  omfined  to  the  poor  and  des« 
titote.  Robert  de  Bruce  died  of  this  disorder,  as  did  Con- 
stance, dudiess  of  Bretagne,  and  Henry  IV.  of  Eng^d.  Va- 
rious hospitals  were  founded  by  the  pious,  for  the  reception  of 
those  miserable  oljects,  whose  disease,  being  infections,  re- 
quired their  exdusion  from  society.  For  the  same  reason, 
^ihiletliey  b^ged^thiough  the  streets,  they  usually  carried  the 
cop  and  dappeyilentioned  in  the  text  The  fonner  served  to 
faceivO'dms,  and  the  noise.of  the  latter  warned  the  fM^^'Cf*' 
to  keep  aloof,  even  while  bestowing  Usduoity,    in  UimnT* 
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•ok'4  TMmwii/  cfOre$Mey  tluil  fiifr^  Imt  iflfck,  ptramirar  oc 
TMIm  fa  «|Bfeltd  «rtt]»  kpia«y>  ai  a  imnkhiiiait  ftr  hor  fai- 

Thvi  «liaU  tboa  fe  begg^iog  Dro  hfffm  to  hoHt^ 
With  cuppe  and  dapper,  like  a  lazarom. 

liertAar  oanveys  her  fo  the  reeeptade  ftr  audi  miserable 
otj^cto: 

Whan  in  a  numtd,  and  a  benr  hat. 
With  ooppe  and  dappir,  wonder  prif  ily. 
He  opened  a  secret  i^ate,  and  out  tfaereet 
OBBtejrid  heiv  tliat  no  man  ibodd  etpie ; 
There  to  a  ?IUi«e»  half  a  oiik  th«rel^. 
Delivered  her  in  at  the  epitteU  hous. 
And  daily  lent  her  part  of  lus  ahnous. 

A  lepev-iPQiiiaii  cats  ihert  CraKide'a  kmg  Uaoentfttion  at  this 
dianal  chan|^«  mA  cxhoHs  her  lo  piaotise  ihe  tnde^  whioh 
was  now  to  support  her : 

Go  leme  to  dappe  thy  dappir  to  and  fro. 
And  kam  afiir  the  lawe  of  leper's  lede. 

AplB,  iHiile'she  is  bagging  with  her  miserable  asseciateSj 
Treflus,  the  low  whom  die  had  betrayed,  xetnms  victorioos 
ilmia skiimish  afflinst  the  Ckeeks.    Thelepen, 

Seeing  that  oompanie  coiner  with  o  tteven, 
Tliei  gave  a  crie,  and  shoke  cappis,  God  spede 
Worthie  lords !  for  Goddis  lore  in  heaven. 
To  us  lepin  part  of  your  ahnon  dede  t 

Thefaeautifiil  passsge,  whidli  fb]low%  is  too  lofig  ftr  inser- 
tMn.  Cresfllde  kieked  on  Troilns.  He  met  her  s^oe,  and 
oonkl  net  noegmae  the  beauty  he  had  adoredj  in  the  lepicous 
wnlch  bafiara  him;  but  bar  look  intiiiMHively  remcd  in  his 
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bosom  ^'tbeipark  of  lofTCiy*' which  had  loogliindofi^  Hk 
ann  grew  weary  of  betting  hia  ahidd,  hia  heart  glowed,  and 
his  colofiir  dianged ;  he  laiew  not  himself  the  canae  of  hia  dia« 
order;  bat,  throwing hia  purse  into  the  aldrtof  Cveaeide^rode 
heavily  onwards  to  the  city.  She  recognized  her  lorer,  and 
died  in  despair. 

I  am  infonnedj  that  there  are  in  Italy  a  aort  of  beggarsy  re- 
markable for  their  impudence  and  pertinacity,  who  attll  make 
uae  of  the  cap  and  clapper. 

Brengwainwefii  away. 

To  Mark  the  king  9chegede.'^J^*\%B.fX.%l. 
For  the  oommonieationa  of  Brengwuln  to  King  Mark,  by 
which  she  procured  the  banishment  of  Canadoa  ;  ftr  the  maa« 
ner  in  which  Ysonde  coaxed  her  attendant  back  into  her  naoal 
aecommndating  temper,  and  finr  Tristrem's  ezenJ^atiott  ftom 
the  charge  of  alleged  cowardice,  aee  the  Analyse  of  the  Me- 
trical Frendi  Fr^;ment,  pp.  839— S35. 

A  tumameni  thai  Ide  crie. — ^P.  188.  st  86. 
Tliis  tournament  was  undertaken  by  Tristrem  and  Ganhar- 
din,  fbr  the  vindication  of  their  character.  They  had  an  op* 
portunity  of  avengbig  themselyea  of  their  enemiea,  and  Mcrie- 
dok  and  Canados  fejl  under  the  lance  of  Triatrem.  Tliia  cor- 
responds with  Uie  fragment,  p.  S36.  In  the  folio,  Andret  (the 
Meriadok  of  Thomas)  has  not  the  honour  of  dying  in  the  pro- 
fession of  chivalry,  or  by  the  arm  of  Tristrem.  He  attends 
the  queen  when  she  enters  a  Breton  vessel,  from  the  motive, 
as  she  pretends,  of  curiosity,  but,  in  reality,  to  go  to  the  asaiat- 
anoe  of  Tristrem,  then  mortally  wounded  (pp.  197 — 9SS.) 
Genes,  a  fidthful  friend  of  Tristrem,  commanded  the 
and  seeing  Andret,  the  invidious  perMcutor  of  his 
the  act  of  passing  the  slippery  plank,  he  cannot  resist  the  temp- 
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tation  offired  by  «o  ftir  an  oppcnrtuiiity,  and-pmhes  him  into 
the  iea,  where  he  perinhai.  There  are  many  toumamentt 
meDtioned  in  the  fblio,  hot  no  one  eompo&ding  to  that  in 
the  text. 

k 

A  knighi  thai  werd  no  tchone.^^V.  190.  at  01.1 
Theknighta  often  made  whimsical  tows,  to  ftrhear  a  certain 
part  of  their  dreaa,  armoor,  or  habits  of  li&,  until  they  had  exe* 
cated  a  particular  adFentnre;  witneastheoathof  Mandiicaid, 
never  to  wear  sword  tiU  he  had  acquired  that  of  Hector ;  and 
the  TOW  of  the  Marquis  of  Mantua,  never  to  eat  bread  from  A 
taUedoth,  or  to  deep  wi{h  his  wife,  until  he  had  avenged  the 
death  of  his  oouain  Baldwin — a  tow  so  truly  chiTahons,  that 
it  waa  adopted  by  the  knight  of  La  Mancha  himadf,  after  his 
eaaque  had  been  demolished  by  the  sword  of  the  Biscayner* 
Don  Quxote,  Book  II.  c  8. 

The  combat  which  fbOowSj  between  the  two  Tristrems  and 
the  raTiaher  of  the  younger  kni^t's  bride,  assisted  by  his  seTen 
brethren,  is  detailed  in  the  fragments  (p.  838,)  where  the  in« 
jurious  baron  is  called  Estuit  rot^udllenx,  of  Caatle^frr*  But 
the  death  of  Tristrem  is  differently  narrated  in  the  pnoee  ro- 
mance. According  to  that  authority,  he  was  preriously  en« 
g^iged  in  two  desperate  adTcntures.  Umoy,  count  of  Nantes, 
aTaasal  of  the  duke  of  Bretagne,  rebelled  against  his  liege-loid* 
Tliis  newswaa  communicated  to  Txiatrem,  whoae  &ther-in-']aw 
was  now  dead,  and  who,  in  right  of  his  wife,  and  yet  more  from 
his  great  prowess,  seems  to  have  become  protector  of  Ruaalem, 
the  young  duke.  The  count's  messenger  cane  before  him 
while  he  was  playing  at  chess  with  his  wifr :  *'  Tristrem,*'  said 
he,  **  Umoy,  count  of  Nantes,  renounces  thy  homage,  and  thy 
"  protection,  and  will  hold  of  thee,  in  ftttore,  neither  land  nor 
"  liylng.*'  "  Since  the  count  has  defied  me  by  thee,"  answered 
TVistrem,  ^'by  thee  I  defy  him;  and  in  eight  days  will  be  be* 

4> 


SB6  aXE  niSTKEM. 

^'tnkUm."  Tmtiett  kept  ]ii«  w«vd»  defeat^  i»«aidea^ 
madepHMncrliieooiiiit,  bcfoMkMci^.  ThtWrnwrn 
taken;  bat  a  tower,  gftrriaoiied  by  VnafB  men  at  anas, 
commanded  by  Corbel  with  the  short  chin,  inaater  of  bis 
jeantay  bcM  <dt  nj^iwal  >  Mam.  Triatnaa  waa  inemoat  in 
mliiq^tlia  wdby  bsrCofbaldittwdtmnaftbialahfifeiitt^ 
wlddb  iHwuided  bia  ftce  dfytii  atiiiiyj  aad  ynmsfA  lattd  Mm  ftoi 
Urn  ladder*  Hia  IbOoircn,  incenaad  by  bk  da^gar, 
dw  toww,  and  akogbterad  tke  ganiaon.  Tfialiam 
kome  to  the  one  of  hia  wife,  «fao>  k  ddfi  in  attirgeiy,  ytddad 
Milytobcrname-cakaa&diiittlyTitiideii^CorifwalL  Ibiiha 
faitimacy,  ooeaaioDad  by  hev  conatant  attendaiMey  Triatiun  to* 
got  bla  aitaatlon,  and  kk  fealty  to  Qnaotf  Yaonde,  nd  fStm 
Biccon  princeaa  beedana  faia  wtfe,  ill  the  tendoNat  aanae  of  iha 
word.  Her  happiness  was^  howeyer,  attended  witk  fetal  oobp 
aaqnancfs  to  Triatrem'a  healdi ;  and  Treaaan,  wMi  mare  xe- 
gagd  to  dianuttie  elfect  than  fidelity,  dkoaes  to  repreaent  it  aa 
the  immediate  canae  of  hia  death.*  But  there  ia  no  aaidMrity 
ferthia  trait  of  aentiment.  Triatrem  not  only  reeotered,  b«t 
again  feigot  the  white-handed  Ysonde  (now  doably  hia  ewn,) 
in  the  arma  of  hia  onde'a  wife.t 

Thegreat  qneat  of  the  sangreal  waa  now  the  elijeet  of  aulil^ 
tion  among  an  the  knights  of  the  Round  TftUa  Thtaaaiigieal, 
or  bleaaed  tureen,  waa  the  Teasel  ftom  which  our  9tt?ioar  and 
hiadiadplea  eat  the  last  supper ;  whidi,  aoeording  to  tradtckn, 
waa  brought  to  England,  along  with  the  spear  whicb  pieMed 
hia  aide  at  die  crudifadott,  by  Joseph  of  Arimathee,  **  llle  gaa« 


*  Corpt  eTExtraits  de$  Romantf  fom.  I.  p.  176. 
f  Trutan,  ff,  cxviii.  ct  sequcii 
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•1  Oe  ktiii^'' M  he  is  oiIkd» '<  dMt  tool»  doiroe  J«ns  flma 
"« tbe croM.''--rlf<rlf  JriAtir,  Part  III.  chi^  SS.  F^tmmm 
lime^  tbe  fltngretl  «M  ▼iitible  to  aQ  pdgrinu^ 
confined  Ufl«iii0i  upon  the  bnd  in  which  it  was  froMrtedL 
One  ef  the  deaoendants  of  Joseph  ww  always  im  goaidiani 
who>  to  qnaliiy  himself  Ibr  sopweatnw^washovndlsqb* 
sv?e  the  niost  iigid  dbastity^  in  deed,  w«d,  and  thought  Om 
of  these  holy  men  so  ftr  foigot  himself^  as  to  look»  with  ud* 
haiOewed  avdoiur^  npoA  a  yoong  female  pfllgrimj  whose  Test  waa 
aeddentally  loeasDed^  as  she  kneeled  to  receive  his  hlttnmg. 
ne  asoed  lance  instantly  poBished  his  firailty^  spontaneooalf 
pierangboih  his  thighs.  The  blood  continned  to  flewfiom  the 
maneDons  woond,  end  the  guardian  of  the  ssngresl  waa  nm 
after  called  Z>eJ?9ipeaeAeKr«  About  the  ssme  period,  eaortain 
wood  nymphs  inhabited  the  csTems  of  Britain.  When  a  trft* 
veUer  passed  the  haunts  of  the  besatifiil  and  benevolent  beii^ 
one  iasoed  forth  with  a  msfkin,  on  which  she  spread  store  of 
the  moat  delioians  viands^  snd  another  with  a  cq^  of  exfoisite 
wine.  But  mankind  are  always  nngrateftiL  An  luducky  kinig 
Magins^  withsome  unworthy  knights^  not  satisfied  with  sharing 
the  hoi^ttality  of  these  lovely  nymphs^  jfordbly  violated  their 
ehsstity.  They  have  never  since  appealed  as  formerly;  sndit 
mnst  be  owned,  diet  our  modem  bar-maids  are  but  indiflfarent 
anhatitiilea.  Heaven  was  offended  at  these  deliiifaencf  es.  The 
sangreaL  withdrew  its  visible  presence  fVom  the  crowds  who 
esme  to  worship,  and  an  iron  age  sooceeded  the  happiness 
which  its  arrival  had  diffbsed  among  the  tribes  of  Engknd. 
Merlin  Ibietold  to  King  Arthur,  that  from  his  Round  Xsble 
should  come  a  champion,  who,  not  by  dint  of  sword  and  lance 
bat  by  a  pnrity,  void  even  of  the  shadow  of  ftailty,  ahoold 
atchieve  the  adventure  of  the  sangreal,  and  restore  the  Roijm^ 
chew  to  his  pristine  health.  While  Arthur  snd  his  knights 
held  a  high  &ast  on  Pentecost  eve,  they  were  suiprised  and  en« 
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tKpiXfnd  by  Ibe  marrdlotts  tppeanoieefof  the  mmgtetX,  ^Aaaa, 
**  lliey  heard  cnldi^  and  crying  of  thuiiderj  tittt  tfa^ 
"the  place  fdumld  all  to  riTe.  InlliemidttordielilaiteCB- 
"  tered  a  iiume  beame^  more  dear  by  aeaven  timea  tfiaa  ener 
''theyaawdAy:  andalltheywereali^tedof  the  grace  of  die 
"  Holy  Ghoat  Then  b^|an  every  knight  to  behold  other^  and 
"either  aaw  other  by  their  aeeming  fiurer  than  ever  they  saw 
**  other^  not  fot  then  therewaa  no  knight  diat nu^t  qieahe  any 
"  word  agreat  while.  And  to  they  looked  every  man  on  other, 
**  as  they  had  been  dombe.  Then  there  entered  into  the  hall 
**  the  holy  grale^  covered  with  white  aamite ;  bat  theare  wia 
"  none  that  might  aee  it,  nor  who  bare  it,  and  there  waa  all 
'' the  hall  fblfilled  with  good  odooFk  And  every  knight  had 
^  aodi  meat  and  drinke  aa  he  beat  bved  in  tfaia  world  ;  and 
''when  the  holy  grale  had  been  borne  throngfa  the  hall,  then 
**  the  holy  vesaell  departed  anddenly,  that  they  wiat  not  when 
"it  became."  After  thia  wondrona  vision,  moat  of  the  eom* 
paniona  of  the  Round  Table  vowed  to  depart  in  qiieat  of  the 
aangreal ;  and,  indeed,  they  were  never  afterwuda  aaaemUed. 
Cleanneaa  of  life  being  the  principal  requisite  towarda  aoooeai^ 
Sir  Lanodot  uid  Sir  Triatrem,  though  the  moat  redoubted 
knig^ta  of  the  Round  Table,  might  have  diapenaed  with  un- 
dertaking thiaadventure.*  Roth,  however,  attempted  the  queat 
of  the  aangreal ;  and  Lancelot,  long  peraevering  in  it,  undcr- 
vrent  mamfbld  inaulta  and  mortiflcatiom^  for  hia  preaamptioB 
in  taking  upcm  him  audi  an  enterprise. 


*  Tbe  Mngfcal  was  finaUy  atcliievtd  bj  Galahadt  aantod  by  Sir 
Bon  and  Sir  Peictvd«  At  tfaii  part  of  the  ancient  TomiDoe«  the  icadcr 
it  toipriMd  to  perceive  with  what  aetoniahing  aemnuace  the  wildcat 
iupentitione  are  engiafted  upon  the  Boentious  adventarai  of  Sir 
cdot  and  Sir  Tnetmn* 


NOTES  ON  FY»TE  THIRD.  56&. 


«' .  •' 


lUifcaleni^  the  yotmy  didw^  JMUtmy,  w«i  deq^etatoiy 

barons,  who,  firom  jeeloosj^  feobfib^li^iii  aiAMlto^MH*; 
TristreiDj  aociulonied  to  find  expedients  («  sadi  oocasionsy 
and  at  oom^aiMait  to  the  lores  of  hk  Ixrother-in-law,  aa  aident 
in  his  own,  eontriyed  to  fbirge  a  set  of  &]se  keys,  by  which  the 
doke  Tisited  Gors^eolain  at  pleasure,  while  her  husband  hunted 
in  the  neighbouring  forest.  Tristram  accompanied  Rnnalem 
on  these  private  exeunions.  Upon  one  fiital  day,  his  cap  un- 
fbrtonatdy  fell  off  as  they  entered  the  castle.  This  was  not 
alL  The  considexate  Tristrem,  leaying  the  lovers  alone,  walk* 
ed  in  an  a^aoent  duunber,  covered  with  fireah  rushes,  and 
hung  with  beautifbl  tapestry,  representing  the  conquest  of  Bre* 
tagne  by  King  Arthur.  His  present  situation  naturally  led  him 
to  reflect  on  his  past  happiness ;  and  while  he  was  thus  pen- 
sively musing,  he  indnlged  himself  in  a  habit  acquired  in  such 
fits  of  absence,  of  thrusting  the  rushes,  one  after  another, 
through  the  figures  in  the  tapestry.  At  length,  the  baron'shom 
being  heard  at  a  distance,  Tristrem  and  Runalem  quitted  the 
castle.  Bedalis  entered  soon  after,  when,  finding  the  cap  of 
Tristrem,  and  observing  the  rushes  stack  into  the  tapestry,  ac- 
otvding  to  his  wellknown  practice,  he  suspected  his  misfortune, 
though  he  mistook  the  author.  The  threat  of  immediate  death 
extorted  a  conftssion  firom  his  wifo,  that  Runalem  and  Tris- 
trem had  but  just  departed.  He  followed  their  traces  with 
thirty  attendants,  and  assailed  them,  without  respect  to  the  in- 
equality of  numbers,  or  if  arms.  Runalem  was  slain  after  a 
desperate  vesistanoe,  and  Tristrem  once  more  wounded  with  a 
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poMoned  sword*  Aanttmce^lMmenr^aniwdyaiidtlietmtaiw 
oiu  botm  «M  oompdkd  to  fly  ftom  Brittmy.  With  wfca 
bandred  ioOamen,  he  euroiwd  the  praftniaa  of '^  UUmgme," 
that  is^  piiate^  until  he  was  svrprised^  sod  sUdn,  by  a  ftroe  soit 
ottt  agsiDst  him  by  the  merchants  of  Coiislsntiiieple.  As  fan 
lMst>em»  he  was  csiiied  honie ;  sod  the  hislory  of  hisdealh  is 
told  nesrly  as  in  die  netriosl  copy. 


CONCLUSION, 


The  comfonyonBjifiejie, 

To  death  did  thai  thrmge^-^V.  197.  it  1. 
These  concluding  stanxaM  are  intended  to  bear  the  aame  pro- 
portiim  to  Uie  Fxench  metrical  fragment^  which  has  been  re- 
marked to  exist  betwixt  that  aiid  the  genuine  efiliaionB  of  Tho- 
mas of  Eroeldoune.  The  &cts,  therefore^  i^hich  the  French 
minstrel  gives  at  great  length,  are  here  shortly  and  concisely 
told,  in  imitation  of  the  abrupt  style  of  the  poem,  to  which 
these  verses  are  ofl^red  as  a  conclusion. 

Fele  sahfen  thai  hringej^^J^,  197.  st  1. 
According  to  the  French  fbUo,  one  poor  ph3r8ician,  from  the 
school  of  Salerno,  discovered  the  cause  of  Tristrem's  malady, 
and  was  in  a  fidr  way  to  effisct  a  cure ;  but  the  ignorant  fib- 
culty  of  Bretagne  mutinied  upon  his  prophecy  of  a  supervening 
inflammation,  and  upbraidedhim  with  presumption  and  pover- 
ty. '*  Seigneursy^  fidt  il,  '*  je  suis  poure  (pauvre).  Dieu  me 
donnera  asaes  quant  il  luy  pkira.  Non  pourtant  le  sens  n'est 
pas  en  drape  ne  en  vestemens,  mais  au  cueur  ou  Dieu  I'a 
mis." — Fueil.  cxxi.  Upon  this  retort  the  court  physicians  be- 
came outrageous,  and  not  only  reftised  to  consult  with  the  sage 
of  Salerno,  but  even  threatened  to  leave  Tristrem  to  his  sole 


ft 
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duTgd,  if  lie  W€»  not  instantly  dwmiiwed.  Li  trnli^  they 
oonld  not  have  done  the  patient  a  greater  fitvoar.  His  wifis, 
lioweYer,  judged  and  acted  as  most  women  woold  hare  done  in 
ber  ntiiation---dismiB8ed  the  tattered  sdidlar,  and  retained  his 
ignorant  tant  weU-babited  riTalSy  who  soon  vedneed  TristRDk  to 
the  detpente  state  deaorihed  in  the  text 


kind  heri  it  brake.-^T.  208.  st  11. 
The  afi^ting  scene  of  lUstrem's  dCeath  is  thus  namted  in 
4ie  metrical  ftagment : 


4iinie  aci  Ten  la  puete ; 


Done  dit,  '*  Dcvs  aalt  Ysott  et  md ! 
^^oaiit  a  md  nc  vokr  nnii^ 
Par  fotre  anuir  m'crtncl  waam 
Je  ne  pins  pins  ttnir  ma  fie : 
Pur  Tus  muen  YmMf  bde  amis  I 
K'aver  pit6  de  ma  langnry 
Mais  dt  ma  miwt  anres  dolnr  t 
Co  m^t  m'amie»  giant  conftrti 
Que  pit6  aurir  c^  ma  mcnt^ 
Amie  Ysdt  !**  tid  fez  dtt^ 
A  ]a  qnaite  xcnd  VtMpdu 

H&e  prose  ronumce  describes  it  thns: '' Tristan  setooinade 
rantrepart>etd]st^Ha^ha!  dooloe  amy e,  a  |>iea  toos  xe- 
*'  oommande !  jamais  ne  me  yenresy  ni  moy  Tons !  Biea  soit 
''  garde  de  tous,  adieu,  je  m'eavojB,  je  toos  saint  i"  Len  bat 
**  sa  ooulpe,  et  se  recommande  a  nostre  sdgneor  Jbe  Ciist,  et 
"  le  euenr  luy  crcTe,  et  Tame  e'en  ts."— FueiL  cacxiiL 

Mumeth  Me  and ytnge.^'P.  90S.  st  IS. 
*'  Lors  y  aoourent  grans  et  petis,  crians  et  farayaiu^  et  font 
<^  tel  deoil,  que  Ton  ny'onyst  j/n  dieu  tonnant"— JWfAni. 
Sec.  part  ff.  cxziL 


it 
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Oflnghmd  ihefl&re."^.  903.  st  13. 
llieealogiiiin  pnmooiioed  oyer  the  body  of  Sir  Lanodot^  by 
BoES  de  G«aeB^  k  eqniJly^applieable  to  Sir  Tnaltxem,  bis  bn>« 
tlwr  in  anns.  **  And  now^  I  dare  say,"  said  Sir  Ban, ''  that 
"  8ir  Lancelot^  there  thou  liest,  that  were  nerer  matched  of 
''  none  earthly  knightB  hands;  and  thottwert  the  cortiestknight 
''  thatever  bare  ihidd ;  and  thou  wert  the ftmeat  friend  to  thy 
*'  lover  that  ever  bestrode  horse;  and  thou  wert  the  truest  loYer> 
**  of  a  sinftd  man^  that  erer  loved  woman  ;  and  thou  wert  the 
**  kindest  man  that  ever  struek  stroke  with  sword ;  and  Aou 
*'  wert  the  goodliest  person  that  ever  came  among  press  of 
''  knights  ;  and  thou  wert  the  meekest  man,  and  the  gentlest, 
^  that  ever  eate  in  hall  among  huUes ;  and  thou  wert  the  stem* 
^  est  knight  to  thy  mortal  foe  that  ever  put  spear  into  thereat" 
Morte  Arthur,  last  chapter. 

Stvkhe  hvers  als  tkei 
Never  echal  be  tnoe* — ^P.  204r  bL  IS, 
The  bodies  of  the  unfbrtonate  lovers  were  conveyed  to  Corn- 
walL  Mark,  still  glowing  with  recollection  of  his  iqjmies,  re- 
fbsed  to  permit  them  to  be  buried  in  his  dominions ;  but  he 
relented  upon  perusing  a  letter  written  during  Tristrem's  last 
illnesSy  which  he  had  attached  to  the  hilt  of  his  sword,  and  ad* 
dreased  to  his  unde.  On  seeing  the  blade,  which  had  relieved 
Cornwall  firom  bondage,  and  learning  from  the  letter  the&tal 
tale  of  the  boire  amour etue,  Mark  wept  piteonsly  over  a  pas* 
sion,  more  the  efi^t  of  enchantment,  or  destiny,  than  of  voli* 
tion.  "  Helas  dolient !  pourquoy  ne  acavoys  je  ceste  avantmne ! 
''  Je  lea  eosse  ainooys  cellez ;  et  tonaenty  quilz  ne  feussent  ja 
*^  partis  de  moy.  Las !  or  ay  je  perdu  mon  nepyeu  et  ma 
**  ibnme."-»FueiL  cxxy.  Mark  caused  to  be  orected  over  the 
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bodies  a  iplendid  dutptH,  in  which  was  fiiat  diq^yed  that  mi- 
racle^ ainoe  narrated  in  ao  many  balkda.  Oat  of  the  tomb  of 
Tristrem  apmng  a  &ir  eglantine^  and  twisted  itself  around  the 
monnment  of  Yaonde.  It  was  thiee  timea  cat,  by  order  of 
King  Mark,  but  was  ever  fimnd,  on  the  nextuHmiingy  to  have 
revived  in  all  its  beauty.  Ce  miracU  estoii  $ur  Mommgmemr 
TriMta%  et  svr  U  Royne-  YuvUe, 


GLOSSARY. 
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Abflde.    Abode.  . 

Abide.    Alm^ii. 

Acas.    A  cAfl,  Zy  chance, 

Adxed,  yetb.    To  dread. 

Aither.    Either. 

Adoun*    DowHt 

Al.    AIL 

Akde.  Ichalfide.  Every  Ude, 

or  f «/«.    See  Lids. 
Amorw e»    JkMnorrow,  or  on 

/Atfffionxwr. 
An.  To  awe.  '"Thai  me  Code 

an/'  p.  146.  WhatOodawes 

fne,  i.  e.  Means  to  send  me. 
An.  Ottvii.'<He]dhisbertin 

An.  lf,anthanfastheHwheii> 

Anaj.    One  no.    '^Thiabnd 

nis  worth  anay."  7%islamd 

doe$  not  merit  even  tobere» 

jueed,  ^offered  in  a  gift. 


Anight    One 
Anker.    Arnehor* 
Anough.  Enmighf  ttfjffkientfy. 
Anoor.    Honour..    Qben,  in 

p.  18,  oof^i  we  not  vathor 

to  read  ilmoifr  ? 
Aplight.  At  once,  liteiallyone 

pUf.    Reply  i»  in  oommon 

me^  and  duplies  and  tripHee 

age  atill  law  tenns  in  Scot- 

land. 
Are.    Eretf  fbnnerly. 
Axe.    Oar. 

Aiese.    Or  ere^  benre. 
A  res.    Res.  Sax.    AsmuU. 
Areaonnd,  p.  36.  Criticised. 
Aroe.    Arose, 
Aronme.    Around,  at  a  dis^ 

tanee. 
AxBt.    Erst. 
Arawe.    Arrow. 
Aside.    ''  Ich  Aside,"    p.  ID. 

Every  one  side,  every  side. 
Add.    Ask. 
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Afliaut.    AuMtii.  Bale.    Sorrow,  cakmiiy, 

Afldfle. '  The  long  assise.   Ap«    Band.    Bound. 

parently  a  tenn  of  chess.    Bane,  ban.     Bone. 

now  disused. 
Atire.    Arrange y  p.  39. 
Atuinne.  Between,  or  perhaps 

at  win,  p.  26. 


Atwinne.    At  winne. 
Aoentonnb    Adventures., 
Anght,  v.  To  pertain  to. 
Anghtest    Oughtest. 
Attter.  AUar. 
Anynne^AccompUih  their pur^ 


Bar.     Bare,  carried. 
Bare.     Wild  boar. 
Barnes.     Children. 
BatayL    Battle. 
Bayn«    See  Boune. 
Bede.   Gave.  It  is  elliptical- 

ly  naed  fbr  T\f  bid  to  have. 

See  p.  159. 
Bed,  bede.  Prqjffired,  or  pled' 


ged. 

pose.  The  Sooltlsh  phrase  Bede.  Prohibition,  from  Be* 
exists, ''  to  win-  toa  {daoe/f  den.  Sax.  ''Of  gatenas  there 
instead  of  to  get  thither.  no  bede."  7%erewasnopnh' 

Awede.    Swoon.     An  acnte        hibition  of  passage,]^.  97. 
disorder  in  the  bowels,  is,    Beiie,beighe,BBT,  jibat.  Cor- 
in  Scottish,  termed  a  weed.        na.  Sax.  coronet.  "  Who  gaf 
Awrake.  Did  wreak,  or  aven*        brocheandbetze?"  Wl^dis^ 

ged.  tributed  princely  rewards. 

Awreken.  Awroken,  revenged.    Belami.   Bel  ami,  Fr.  Fair 

Friend. 
BM.    Build. 

Beld.    Bold.    ''Ofbotsdie 

was  him  beld."  She  coura^ 

geously,  or  generously,  gave 

him  aid. 

Bern.  Beam.  SoDne-bem,5«ii- 

beam. 
Bende.  Bandage.  Blod-bende. 
Bandage  to  restrain  thehlood. 


B. 

Bade  nought  Abode  not,  p.  21. 

did  not  remain.  . 
Baliff,  p.   157,  for  bailifHy. 

The  office  of  Bailiff. 
Bak.    Back. 
Bake.     Back. 
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Bene,  ben.    Been. 

Benifloun.    Blessing^. 

Bere.     7b  bear. 

Bes.    Beest,  be. 

Bet,  y.  p.  191.    To  ahaie. 

Bethe.    Be. 

Better  speed.     With  greater 

speed. 
Biden.    Did  abide. 
Bidene.  Imme^tely, offhand. 
Biforn.    Before. 
Behight  Promised.  Hight  is 

more  comnwnhf  used. 
Beaeketh.    Beseecheth. 
Besieged.     Besieged. 
Be  sight.  Btf  sight,  apparent* 

Bileighe.    Bel^ 

Bist,  p.  146.    Abyest. 

Bistode,  bystaid.     Withstood. 

Bitake,  v.  To  commit. 

Bitaught.  C(ymmittedto.*'B\'' 
taught  him  Grod  and  gode 
day."  Wished  them  GodCs 
guidance  and  good  day. 

Bithen.    Between. 

Bithen.     Then. 

piyande.    Beyond. 

Bitoene^bitTene^bitweDe.  Be^ 
tween. 

Blake,  blalc.     Black. 

JUede.    Blood. 

Blethely.     Blithely. 


Bleynte.    Drew  aside. 
Blehand.  Blue,itmnbleah.9ax. 

Qeruleus.  Blehand  brown, 

A  bbiish  broum. 
Blinne.     To  stop,  or  cause  to 

stop.  Sax.  Blinnan.  Ces" 

sare. 
Bio.    Dark,  properly,  blue. 
Blod.    Blood. 
Boathe.    Both. 
Bode.     Order,  appointment. 
Bok.     Book. 
Bonair.  De  bon  air,  Fr. 

teous. 
Bond.    Bound. 
Bone.     Boon. 
Bore.     A  small  round  hole. 
Bot    But,  unless* 
Bote.     Boot. 
Bothen.    Both. 
Bother.   '' Her  bother  blede," 

The  blood  of  both- 
Botoun.     Button. 
Borwes.  Boroughs.   Thus,  in 
the  romance  of  Sir  Gy,  in 
the  Auchinleck  MS. 
Therefore  I  asken  you  now 

right, 
Gif  ye  knowe  our  ani  knizt. 

That  is  so  stout  and  bold. 
That  the  batayl  dar  take  on 

bond, 
To  fight  ogain  Colbrond, 
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Half myland  lic^  he  AtM;    firinies.  Hdmet»,ftom  Brytm, 
With  alle  the  AoriMf  that  fith        Sbk.  or  corslets,  fitnn  Ae 

theielOy  French  Bmgne. 

To  him  and  to  htt  aires  erer  firoche.    A^fiMa,  ckap. 

nu>-  Brond.    Brand,  sttonL 

To  have,  give  he  wdd.  Busk,  or  hoske.    Th  array. 
Borwes.    PUtfges. 
Boon.'    ^  make  ready  to  go, 

to  be  ready,  alw  to  be  ^fitted 

out  for.  a  port,  in  whidi  C 

aeUK  we  still  say,  whither 

bound  9  Can.  t.  To  be  abie,  M idiel  can. 
Boor.    Bower,  chamber.  To  be  powerfkiL 

Brae  Broke,  To  break  a  hert,  ChacL     Chase. 

ia  the  appropriate  phraae  Chast,  p.  153.     To  chastise. 

for  oarving  quartering,  or  Chavel.    Jaw. 

catting  it  up.  Cheker.     Chessboard. 

Brade.  Broad.  ''Of  fblk  the  Cheire.    Chair. 

fdd  was  brade/'  p.  1 9.  TA^  Cherl.    ChurL 

^fidd  was  covered  with  peo-  Ches.    Chess. 


pie.  Chea^cheaen.  Tockuse,CT 

Brak.    Broke.  led,  used,  in  the  obliqae 

Braat.    Burst.  temae,  to  appoint.  "Atnr- 

Itbrastthtirchblodandban,  nament  thai  ches."    They 

Gif  Kope  noware  toriae^  p.  23.  appointed  a  toumay. 

In  (Bohand'is  hert)  had  burst  Chirch.     Church. 

through  blood  and  bone,  if  Cladde.  Al  dadde,  p.  18,  c&>- 

hope  had  not  arisen.  thed  in  armour. 

Brede.    Breadth.  Claper.  Clapper,  usually  car- 

Br^Sge,  hrigge.    Bridge.  ried  by  lepers  or  beggars. 

Brende.    Burned.  See  Note,  p.  346. 

Brimes.  Brims,  coast,  or  sea^  Cledde.     Clothed. 

shore.  Clen.    Clean. 
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Cleped.    Called, 

Clobbe.    Ckb. 

Coppe^  coupes.    Ct^,  cttps. 

Ooagh.    A  ravine, 

Cdid,  p.  89.  y.  To  become  cold, 

ConadL     CounciL 

Constori.    Ckmsistory, 

Coupe.    See  Coppb. 

Couth.    Knew,  "  Best  couth 

of  medicine.**  Knewmoitof 

medicine, 
Craftes.    Arts,  or  accomplish  -* 

ments. 
Crake.    Crack, 
CrL    Cry,  proclaim, 
Criestow.    Criest  thou, 
Crist.     Christ. 
Croice.    Cross, 
Croude.  An  instrument  of  mu^ 

sic,  resembling  a  rebeck  or 

fddle, 
Cuntek.    Contest, 
Cuntre.    Country, 


D. 

'^  Dathet  hhn  ay."  lU  lu4:k 
have  him,  Dehait  occurs  in 
the  same  sense  in  the  F<^ 
&2»att,  entitled  Constant  Du* 
hamel:  Barbazan^  V^ol.  !!• 


In  theprose  Romance,  Tris* 
trem^  whenhearrives  in  Ire- 
land wounded)  tepns  him* 
sdf  **  Un  chevalier  deshoHe 
etmalader 

Ded.    Caused  to  do. 
To  childbed  ded  he  go 
His  owhen  wifb  all  so  tite. 
To  childbed  did  he  cause  his 
fnon  w^e  to  go  immediatelpk 

Dede.  Did.  Bede  away.  Fut 
away, 

Dede.  Deed.  ''  The  steward 
forsokehisdede/'p.  100.  We 
would  say  rewmnced  his  oc* 
tion, 

Ded.    Dead. 

Dedely.    Deadly. 

DeUt.    Delight. 

Ddten.    Daded,  did  deal. 

Dent    Dint,  strofx. 

Departed,  p.  118.  Parted,.se» 
parated, 

Deray.    Deroute,  confusion, 

Dere.    Dear, 

Dere.    Deer, 

Dem.  Dark,  secret,  "  To 
serve  dem  and  dear/'  p.  84, 
seems  a  proverbial  express 
sum,  and  by  no  means  UiH^ 
mates  any  scandaL  F.  16S« 
''  the  dem  de^/'the  wide 
eddeed. 
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Dernly.    Darkly,  mysterious" 

Deste.    Dashed. 

Deth.    Death. 

DeveL    DeviL 

Des.  A  raised  space  in  an  an^ 
dent  hall,  on  which  the  more 
dignified  persons  sat. 

Desiri.    Desire. 

Digbt.    Prepared,  dressed,  or  , 
made  ready.   **  To  dight  to 
death/'  p.  90,  means  to  put 
to  death  ;  a  common  express 
sion. 

DioL    Dole,  sorrow, 

DoUful.    DolefuL 

Dome.    Doom. 

"  Don  was  on  the  tr^."  Done 
to  death  upon  a  tree. 

Dote,  p.  113.    Dotard. 

Dought.  To  be  able  to  do. 
"  Neyernodonghthim  day." 
He  was  able  to  do  nothing 
by  day.  This  construction  is 
singular. 

Doubter.     Daughter, 

Doubti.    Doughty. 

Douk.    Duke. 

Dragoun.     Dragon. 

Drain.    Drawn. 

Draught,  p.  167.  A  drawing 
stroke. 

Drcde.    Dread. 


Drough.    Drewe, 
Duelled.    Dwelt. 
Duerwe,  dwerg.    Dwarf. 
Dyd.    Dyed. 


£. 

Eighe.  Eye.  Eigbe-senc.  Eye- 
sight. 

Eld.     Old. 

Eldren.  Elders,  in  the  geni- 
tiye  case, ''  Hiseldrenbald." 
7%tf  hold  of  his  ancestors, 

£me,  em,  eam.  Sax.  Uncle, 
properly,  uncle  by  the  Ja- 
iher's  side,  but  used  indif- 
ferently. 

Endred.    Entered, 

Brand.    Errand. 

Erly.    Early. 

Era.    Erst. 

Erth.  Earth.  Erth  hous.  Sub- 
terranean dwelling,  or  cave. 

Eten,  etenes.    Giant,  giants. 

Evericb.    Every. 


F. 


Fade,  fede.  Faithful.  Forest- 
fedfi^  p.  153,  seems  equiva- 
lent to  good  green^wood. 
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Fader.    Faiktr. 

Fair  folk  and  fte.    F^ir  and 
Jree,  a  oommon  expletiva. 

Fala.    Faise. 

Fand.     To  find. 

Fand.    Fij/und. 

Far.    Fafv. 

Fto^t    /b^f^. 

Faye.    FosCA. 

Fay.    FaUk. 

Fi^t    Tb  Mro^f ;  hence  fii^ 
tonr,  TnUtor, 

FeUL    Fee^. 
Febli  thoa  const  hate, 
Thereman  achnldmenake , 
do,  p.  179. 
ThanhaUitfiehhffL  cnuon* 
hfytohenamanshoMaetas 
aman* 

Fechen.    Fetch. 

Fedde>  oftener  spelt  fi)de,  a 
frequetU  epUket  in  romance. 
'*  Fairly«&dde"  seems  equi- 
valent to  iMtf  educated,  or 

Fd.  ▼.  TofeU,  or  yue /^ 

Feld.    Field. 

Fdd.    J?Mfad 

Fdonn.    FeUm^felL 

Fde.    Many. 

Fende.    Ftnui 

Ftfd.  FearedfSearedyWjright' 

ened. 
Ferden.    Did  fare. 


Fere.   Cwn/witcm.  Trewfbre. 

TVitffy  comjMiitisii. 
Fer^.     IFomier. 
Ferly.  a^^jeot  Jforve/fow.  Fer- 

ly  play.    Wonderous  eport. 
Ferth.    Fowilh. 
Ferther.    Farther. 
Fest    Fnutf. 
Fet.    Feet. 
Fetten.    FrtfeA. 
Figer-tree.    Fig-tree. 
Flain.     TojTy. 
Fie.    Flee,Jly. 
Fleighe.     Tofiy^JUw. 
Flemed.    JBafiuAcdL 
Flete.     ToJUmO.    Flet    Z>itf 

Fles.    FUte,  ehum* 
Flore.    Flower. 
Fo.    Fof. 
Fode.    Fooei. 
Fdd^infolde.  /n  mtm^er,  an 

expletiTe. 
Fole.    Foolish. 
Fddy.    FooUMy. 
FokL    Y  fold.    /»>»  ftyw- 

ther. 
Fon,  ften.    Foe«. 
Fond.  Fovju/^obliqudy^j^ro- 

eured. 
For-bede.  Previously  projffer^ 

ed,  p.  163. 
Forbede.    For^ 
Foren.     To^re. 
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Forlain. .  jLaui  ^jr. 

As  woman  is  thus  finr  lain, 
.  T  may  say  \A  me. 
InutjfsaAf  of  myself^  thai  I 
am  in  the  niuaiufti  of  a  di9» 
honoured  womany  p.  40. 

For-hde.  For-heled,  concealed. 

Fothm,  used  actively.  To  Une. 
p.  35.  '' Mi  ftd«r  mi  hath 
forloni."  My  father  haih 
hit  me. 

Foimost.    Foremost. 

Forwaid.  A  paction;  or  e»* 
gagemefit. 

^orthL     Ther^nv. 

Faryat    Forgot. 

Fot    Foot. 

Foonde,  or  fonde.  Sax.  fundan. 

Founden.    Found. 

ain.  To  askquestumt.  Fxiiin« 

ed  JjJkAf.  Al8oto<20iftait^, 

as  in  p.  130. 
Fiam.  From. 
TtL    Ftecyihaifi^j^oaak^ 

mon  expletive. 
Freined.    Frained,  atked. 


G. 


Ga.    ^0. 


Gabhest  IwoenUst  JaUekoodi. 
.  Ft.  Quber. 

Gadering.    Gathering. 

Gaf.     Gave. 

Gamme.    Qaime$. 

Gare.    Gear^  dren. 

Gat.    Croif,  |ia#«^f«f ' 

Gate.  The  road.  ^*  To  take 
theg^ate/'  ScotiiBh;to<i^^, 
p.  121. 

GayB,p.d7,M0qrn.  Gain^ 
uiefuL 

Geaunte.    Gtani. 

Gert    Oerred,  camed  he. 

€&.    GmU. 

Giltles.    GvOtUes. 

Ginoe.  Engine,  deceit. 
Botgive  it  be  tbwdiglBiie, 
A  selly  man  is  be,  p.  15. 
The  meaning  seema  to  be. 
Be  is  a  fortmnaie  tnoM,  •(»- 
less  he  has  acqaired  n^  ef" 
fectiojuby  art^ee  or  wifdt^ 
craft.    See  Selly. 

Give.    Gif.    The  ori|^nal  of 

If- 
Gle.    Music. 

Glewe.     Glecy   properly  the 
joyous  Jcienee  of  the  mm« 

strels. 
Glewemen.    -Minstrels. 
Gode.    Good. 
Goin&inoun.  GonfiUone,  Ital. 

A  pennon,  or  staudard. 
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Graithed.    Arrayed 

Grene.    Oreen. 

Gret.    Greeted,  did  greet. 

Grete.  ^  w^^stiU  used  in 
Scottifb. 

Oftt^y  ftoiBgpnBeade^  Sax*  Conu 
**  AH  white  itwMthegrote/' 
p«  164h  The  corn  wa$  now 
ripe* 

Greteth.    Greet  ye. 

Grewe.  Grew.  ^'Tliatalgames 
of  grewe."  Of  whom  grew 
(i.  e.  were  invented)  aU 
games,  p.  84^ 

Greves*    Meadawt. 

Grimli.    Grimly. 

GrkHy.    Ghastly. 

Goede.  No  guede,  no  whit. 
The  words  are  more  neai-ly 
allied  than  might  be  eon- 
jectured  fix>m  their  appear- 
ance, gu  frequently  being 
converted  into  w,  and  d 
into  the  similar  sound  of  t. 
It  is  the  ne^uul  of  the  Latin. 

Gon.     Gun,  began. 


H. 

Haggards.  Wild  hawks,  meist* 
phorically^  loose  women. 


Hald.    Hold.    The  sense  is 

obscure  in  p.  M. 
By  al  Markes  bald 

The  truwage  was  tan. 

It  seems  to  mean^  that  the 

tribute  was  submitted  to  by 

aU  Mark's  hold,  or  castle, 

i.  e.  by  all  his  counsellors, 

TVistrem  excepted. 
Hon.  Have.    ^*  He  dede  him 

ban  on  heye.*^    Be  caused 

him  instantly  to  have, 
Hals.    Keck. 
Halt.    Halien,  to  hold.  What 

halt  it?  What  avails  it  9 
Hard*    Heard. 
Harde.     Hardy. 
Harpi.     To  harp,  or  pU^  en 

the  h&irp. 
Hast,  an  haste.    On  haste. 
Hat    Hight,  commanded. 
Hate.    Hoi,  warm. 
Hattou,  what  hattom?  -mkaX 

higfatest  thou?    What  art 

thou  called. 
Hayre,  p.  165. 
Heighe.    High. 
Heighe.  Tohye,to goinhaste. 

All  in  heighe.  All  in  haste. 

"  To  heighe  and  liolden 

priisy"  p.  is.  To  go  to  wage 

single  combat. 
Heigheing.  Command,  or pro^ 

clamation. 
2  B 
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Heildom.    Health. 

Held.  To  hold,  ''Held  mine 
honde."    Pledgre  my  haiujU 

HeldeD.     2V  hold. 

Hele«  heildoni.    Health. 

Hele.  ConeeaL  "Inhirdnas 
not  to  hele/'  p.  19«  It  must 

.  not  be  coMXcded  in  .heart. 
A  fVequent  expletive  in  the 
metrical  romances.  Some- 
times it  is  thus  modernised, 
''  In  herte  is  not  to  hide." 

Heled.     Healed. 

Kern,  Sax.  Them. 

Hende.    Courteous. 

Hende,  p.  174,  under  hend. 
Underhand. 

Hennes.    Hence. 

Her.     Hear,  Sax.  their. 

Held.    Heard. 

Here.    Her. 

Hert.     Hearts 

Hert.    Hart. 

Hert-breke.  Keari'breaking, 
useless  labour. 

Hete.    Hight,  commanded. 

Hetheliche.    Haughtify^ 

Heo^    Head. 

Hewe.  Hue^  lustre/  com^ 
flexion. 

Heye.     High,  dignified. 

Hight.    Promised. 

Hight.   .  To  be  named. 


Hird.     Heart. 

Hirritage.    Heritage. 

Hohbkd.     Tossed. 

Hole.     Whole,  sound. 

Hole.    See  Forho.lb. 

Holtes.  HeighU,  fimn  hauU, 
Fr»or  tooodlf^ftioinSax.  holt. 
"  Hdtea  hare  or  hore,"  a 
common  phrase  of  romance, 
mayeithermean^rytmxMifx 
or  bleak  t^tlands* 

Horn.    Home^ 

Honde.    Hand. 

Hong.    Hanged.  . 

Horedom.     Whoredom. 

Hot.     High^,  ordered., 

Hoten.     Heighten,  named. 

Hon.    How. 

Huscber.     Usher. 

Hye.    She. 


I. 


lammeren.    lament. 

Ich.  /.  This  pronoun  ia  often 

prefixed  totheyerbasacom^ 

pound,  as  Ichave,Icham,8ce. 
Ich.    Each, ailao eke.  ''Alas, 

that  ich  whik,"  p.  90.  Alas, 

that  very  time. 
Ich  on.    Each  one.  * 
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nk.    Same;    that  iOL,  ihai  L. 


loien.    Enjoy.  Laik^bve-kiL  Thnr.h)ve'4o^ 

IveL    EviL  iSffM,  from  iSii«i(r>  Sax.  mtffiai#. 

Lain.   Lick    Nought  to  lain. 
Not  to  lie,  a  common  ex- 
pletive* 
K.  Lain.    To  bely,  or  eonceoL 

Lan.    Let  off,  from  lis,  to 
Kene.   Keen,  bold,  used  often        leave  off, 
metaphorically,  aa,  p.  81.    Las^  lane.    Iieif. 
''a  plaster  kene/'  A  power  ^    Lat    Leaoe. 
Jid plaster."  '*  Ysonde  that    Lat    Let,  obetade. 
waakene,"  Whowaepower^    Latylait.  Fashion, vt moMMer. 
juUy  lovely.  LaXoon.  Mixed  metal,  pn^'^ 

KerteL    KirUe,  tunic,  biy  brass.  IsL  Laaton* 

Keat.     Toeastdounu  Lay.  PropeHy  a  poem,  gene^ 

Kidde.    KOhed,  did  prove.  rally  any  narrative. 

Xinde.    Kindred.  "  0  Umde    Lay.    Law. 
there  ia  thi  kinde/  p.  17.    Layne.    DidKe. 
"The  land  where  is  thy  kin-    Layt.    Listen, 
dred."  Thy  native  land.         Lede,  in  lede-    Jn  language, 
Kinde.    Nature,     Bi   kind«        an  expletire ;  synanymoua 
'  NahurdUy.  to  I  tell  you. 

Kingeriche.    Kingdom.  Lede.    Rule. 

Kitfae.  To  prove.  To  make  an    Lede.    Lead. 

attempt,  p.  84^  to  practice.    Leeches.     Physicians. 
■  p.  101^  to  provoke,  in  which    Le&.    Dear,  oUiquely  pUa^ 
aenae  it  is  still  used  in  Soot-        sed,  as  f'Lefe  to  lidie/' 
land.  pleased  to  hearken. 

Knave  dukL    A  man  child,    Lef.    Leve,  dear. 
£ikitpei20cmi8  8tyiusedin    Lefted.    Lifted. 
Scotland.  Knahe^iVr.Ger.    Leighen.     To  lye. 
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Lepe.    To  leap, 

Lepe.    Leaped. 

JjAe,  Fr.  UaL  Lo^fnfiiU^ 

Lenum.    Mistress,  or  iove . 

Lendtf.    LantL 

Leng.    Zong^. 

Leiled^  lered.     TaughL 

Lere.     3b  faim. 

Lersty  IbkmL    Teachest,  ob* 

liquely  for  safest,  if  indeed 

there  is  no  ennir  of  the  pen, 

for  leysty  p.  57. 
Les  of  honndes.    LeasK  of 

hounds. 
Lea.    Lost. 
Les^  witlKmten  le&    WiOoiU 

lesSf  an  es|kletiv!e  Ibr  «»• 

Leaa.    Lies* 

Leaen.     7\}bfe. 

Leaing^  Z^ng"-   Wltihont  le- 

aing.    In  indh,  a  fteqiient 

expletive. 
Lete.    Hinderanee.  ''No let 

ye  for  no  pay."  Benotpte^ 

vented  fir  doubt  efrewardy 

p.  106. 
Letecrie.  Caused  to  be  cried. 
Leue.    Leve,  dear. 
Leyst.    I^te^. 
Lete.    Let. 
Lete.     jTo  /^m*^  left. 
Leten.    Dtc^  fe^. 


Leved.    Leftoffl 

Lever.    Dearer,  bai  naed  ftr 

Leve.    Lea»e. 

Leue.    J>of. 

Lexat^  lent.    Z^<f. 

Lide.    See  Lede. 

Li^te,  al  lights  obliqndy  for 
aU  ready. 

Liften^  p.  1 01^  acema  in  enw 
cf  tke  pen  for  lutak 

Li|^^  p.  19i>  186*    Lie. 

Liif:    X^. 

Liifliche.    Uivsly^ 

Lin.    Ixitfi,  or  ML 

Linden^  Sax.  TheUndentree, 
but  ge&enUy  any  tree. 

Line^  Properly  die  &'m^lr€e> 
but  generally  for  a  tree  of 
any  kind.  '' Loireaame  ai- 
der line.''  Lo»ehf  under  Uie 
greenwood  treeu 

Lite.    LstOe. 

Lith.  To  a&^.  Sax.  Drinka 
that  are  lith,  drinks  of  an 
assuaging  quaJlUy. 

Lith.    IMh. 

Lithe.  Tb^ToeaMsiifwa.  ''li- 
the to  liia  loie."  ObeyMs 
instructions  or  coHuiundk. 

LUhe^  p.  101.  Obfiquefor  M* 
tisfiuHon.  "Noaricedbe 
londy  no  HAe.** 
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Lod.    Load,  cargo,  p.  Stl* 

Lof.    Loaf. 

Loghe.    A  lodge* 

Loke,    Look* 

Loker.  Looker,^  116.  G'tBor- 

^IftOMy  or  protector* 
Londe*    Land* 
Londes.    Lamii* 
Langeth  me.    7  J<Mf . 
Lores.    InstnttHons*     Lores 

Lorn.    £(w/. 
Lothely.    DreadfvL 
Loiued.    Loved* 
Lough.    Laughed* 
Loyesome.    ZotW^. 
LufiSnun.    Lovesome,  louely. 
Lye^  p.  183.     Probably  p2txctf 

of  lying,  or  pUching  camp* 
Lyonn.    Zton. 


M. 

Ma.     To  fnake* 
Main.     Might,  power. 
Maktri^*    Mystery,  victory* 
Marduiund.    Merchant* 
Mare.    More* 
Martirs.  CatHe  killed  at  Mar* 
tlemasfor  winter  frovisUm, 


etiU  called  Marts  m  Scot- 
land* 

Masoani.    Masons* 

Mangr^^  Mdlgri,despUe,iiS' 
pleasure* 

Maaght    Mi§^* 

May.    Maiden*- 

M«d6,    Meed* 

Mekeliche.  Mickle,  Sc  Much. 

Mekftlifilie.    Mightily* 

Mefe.  Tomeddte.  '^Meke- 
licke  he  gan  uele.*'  Much 
ke  began  to  hesUr  himself 

MM*  Mdledy  meddled,  en- 
gaged* 

Menske^  or  mense.  Humane, 
or  manly,  firom  Mewnisclic, 
Sax. 

Mene.  Moan,  make  complaint. 

Mendi*    Amend* 

Morkm.    Marked* 

Merkes.    Marks* 

Mes.     Jlfea^ 

Mead,    ii  <iy^. 

Mest.  Jfoi^.  Meat  may. 
Could  do  most* 

Mi.    Jfy. 

Michel.    Much,  or  ^reo/. 

Min.    ilftfif. 

Minne.  ApparentlyftomJIftfi/^ 
toojffer*  ''Markesgantliey 
minne/'  They  began  to  ojjer 
marks,  or  money. 
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Mill    Merry.  Naug^it  let.  iVbii^  Uu.  An 

Mixour.    Mirror,  ezpktiye. 
Mirtfaes^  p.  83,  vaed  fbtgkci,    Ndghe.    Nigh, 

{fthtnes.  Nek.    Neck. 

Mis.    Miss.  Nende.    An  end. 

NeiiL  Nar,  ne  were.     Were  waL 


Mo^  ma,  moe.    Mart,  Ner.    Near.    . 

Mode.  CoKniJi^^obliqueljaii-    Neron.    Nephew. 

ger.  .   Nexst.    Next.     . 

Mold.     MoMf   appearance.    Nig^en.    iVtiie. 

<<  Poor  man  of  mold."  .  lie.  Nil,  ne  wiL    WiU  not. 

manpoorinhieimtwardap'    Nisten,  ne  wisten.    Did  nei 

peaeahce,  p,  54.    "  Money        know. 

of  a  molde."    Coin  of  one    Noither.    Neither. 

sort.  Nold,  ne  wold.     Wotdd  noL 

MOBKB.    Money.  Noo.  Now.  Noaare.   Now 

Moneatow.    IfM/  Mou.    In        erst,  or  fret. 

Scottiah,  maunst  thou. 
Moat.   Mutt. 
Mooght.    Might.   /'He no  0. 

wiat  wbathemought"  He 

knew  not  what  he  might  or    Oj  an.    One. 

ought  to  do.  '    Obade.     To  abide. 

Mot    A  note  upon  the  bugle.     O&ld.    Of  field. 
Moten.    Mueten,  must. .  Of  londe.   On  Amd!,  or,  as  we 

say,  ashore. 
Of-take.    Overtake. 
N.  Ogain.  .  Against. 

Olire.  Ojriife.  Tohiiogo^ift, 
Nan.    iVoMtf.  to  take  from  Ufr,  to  day. 

Nam.    Nomr.  Olive.    Alive,  Uvefy. 

Naa,  ne  was.    Was  not,  Olond.    On  skpre. 

Nam.    Narrow.  On.    One.. 
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Onan.    Anon, 

Onblithe.    UnbHthey'noi  glad, 
or  dupleased, 

Omide.    See  Unribe. 

Ore.  A  wordof  nnoertainde- 
xmtion,  and  varioos  appli- 
cation. TyrwlntteaqiLBnsit 
as  meaning  grace,  fivour, 
protection.  See  a  note  upon 
-  this  phiasoj  Ritson's  Me^ 

^  trical  Romances,  VoL  III. 
'  p.  86S. 

Our,  p.  178.    Abridged' from 
Ouiher,  either, 

Oway.    Away,  • 

Owfaen.    Oum, 

Oner.    Over. 

Onle.    Oud, 

Ons.     Us, 

Oyain^  oyaSnes.    Against,  ■ 


P. 

Fanes^  pana^  penia^  Pennies. 

Obliquely  for  wealth.  *'  As 

prince  proud  in  pan/'  as 

wealthy  as  a  prince, 
PaviHouns.    Pavilions, 
Pes.  Peace,  repose.  The  king^s 

peace  is  alluded  to^  p  1S7. 
Peoe.     Piece, 
Piche.    Pitch. 


Pdte.     To  put  in. 

Fended.    Belonged  to. 

Fine,  pin.    Pain,  constraint, 

Pizt,  pigbt.     Thrust. 

Flaw e,  in  plawe.  Flatly,  from 
Flat,  Fr. 

Points,  p.  83.  Points  of  play. ' 

Pouer.    Poor. 

Polk.  A  pool  In  Scotland,  tad- 
poles are  called  pow^heads, 
from  their  round  shape,  and 
their  being  found  in  pools. 

Fray.    Prey. 

Presant.    Present, 

Priest.    F&ESTo,  quickly. 

Preyed.    Prayed, 

Priis,  p.  165.  The  note  blown 
at  the  death  of  the  stag. 

Priis,  prize.    Price,  value,  or 
mertt, 

TnBe,^TeB,  Encounter.  'Troud 
in  pres."    Bold  in  battle. 

Frout    Proud. 

Pride,  p.  96.  Obliquely  used 
fbr  splendid  appointments, 
'  Priv^.     Privy. 

Frivie.    PrivUy. 


Quath.     Quoth, 

Quik.  Quick,  alive.  ''As quick 
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they  wald  him  file/'  7%^ 
would  kill  him  aUve,  We 
retain  this  awkward  oon&r* 
matian  in  some  pbxaaes,  as 
burning  aUve,  fiir  burning 
to  death. 

Quite.     Requite. 

Quite,  p.  178«    QfxU. 


Raches.  Properly  agreyhqund 
hitch,  firom  Racha,  Sax. 
but  signifying  often  ft^:*^- 
hound  in  generaL 

Bade.    Rode. 

Bade,  on  rade.  On  rode.  Of 
rade.  Qf  rode,  from  jour" 
ney. 

Hadde.   IHd  rede,  advised. 

Ra^  in  raf^  p.  36,  equivalent 
to  Rathdy,  Speedily,  from 
Rathinga,  Sax.  tuUto. 

Raft    Bereft,  robbed. 

Rake.  Reach.  ''  Tbia  wil  the 
torn  tow  rake.*'  Matter* 
will  take  this  turn,  p.  179. 

Randoun.    Impetus. 

Ranaoun.    Ransom,  tribute. 

Rathe.    Heady. 

Rathe,  rathcly.     Quickly. 

Raught,  rauzt.  Reached,  ^vc. 


Rawe.    Row. 

Recure.    Cure* 

RedylL    ReadUjf. 

Rede.    Advice.    Rede  nKttiB 

resobUion  in  f^  19> 
Rede.    Read. 
ReLea.    Release, 
Renoon.    Renown* 
^eped.  DidemUej^^imVUi^ 

PBA V,  Sax.  ^fir*^^*^  '^Re- 
pedhimmanyarva.'^  £lr- 
citedmanyanattadeag»nei 
him. 
Repaire.    A  htmiing  phrQ§e. 
Res.   Assault. 
How  Gamelin  and  Adam 

had  ydon  a  sari  res. 
Boundinand  woundin  many 

men 


Against  the  kingps  peoe. 
Tale  ofGamelyn,  line  1080, 
Resoun.    Reason, 
Rewe.    Rowed,  or  did  row, 
Rewed.  Was  sorry,  repented, 
Rewthe.  Pi^.  "  Rewtfaeniow 
'    ye  here."    A  pitiful  case  ye 

may  hear. 
Reve.     To  rob. 
Reved.    Ribbed. 
Richeliche.    Richly. 
Biis.    Rise. 
Rike.    Rich, 
Riven.     Cleft, 
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Bive*  Tkesea^^hore^  from  Ri« 
FA4  Lat. 

Bive^  p.  68.    To  arrive, 

Rizt    Right. 

Bode.  Rood,  tm  appropriaie 
expre»9Ufnfir  the  erou* 

Bomaunoe  means,  properfy,  a 
fiarraiion  m  the  amMut 
French  langiuige,caUed^BLB' 
KAHZ,  from  iti  qffiniiy  to 
theLatin. 

Rote.    Root. 

Rote.  Anmitrummtofnume. 
See  note,  p.  300. 

Bmuie.  Froperl  J  to  takisper, 
bat  aignifiet^  in  an  enlu^ied 
senae,  speech  in  generoL 
'' Bade  in  roone."  TeUin 
tale,  '^Radetheriztioune." 
Used  the  appropriatephrase, 
p«  19.  RonnmeanitOAWt- 
mon  privately. 

Bought,  or  ranght.  Cared Jbr. 
''  No  rou£^t  ot  hia  fioe." 
Bedced  ftot  his  sitttaHon. 

Bowe.    Rough, 

Home,  on  rowe.    In  rankp 


S. 

So, 
Sadel.    Saddle. 


Sain.    Am. 

Sain.    To  sajf,  an  ezpktm. 

Sttke^  Gmili,  'f  Of  sake  he 
make  mefree/'pb  183.  That 
he  declare  me  free  of  gmU, 
cac,  lather,  acetuatHan,  from 
Sax.  lisvelolffvrgiuni,  avery 
ancient  woidui  die  nocthem 
langoiifpes.  SacklaB,  ormke* 
leMyia  Scottijdi  fiir  iimoeenL 
See  also  p.  1S7. 

San  Schewe.  An  expietiTey 
signifying  iiolaf7p0ivn%4  in 
reality. 

Sand.  Sound.-  A  licenlioiia 
qwQipgfbr  the  rhyme'siake. 

Sare.    Sore, 

Sat,  from  SiBTiNaA,  insidiag, 
'^  Yaain  we  nooght  no  aat' 
We  have  not  discovered  an 
ambush, 

San^ten.  Tomakeanagreem 
ment.  Saoghte.  Reconciled, 
or  agreed, 

Sann  &fk.    WUhouiftiL 

Say.  To  say,  ezp]etive>  thai 
is  to  say. 

Say.  To  essay,  or  try.  The 
cutting  up  a  ttif;  tOGeebow 
frt.he  is,  ia  otUed  making 
theioy. 

Sayn,  p.  156*    Seen, 

Schadowe.    Shadmo, 
0 
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Schemliche.    ShamefiMyi 
Scfaamly.    ShamefuUy^ 
Scfaare.    Cut,    "  As  Morgan 

hi*  brede  schure."    As  he 

wot  at  dhmer. 
Seheldy  icheide.    SkiekU 
Sdune*    Bright* 
Scbende*    Scheni,  disgraoed, 
Schent.  DUgraeedy  fa  spoiled. 
Scheres.    Dolh  cut,  carve* 
Schewe.    Shew. 
Sehille.    Shrill   . 
Scfaip  five.     Voyage, 
Scholden.    Shoulders. 
Sdione.    Shoes. 
Sehope.    Shaped,  disguised. 
Schorn.    Shorn,  cutout.. 
Sehorteliche.    Shortfy. 
Schour,  Mhowr.    Shower. 
SohuL    ShaU. 
Scknder.    Slander. 
Sadie,  in  icrite.  In  Scsipto, 

in  writing. 
le.    Saw, 


Seistow.    Street  thmu 

SeOlL    Silfy. 

SeQy^  SdUke,  Teut    Sblio. 

fortunate,  divime, 
SeinW«nBt,p.ll9,  l%«ir«0in- 

blaswe,  itt  mode  of  behaviour. 
Semed  to.    Beseemed* 
Semly.    Seemly. 


Sen.  See,  ''Sen  on  him." 
Look  on  him. 

Sene^  y-aene.  Well^seen,  eo»- 
spicuous. 

Sett.  Ruled,  asinp.  ^  ''Too 
yere  ye  sett  tbat  land."  It 
is  perhaps  derived  from 
Saughtsk^  ioputtoaeoord, 
or  from  SiBHT^  Swed.  Mo^ 
dus.  The  oonstitation  of 
a  Scottish  borough  ia  still 
called  ita  sett. 

Senen*    Seven. 

Seyling.    Sailing. 

Secant.  Servant  of  ^  crown. 

Seijannce.    Service. 

Se.    Sea. 

Se.     To  see. 

Sea.    Sees, 

Sete.    Sit. 

Seth  tfaen^  sith  then.  Since 
then. 

Seylden.    Sailed. 

Seyls.    Sails. 

Seyty  man  aeyt.    People  say, 

Sibbe.    Relation. 

Sickcrly.    Sure%. 

Sigge.    Segge,  say, 

Siker.    Sure. 

Siketh.    Sigheth. 

Sindrid.    Sundered. 

Sit&     Sighed, 
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Sith.  TVin^.  Fele  nth.  0/!m.  Sone.    Son. 

Sive^p.  Hi.  A  sieve;  not  what  Soune.  Sotmdj  Tiz.  ofmune. 

is  now  so  called^  but  an  tm^  Sorwe.    Sorrow.  Sorwen^  pL 

plement  of  M«  same  shape,  ~  sorrows. 

usedinwinnowingcom.  The  SoBter.     Sister. 

■  bottom  is  covered  with  skin.  Soth.     Sooth. 

In  Scotland  it  is  called  a  Spac     Spake, 

weighty    and  sometimes  a  Spede.  Speeds '' Better  speed." 

sieve^  the  proper  sieve  being  In  great  haste. 

termed  a  nddle.  Such  alight  Spelle.    Speech. 

and  broad  substance  might  Spille.  To  consume,  or  be  coi^ 

prevent  the  feet  from  sink"  sumed.  Teat  Sfillbn.  It 

ing  in  snow.  is  now  applied  only  to  li- 

Sket^  akete.    In  haste.    Sax.  quids,  com,  or  whatever  is 

ScYTAN,  irruere.  -  destroyed  by  dispersion. 

Sla.    Slay.  Spilden.    Destroyed. 

Slaw.    Slew,  or  slain.  Spon.  A  shaving  of  wood.  Un- 

Sle.    Slay.  den  spon.    Shavings  of  the 

Sleighe,    sleighe.      Prudent,  linden  tree. 

wise;  hence  ihemodem  sly.  Spoc    Spoke. 

Slo.    Slay.  Spourge.     7b  purge,  cleanse 

Slough.    Slew.  by  ordeaL 

Smare.    Smartly.  Sprong.    Sprung. 

Snewe.    Snow.  Stalked.     To  go  cautiously,  as 

Socour.    Succour.  to  surprise  some  kinds  of 

Solwy.  SouiLLEE,  ¥t.  sidHed.  game. 

Som,  fiftend  som.  Fifteen,  in  Stalworth.  Strong  and  brave. 

sum,  or  number.  Sax.  Stal-ferhth.  ^or^. 

Somers.    Summers.  Stan.    Stone. 

Somoun.    Summons.  Stat     State. 

Son.    To  send.  Stede.   A  port,  or,  genendly. 

Son.    Soon.  a  place. 

Sond.    Message,  embassy*  Stede.    A  steed. 
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Stef.    Stiffljirm.  Swdted.    SwoomuL 

Stat.  Staggered  ;hE!i!iO&^iui^  Swod.    SwonL 

ter,  though  now  limited  to  Swele,  Sweat  "To  tinesweat/ 

the  Toioe.  SteUer,  in  Soot-  p.  173.    To  iote  labour* 

ihiti^BtSlnffoBMtostagger,  Swidi&    Such, 

Steke.    Y-8teke.    Stabbed.  Swinc^orswinke.  Ibil,labomr. 

Stere.    Steer,  manage^  Switbe.    Soom, 

Sterretb.    Dietk.  Swopen.    ^u^* 

Steven.    Hour,  or  time, 

Sturdi    Sestirred. 

Stirt.    Started. 

S0be.  Stijgr,sUnU,9ipplkd,p. 

M,  to  diligent  aitenium.  T. 

Sfiive.  Toeiave,orjmshuntk 

poke.  Ta.    Take. 

Stodieth.    Studieth.  Tan.     Ta'en,  takeru 

Ston*    Stone.  Tare.    To  tear. 

StoiuL    StamL  Telda    DidtelL 

Stouer.    Store,  prouiswns.  Temed,  jverAopr/romSaz.  Te» 

Stonnd.    Time,  pmpadj,  an  Mxn^orGsTBMsn.  JfaiwiH 

hour.    On  stousde^  or  that  efaetus,  Domitus.  Tamed. 

Btonnde.    At  that  time,  an  Ten^  teen.  Anger  mixed  with 

ezpletive.  sorrow,  obUqnely  ironble,fx 

Strode.    Strode.  turmoiL 

Strand^  p.  lOS^aeematofligiufy  Than  to  when,  uaed  passim. 

cAofinrZ.  InScotland^aken-  Than.    Then.    A]lthanjex<« 

nel  is  called  a  stnmd^  as  is  pletire^  as  then. 

the  ronncr  from  a  well.  Thai    l^etf. 

Styes.  Sttd^  Sax.  Tlte  places,  Tharf.  To  dare.  "  Thatf  him 

or  stations.  no  fiirUier  go."  He  will  not 

Swalo.    SwaUow.  dare  (be  able)  togofir. 

Sware.     To  swear.  The.     7%ee. 

Swayn.    Peasant*  The.     To  thrive. 
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Thd.     thfmglu  Tine.  Lose*  lalandic.  Tynb^ 

Thede>  apparently  a  ooDtrao*  Ferdo* 

tLon  f«r  Iftfy  gid/e.  Tint    ZiO«^. 

Thenke.     Thxnk.  Tite.  3^%^  tpeedUg.  Tot.  Fr. 

Thenketh.     T^tnAr^^A.  To.    TW. 

There^  used  fbr  where,  paa-  To.  Toiakt,^,  163.  Toiakeoff: 

am.  Tok.     TboAr. 

Thereto.     /brMo/.  Token.    Took^ 

ThertU.     Thereto.  Ton.    Tai(ren. 

Thi.     The.  Tong.     Toi^gne. 

Tho.     They,  m  those.  Too.    TV^o. 

Tho.     7%£n^  and  sometimes  Tom.    Tarn* 

then  when.  Toun.    Toien.   ^^  In  toon"  is 

Thole.    Endure,  suffer.  often  nsed  as  an  ei^detiya 

Thore,  p.  14.  There.  A  licen-  Tour.  Tour,  r.  7.  ''  BesI  was 

tiousspelling  adopted^  ry^A-  he  in  tour."    Best  in  the 

mi  gratia.  castle,  or  palace^ 

Threste.     Tlirust.  Tow.     Thou. 

Thrift     Indusinf,  labour.  Trad.     Trod,  did  tread* 

Tluritti.     TTiirty.  Travail.    Labour. 

Thring.  Thrust.  Sax.  TnaiN-  Tre;    Tree. 

OENr  Tiesoun.     Treason. 

Thro,  equivalent  to  thra,  sig-  Tresow.     IVeasure. 

nifjring   courageous,    firom  Trewes.    Truce. 

Theaca.  Sax.  &moe.    It  Tmage.    Homage,  ot  tribute. 

is  spelled  ihra,  p.  39.  Truwe.     TVaie. 

Thurdi.     Through.  Tua.     3W. 

Thje.    Thrive.  Tuenti.     Twewtj^ 

Tidde.  Bedded,  m  httppened.  Tmght'Reitched.^Ottadf^i,"' 

TiL     r7n/>2.  p.  115.     Tom  off. 

Tight    7tW.  Tvils.     TVrtcv?. 
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Vair.  AJur,  believed  toJte  the  IJnflain.     Ut^U^etL 
skin  of  the  Hwngaritm  jgw«r- 
rel 
nnUithe.  VMafjoyfiorrow^ 

fid. 

Unoouthe.     Unkticwn.  W. 
Under  hand.    We  now  say^ 

On  hand.  Waite.     Wight. 

Understand.    ''  To  don  him  Wald.     IFould. 

to  understand."     To  terve  Wadd.     Went, 

as  his  support.  Waraunt.   Warrani,  seemniy. 

Unfliin^    Disfleasedy  not  joy  Ware.     Were* 

ous,  sorrowfuL  .  Wazld.     Worid, 

Unftie.    Discourteous.  Wat.  Wet.  "  Winea  wat,"  p. 

Ungiltless.    Guilt  less.  154.  Liquid  wines  s  ^fko- 

Unljght.    Not  hghty  heavy.  naam. 

UnhOld.  /ntifiteo/^  p.  54^  I7»-  Wat     What. 

vnUinghf.  Wate.  Astheywate-  As  they 

Unrede,  unride.  Unrighteous.  thought. 

Unselde.  Not  seldom.  Oft  and  Wate.     To  wot  of. 

unadde :  a  pleonasm.  Wayle  way.  An  exclamation 

Unsete.  Unsofl.  From  Teat.  of  sorrow  often  used  hy 

Sacht^  moiUis.  Chanoer^    and   sometimes 

Viismmdii^  NotMfundyWounded.  spelled  waiawa.    It  seems 

Untroweand.  Faithless,  troth"  to  have  been  the  limrden  of 

breaking.  some  melancholy  song. 

Ure.  In  ure ;  an  expletive.  At  Wede.     Weed,  garmenL 

that  time.                     . .  Wede,  wode.  Mad. ''  Wolftfaat 

Vene.     Feine,  wald  wede."  Wotfbeeoming 

Yenemed.Envenomed,poison-  mocf ."  Wode  to  wede,"  p. 

ed.  1^.     Mad  to  frenzy- 
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Weder.    Weather*  Weder  to    Wdre.    To  were  away.     To 
fiire.  Weather  JU  fir  a  vay»     .  keep  ifff. 
age  orjoMite^.  Wering.     Warring. 

Wedde.    Pltdge,  Werkemen.  Workmenj  p,  106. 

Wday.    Contraction  fiw  toeh       Men  fit  fir  such  a  vwrk^ 

laway*  btaxoes, 

Wdd.  Teat.  Weltak.  Dirt-    Wem.  Wati^  Wem  to  wive- 
gere.    The  aenae,  in  p.  16.         Worn  agaimt  marriage, 
may  be  conjectured  from    Wers.     Worse* 
the  following  account  given    Wes.     Was.- 
by  Merlin's  mother,  of  the    Wesche.     Washed, 
supernatural     person     by    Wex.    Grew, 
whom  he  was  begotten.         Wexen.    Do  waa  or  become. 
As  a  man  I  him  felte,        Whasch^,  p.  4S.     When.as, 
As  a  man  he  me  weUe,       Whare.    Where*  Wide  whare. 
Asa  man  he  laye  bt  me ;        Every  where. 
But  what  he  was  I  might    Wick.  Wight  JU  fin-  war.  Sas. 
not  se.  Wio-LiCj  belUcosus* 

Wele.     Well  Wight.    Strong. 

Welp.     Whelp,  Wiles,  p.  17S,  shovld  be  wites. 

Wen.  IFeen.  Withoutenwene.        JBlamest. 
Without  guess,  certainlif :    Wikes.     Wekes. 
an  expletive.  Win.     Wine^ 

Wende,wendyWeind.T^ii^A/«    Wining.     Winning,, 
Wende,  substant  for  wein.  A    Wirche.     Work. 

Wis.  '^  Y  wia  and  noag^  at 
wene."  /  know  certainfy, 
and  do  not  speak  at  guess^ 
*'  Y  wis  withonten  wane," 
is  more  common. 
Wisse,  from  Germ.  Wei s an. 
To  guide.  "  In  world  thou 
Wer.     War.  wisse  me."    In  the  toorld 


guess. 

Wende. 

Togo.  . 

Wendest. 

Weendest,    didst 

ween. 

Wenten. 

Went, 

Wepen. 

Weep, 

V^'epens. 

Weapons. 
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do  thou  guide  me,  Tbweiee^ 

is  still  used  in  popular  Seot- 
tish. 

Whe. 

Wite^  mtUL    n  hmn». 
Wite.  ToUame.  ''He  wist  it 
•  whom  to  fnte/*    tie  knew 

where  to  k^  the  blame* 
¥/lteth^  watetfa.    Know  thou. 
Witt.  Blamedj  of  impuied  to* 
Wived.    Married* 
Wode.    Mad,  tftjurioas* 
Wok^  p.  159.     Watched. 
Won.    Dwelling,  or  abode, 
Wondxed.     Whndered, 
Woning-     Winning. 
Wore,  p.  S4.    A  lieentioiis 

speUingof  wfTff. 
Worth  I.     WiU  I  become, 
W(HtUL     ITorfA^/ applying 

to  rank  as  well  as  merit. 

See  p.  103. 
Worst.  Contracted  for  urtffp^^ 

wiU. 
Wot.     To  know, 
Wonges.  Cheeks,  Wanoen^ 

Sax*    MaatiUa* 
Wodgh.  BmL  Sax.  Wooh. 

mahm,  OUiquely^  trouble, 
Woukes.     WMcs. 
Wnx,  wrie.  To  betray  or  oc- 

cuse, 
Wrake^  p.  85.     Wreck, 
Wrayeth.  Betrayeth,  accuses. 


Wreken.    See  Wbokkk. 
Wrie.    See  Wbaii. 
Wring.     To  pain  sharphf, 
Wridie.     Wraih. 
Wioken^  wrekaii.    Avenged. 
Wrong.     Wrung,  thnut. 


y. 

Ya.     Yes. 

Yaf.    Gove. 

Yald^yalt.  Did ffieU,ct give, 

Yaie^  ▼.  1.    Beada^ 

Yat.     Oai, 

Yearn*    Prepared;  literally, 

carried  <mtw 
Yede.    See  Yo]>k. 
Yelde.    Yielded;  oblique  for 

repaid. 
Yeme.    To  keep, 
Yemen.  Keepers,  ot  protectors, 
Yer,  yere.    Year, 
Yem.    Nimbly, 
YfoM.    ManyfiM. 
Yif.    If. 
Yift.    Gift, 
Tinge.     Young, 
Yland.    Island, 
Ymages.     Images,   perhaps 

portraits. 
Ynough.    Enough. 
Yode.     Went;  firom  yoden> 

to  go. 


V. 


'^ 


V:. 
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Ydde.     Yielded,  or  gave. 
Yipnd*     Bespread, 
Ystonde,  Ystonden.  Stood,  or 

remained, 
Yvere.    Ivortf. 


Z. 


Za£,  gftf.    Gave. 


Zare.  Early.  To  fbeter  yair. 
7\>  educate  in  youth,  p.  96. 
Wining  care.  His  former 
winnings.    It  ako  means 

V.  1.  Zexe,  or  Zer.  Year.  Bi 
vxre  is  here  uaed  adverbial- 
ly, to  signify.  In  times  past. 
Hence,  probably,  the  mo- 
dem phrase.  Of  yore. 

Zete.     Yet. 


£X>IKBU&0H  : 

Piinted  bj  Jamcf  BaDsntyne  and  Co. 
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